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Create a Thicket
WWhy not design and plant a thicket for 

wildlife on your days off this holiday 

season? You’ve noticed how birds will stymie 

your best bird watching efforts by disappearing 

into a tangle of shrubbery.  There they can 

forage undisturbed, and take shelter.  Our 

standard lawn/oak tree landscape can be so 

much richer if we add some understory plants 

that berry, provide nectar or seeds, or attract 

delicious insects.

According to Janet Marinelli, an author of 

several books on ecological design, “Many migrants are attracted to thickets, dense 

masses of fruiting shrubs, vines, briers, and brambles.  Songbirds are particular about 

vegetation structure and vertical layers.” The Wilson’s warbler is attracted to thickets 

and tangles, while the magnolia warbler likes both tall and understory trees. Marinelli 

states that “two-thirds of all the migrants observed in one study were found in shrubs 

and understory trees.”

A thicket will not only serve our residents, but can become crucial refueling habitat 

for birds that need to replenish their fat stores.  Mark Klym with Texas Parks and 

Wildlife’s Hummingbird Roundup says that hummingbirds have a strong preference 

for dense undergrowth, and who doesn’t want more of those fl ying jewels?

Provide vertical niches by planting different layers of plants:  the canopy trees, the 

shorter mid and understory trees and shrubs, perennials, groundcovers and vines.  The 

layers will fi ll in and actually touch each other.

Your tallest canopy and midstory trees might already be in place. Yes, even a cedar is 

a plus.  Add native fl owering or evergreen understory trees on either side. Then add 

fruiting evergreen and deciduous shrubs, and plant a vine.  If your yard is small, omit 

the canopy trees and consider midstory trees that are in scale with your landscape, 

like the Lacey Oak, and look for compact varieties of shrubs like dwarf wax myrtle.  

Around the edges you can add nectar sources for hummingbirds and butterfl ies.  
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 No General Meeting in December
instead

 join us for 

the TAS annual holiday party
 (see page 8 for details)
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There are times when I get very discouraged because we don’t have enough 

volunteers to do everything I want us to do.  We must do a better job of 

recruiting, training, retaining, and rewarding our volunteers!  The Nonprofi t Center 

offers a class on Volunteer Management.  I plan to have someone from TAS there.  

This person will then return and help us improve our volunteer program.

Having said that, I’m reminded in various ways how awesome our current 

volunteers are.  Jane Wilson, as our new treasurer, has been going through our 

books.  She made the comment one day that we are doing an incredible amount of 

good things!  She was very impressed.  

Within the last few weeks, we’ve had many volunteer opportunities.  We staffed 

a booth at Wildlife Expo.  Julia Balinsky pulled double-duty by helping staff our 

booth and registering people to vote.  We hosted the Texas Ornithological Society’s 

fall meeting.  MANY Travis Audubon members made the meeting a success.

More events are coming.  A group is working to put together our holiday party.  
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To create a thicket, think thick.  Plan for your vegetation to have 

at least a six-foot wide footprint.  Plant plants closer together 

than the spacing directions recommend.  Since your landscape 

is dynamic, eventually some plants will outcompete others, but 

you will still maintain the thicket effect.  Your plant choices are 

going to vary depending on your soil and light conditions.  Visit 

a natural area close to your house to get ideas for the plant mix.  

Here is the anatomy of a designed–by-nature dry hot west-

facing thicket, roughly 18 feet long by 10 feet wide on Mesa 

Drive in NW Hills.  The plants are listed by height:  cedar, 

Mexican buckeye, silk tassel, evergreen sumac, fragrant sumac, 

elbowbush, agarita, white mistfl ower, golden-eye, zexmenia, 

Indian mallow, lovegrass, sedges, all tied up with balsam gourd 

vine and snailseed vine.

For a man-made thicket with an Austin fl avor, a south-facing 

thicket in the same part of town includes cedar, a native ash, 

shin oak, Texas persimmon, mountain laurel, yaupon, fl ameleaf 

sumac, cenizo, white mistfl ower, and native lantana.

On deeper, moister soils, a pecan could be the canopy tree, with 

possumhaw, Mexican plum, roughleaf dogwood, wax myrtle, 

red buckeye, and American beautyberry or cherry laurel fi lling 

in the understory.

If deer are a problem, you can discreetly cage your entire thicket 

until it gets big enough to fend for itself.  Thickets aren’t much 

fun for you or the deer to walk through.  To speed your thicket’s 

thickening ability, consider a thicket-forming plant to cut down 

on expense, and expand your thicket as you see volunteer 

suckers cropping up – don’t mow right up to the perimeter of 

your thicket, and they will appear. Last, if you are one of the 

fortunate few who has acreage, resist the urge to hire someone 

to clear your land to show off the oaks– they will succeed in 

clearing it of birds while they are at it.  How many specimen 

oaks do we need anyway?

As time goes by, your birds will help your thicket evolve, 

depositing seeds in their droppings.  Let nature take its course. 

And hang out the Backyard Bed and Breakfast sign for your 

favorite visitor.

Urban Habitat in Action - Wild Turkeys in NW Hills 

Five turkeys have been stopping traffi c along Greystone, Val-

burn and surrounding streets since October.  The hen fl ew down 

just after this picture was taken.  There is lots of greenbelt in the 

area, and the turkeys roost on rooftops, sometimes to the resi-

dents’ chagrin.  Unfortunately the turkeys are fearless and it is 

probably just a matter of time before cars or coyotes get them.

Photo Credit: Jane Tillman

continued from front page

URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

Canopy Trees
Sycamore

Oaks like Live, Bur, Chinquapin, 

Shumard, Monterey

Pecan

Midstory Trees
Ashe juniper (cedar)

Cedar elm

Oaks like Lacey, Texas Red

Soapberry

Hackberry

Escarpment Black Cherry

Small Trees/Large Shrubs
Mexican Buckeye

Red Buckeye

Anacacho Orchid Tree  (cardinals 

and goldfi nches love the seeds)

Carolina Buckthorn

Cherry Laurel

Desert Willow

Rough-Leaf Dogwood*

Eve’s Necklace

Possumhaw*

Yaupon

Mountain Laurel

Texas Persimmon

Texas Pistachio

Mexican Plum

Creek Plum*

Texas or Mexican Redbud

Flameleaf Sumac*

Rusty Blackhaw Viburnum

Wafer Ash 

Toothache Tree

Bluewood Condalia or Brasil*

Spicebush

Shrubs
Agarita

American Beautyberry

Barbados Cherry

Basket Grass (Nolina)

Black Dalea

Butterfl y Bush, Wooly

Coralberry

Flame Acanthus

White Honeysuckle 

Bush

Fragrant Mimosa

Kidneywood

Native Lantana

White Mistfl ower

Prickly Pear*

Rock Rose

Southern Wax Myrtle

Mountain Sage

Texas Sage (Cenizo)

Evergreen Sumac

Fragrant Sumac

Turk’s Cap

Twistleaf Yucca

*thicket forming
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

west in Texas, but two other species 

– Yaupon and Possumhaw – are fairly 

common here.  Winter is the best time to 

distinguish them from other shrubs and 

from each other.

Yaupon, like American Holly, has 

evergreen leaves that are usually thick 

and leathery.  The leaves are smaller 

– only about an inch or two long – with 

smoothly scalloped margins and no 

sharp spines.  If the dark green foliage 

isn’t enough to separate Yaupon from 

the bare winter twigs 

around it, the female Yaupon’s bright red 

berries will quickly identify it now.  Though 

the berries are eaten by birds, they are 

(like those of all hollies) toxic to humans.  

They act as an emetic, earning the shrub 

the scientifi c name Ilex vomitoria.  The 

leaves, however, make a good tea, the only 

caffeinated tea derived from a native central 

Texas plant.

Yaupon is a dominant understory shrub in the 

forests of east Texas and the coastal plain.  It is very common 

in Bastrop and Buescher State Parks and McKinney Roughs 

park in Bastrop County.  It is less common in the canyonlands 

of the Balcones Escarpment, at the western edge of its range.  A 

close cousin, Possumhaw (Ilex decidua), is less abundant than 

Yaupon, but ranges a little farther west into the Hill Country.

In the growing season, Possumhaw leaves look much like those 

of Yaupon, though maybe a little larger, broadest toward the tip, 

and usually thinner and more fl exible.  Come December, this 

shrub or small tree, also called Deciduous Holly, is easy to tell 

from Yaupon because it loses its leaves.  Of course, the male 

plants are then hard to distinguish from other twiggy brush.  

But the female Possumhaws are quite striking with brilliant red 

berries crowding the gray branches.

As the name suggests, Possumhaw berries are a favorite of 

Opossums.  They are also eaten by birds – Mockingbirds can be 

especially energetic defending them from marauding American 

Robins.  But they usually remain on the branches until late 

winter, when more desirable fruits are gone.  They glow in 

scarlet contrast to the somber winter landscape, reminding us of 

brighter days to come.

At the winter solstice, December 21, the 

northern hemisphere tilts farthest away 

from the sun.  The sun is lower in the sky than on 

any other day of the year, and travels the shortest 

path from sunrise to sunset.  In Austin this means 

direct sunlight for only 10 hours and 11 minutes, 

but compared to the rest of the country, this is 

a long day.  The farther north you travel, the 

shorter the sun’s path from horizon to horizon.  

In Oklahoma City, for instance, the sun is above 

the horizon only 9 hours, 45 minutes; in Omaha, 

it’s up for 9 hours, 12 minutes; in International 

Falls, only 8 hours, 17 minutes.

Cloud cover reduces our sunshine even more.  We usually see 

the sun only 49% of the time it’s above the horizon in December 

and January – less than in any of the other months.  Less solar 

heating brings a drop in temperatures, so that December is our 

second coldest month.  The average daily temperature drops 

from 60 degrees in November to 52 degrees this month, and to 

50 degrees in January.

In the darkening northern hemisphere it’s no wonder that 

festivals of so many cultures held at this time of year feature 

bright lights:  bonfi res, yule logs, candles, and evergreens 

festooned with blinking electric bulbs.  Most of these traditions 

have their roots in ancient rituals to resuscitate the “dying” 

sun, or to welcome its return.  Stone monuments oriented to 

catch the solstice dawn stand as witnesses to the importance 

of this day to peoples from Chaco Canyon and Chichén Itzá to 

Stonehenge and Karnac.

Evergreens themselves have been prized during the cold 

dark days of winter, for their assurance of continuing life.  In 

Europe and North America the rich green leaves and bright 

red berries of hollies, in particular, have long been used as 

garlands to “deck the halls.”  The tradition goes back at least 

to the Roman Saturnalia.  Saturn, the god of agriculture and 

time, was honored with this festival from December 17 to 24.  

Since European oaks are bare of leaves in December, evergreen 

boughs, especially those of the European Holly (Ilex aquifolia), 

were cut for garlands to decorate the houses, to give as gifts to 

friends, and to wear as festive accoutrements.

Of the dozen North American species of holly, American Holly 

(Ilex opaca) is the one most often associated with the holidays 

in the United States.  Its spiny-margined leaves closely resemble 

those of the European Holly.  American Holly is scarce this far 

by Bill Reiner

 Read All About It...online
NATIONAL AUDUBON RELEASES “STATE OF THE BIRDS” 

 On Tuesday, October 19, The National Audubon Society released the “The State of the Birds”, a report documenting the health     

and abundance of North America’s birds.  Appearing in the October issue of Audubon Magazine, “The State of the Birds” paints a 
disturbing picture.  Almost 30% of America’s bird species are in “signifi cant decline,”...read more at travisaudubon.org.

 Also available online - the Audubon Texas ‘State of the State’ report by Terry Austin, published in November 2004.
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THE DAN CALLAWAYDAN CALLAWAY  
      R E P O R TR E P O R T

Birding to Old Settlers Park --- 11/3/04
Participants:  Ethel Kutac, Betty Foster, Ingrid Huskey, Terry 
Banks, Catfi sh Kelly, and Dan Callaway

Target bird: albino hawk (not found)

We birded the area North of Pfl ugerville to East and 

Northeast of Round Rock from 8am to 12 noon. There 

was a cool blustery wind from the Northwest.

At Highland Park, a new subdivision beginning construction, 

one mile North of downtown Pfl ugerville: One lone Vesper 

Sparrow, the only sparrow seen all morning, one E.Phoebe, 

Red-tailed Hawks, A. Kestrels, and a large fl ock of Western 

Meadowlarks (fl ight calls- a high-pitched whistle and one 

perched bird doing the “chup” call).

At Forest Creek Country Club lake:  one Great Blue Heron, one 

Great Egret and one male Belted Kingfi sher. This lake is usually 

very good in winter except when fi shermen occupy the area 

across from the clubhouse, which was the case today. On the 

road coming in we spotted a Red-shouldered Hawk clutching a 

White-winged Dove.

At Old Settler’s Park behind Dell Diamond: the lake only had 

3 Pied-billed Grebes and a diving Redhead. The little park 

below the dam was very good, especially the foot bridge over 

the creek since the area was out of the wind and thick with 

underbrush. Here we had a Red-bellied Woodpecker, Tufted and 

Black-crested Titmice, Carolina and Bewick’s Wrens, Ruby-

crowned Kinglet, chickadees and an Orange-crowned Warbler. 

Eighteen Killdeer dotted the grassy fi eld nearby. On the road 

out, four Black Vultures were feuding over ownership of a 

freshly squashed squirrel.

At Meadow Lake: two cormorants, one pintail, several Gadwall, 

four Canvasback, lots of Redheads, scaup, ruddies and coots.  A 

tree across the lake was full of Red-winged Blackbirds.  After 

leaving here, we went North on Sunrise in search of the albino 

hawk seen in the area in September. Right at the dead end, right 

on FM 1460, left on CR 112, right on CR 117, and right on CR 

122 where we heard a Northern Bobwhite in the tall grass near 

the corner.  

Total species:  44 (26 at 10am and 37 at 11am) 

Shawn and Scott are co-compiling the Austin Christmas Bird 

Count again this year.   

Numerous individuals have responded to opportunities listed 

in our Volunteer Opportunities section.  Judy Donaldson, 

Ann Gardner, and Robert Baumgardner have agreed to share 

their photographs with us for use on the website and in Signal 

Smoke.  Ann and Robert will be taking pictures at various TAS 

events.  Trent Miller and Trey Kelly have volunteered to build 

Chimney Swift towers for us.   

Have you noticed that we have a new Field Trip Committee 

Chair?  Charles Stephens has been active with the Field Trip 

Committee for quite a while.  He has now stepped up to chair 

this committee.

There are many others who are working hard for TAS by 

coordinating classes, coordinating and leading fi eld trips, 

helping people wildscape their yards, and putting together our 

annual youth camp.  The list goes on and on.  Thank you to 

everyone who has helped, is in the process of helping, or will 

be helping.  I appreciate your help very much!  You make me 

proud to be a part of Travis Audubon Society.

Now, for the rest of you who aren’t volunteering yet, you don’t 

think I’m going to let you off that easy, do you?  Consider 

giving Travis Audubon a holiday gift of your time and effort.  

There are numerous ways you can contribute.  As an example, 

we’re in desperate need of someone to bring refreshments to our 

monthly meetings.  There were no refreshments at the October 

monthly meeting because I don’t think it is fair to task the 

Program Committee with having to put together the program 

AND provide refreshments.  So, we need someone new to help 

us out.  There’s a budget for refreshments, and I’d happily 

accept someone’s help for even a short time.  Call or email me 

to volunteer!  

If providing food for very appreciative members doesn’t get you 

excited, check out the Volunteer Opportunities section for other 

ideas.

Have a safe and happy holiday season.  I hope to see you at the 

holiday party on the 11th and the Austin CBC on the 18th. 

Shelia Hargis

  President’s Letter - continued

Proposed Bylaw Changes to Appear on TAS Website

Our proposed bylaw changes will be posted on our website 

within weeks.  Check them out and give us your feedback.  

If you don’t have web access and would like a copy of the 

changes, contact Shelia at 291-1861. Once fi nalized, the new 

bylaws will be distributed to all chapter members before the 

membership votes on the changes.
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Big Sit 2004 - not totally skunked
by Stu Wilson

On a comfortable day with fairly steady winds out of the northwest, the Travis Audubon 

Big Sit team at Hornsby Bend tallied 53 bird species.  Held this year on October 10th, 

the Big Sit is an annual nationwide “big day” event where the object is to identify as many 

species of birds as possible from a fi xed location, actually from within the confi nes of a 17-

ft diameter circle.  As has been the custom in recent years, the Big Sit circle was wrapped 

around Jeff Hanson’s Hornsby Bend Hawk Watch, such that the two efforts might enjoy a bit 

of symbiosis.

Unfortunately, the hordes of migrating raptors that Jeff had experienced the previous two 

days failed to persist on Sunday as only one signifi cant kettle materialized:  a distant morning 

fl ock of 100 or so birds anchored chiefl y by Swainson’s Hawks.  As was the case in 2003, 

the decision to locate the circle in the open area at the north end of the dike separating Pond 

#s 1W and 1E paid off in terms of raptor and water bird numbers, but greatly hindered the 

woodland bird count.  The fairly brisk day-long winds probably discouraged some of the 

passerines (not even a Northern Mockingbird could be fl ushed up) while the timing of the 

count simply preceded the arrival of many of our regular winter visitors like Lesser Scaup, 

Ruddy Duck, Ring-billed Gull, and Savannah Sparrow.

The 53 species indeed marked a decline from 2003’s total of 57 but matched 2001’s tally 

(when the circle was located at the wind sock at the NW corner of Pond #1W).  Although we 

fell well short of our goal of 60 species, there were a number of highlights that entertained 

the many participants and visitors:  1) A Merlin (smaller cousin to the Peregrine Falcon) 

hunted swallows with reckless abandon at the western edge of Pond #1W; 2) An American 

Avocet decided it was a blue-winged teal and fed with the dabblers on the open water all 

day long; 3) In a shallow puddle in the drying beds just across the main road from the circle, 

Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs allowed comparison throughout most of the day as they 

foraged together; and 4) For the fi rst time, we were able to put Monk Parakeet on the list as 

a small colony had erected a nest atop a light standard south of the river near ABIA.  And in 

what has become a bit of a custom for the Hornsby Big Sit, the closing curtain was drawn 

when a Striped Skunk lumbered out of the high grasses near the circle at dusk and waddled 

off to the south.

To manage personnel and scopes, the Big Sit effort was divided into three shifts:  early (dawn 

to 11am), middle (11am to 

3:30pm), and late (3:30pm to 

dusk), and captained by Stu 

Wilson, Ed Fair, and Shelia 

Hargis, respectively.  Other 

participants included Roxie 

Rochat, George Kerr, Shaya 

& Charles Zucker, Robert 

Bates, Scott Young, Cliff 

Alprin, Judy Bohm, Drake & 

Sam Fason, Mike & Katrina 

Troppy from the Valley, Mary 

Thompson, Irene Pickhardt, 

Amanda Auger, Jesse Huth, 

Craig Carpenter, Arnold 

Pfrommer, Barry Lyon, 

T. Garvin, Claude Morris, 

Carroll Price, Tess Sherman, 

and Virginia Rose.  Thanks to 

all for contributions big and 

small.

  The Species
Pied-billed Grebe

American White Pelican
Double-crested Cormorant

Great Blue Heron
Great Egret

Snowy Egret
Little Blue Heron

White Ibis
White-faced Ibis

Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture

Black-bellied Whistling Duck
Gadwall
Mallard

Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler

Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal

Osprey
Northern Harrier

Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk

Red-shouldered Hawk
Swainson’s Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel

Merlin
American Coot

Killdeer
American Avocet

Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs

Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper

Least Sandpiper
Stilt Sandpiper
Wilson’s Snipe

Rock Pigeon
White-winged Dove

Mourning Dove
Monk Parakeet

Belted Kingfi sher
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

Loggerhead Shrike
American Crow

Bank Swallow
Cave Swallow
Barn Swallow

European Starling
American Pipit

Red-winged Blackbird
Great-tailed Grackle

House Sparrow

Have a seat - Big Sit 2004 participants from left to right, 
Stu Wilson, Jeff Hanson, and our Prez, Shelia Hargis. 

Photo Credit: Tess Sherman
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Swainson’s Hawk …… 11073 

(3 DM, 1 Intermediate)

Red-tailed Hawk * …..   23 

Ferruginous Hawk .....   1 

(Light-morph Imm.)
American Kestrel ..…. 80

Merlin …………………5

Peregrine Falcon …… 7

Northern Caracara …. 2

Unident. Accipiter * …  90 

Unident. Buteo ………  10

Unident. Raptor …….. 18

(* = New Season High)    2004 Season Total: 17103

Like last year, throughout this season I kept a record of all 

non-raptor bird migrants.  Including swallows I tallied no less 

than 12843 individuals (5379 sans swallows) of no less than 40 

species actively migrating by the watch!  These numbers and 

species do NOT include those birds still seen at the end of one 

day, but unfi ndable the next morning (this group includes our 

fi rst-of-season Black-bellied Plover, a Sanderling, Willets, vari-

ous other shorebirds, and many more).  While the numbers are 

accurate, I’m sure A LOT was missed.  Many passerines went by 

with just a barely audible “seep”, scores of shorebirds befuddled 

me with their pond-circuiting calisthetics and/or countless sallies 

between the drying basins and Pond 1 West, and of course when 

migrant raptors were spotted little else was noted birdwise.   

     As if all that weren’t enough, during the slow times (and 

there were plenty of those) I tried my hand for a second year at 

tallying migrant butterfl ies – or at least those that appeared to 

be migrating.  I was able to keep numbers for about 10 species 

that to my eyes were consistently enroute to somewhere south of 

Hornsby.  For the season I tallied over 500 individuals -  fewer 

than 200 being Monarchs.  This is a marked decline from last 

year when it was impossible to keep track of all the Monarchs, 

especially when they were coming through along with all the 

Swainson’s Hawks – and we still managed well over a thousand 

then.  

Lastly, among my personal highlights this season were:  on 

three occasions having specifi c species show up, as if on cue, 

when visiting folks (from out of the area) wanted to see them; 

the reactions of people who’d never experienced streaming and 

kettling migrant raptors before (their “oohs” and “aahs” were 

music to my ears), the children who visited with parents or fam-

ily members and participated, and of course all the migrants 

– hawk and non-hawk alike. For those interested in a more 

detailed discussion and analysis of the 2004 Hornsby Bend 

Hawkwatch’s fi nds, go online to: www.hornsbybend.org.  Again, 

thanks to HBBO, Travis Audubon, the Hornsby Bend facility, 

and all those who visited and helped throughout the season.  

Hopefully I’ll see y’all again next year.

Let me fi rst thank the partnership of the Hornsby Bend 

Bird Observatory and the Travis Audubon Society, along 

with the facility itself, for the opportunity to conduct this watch.  

I’m happy to report that 2004 Hornsby Bend Hawkwatch was 

without a doubt a resounding success!  The watch experienced 

record total numbers for the season (see below), as well as for 

a single day (6176).  Several species also recorded single day 

and seasonal records (see below).  The Bald Eagle was just our 

second record for the watch’s 5 years and the Ferruginous Hawk 

represented only the third record during that time. Seventeen 

species tied the high recorded in the 2001 season by fellow 

Hornsby hawkwatcher Peg Wallace.   

From a hawkwatcher’s point of view the weather this season 

was about as good as it gets.  Surprisingly, perhaps amazingly, 

daytime highs never reached the century mark.  In fact, during 

the last month of summer we reached 98 degrees only once and 

97 just three times.  For a bit of perspective, this year Austin-

Bergstrom airport reported its 4th coolest August on record.  

While it was a bit cooler than we’re used to, Mother Nature had 

no plans for it to be comfortable.  Sticky, due to the Houston-like 

humidity, was how I spent most of my hours out at the watch.  

But with all this moisture came plenty of days with signifi cant 

cloud cover, good for hawkwatching - even during the last days 

of August.  Somewhat ironically the only day without a cloud 

in the sky was in mid-October (with the previous day cloudless 

till mid-afternoon) ironic because October is usually one of our 

rainiest months!  And yet, despite all the moisture in the air, 

ABIA reported August and September as having half the normal 

precipitation, and October (through the watch period only) with 

even less… go fi gure. 

This year, at least 130 active participants made over 200 visits 

to the hawkwatch - a signifi cant increase from last year.  Folks 

hailed from no less than 8 other states (CT, FL, LA, NJ, NY, OH, 

OR, OR, and VA) and one other country - TURKEY!  Without a 

doubt everyone’s presence and help in scanning the skies was a 

major reason we recorded these impressive numbers.  I also want 

to acknowledge local birders (Rob Bates, Noreen Baker, Brush 

Freeman, Tim Fennell, Rich Kostecke, Alvin Cearley, et. al.) for 

reporting raptor movements elsewhere in this region, those to the 

north from the metroplex area (Lynn Barber, David P), and the 

Comanche/Gustine area (Sue Wilkerson).  Their Texbirds posts 

often gave this hawkwatcher a much needed heads-up.
    

Black Vulture * …….    262 

Turkey Vulture * …..    4688 

Osprey * ……………    13 

Mississippi Kite ……    342

Bald Eagle …………     1 (adult)

Northern Harrier …..     8

Sharp-shinned Hawk *  92 

Cooper’s Hawk * ….    151 

Red-shouldered Hawk 10

Broad-winged Hawk *   227 

(2 Dark-Morph  – 1 Imm., 1 Adult)

Hawk Watch 2004 
by Jeff Hanson
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Food, wine, music, friendship, raffle prizes, and holiday shopping 
with Naturally Curious (with a special discount for TAS members!)

Mayfield Park Clubhouse is located at 3505 W. 35th St.
located just west of Camp Mabry or visit www.mappoint.msn.com for a detailed map

Please RSVP by Dec. 4th to marcy.wilcox@earthlink.net or 922-8594
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Please join us in celebrating the season with fellow birders 
and TAS members at the Travis Audubon Society annual holiday party on

Saturday, December 11, 2004
at 

Mayfield Park
from 

2pm to 4pm
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Swift News

This year, visitation to the 

Sanctuary was down 30% 

compared to our visitation records 

from the last three years.  In 

2004, 192 people (of whom 52% 

were members) signed in at the 

Registration Box in the Parking Lot 

as compared to 281 registrations 

in 2001, 284 registrations in 2002 

and 264 registrations in 2004. One 

variable that has changed this year 

compared to the last three years is 

the cost of fuel.  This might have 

convinced people to travel less or cut 

short their trips and resulted in fewer visitors to the Sanctuary.   

However, the Sanctuary is no further from the center of Austin 

than when TAS acquired the Baker property in 1972.  In fact, 

when the Anderson Mill Road extension is completed, getting 

to the Sanctuary will even be easier.  And as always, when we 

reopen in January 2005, members, member accompanied guests 

and guests with permission to enter the Sanctuary will always 

be welcome!  

October was a wet month here at the Sanctuary.  On the 2nd, 

which was the day of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Expo, we 

received 2.1 inches of rain.  Expo was a quagmire as was the 

Sanctuary.  We received more rain midmonth, on the 23rd and 

again on the 26th bringing the monthly total to over 7 inches of 

rainfall. All this moisture and mild temperatures encouraged 

the continued growth of our grasses and fall forbs.  In between 

wet spells, I completed trimming overhanging brush from 

approximately four miles of Sanctuary service roads, trails and 

hunter’s blind sites prior to closing on October 23rd.

Recently, I had a call from a man in Austin who wanted to 

know what he should do about coyotes in his 

neighborhood (currently Travis County and the City 

of Austin are working on a plan to deal with this 

issue). I suggested that he remove attractants by 

keeping his feline pets inside (they should be kept 

indoors all the time, anyway), penning up his canine 

pets behind a fence at least six feet tall, not feeding 

free-choice outside or leaving an outside water 

source, removing brush piles, securing garbage 

and outdoor bird feeders, permanently closing 

any pet doors, keeping all pet rabies vaccinations 

current and not leaving small children unattended.  

Coyotes have been forced into urban areas due to 

human expansion into their traditional habitats.  Coyotes are 

opportunists and urban coyotes need cover and food.  The cover 

could be a green space along a creek or a carefully planned 

urban wild scape.  The food could either be a bowl of cat or dog 

food left outside, a raccoon, cat or possum drawn to an outdoor 

feeding station or an unconfi ned family pet.  Clearing green 

spaces and wild scapes do not appear to be an option however, 

trying to remove coyotes from urban areas without humans fi rst 

modifying their behavior will, most likely, prove futile. 

Sanctuary Committee Meeting Scheduled

The Sanctuary Committee’s fi rst meeting of the New Year is 

scheduled for February 8, 2005.  We will meet at the Baker 

Cabin, located at 12308 Lime Creek Road and begin the 

meeting at 6:30 PM with a potluck supper.

Sanctuary Closed

 The Sanctuary is now closed but will reopen on 

January 29, 2005.

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Photo Credit: Chris Doggett

Baker Sanctuary News
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The Chimney Swift season in North America is drawing 

to a close, and most of Chimney Swifts have now 

moved out of Canada and the USA on their way south.  

We are beginning to go through our correspondence in 

preparation of next year’s newsletter, Chaetura.  If you have 

built a Chimney Swift Tower in the past, we hope you will 

take a few moments to let us know if your tower was used.  

If you built a new tower this year, by all means please let us 

know about that as well and send photos if you have them.  

Thanks very much to those of you who participated in this 

years A Swift Night Out.  This year reports continued to 

come in well after the September event, and we continued 

to record these reports throughout the month of October.  

You can view the results of this year’s event on our web site 

(www.chimneyswifts.org) or use the following direct link:

http://www.concentric.net/%7edwa/page74.html

Best Regards,

Paul and Georgean Kyle
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TAS Events - Dec 2004 

Would you be willing to co-lead a field trip at next May’s Lago Vista 
Songbird Festival, but don’t think that you know enough about the 

birds and other plants and animals in the Balcones Canyonlands National 
Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR) ?  Well, here’s the opportunity that you’ve been 
waiting for !  Over several months and at each meeting, we’ll spend about 
an hour reviewing species lists and field guides, then take a short break, and 
then spend one-to-two hours in the field to reinforce what we’ve learned.  
We will focus on the flora and fauna likely to be present during the Festival, 
but information will also be provided on the other species reported from the 
Refuge.  Several guest instructors will discuss the following potential topics 
(but please note that this list is subject to change !):

• January – mammals, geology, climate/weather
• February – birds, amphibians, tips on how to co-lead field trips, 
review tentative list of  Festival field trip locations/schedules
• March – dragonflies, damselflies, flowers, birding by ear, match 
Festival field trips with co-leaders, preliminary Festival logistics 
(maps, keys/codes, radios, etc.)
• April – review all bird species (and answer any questions about 
other flora and fauna) likely to be present during the Festival, final 
Festival logistics, tour parts of  the Refuge likely to be visited during 

the Festival
Snacks will be provided in the classroom.  Bring your own field guides 
if  you have them, but some will also be available to share.  Don’t 
worry, there won’t be a test at the end – but you’ll definitely feel more 
confident about your ability to help others enjoy the Festival.  This 
invitation is going out to the members of  the Travis Audubon Society, 
the Capital Area Master Naturalists (hours will count toward the 
advanced training requirement), the Highland Lakes Master Naturalists, 
the Highland Lakes Birding and Wildflower Society, the Williamson 
County Native Plant Society of  Texas (NPSoT), the Highland Lakes 
NPSoT, the Austin NPSoT, and the Friends of  Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Participants who co-lead a field trip at the 
Songbird Festival will receive free registration, dinner at the Festival 
Keynote Address, and one additional field trip at no charge (CAMN 
members will also earn approved volunteer hours).  Contact John Kelly 
(jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, (h) 331-8693), Jean Nance (jnance@texas.
net, (h) 259-0299), or Kathy McCormack (vefl21@yahoo.com, (w) 698-
9880) for meeting date/time information.  Come learn more about our 
closest National Wildlife Refuge and support our closest annual Nature 
Festival !

        Training Series for Songbird Festival Field Trip Co-Leaders

Saturday, December 4, 
7:30 AM – 11:00 AM

Saturday, December 11, 
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM

Monthly Bird Count 

Saturday, December 11, 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Winter Bird Walk

Saturday, December 18
Monthly Bird Walk 

Saturday, December 25 
(Christmas Weekend)

Webberville Park
This parkland with large, scattered, pecan trees and riparian woodland along 

the Colorado River has often produced eastern rarities at the far western edge 

of their range.  Expect good looks at three species of woodpeckers, Eastern 

Bluebird, several species of sparrows, American Goldfi nch, and perhaps a Red-

shouldered Hawk.  Bring snack/water, restrooms available.  Directions:  From 

the intersection of Hwy 183 and FM 969 (Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.), go east 

on FM 969 for 14.5 miles (note:  east of Hwy 183, the name of FM 969 changes 

to Webberville Road).  Turn right (south) onto Webberwood Drive and follow 

the signs for 0.6 mile to the Park entrance.  Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.

com, (h) 707-7438) or Ingrid Huskey (ingridhuskey@yahoo.com, (h) 928-1945) 

for more information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 
Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at Williamson County Regional Park. 
One additional co-leader needed. Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.com, (h) 

707-7438) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend is CANCELLED for December only. 

You can join the Austin Christmas Bird Count (CBC) activities at Hornsby 

Bend that morning, if desired.  The regular Monthly Walk at Hornsby Bend will 

resume in January.  See the TAS website for details on the Austin CBC or page 

12 of this issue of Signal Smoke.  Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, 

(c) 748-8660) for more information.

Bird Walk at Your Local Park.
a couple of hours after sunrise (7:25 AM) or before sunset (5:37 PM)

Bird Walk at Your Local Park. Go bird !  

    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org
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About TAS Field Trips  All TAS fi eld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro priate 
clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, fi eld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gaso-
line expense. For complete, up-to-date information on fi eld trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field 
Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the pub lication schedule of the newsletter, things 
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.

About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.
edu/hornsby.

TAS Events - Jan 2005 
Saturday, January 1 

(New Years Weekend)

Saturday, January 8, 
7:30 – 11:30 AM

Winter Field Trip

Saturday, January 8, 
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM

Monthly Bird Count 

Saturday, January 8, 
3:00 – 5:30 PM
Winter Bird Walk

Saturday, January 15, 
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Monthly Bird Walk 
 

Saturday – Monday, 
January 15 – 17
Albuquerque, NM

Saturday, January 22, 
8:00 – 11:00 AM
Monthly Bird Walk

Sunday, January 23, 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM (+?)
Mitchell Lake (San Antonio)

Bird Walk at Your Local Park
a couple of hours after sunrise (7:28 AM) or before sunset (5:42 PM). Bird Walk at Your 
Local Park. Go bird !  

Winter Field Trip to Lost Creek Country Club
Registration required, joint fi eld trip with Lost Creek Country Club (LCCC), maximum 
is 12. Contact Maggie Burnett (mburnett@austin.rr.com, (h) 899-0390) to register or for 
more information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 
Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at Meadow Lake
One additional co-leader needed. Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-

7438) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend 

Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Registration required.  Travis Audubon is planning its fi rst winter trip to Albuquerque 

for Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend, hoping to see all three species of Rosy-Finch and 

other mountain and winter birds rare or absent in Texas.  We will also spend a morning birding 

Bosque del Apache for wintering cranes, geese, etc.  Participants will need to arrange their own 

transportation to and from Albuquerque, hotels, and ground transportation for the three nights that 

we are there.  However, the co-leaders will provide the itinerary and recommended fl ights, hotels, 

and rental cars and help coordinate the carpooling.  Birders may join us for the entire trip or come 

and go as desired.  Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-7438) to register or for more 

information.  

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more 

information.

Led by Sheridan Coffey from San Antonio Audubon Society.  There is a $2 charge to access 
this National Audubon site.  This well-known San Antonio birding hotspot has a varied habitat, 
including scrub, grasslands, riparian, small ponds, and the lake itself.  A large variety of birds 
can be found in winter including Vermilion Flycatcher, Crested Caracara, Harris’s Hawk and 
other raptors, wintering shorebirds, and many species of ducks.  This will be a half-day birding 
trip (hiking boots recommended, bring snack/lunch/water), but for those who want to continue, 
some additional birding spots in Bexar County can be investigated afterwards.  Those wishing to 
carpool should meet at Hornsby Bend’s parking lot by 6:50 AM; cars will leave at 7:00 AM sharp 
(two hours travel time to the lake) – but be prepared to follow the driving directions to the lake if 
no one else shows up to carpool !  Directions:  Mitchell Lake is on the south side of San Antonio 
off of Loop 410.  Take IH 35 S to IH 410 S (a left exit, one lane only) to Exit 46, Moursund Blvd.  
Take Moursund Blvd south, away from the center of San Antonio, 0.7 miles to the gated entrance 
on the left.  There is a local bar directly opposite the gate.  Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.
com, (h) 707-7438) for more information.
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Monday, December 20th:  Balcones Canyonlands CBC.  
No participation fee is being charged this year.  For information:  

John Kelly, 331-8693.

    Local Area Christmas Bird Counts

Monday, Janury 3rd:  Westcave Preserve CBC.  
Volunteers needed  For information:  Ethel Kutac, 346-7659.

   More Event News
A Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory Workshop - Dec 3-4

The Natural History of Central Texas Owls
Rob Fergus, Director of the Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory, 

will teach a workshop on the ecology and life history of the six 

owl species that regularly occur in Central Texas: Great Horned, 

Barred, Barn, Short-eared, Burrowing, and Eastern Screech. The 

workshop will also review methods of fi nding, attracting, and 

managing your property for these owl species.

Friday evening will focus on the ecology and life history of 

each owl species. Saturday morning, participants will learn how 

to attract owls to their rural or suburban property, learn how to 

build owl boxes, and learn about proper placement and instal-

lation of owl boxes and platforms. Optional owling excursions 

Friday night will search for the owls found at Hornsby Bend.

Date: Friday, December 3 (7-9:00pm) and Saturday, Decem-

ber 4 (8am-1pm).

Location: The Center for Environmental Research at Hornsby 

Bend in Austin - see map on HBBO website www.hornsbybend.

org.

Cost: $55, includes Friday evening and Saturday breakfast 

snacks, Saturday BBQ lunch, and owl life history/box design 

information packet.

Attendance is limited to fi rst 50 registrants.

To register, email Rob Fergus at fergus@mail.utexas.edu

The Bastrop-Buescher State Parks Christmas Bird Count will 
occur on Sunday, January 2nd, 2005.  We will meet as always 

at the Texas Grill Restaurant on Hwy 71 at 6:30 or so and you 

can contact either co-compiler David Mitchell(512-303-9246) 

or Josh Mitchell (512)468-7295 for additional information.

AUSTIN CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
Saturday, December 18, 2004

Once again it’s time to prepare for the 2004 Austin Area 

Christmas Bird Count, and we’d like to invite all of you 

to participate.  Shawn Ashbaugh and I have once again teamed 

as co-compilers, and it is our goal to make this year’s count the 

best yet.  Over the next two months, we will be your contacts 

for area assignment(s) and specifi c questions regarding the 

count and the countdown / dinner.  Like last year, this year’s 

communication will all be done via email, so if you know 

of someone who would like to participate but does not have 

email, please take a moment to forward this information on to 

them.  We want to improve on our turnout from last year!

Last year we totaled 147 species, off from our record tying 149 

species in 2002. Maybe this is the year we break the record 

with 150!  Shawn and I will be meeting over the next few 

weeks to discuss ideas that will make this CBC better than the 

last.  One of the ideas we are considering for this year is to 

have the countdown on Sunday, December 19th, the day after 

the CBC.  I know that on count day I am personally exhausted 

after 15 hours in the fi eld and can barely manage to get 

through a few slices of pizza before I have to leave. Having 

a (pot luck?) countdown on Sunday would provide a much 

better opportunity for us to relax, visit with other participants, 

and discuss birds and birding.  Although the total number of 

species is not directly related to the number of participants, it 

is certainly a more thorough count with more observers in the 

fi eld, and birders of all skill levels are welcome. 

Last year we made a coherent boundary map of the Austin 

CBC area, and we intend to use that same map again this year.  

The map and information about this years count are on the 

Travis Audubon web site at www.travisaudubon.org (click on 

the “Christmas Bird Count” link on the left).  As in previous 

years, perennial leaders will be given the opportunity to “claim” 

their familiar areas for this year’s count, and we will assign 

additional participants to each area.  Finally, remember that the 

participation fee is still $5.00 for each observer.  The fees are 

necessary to publish the data and are not optional. 

Many thanks, and good birding!

Scott Young 

birding-biker@austin.rr.com (512) 293-9989

 El Cielo Nature Festival. 

Our web page is ready and you can register online now: www.

elcielofestival.com. El Cielo Nature Festival will take place 

February 20-23, 2005 at Cd. Mante, Tamaulipas in northeast 

Mexico.  We are offering ALL INCLUSIVE FESTIVAL 

PACKAGE TRIPS that will be departing from Brownsville, 

Texas. All this information is included in our web page. If you 

have any additional questions I will be happy to help. Thanks, 

Sonia Ortiz

Saturday-Sunday, January 22-23. Winter Bird Count, 

Bamberger Ranch (Johnson City) Registration required.  

Email Marsha Reimer at marsha.reimer@tpwd.state.tx.us if 

you need more details.

Other events & news....
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Young Birders News
Youth Birding Camp a Success

Despite the overnight thunderstorm and ferocious fi re ants, 

the 4th Annual Youth Birding Camp was enjoyed by all.  

There was a record turnout with 15 campers, 2 

young mentors and a teenage helper.  We had 

several adults on hand as well to help with 

identifying birds.  A close fl ying Cooper’s 

Hawk was a nice surprise, as were the fi rst of 

season Eared Grebes.

Thank you to Robert and Kathy Reeves 

for presenting the  basics of birding, Linda 

Anderson, our delightful art teacher, Joe 

Lapp who enlightened us about bugs and 

butterfl ies and “Mr. Habitat” Bill Oliver 

for singing his fun and lively songs on this 

enjoyable day.  

Anne Donovan, Barbara Anderson and Julia Balinsky organized 

the event.  A big thank you to these three and to all of the 

parents and adult volunteers who 

helped throughout the day.Smiles 

and laughter ruled the day.  

Please contact Julia at 926-7312 

or jwaxwing@employees.org if 

you are interested in helping with 

future youth education events.

Editor’s Note - We’ll be 
publishing many of the great 
responses we received about this 
event in the next issue of Signal 
Smoke.

Photo Credit: Ann Gardner

The Dripping Springs Primary School PTO would like to thank Barbara Anderson, Martha Renfroe and the Travis Audubon Society 

for the slide presentation and observation walk given to our fi rst grade students on October 15th and 22nd.  Our students really 

enjoyed viewing and identifying bird slides.  I was surprised at how many birds they already knew!  Barbara and Martha did an 

excellent job of selecting birds we might see in our area, discussing fi eld marks, why males and females have different colors, and 

what type of food each bird eats according to the shape of its beak. On our observation walk around campus, the students viewed 

House Sparrows, House Finches, Turkey Vultures, Starlings, Mockingbirds, Cardinals, a Phoebe, and a Kite!  Old nesting sites, 

shelter and food sources were also pointed out.  

This presentation was a great kick-off for our Feathered Friends program.  We are in the process of creating a bird habitat at 

our school.  We currently have two seed feeders, a suet cage, two hummingbird feeders, and a birdbath.  We hope to add a bird 

attracting garden and a few bird houses this year.  Our fi rst grade teachers are putting together TEAKS aligned birding units, as part 

of their science curriculum, which includes a nesting material bag project.  We have a “Birds of the Month” bulletin board, which 

features new birds each month, and a Texas bird identifi cation chart posted in the hall overlooking our habitat area.  

One fi rst grade parent stated, “Grace really enjoyed the presentation and has pointed out birds in our yard and elsewhere that were 

featured in the slide presentation and on the walk.  Even Anna (age 3) screamed TURKEY VULTURE as we were driving down 

the highway the other day!”  We commend your organization and its volunteers for your invaluable service and contributing to the 

education of our students.  

Sincerely,

Jamie Honeycutt

Dripping Springs Primary School PTO

Feathered Friends Committee Chairperson 

Kudos to our volunteers

From our Towhees...

“What a great time we 
had at the Texas Birding 
Classic 2004. Thanks for 
all your support.”
-Valyo Nelson

“The Great Texas 
Birding Classic was 
great fun. Thanks for 
the help last year. I‛m 
looking forward to the 
Christmas Counts now”
-Vitalik Nelson
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Education Committee News - Classes

Membership Committee News

TA S

Every month we fi re off an email or two to our list of 

subscribers – those of you who have, one way or another, 

given us an email address.  There’s always at least one each 

month, letting folks know when the new edition of our 

newsletter is on-line.  Currently we have a little over 500 

addresses, but there may be many of you who would like to 

receive the emails but are not now doing so.

If you are not receiving our emails and would like to, there 

are two courses of action that are open to you.  One is to go 

to the website – www.travisaudubon.org – and click on the 

button on the front page – it’s green and somewhere in about 

the centre of the page.  The people we use to send the emails 

have a double opt in system, so if you do click on the button 

you will get an email asking you to confi rm that you really 

meant to.  This ensures that we only get genuine subscribers 

and protects you from spam.  The second is to email me at 

ckdoggett@mindspring.com and ask to join the list, and I will 

add you manually.

Every email we send gives you the opportunity to unsubscribe, 

so if you are getting them and don’t wish to continue, it’s easy 

to make them stop.

Shirley and I would like to wish all of you every happiness and 

joy throughout the Holiday Season., and during the coming 

year.  We, and Travis Audubon Society, thank you all most 

warmly for your continued support.  Chris Doggett

Digiscoping Workshop December 3-4

The Education Committee is pleased to announce that Clay 

Taylor will present a workshop on Digiscoping, with secondary 

focus on Digital Photography. The Friday evening presentation 

will be held in Austin.  On Saturday those who want fi eld 

training and practice will go to Don and Susan Schaezler’s 

property near New Braunfels. Clay started photographing birds 

in the early 1970s and became a life lister fi ve years later. He 

has given lectures, led nature tours, banded passerines and 

raptors, and founded the Braddock Bay Raptor Research Center 

in Rochester, NY. For the last two years, he has worked with 

Swarovski Optik as their Naturalist Markets Field Coordinator, 

traveling to different bird festivals throughout the nation 

meeting people, sharing the company’s fi ne optics, and seeing 

great birds. On one of Clay’s most recent trips to Texas, he gave 

a seminar on Basics of Digital Butterfl y Photography at the Rio 

Grande Valley butterfl y festival in October.

Detailed arrangements are in progress, so please check the 

Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053

Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425

TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861

Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058

Bird Records Committee: will be meeting on 11/4/04 and 12/2/04, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August. See page 11 for 
November meeting details

Ongoing TAS Meetings

Committee
N E W S

Waterfowl Identifi cation Class

The Waterfowl Identifi cation Class will again be offered in 

January. It will be co-taught by Martha Renfroe and Jean 

Martin.  Martha has taught the Backyard Birding Class 

with Kathy and Robert Reeves for several years and will be 

responsible for the lecture portion of the waterfowl class. Jean, 

who teaches the excellent Beginning Birding Class twice each 

year, will lead the fi eld trip part. Both instructors are members 

of the TAS Education Committee and have birded for many 

years. The lectures will be from 8 to 10 a.m. on Saturdays, 

January 15 and 29, at the Center for Environmental Research 

auditorium, Hornsby Bend. Field trips will follow classes and 

will last until about 2 p.m. Locations will be announced at class 

time. 

Participation in fi eld trips is considered part of the class.

Travis Audubon web site under “Education--Birding Classes” 

for more details or call Anne Wheeler at 338-1131.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Travis Audubon Society depends on the generous donation of time 

and effort from our volunteers to accomplish our mission.  No 

matter how much time you have available to donate, we would love 

your help.  Below are a variety of volunteer opportunities. You will no-

tice that we have a lot of repeat postings each month, this is where we 

need you the most.  Find something that interests you and get involved! 

You can help as little or much as you want.  Not only will you make 

a contribution to the society, you’ll also meet some great new friends 

and birding buddies. Check our website for updates.  If by chance you 

don’t see anything that interests you on the list, contact our Volunteer 

Opportunities coordinator, Rob Bates, at robertkbates@hotmail.com or 

528-9317 to discuss specifi c interests and talents that you’d like to put 

to work for TAS.  Thank you!

Birders to Survey Private Land: 
Occasionally we get requests from individuals for a birder 

or birders to visit their property and survey the birds.  If 

interested, contact myself, Rob Bates at 528-9317 or 

robertkbates@hotmail.com.  I’ll maintain a list of volunteers for 

future requests.

Christmas Party Help:

We need help with a variety of tasks such as:

coordinating food, coordinating activities, 

gathering raffl e prizes, decorating

welcoming guests, cleaning up etc.

Pitch in and help make this our best Christmas party ever!     

Contact Marcie at 219-845 or marcy.wilcox@earthlink.net.

Webmaster: maintain & improve our website.  Contact Chris 

Doggett at ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.

Membership Committee Members:  help maintain 

& increase our membership.  Contact Chris Doggett at 

ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.

Adult Education Committee Members: help coordinate 

adult educational opportunities.  Contact Jean Martin at 

jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053.

Youth Education Committee Members: help coordinate 

youth educational opportunities, assist with our fall youth camp.  

Contact Julia Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.com  

or 926-7312.

Field Trip Committee Members: help coordinate fi eld trips.  

Contact Kathy McCormack at vefl 21@yahoo.com

Field Trip Leaders: lead a fi eld trip to your favorite birding 

location.  Contact Kathy McCormack at vefl 21@yahoo.com

Hospitality Coordinator: coordinate refreshments for month-

ly general meetings & other events (budget available).  Contact 

Howie Richey at zow@io.com.

Nature Book Club Coordinator: develop & coordinate a 

monthly book club focusing on books about nature.  Contact 

Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

Austin Nature Day 2005 Committee Members: help coordi-

nate fi eld trips & other activities in association with other like-

minded organizations.  Contact Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.

rr.com or 291-1861.

Lago Vista Songbird Festival Committee Members: coordi-

nate fi eld trips for the spring festival (work closely with Friends 

of Balcones Canyonland National Wildlife Refuge).  Contact 

Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

    Baker Sanctuary Trail Guide: develop & produce a trail 

guide for the Baker Sanctuary trails including information 

about geology, plants, and history.  Contact John Wilcox at 

jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425.

Sales Committee would like an assistant to help with sales 

and interested parties should contact Marcie Wilcox via email at 

birdsnbats@hotmail.com  or by phone  -  512-219-8425

  
Property & Finance Committee Member: someone that 

is interested in the basic fi nancial running of the society can 

contact Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.

Volunteer Of the Month for December 2004

                  Jean Nance 
A member of the Travis Audubon Society for more than 20 years, Jean has served on our Board of 

Directors and also as TAS Membership Secretary.  She’s led many TAS members on fi eld trips to 

Serendipity, her own little piece of heaven in the hills west of Austin--most notably to see the Green 

Violet-Ear which visited her hummingbird feeders a few years ago.  A Capital Area Master Naturalist, 

she currently does most of her volunteer work at the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge, 

working with Travis Audubon’s Adopt-A-Refuge program.  At the Refuge, she’s led fi eld trips, conducted 

educational programs for kids and adults, and participated regularly in such activities as the annual 

Christmas Bird Count and the Songbird Festival.  Most recently, she’s been helping to train docents 

who’ll be leading visitors on tours of the Refuge.  

Our thanks to Jean for all her hard work!
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Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right, 
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local con-
servation, education, and research projects. You may also join 
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will 
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter member ship, and receive the 
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues go-
ing to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the 
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through 
the mail), priority sign-up on local fi eld trips, and educational 
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and pro-
grams.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, 
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon Soci-
ety membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audu-
bon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

 � $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
 � $20 Individual Membership
 � $30 Family Membership
 � $60 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
 � $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
 � $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and 

free workshop)
 � $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size _________________  
 � This is a gift membership from  _________________________

 � I would like to save TAS money and natural resources. 
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter 
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy. 

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Email  ______________________________________________________

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


