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Scope of this Document

Travis Audubon Society offers local one-day field trips and extended field trips that include at least one over-night stay. This document presents the policies and procedures for extended field trips.
Participation

Participants in TAS field trips are expected to understand and accept the conditions covering tour price, refund policy, responsibility, and terms as outlined in the tour information.

By registering, participants affirm that they have read the itinerary and are in general good health and are physically able to keep up with the group in the ordinary course of field activities. 
Participants accept as their personal risk the hazards of participation inherent in field activities, and will not hold the Travis Audubon Society or its tour leaders responsible for same.

TAS reserves the right, at the sole discretion of the tour leader, to ask a participant to leave any group trip at their own expense, if, in the leader’s judgment, that person’s continued participation is detrimental to the overall quality of the tour, to other trip members or to the individual. In such a case, TAS’ liability would be limited to costs recoverable, if any, by TAS from vendors and tour operators of unused portions of the tour. We reserve the right to decline the registration of any individual.

Minors (children under the age of 18) are welcome as participants on some (not all) of our tours but must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. Confirm suitability of the tour for minors with the tour leader before registering.

Field Trip Leaders and Guides
Definitions

1. Field Trip Leader

a. A field trip leader is the person(s) designated by Travis Audubon Society to coordinate and lead participants on a field trip.

b. The trip leader and the trip coordinator may be the same person or these duties may be distributed among more than one person. For the purposes of this policy, a field trip leader is a person who actually goes on the field trip.

2. Guide

a. A guide is either a volunteer or a paid expert who knows the area being birded and determines the route the trip will follow in order to see the target birds.

b. Guides are not required for field trips.

Number of Field Trip Leaders per trip

Field trips are as individual as the make-up of the roster of participants for each trip. It is unlikely that a single policy limiting the number of field trip leaders per number of participants could cover each scenario. As a guideline, Travis Audubon Society Extended Field Trips will have one TAS leader for up to 10 participants, and will add a leader if needed if more participants are registered. There may be times when this rule-of-thumb changes because of, for instance, the level of effort required, the physical ability of the participants, or the area where the field trip is to take place. In that case it will be at the discretion of the field trips committee to set the appropriate number of leaders. 
TAS Field Trip Leader Responsibilities

Travis Audubon Society Field Trip Leaders are responsible for planning and organizing field trips. Before any extended field trip, a leader will;
1. Be the primary contact person for all details concerning the trip they will lead.

a. Both for the participants and the local “expert” guides

2. Be in contact with trip participants to give details about the trip such as time of departure, itinerary, preferred hotels, plans for meals, expected weather, appropriate clothing and shoes, expected level of effort, list of expected species and other details pertinent to the trip.

3. Ensure that each participant has a signed registration form on file at the TAS office

4. Ensure that each participant has paid their registration fee

5. Confirm the participation of any local guides that have been hired.
During an extended field trip, a TAS Field Trip Lead will;

1. Communicate the time participants are to gather for departure each day.
2. Ensure each participant has their lunch/snacks if it is to be brought along.

3. Ensure each participant has adequate water along for the conditions that will be encountered and the length of the day expected

4. Be available to assist birders to see birds that are encountered
5. Be available to assist participants to handle any unexpected circumstances that come up during the field trip
Registration

 

To register for a specific tour, to request detailed itineraries for specific tours, or for additional information, contact:

TAS Field Trips Coordinator

P.O. Box 40787

Austin, TX 78704

(512) 300-2473 phone

E-mail: fieldtrips@travisaudubon.org

A registration form must be completed in full and signed by the participant for all tours. All tours require a $50 deposit (or the total cost of the tour, whichever is less) upon registration, with the balance due 30 days prior to the start of the tour for domestic tours, unless otherwise noted in the tour information. 

Payment

 

We accept all major credit cards, personal checks, traveler’s checks, or cash as payment for field trips.
 Program Costs

 

Program costs cover;

1. Expenses of the field trip leader(s) such as gas, food and lodging

2. All entrance fees that will be encountered by the group.  
a. If an individual license will be required for entrance to an area (like a WMA) this will be communicated before the trip and in plenty of time for each participant to obtain their individual licenses.

3. Rental of a vehicle such as a boat or a van/SUV if one is required for the trip

4. A stipend to the local birding guide if one is hired

5. 20% of the estimated program costs will be added to the cost of each trip to benefit Travis Audubon Society and an additional amount may be added to benefit an entity associated with the trip such as The Nature Conservancy, National Wildlife Federation or Fish and Wildlife Service if their property is accessed.
All other costs of the field trip are the responsibility of the participant.

Whether to charge program costs to cover expenses is at the discretion of the TAS Field Trip Leader. If the leader chooses to waive reimbursement of their expenses, the cost of the trip will be 20% of the estimated expenses to benefit Travis Audubon Society, split up between the participants.
Air Travel

 

In the event that a field trip will require air transportation, tour participants are required to make arrangements for their own air travel unless this is covered by the tour price. We recommend purchasing travel insurance and/or deferring the purchase of airline tickets until the date final payment is due (normally 60 days prior to departure), at which time it will be known whether the trip will run or is in danger of cancellation
Terms

The Travis Audubon Society reserves the right to alter itinerary or arrangements, if necessary, without penalty; and to prorate any increases or decreases in trip price caused by such alterations; and to cancel the tour at any time prior to departure, with full refund of program costs as settlement to tour participants.

Refunds

Domestic Trips

 

For cancellations more than 30 days before the starting date of the trip, deposits will be returned less a $50.00 service charge or for costs incurred that are otherwise non-refundable to Travis Audubon Society. Cancellations made 30 days or less before the starting date of the trip will be charged $100.00 (or the cost of the trip, whichever is less), unless the space can be filled (in which case the $50.00 service charge would apply). However, if cancellations made less than 30 days before the start of the tour take place after hotels and vans have been booked and other services contracted for, hotel, van rental and other service policies will determine what portion, if any, of payments are recoverable. No refunds will be made to no-shows or for any unused portion of the tour, unless arranged prior to departure date. All cancellations must be in writing and are presumed final.
International Trips

Refer to policies of the international trip provided by the trip coordinator.
In Case of Cancellation of a Trip by TAS

 

Rarely, TAS field trips must be cancelled due to insufficient registration or other reasons. We make every effort to avoid this situation. If a trip is in danger of being cancelled, participants will be notified of that fact two weeks prior to the date final payment for the trip is due (for most trips this would be 10 weeks prior to the trip). The final decision to cancel a trip will be made not less than 4 weeks before the departure date. If TAS cancels a trip, and has notified participants of the potential cancellation 10 weeks prior to departure, and notifies participants of final cancellation four or more weeks before scheduled departure, our liability is restricted to refunding in full any deposits or payments that have been made to TAS for the trip.

Responsibility

 

The Travis Audubon Society, as tour operator, does not act as an agent for any person

or firm providing transportation, accommodations, or services on the tour; and the Society accepts no responsibility for any loss, damage, expense, injury or claim arising from any defect in any vehicle, conveyance, or accommodation provided by any such person or firm.

Neither shall the Travis Audubon Society be held responsible for any loss or delay caused by changes in transportation services, strikes, illness, weather, or other cause. We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance. 

 







We promote the enjoyment, understanding, and preservation

of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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