SIGNAL S MOKE

The Newsletter of Travis Audubon Society

VOLUME 53, NO. 11

INSIDE
THIS
ISSUE . . .
From the TAS President ..................... 2, 3
Urban Habitat Development ..................3
Naturalist’s Calendar ..............................4
The Dan Callaway Report ......................5
Member News..................................5, 13
Getting Up to BITH-ness .................... 6-8
Sanctuary News ......................................9
Earthshare ...............................................9
Dastardly Duos .....................................10

November 2004

Travis Audubon Invites Birders and
Nature Enthusiasts to Take Part in the
Annual Christmas Bird Count
December 18, 2004

E

very year, the Travis Audubon Society calls upon volunteers in Central Texas to
join with birders across the western hemisphere and participate in the fun wintertime tradition -- the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC). The count is open to birders
of all skill levels.
This year, nearly 2,000 individual counts are scheduled to take place throughout the
Americas from December 14, 2003 to January 5, 2004. During this year’s count,
the National Audubon Society is highlighting the fact that many of the birds that
will be counted are produced in the great North American boreal forest that extends
from Alaska to Eastern Canada. At the close of the count, Audubon will analyze the
population status and trends of the birds of the boreal forests to see how these species
are faring. The boreal species that appear to be declining that are commonly seen on
Christmas Bird Counts include Belted Kingﬁsher, Northern Flicker, White-throated
Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Purple Finch, Pine Siskin, and especially Rusty
Blackbird. For those of us here in central Texas, these are species that are often found
on our Travis County CBC, especially Belted Kingﬁsher, Northern Flicker, Whitethroated Sparrow, and White-crowned Sparrow. As always, it will be important for
TAS members to help establish a good turnout in order to help with the effort.
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CBC’s began over a century ago when 27 conservationists in 25 localities, led by
scientist Frank Chapman, changed the course of ornithological history. On Christmas
Day 1900, the small group of conservationists posed an alternative to the “side hunt,”
a Christmas day activity in which teams competed to see who could shoot the most
birds and small mammals. Instead, Chapman proposed to identify, count, and record
all the birds they saw, founding what is now considered to be the most signiﬁcant
citizen-based conservation effort and a more than century-old institution. Today,
over 55,000 volunteers from all 50 states, every Canadian province, parts of Central
Continued on page 8

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Thursday, November 18, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time

Program: Central Texas - Sparrow Heaven
Speaker: Dr Byron Stone
Highland Park Baptist Church
5206 Balcones Drive, Austin TX (see page 11 for details)
Grasshopper Sparrow, Hays County, December 2002,
photo by Byron Stone, all rights reserved.
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LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

N

ovember 2, 2004 is election day. As a 501(c)(3) organization, Travis Audubon
cannot endorse candidates, but I encourage you to research the local, state,
and national candidates to see where they stand on environmental issues. The
internet has made researching candidates somewhat easier. Most candidates have
their own website. The League of Conservation Voters tracks how candidates
have voted in the past regarding environmental issues and compiles a “scorecard”
on each candidate. Once you have educated yourself, use your vote to protect the
environment! By protecting the environment, you’re protecting the wildlife and
people who live in that environment. A healthy environment beneﬁts us all.

474-1185
346-6584
858-7696
472-3030
347-0452

I was privileged to represent Travis Audubon Society at the 10th annual Nature
Conservancy of Texas’ Conservation Leadership Awards luncheon on September
28. It was an honor to be around so many people who are passionate about nature
and who have worked so hard to protect it. Envision Central Texas won the
Conservation Leadership Award for their work in developing and implementing a
regional vision of growth in Central Texas. Development in Central Texas is going
to happen. By working to build a consensus, our quality of life, natural resources,
Continued on next page
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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and
preservation of birds, wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

Nest Box Know-How

O

ne of the elements of a good backyard wildlife habitat is
shelter for nesting and roosting. If you have always wanted
to have a nest box (or bird house) then what decisions do you
have to make?
Decide what kind of birds you want to attract. Not all birds use
nest boxes. Around Austin, you will have success attracting
Carolina wrens with very little effort, with or without a nest box.
But, if you don’t have a story about how the wrens nested in a
hanging basket by the front door, then why not try a nest box for
this crowd pleaser? It is as easy as hanging a nest box under an
eave. With success under your belt, you can move on to housing Eastern bluebirds, chickadees, titmice, Eastern screech owls,
red-bellied woodpeckers, barn swallows, purple martins, and
both ash-throated and great crested ﬂycatchers – wood ducks
too. Of course, the species you are going to attract depends on
your habitat - that’s where your research comes in.
Keep in mind that birds have preferences for entrance hole size,
size of the nest box ﬂoor and nest box depth. They also have
preferences for nest box height above the ground. Some, like the
barn swallow and Eastern phoebe, will need a nesting shelf, not
an enclosed box. Visit a reputable website such as http://birds.
cornell.edu/birdhouse/ or consult a book such as Texas Wildscapes Gardening for Wildlife to guide your selection process.

Be a responsible landlord. Give thought to the ways you are going to prevent predators like cats, raccoons, squirrels and snakes
from eating mom, eggs and nestlings. Pole-mounted boxes with
predator guards (bafﬂes) are great for most, but not all species.
Screech owlets need to roam around the tree branches before
they ﬂy, climbing back up the tree when they fall out, so a polemounted box won’t work. But for chickadees, titmice, and martins, telescoping poles with bafﬂes are desirable. Hanging nest
boxes from tree limbs is a questionable practice, since predators
have multiple routes of access, and after a storm you may end up
with your bird’s nest (box) on the ground.
If you are shopping for a quality nest box, look for untreated
wood (pine or cedar), thick walls (at least 3/4 inches), drainage
and ventilation holes, and easy access for monitoring and cleaning. Steer clear of the cutesy garden art bird houses with perches
and multiple entrances holes. Since birds may use nest boxes as
roosts on chilly nights this winter, it is okay to go ahead and put
them up now. (Wait on the martin houses.) November is a good
time to clean out any existing nest boxes. Check them again in
early spring and remove unwanted guests.
Just like with gardening, plan before you plant your nest box,
and have the satisfaction of helping our desirable birds go forth
and multiply!

President’s Letter - continued
and economic prosperity can be preserved.
The Lifetime Achievement Award went to E. Lee Walker. Lee
was instrumental in preserving Westcave Preserve. He is also
very involved with Envision Central Texas. He believes that the
ﬁrst major step toward implementing the vision is for voters to
pass the commuter rail referendum in the upcoming election.
Visit Capital Metro’s website for more information, and again,
use your vote to protect the environment.
On September 11th, 12 of your board members attended a six
hour training session developed by The Nonproﬁt Center.
The topic was Roles and Responsibilities of Board Members.
Sandy Duncan was the instructor. (Sandy and his wife, Lois,
are birders!) The class was speciﬁcally tailored for TAS
and addressed best practices of nonproﬁts in many areas of
responsibility. We covered topics such as expectations of board
members, mission, strategic planning, budget, fundraising,
ﬁnances, structure of the organization, and organization of
the board. I believe all who attended learned a lot about how
to better run our organization and left invigorated about our
future. We plan to continue our relationship with Sandy and
The Nonproﬁt Center. We want to be as effective as possible

in carrying out our mission. Learning best practices of other
organizations instead of trying to re-invent the wheel can help
us do that.
I attended the ﬁeld trip to Jean Nance’s property, Serendipity,
near Jonestown. We walked around Jean’s property looking at
birds, ﬁsh, snakes, and plants. Jean’s place is a great example
of living in harmony with the environment. The diversity and
lushness was incredible. It stands in stark contrast to those who
move to the hill country and then immediately begin to destroy
what makes the hill country unique. I’m grateful for land
stewards such as Jean and her husband and Paul and Georgean
Kyle. They set a wonderful example for all of us.
After our walk, we ate dinner at True Grits in Jonestown, then
walked across the street to watch approximately 1880 (Kathy
counted!) Chimney Swifts come in to roost for the night in
an old cistern. This was the ﬁrst time I had witnessed such
an event. It was awesome! And the 120 American White
Pelicans that ﬂew over were icing on the cake. If you get the
chance, join us for a ﬁeld trip to Serendipity and the Jonestown
Chimney Swift roost. You’ll enjoy it, and it will inspire you. See
you at the November meeting.
Shelia Hargis
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

T

he ﬂeet is in. You may have noticed a squadron as it passed
overhead, migrating southward: big birds with long necks
and short tails ﬂying in a long line or in V formation like geese,
but dark and silent. Now they cruise the Colorado River, low
in the water, almost like submarines. They perch by the dozens
in favored Bald Cypresses along Town Lake. Sometimes they
spread their wings while perched, as if they are drying laundry
on a line. They are, of course, the cormorants.

it appears to be: the cormorant is drying its feathers. Except
for an inner layer of down that traps air next to the body for
insulation, a cormorant’s plumage is not water-proof. Wettable
plumage may seem a disadvantage for a bird that spends so
much of its time in water, but air bubbles among its feathers
would make it more buoyant. Cormorants actually squeeze air
out from between their feathers as they submerge, so that they
can stay underwater more easily.

Almost all of the cormorants that you will see around
Austin in winter are Double-crested Cormorants. They
are migrants from points north. Most of them likely come
from the prairie provinces of Canada and the north-central
United States. Sometimes a few of the smaller Neotropical
Cormorants (formerly called Olivaceous Cormorants) wander
inland from the gulf coastal plain where they live year-round.
Distinguishing the two species can be a challenge. Don’t look
for the “crests” of the Double-crested Cormorants for help;
these breeding plumes are shed before the birds arrive here.
Consult your favorite ﬁeld guide for identiﬁcation clues.

Cormorants also have rather dense bone structure, with fewer
air-ﬁlled pores than other birds. This, again, helps a cormorant
stay underwater, though it does present problems when the bird
tries to ﬂy. This is why cormorants need a good running start,
and a lot of wing-ﬂapping, to become airborne.

The name “cormorant” comes from the Latin phrase
corvus marinus or “raven of the sea.” Adults of both
Texas species are blackish, like ravens, but immature
birds have light-colored breasts ranging from pale
brown almost to white. Though the plumage is not
colorful, the bare skin of the throat, called the gular
pouch, is often a bright yellow-orange, and the eyes are vibrant
green.
A cormorant may look ungainly when perched in a tree, but
its body is well adapted for underwater pursuit of the ﬁsh that
make up 90 percent of its diet. Like other diving birds, its
feet are set far back on its stream-lined body. This positioning
makes for awkward movements on land, but more effective
propulsion underwater. It propels itself only with its feet,
not with its wings, and its feet are splayed wide to each side
for more effective steering. Unlike the loons and the diving
ducks, which have webbing only between the three front toes
of each foot, cormorants have totipalmate feet: all four toes are
webbed. The extra surface area gives them more power from
each backward kick.
A cormorant’s bill is long and narrow like that of a heron or
a merganser, but without the serrated margins of those birds’
mandibles. Instead, a cormorant relies on the prominent hook
at the tip of its bill to grasp and hold its slippery quarry. Once
a cormorant catches a ﬁsh it usually surfaces, though some
cormorant species have been known to swallow ﬁsh while
underwater, especially if there is much risk of losing their meal
to marauding gulls. Back on the surface, the cormorant juggles
the ﬁsh so that it goes down headﬁrst – to avoid puncturing its
throat with the stiff bones of the ﬁsh’s ﬁns.
After a bout of ﬁshing, a cormorant will often perch in the sun,
standing upright with its wings stretched. This is exactly what
4
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Even a cormorant’s eyes are adapted to life underwater. The
cornea is unusually thick, and ﬂattened on the inner side, which
compensates for the refraction of light underwater. Even more
amazing is a cormorant’s focal range. Those bright green irises
are attached to powerful muscles that can bend the lens to allow
for extremely close focus. The ciliary muscles attached to the
human iris work in a similar way, but not so well, especially as
we age. For instance, a human teenager may be able to focus on
an object as near as 2.5 inches from the eye, but as we age, and
the lens becomes less pliable, that distance increases to 6 inches
or more. A cormorant, by contrast, can clearly see an object
only an inch away! This is a tremendous advantage when trying
to distinguish prey in sometimes turbid waters.
Double-crested Cormorants usually eat only small ﬁsh (90%
were less than 5 inches long in one Texas study), of species such
as shad and various minnows that are not sought by anglers.
Other cormorant species catch larger prey.
For more than two millenia, Chinese ﬁshermen domesticated
Great Cormorants and trained them to retrieve ﬁsh. When a
chick had grown to full size, the ﬁsherman would tie a ring
around the bird’s neck and
attach a cord from the ring
to a perch on the boat. The
neck ring served primarily as
a convenient means to hold
the bird, but also prevented
it from swallowing larger
ﬁsh. After the cormorant had
caught seven ﬁsh, the neck
band would be loosened so
that the bird could ﬁsh for
itself. The birds were smart enough to know when they had
caught seven ﬁsh, and refused to ﬁsh anymore until the ring was
loosened!

Sources for this article included Cormorants, Darters, and Pelicans of the
World by Paul A. Johnsgard, The Audubon Society Encyclopedia of North American Birds by John K. Terres, and The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Crystal Lake, Tahitian Village, Colovista,
Bastrop SP and Hornsby --- 9/29/04
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey and Dan Callaway
Target bird: Black-bellied Whistling Duck
Our ﬁrst stop going East out of Austin was Walnut Creek
Wastewater Treatment Plant on FM 969 where we saw our target bird plus a Green Heron and a small ﬂock of Scissor-tailed
Flycatchers. After a taco at Donn’s BBQ, we turned South on
973 to Hwy 71 and headed toward Bastrop. Across from the
entrance to McKinney Roughs, we turned right into Bluebonnet Acres. At the dead end, we turned left, then right again to
Crystal Lake. The entrance was closed so we drove around to
the South side to a spot where we could get a good view of the
lake. Fourteen bluebirds were counted along the road, one Redshouldered Hawk was perched in a dead tree and we called up a
White-eyed Vireo.
Continuing East into Bastrop, we turned right between the river
and the railroad. We turned left at every opportunity then followed Lamaloa, turning right on Waikakaaua which eventually
parallels the river. At one of our stops before reaching the golf
course, we scanned the vulture-ﬁlled sky for hawks.
Ingrid said, “that one has a white tail.” I was thinking caracara,
but, no white wing tips. Then we all realized it was an adult
Bald Eagle, dwarﬁng the two Turkey Vultures he was soaring
with. After making a few circles, he went out of sight heading
upriver.
At the intersection with Tahitian Rd, we called up chickadees,
titmice, and gnatcatchers. Here we also spotted a Black-and
White Warbler female.

We then continued East on 71 and into Colovista. We took
the left fork on McAllister Rd where we stopped as soon as we
heard a Pine Warbler. We called him up to the branches over
our heads, then he ﬂew out a short distance in the sunlight so we
could all get great looks. A total of ten were recorded along this
road. We turned right on Craft’s Prairie and back to Colovista
Pkwy. Along here we added American Kestrel and Loggerhead
Shrike. Being time for lunch we entered Bastrop State Park for
a picnic. On our way out, a Greater Roadrunner was perched on
a fence rail out on the golf course.
Our last stop was Hornsby Bend. We visited with Jeff Hanson,
who was conducting the “hawk-watch.” He had been seeing
Cooper’s and Swainson’s Hawks and cormorants as they
migrated south.
We then spent an hour circling the ponds to ﬁnd the following:
Eared Grebe (1), 23 dark ibis and 3 immature whites, several
Little Blue Herons and Snowy Egrets, lots of Blue-winged
Teal and Northern Shovelers, one American Wigeon, one Ringnecked Duck, 2 Ruddy Ducks, one American Avocet, several
Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers, and Barn Swallows, and
one Lark Sparrow. At most points during the day we had Redbellied Woodpeckers, American Crows, Carolina Wrens and
Northern Cardinals.
Total species: 58 (22 by
9am, 34 by 10 am, 38 by
11am and 43 by noon)
Bird of the Day: Bald Eagle

Member News

M

arjorie Adams is an intrepid birder, journalist and moviemaker
based in Austin who has produced a widely distributed Texas
newspaper column, called Bird World, and an award-winning ﬁlm
titled “What Good is a Warbler?”. Through her work, she has helped
popularize birding and encourage conservation throughout Texas.
A new book by Margie is about to be published, which is a compilation
of her columns and other experiences as a naturalist. She and her
husband, Red Adams, are early members of TAS as well as founding
members of the American Birding Association.
- from the Texas Legacy Project
Photo Credit: Mike Powers, December 2003
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Getting Up to BITH-ness
by Stu Wilson

I

won’t say I took a summer job surveying birds in Vermont
simply because the rare Bicknell’s thrush (BITH) breeds at
upper elevations in New England, I love climbing mountains,
and I’d yet to put the species on my life list; but it might have
had a little bit to do with it.
Vermont boasts ﬁve distinct peaks exceeding 4,000 feet in
elevation with Mount Mansﬁeld topping the list at 4,393 feet
and Mount Abraham eking in at 4,006 feet. That this altitudinal
echelon of “Fourers” pales in comparison to Colorado’s 55
“Fourteeners” (peaks exceeding 14,000 feet in elevation)
matters not because, as they say, everything is relative. Also,
there are no Bicknell’s thrushes in Colorado.

Conveniently, three of Vermont’s Fourers were situated in the
Green Mountains within an hour’s drive of the ﬁeld house
southeast of Burlington where I was posted by the Vermont
Fish & Wildlife Research Unit for my 10-week gig, and each
purportedly hosted breeding BITHs. So my plan was to use as
many of my one-days-off each week to scramble up a mountain
in an attempt to bag, i.e., set eyes on, a BITH. In my personal
life listing system, a new bird must be seen and not merely
heard.
As with all rare and desirable bird species that one chooses to
pursue without professional assistance, knowledge of habits
and life history are keys to sighting success. What I knew
about BITHs, and believed to be sufﬁcient when I began
my quest, was the following: 1) Bicknell’s had been split
from Gray-cheeked Thrush in 1995 by AOU primarily on the
basis of vocalization and nesting range; 2) breeding BITHs
are crepuscular, i.e., most active at dawn and dusk, and are
best seen early in the breeding season (May and June) before
they settle down to incubate eggs; and 3) for breeding, they
favored the stunted balsam ﬁr communities found at elevation
throughout New England and the maritime Canadian provinces.
Should be a snap, right?
Foray #1 would be Camel’s Hump near Huntington Center,
Vermont, on 6Jun04. I had been told this was the most
picturesque of Vermont’s peaks and ﬁgured that, if I struck out
on my target, I’d have at least enjoyed some scenery. With the
Burrow’s Trail beginning at elevation 1,800 feet and the peak at
4,083, I’d be negotiating an 18 percent average grade over the
2.4 mile-long trail to the top. Mindful of the crepuscular habits
of my quarry, I awoke at 4:15am and was at the trailhead by
5:30am. It was my intention to hike expeditiously to the top but
alas, distractions were plentiful, e.g., I couldn’t not stop to look
for that hidden Canada Warbler singing his aggressive song 30
feet away and I couldn’t not pause to drink in the exceptional
aerial view of Lake Champlain- the “6th Great Lake”- cradled by
the Adirondacks off to the west.
When I ﬁnally topped out, it was after 7:00am, clear, but cold
and windy. I wandered shivering (I prefer to travel light and
6
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keep moving)
about the mostly
bald mountaintop,
stepping gingerly
to avoid the rare
alpine plants and
listening for the
“preer” call or the
thin piercing song
of BITH. But
the only avian
mountaintop
representatives I
was able to turn
up in several hours
of searching were
Yellow-rumped and
blackpoll warblers,
dark-eyed juncos,
white-throated
sparrows, and a
Swainson’s thrush.
I descended
disappointed but my mood lifted considerably as an unexpected
consolation prize was about to grace my life list. “Sz-leek!”
was the “song” I heard, one repetition per minute, for ten
maddening minutes from a source not 10 yards away in the
coniferous tangles. But scan and search as I might, I could not
lay eyes on the source even though its identity was a 90 percent
certainty. I was ready to resume my descent in shame when a
parting “sz-leek” (reported as “che-bunk” in most ﬁeld guides)
convinced me to give it one last try. There, ﬁnally, was the little
yellow bump-on-a-branch puffball known as yellow-bellied
ﬂycatcher, vocal but so very coy. Back down at the trailhead,
I was greeted by several of YBFL’s cousins, least ﬂycatcher;
thus, an interesting study in empidonax altitudinal ecology had
manifested itself: YBFL up in the balsam ﬁrs at 3,500 feet and
LEFL down in the sugar maples at 1,800.
Attempt #2 was Mount Mansﬁeld, Vermont’s granddaddy
peak, on 13Jun04. To get an early start, I would camp the
night before in its foothills at Underhill State Park. The ﬁrst
kink in my best-laid plans arose when my cereal boxtop sports
watch failed to awaken me at the appointed hour. Nevertheless,
I made fairly good time up and was at the highest point in
Vermont by 6:00am. Again, conditions were chilly and windy
and, again, no initial sign of a BITH, just the same collection
of species as on Camel’s Hump’s summit with the addition of a
trio of noisy common ravens and a surprising Nashville warbler.
Exploring the expanse of Vermont’s roof, I found a good
vantage point several hundred feet below the summit in the
ﬁrs and began to will a BITH to appear. Presently, thrush song
did ensue, but from a considerable distance. The thin, ﬂoating
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

quality, as well as my altitude, suggested it had to be either
Bicknell’s or Swainson’s. Scanning many hundreds of meters
down the mountain with my binox I happened to luck-lock onto
a bird singing lustily from atop a snag: rich brown upper and a
bright white belly. I couldn’t synchronize the snatches of song I
was hearing with the phases where the singer’s bill was thrown
to the sky, but the distance (sound traveling at only 1/5 of a mile
per second) and the roaring winds could have been responsible
for that. How I wished for a scope at that moment! Was this
my lifer BITH?? The characters I was seeing ﬁt none of the
usual mountaintop birds and if one compares the two thrushes,
one notes BITH generally sports the brighter white belly. But
perhaps I was grasping at straws here… Indeed, after some
contemplation I decided that in matters such as this the tie must
go to the bird. I descended defeated once again.
Venture #3 was Mount Abraham on 20Jun04. I covered the
2.6 miles from the Lincoln Gap trailhead at 2,424 feet to the
summit at 4,008 feet in less than two hours and was on top
by 7:00am, distracted by no less than 6 Canada warblers over
the ﬁrst quarter mile of trail and by singing, but annoyingly
unseen, winter wrens throughout. On top, conditions were…
surprise!… cold, windy and overcast! But besides that,
it was also dead silent- not even the mournful song of the
white-throated sparrow. I
was momentarily encouraged
when the winds calmed and
the sun appeared, but this
positive climatological turn was
accompanied by… continued
silence.

H

With continued contemplation a reasonable plan for Assault
#4 began to unfold: I would return to Mount Abraham, hike
the 1.8 miles from the trailhead (2,424 ft) to the Batelle
shelter (3,200 ft) in late afternoon, stash my overnight gear
there, then hike the remaining 800 feet and 0.8 trail miles
to the summit for an evening reconnaissance. If successful,
I would clamber delightedly down the mountain and back
to the ﬁeld house for a much-deserved celebration. If
unsuccessful, I would overnight at the shelter and give it the
old college try again in the morning.
The evening component of the BITH search began in
promising fashion as, from the top of ol’ Abe, I distinctly
heard a singing bird in the ﬁrs below. Setting about the task
of making this heard bird a seen bird, I positioned myself
just below the summit on a comfortable rock perch and
scanned relentlessly with my binoculars. The ﬁrst couple
of minutes were fruitless and it was then that a mixed
team of four or ﬁve hikers peaked out and began to engage
in animated banter accompanied by the sorts of shrieks,
whoops, and hollering that might be typical where possessors
of newly-minted 21-year old ID cards meet their ﬁrst 2-for1 happy hour. I’m not saying they scared away my bird or
prevented other potentially singing BITHs from presenting
themselves, but it would
be safe to conclude that the
level of scientiﬁc inquiry
on the part of the happy
hikers and mine stood at
cross purposes. When they
tumbled off the summit 45
minutes later, I had precious
little decent light left and
decided to make my way
slowly down the trail in the
hopes of intercepting my
quarry on the way.

alfway between
the summit and my
overnight shelter below,
my heart jumped as I
heard the clearest, most
penetrating Bicknell’s thrush
song I’m ever likely to hear.

By now I was convinced that I
had timed my BITH searches to
coincide with a catastrophicallybad breeding season. Perhaps
they had been abused on their
Caribbean wintering grounds or
decided to forsake Vermont and
nest further north in the boreal forest with their gray-cheeked
relatives. I posed these and related questions in an email to
the resident BITH expert at the Vermont Institute of Natural
Science. His reply was succinct: the birds were around but
they weren’t just crepuscular, they were very crepuscular! as in
4:30 am or 8:30 pm crepuscular!

This news got my mind to whirring. What are the logistics that
allow one to be atop the peaks at those times? Only Mount
Mansﬁeld has a road that reaches a point close to the top,
but this is a private toll road that doesn’t open until 9:00am!
My modus operandi to that point had been to travel fast and
light, but, for safety reasons, in daylight; the thought of toting
sleeping bag, tent, etc. to mountaintop was not appealing. I
wasn’t even sure camping was allowed on the summits.

Contributing to the cruel
irony of my failure to that
point was the fact that, during the past two hours atop Mount
Abraham, I had been literally surrounded by thrushes: The
whirry and ethereal song of the Swainson’s thrush provided
a near constant, but under the circumstances rather mocking,
backdrop. On any other occasion, of course, I’d have been
delighted to be encircled by these unearthly minstrels.
Halfway between the summit and my overnight shelter
below, my heart jumped as I heard the clearest, most
penetrating Bicknell’s thrush song I’m ever likely to hear.
He sang two, perhaps three times, and wasn’t more than 25
feet away. The light was sparse, but there would be enough
if I could just… ﬁnd this guy… back in there amongst
the balsam ﬁrs… But try as I might to maneuver for an
continued on next page
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BITH-ness - continued
advantageous viewing angle, I couldn’t overcome the facts that
he had stopped singing, opted for the darkest cluster of ﬁrs he
could ﬁnd, and would not even do me the favor of a wing ﬂutter
so that I might zero in on him. Temporarily beaten yet again,
I was nonetheless optimistic that the two heard birds were a
harbinger that the morning sortie would be a winner. I tramped
down to the shelter and crawled into my sleeping bag.
The night was punctuated by mysterious dreams but the rustling
at the foot of my sleeping bag was no dream. I stopped to
consider what critters might ﬁnd it interesting to inspect a
sleeping human: mouse, rat, bat, skunk…?! The shelter had a
roof, but the entire front side was open-air with only a foot of
vertical space separating the operating from the forest ﬂoor. On
no less than three occasions, I shook off my visitor with a quick
leg twitch but, as with the Bicknell’s thrush, I never did lay eyes
on the interloper.
Shortly before dawn I was awakened by a pelting sound which
gave way to the roar of a mountain thunderstorm. At wake-

up time, the intensity had diminished only slightly so I
made the painful but practical decision that my search for
BITH, at least in this state and during this summer, was
over. I slithered back down the mountain with my tail
tucked between my legs, drove back to the ﬁeld house, and
immersed myself in a full day’s work.
There’s been talk that the AOU is considering lumping
Bicknell’s thrush back in with the gray-cheeked. Birders
generally prefer splits to lumps but a part of me would
be grateful to see Mr. Bicknell fade into the evolutionary
sunset…
Local note: It’s a shame the spotted thrushes (veery along
with wood, Swainson’s, gray-cheeked, Bicknell’s, and
hermit thrush) don’t breed in Texas for their songsmithing
is truly enchanting. The Hermit thrush winters in Texas in
fair numbers but, like a great tenor on a doctor’s-orders
vacation, can only be counted on to utter the occasional low
“chup.”

CBC ...continued from cover page
and South America, Bermuda, the West Indies, and Paciﬁc
islands count and record every individual bird and bird species
seen in a speciﬁed area. During the 103rd count, about 73 million
birds were counted. Thanks in part to Bird Studies Canada, a
leading not-for-proﬁt conservation organization that is Canadian
partner for the CBC, last year again saw a record high – this
time, 1,981 individual counts. Each count group completes a
census of the birds found during one 24-hour period between
December 14 and January 5 in a designated circle 15 miles in
diameter-about 177 square miles. Apart from its attraction as
a social and competitive event, CBC reveals valuable scientiﬁc
data. Now in its 104th year, CBC is larger than ever, expanding
its geographical range and accumulating information about
the winter distributions of various birds, and it is vital in
monitoring the status of resident and migratory birds across the
Western Hemisphere. The data, 100% volunteer generated, have
become a crucial part of the U. S. Government’s natural history
monitoring database. Articles published in the 103rd CBC issue
of American Birds helped ornithologists better understand the
magnitude of the effects of West Nile virus on regional bird
populations. In addition, count results from 1900 to the present
are available through Audubon’s website www.audubon.org/
bird/cbc.
“Backed with over a century of participation and collected data,
the Christmas Bird Count is the longest-running, volunteerbased bird census, spanning three human generations,” said
Geoff LeBaron, Director of Christmas Bird Count. “The CBC
has evolved into a powerful and important tool, one probably
inconceivable to any of the 27 participants on the ﬁrst Christmas
Bird Count. With continually growing environmental pressures,
it seems likely that today’s participants cannot possibly fathom
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the value of their efforts now and in the next century.”
This year, Travis Audubon Society’s CBC will again be led
by Scott Young and Shawn Ashbaugh. We encourage all
Travis Audubon members to join in the fun. Participants
will be assigned to designated areas in the southeast part of
Travis County. Most participants start their counting early
on Saturday morning, but starting times for individuals can
be ﬂexible. For more information, please get hold of Shawn
or Scott using the following contact information. We look
forward to making this year’s count the best yet!
Scott Young
Email: birding-biker@austin.rr.com
Phone: (512) 293-9989
Shawn Ashbaugh
Email: sashbaugh@austin.rr.com
Phone: (512) 217-2844
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Baker Sanctuary News
S

eptember ended with just over
an inch of rainfall here at the
Sanctuary when, on the 14th, we
got .2 inches from a passing, light
shower and another .9 inches of
moisture from a second, heavier
rain. Slightly cooler temperatures
have eased the effects of our dry
weather, at times. For example,
during the second week of
September, our early morning
temperatures registered in the
mid 60’s before returning to
Photo Credit: Chris Doggett
more seasonable temperatures for
the remainder of the month. I really appreciated these cooler
mornings as I trimmed overhanging limbs and brush from the
Sanctuary roads and trails.

the adjacent land use and set forth procedures
for ﬁre prevention, pre-supression, detection and
notiﬁcation, resource protection and mutual aid and
interagency agreements. At that time, I also made
a map of the Sanctuary, showing the roads, trails
and gates with address and gave it to both the North
Shore Volunteer Fire Department who covered
the Sanctuary north of Lime Creek Road and the
Volente Volunteer Fire Department (VVFD) who
covered the Sanctuary south of Lime Creek Road.
Now the Sanctuary is served only by the VVFD and
for the last two years, with the approval of the TAS
Board, I included in my Management Plan budget,
a small donation to the VVFD as a token of our appreciation
for their ﬁre ﬁghting efforts. Hopefully, we won’t have to use
our WMP any time soon, but we now have a plan in place in the
event of a wildﬁre incident.

Several people, after a great deal of effort, helped create the
original Land Management Plan (LMP) for the Travis Audubon
Society Baker Sanctuary in August 1998. This year marks
the ﬁfth year since publication of the LMP and the time had
come for an update. During the last weeks of September,
Marcie and I were busy editing the thirty-eight-page document
to conform to the Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP)
manuscript standards and, this time, the LMP will be saved
in digital format to make future revisions easier. One of the
requirements of the original LMP was a Wildﬁre Management
Plan (WMP) for the Sanctuary. In 2002, I wrote and submitted
a WMP to the BCP that described the Sanctuary, its resources,

I want to thank each and every one of you who visited the
Sanctuary and I hope that you enjoyed your visit. Also, I
want to thank you all for signing in at the Registration Box
and keeping the gates closed and latched. We look forward to
seeing you next year!

Sanctuary Closed Date
The Sanctuary closed on October 23, 2004 and will reopen on January 29, 2005.
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

What Is Earth Share of Texas?
Many members of Travis Audubon Society have the opportunity
to support the work of Travis Audubon and Audubon projects
throughout Texas through
payroll deduction plans
at work. The Audubon
Foundation of Texas is
represented by Earth Share of
Texas, an umbrella group of
Texas’ leading environmental
and conservation groups.
Contributions designated
for Audubon Foundation of
Texas are used for grants to
local Audubon chapters and
to Audubon Texas. Most
workplace giving campaigns
are conducted from September
through early November,
so now is the time to look
for pledge cards in your
workplace.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Look for Earth Share of Texas in campaign literature and
on pledge cards at all state agencies; all state colleges and
universities; federal agencies in most of Texas; Houston and
Austin school districts, Austin,
Dallas, El Paso, and Houston
municipal ofﬁces; and many
private employers, including
American Airlines, Compaq
Computer, Dell, Green Mountain
Energy, and Vignette. If your
employer doesn’t offer the chance
to support Audubon Foundation
of Texas and other Earth Share
of Texas environmental groups,
visit Earth Share of Texas on the
Web at www.earthshare-texas.org,
call 1-800-GREENTX, or email
estx@earthshare-texas.org. You
may also contact Bryan Hale at
474-5499 or John Kelly at 3318693.
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DASTARDLY DUOS
Reprinted bi-monthly with permission from Tucson Audubon Society
(www.tucsonaudubon.org).
In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon Society Checklist indicates that
American Kestrel and Merlin can be found together during September,
October, November, December, January, February, March, and April.

American Kestrel and Merlin
by Larry Liese (from the October, 2002, Vermilion Flycatcher
newsletter)

I

’ll never forget identifying my ﬁrst Merlin. I was in upper
Pima Canyon when a small dark raptor zipped across the way
into a small tree. I was just getting serious about birding, trying to identify everything I saw and knew this was something
new. With trembling ﬁngers I paged through the raptors in my
Golden guide … and there it was. Everything ﬁt: small, dark,
direct ﬂight, an open area, lack of facial pattern … oh darn, I
can’t see its tail – wait, yes it’s barred black & white – a Merlin!
What a lifer! Ch-ching!

are darker and have a weak mustache. They also have heavier
under-part streaking and males have noticeable rufous washes to
the under-tail, legs, and upper breast. Prairie birds are very light,
lack much of a mustache, have ﬁner streaking underneath, and
wider light bands on the tail. Look for the rufous wash seen on
the male’s leg feathers.

So, are you ready to graduate from a beginner to an intermediate
birder? Bagging this species on your own is a good milestone
for how your birding skill is advancing. Good places to look
are open areas with good hunting for birds and insects such
as along the Santa Cruz River north of Prince, or in the Avra
Valley. I’ve seen them at the Pecan Grove.
Keep at it and good luck!
American
Kestrel

Taiga
Merlin

Prairie Merlin

Always a good bird for the day and a personal favorite of mine,
the Merlin – (Falco columbarius) is an uncommon falcon seen
in our area between mid-September and April. It has three distinct forms: Taiga (columbarius), Prairie (richardsonii), and
Black (suckleyi), with Arizona sightings about equally split
between the ﬁrst two. Black Merlins are found mostly on the
Paciﬁc coast.
Don’t expect to get to study this species at your leisure when
you encounter one. A typical sighting is a close whoosh! as
one careens by followed by one of the more seasoned birders
exclaiming: “Wow! I think that was a Merlin!” Sometimes
you’ll get a medium-distance perched view, and almost always
there will be only one bird present.
What should you look for during that ﬂeeting moment? Fast,
direct ﬂight on pointed, angular wings will be your ﬁrst clue.
You won’t be confusing this bird with a Kestrel, its nearest
look-alike (see – I had to make it a duo in here somewhere).
Zoom in on the head or tail, whichever you get the best look at.
There is only a weak facial pattern on the head, weaker than for
the much larger Prairie Falcon. The strongly barred tail pattern
is a clincher. It will vary between races and sexes from almost
black and white to dark brown and tan, with the last dark band
wider than the rest. Other ﬁeld marks are subtle. On perched
birds look for a white throat and wings that do not reach the tail
tip.
Kestrel

Merlin
Differentiating between race and sex is tough on a ﬂyby, but for
a perched bird, look at the mantle for color and overall darkness. Males have a blue-gray back, while females’ upper parts
are brown. Females are larger as in most raptors, with tail bars
looking more tan. Both are heavily streaked below. Taiga birds
10
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Young Birders News
Brentwood Elementary Swift Night Out
On Sunday evening, September 12, about 45 parents, children, teachers and neighbors gathered at Brentwood Elementary School
to participate in Swift Night Out. Brentwood has a giant chimney tower where art teacher Linda Anderson witnessed several
Chimney Swifts leaving in the early morning hours when she ﬁrst arrived at school. Julia and Andy Balinsky were invited to
attend the event to talk about swifts; their nesting, roosting and migration habits. The Kyles provided us with handouts which were
well received. We all enjoyed picnic dinners on the lawn before dusk set in. Then everyone excitedly watched and counted as 102
Chimney Swifts circled and ﬂew into the school’s chimney for their nightly roost.

“

Audubon Adventures is a great educational tool. The information is compact, attractively presented and
the kids enjoy reading the papers. We have used them when we study habitats and animals. There is
a large amount of information squeezed in to the units of study. I liked using the Audubon’s materials
along with information from our Science textbooks. This is a really GREAT program to share with the
schools.
I’d love to receive Audubon Adventures for my class! The students
loved reading them last year, and it’s a great supplement to our
curriculum.

Audubon Adventures Classroom Kits Needed
Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Audubon Adventures has
released another all new classroom kit for grades 3 - 6. The
featured topics are:
*The Secret World of Plants
*Sharing the Earth
*Birds of Prey
*Butterﬂies
Audubon Adventures includes
action-oriented content about

”

healthy habitats, essays, written puzzles, word challenges,
games, and recommended web sites.
Please consider sponsoring a classroom by donating to the
TAS Audubon Adventures program. Mail your donations
to Travis Audubon Society, P.O. Box 40787, Austin TX
78704. The cost is approximately $40 per kit which serves
32 students. Please note on the check that it is for Audubon
Adventures.
Please contact me (jwaxwing@employees.org) if you know
of an area teacher who would like to receive a Classroom
Kit. Many thanks.
Julia Balinsky

Thursday, November 18, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: Central Texas - Sparrow Heaven
Presenter: Dr Byron Stone
This presentation will feature digital photos of over 20 species of sparrows which occur regularly in the Austin area,
with tips on identiﬁcation, where to ﬁnd them, and what can be done to preserve their habitats.
Dr Byron Stone is a physician, naturalist, and native Texan, who has been
a birder for over two decades. Dr. Stone is teaching the TAS sparrow class
again this winter, and also led ﬁeld trips to the Granger area for the TOS
meeting this past October.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: Highland Park Baptist Church, 5206
Balcones Dr. (Exit MoPac at 2222, go west on 2222, turn left on Balcones
Drive, stay to the left at the fork, then turn right into the church parking lot.)
Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www.
ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS Events Nov 2004
Saturday, November 6, Fall Bird Walk at Riata Pond/Yett Creek Park.
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM One co-leader needed. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.
Fall Bird Walk com, (w) 328-9453) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information.
Saturday, November 13, Joint TAS/TLAS field trip to Fort Hood (near Killeen).
6:30 AM – 3:00 PM Registration required, trip maximum is 20. Rich Kostecke, Ph.D., of The Nature
Joint TAS/TLAS field trip Conservancy of Texas, and Gil Eckrich, Outreach Coordinator for the Natural
Resources Management Branch at Fort Hood, and members of Twin Lakes Audubon
Society (TLAS) will be our hosts for some fall birding and color viewing on Fort
Hood. A primary stop will be Maple Canyon (to view Big-tooth Maples in their
fall color). Other stops could include the grasslands on the West Range of Fort
Hood (to look for Burrowing Owl, longspurs, etc.), previously burned areas (for
woodpeckers, bluebirds, and a variety of other songbirds), and the Cowhouse Creek
Arm of Belton Lake (for waterfowl, grebes, gulls, Osprey, Bald Eagle, etc.). It will
be necessary to carpool in a few high clearance vehicles (4WD is not necessarily
needed, but could be useful) while on Fort Hood – some of the travel will be on
very dusty, dirt roads with severe bumps, ruts, rocks, and stray concertina wire.
Picture identification (i.e., a driver’s license or passport) for all participants, and
proof of vehicle registration and insurance for those drivers entering the base, will
be required at the access control point. The TAS carpool caravan will leave Round
Rock at 6:30 AM sharp – we will meet Rich and Gil at one of the Fort Hood access
control points at 7:30 AM, do some hiking and eat lunch in the field, wrap things up
by 2:00 PM or so (depending on interest), and then head back to Round Rock. Bring
a picture ID, sunscreen, a hat, hiking boots, insect repellant, snack/lunch, and lots
of water. Please remove all firearms from your vehicle before entering Fort Hood.
Contact Kathy McCormack (kathy.mccormack@freescale.com, (w) 895-7268) to
register or for more information.

Saturday, November 13, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more
Monthly Bird Count information.
Saturday, November 20, Joint TAS/TLAS field trip to Granger Lake.
7:00 AM – 12:00 PM Registration required, trip maximum is 15. Tim Fennell and Byron Stone will be
Joint TAS/TLAS field trip leading this joint, half-day, introductory field trip for TAS and Twin Lakes Audubon
Society (TLAS). This field trip will sample a variety of habitats as we search for
ducks, shorebirds (including Mountain Plovers), woodland birds, and sparrows.
Byron will present a program on sparrows at the TAS November meeting and
this trip will provide a good opportunity to apply some of the tips learned from
Byron’s presentation. Bring snack/lunch/water. Contact Kathy McCormack (kathy.
mccormack@freescale.com, (w) 895-7268) to register or for more information.
Contact Kathy McCormack (kathy.mccormack@freescale.com, (w) 895-7268) to
register or for more information.

Saturday, November 20, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park.
8:00 – 11:00 AM Led by Charles Stephens and Rob Fergus. Contact Charles Stephens
Monthly Bird Walk (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) or Rob Fergus (fergus@mail.
utexas.edu, (w) 347-7572) for more information.
November 20, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend.
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM Led by Richard Kaskan. Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748Monthly Bird Walk 8660) for more information.

Saturday, November 27 Bird Walk at Your Local Park. Go bird! 
(Thanksgiving Weekend) a couple of hours after sunrise (7:07 AM) or before sunset (5:30 PM).
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Other events & news....
Local Area Christmas Bird Counts
Monday, Janury 3rd: Westcave Preserve CBC.
Volunteers needed For information: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659.

Monday, December 20th: Balcones Canyonlands CBC.
No participation fee is being charged this year. For information:
John Kelly, 331-8693.

Austin Butterfly Forum
Monday, November 22th, 7 pm:
The Austin Butterﬂy Forum meets in the auditorium of
the Zilker Garden Center. Members and guests will share

their favorite butterﬂy photos and stories of the year. For
information, contact Dan Hardy at 328-8750.

More Member News
Former TAS board member CHUCK SEXTON has been
selected for the Environmental Award given by the Daughters
of the American Revolution. Chuck is the biologist at the
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge.

Longtime TAS member GRACE GROCE passed away recently.
Grace helped compile the history of Travis Audubon’s ﬁrst 25
years, now in the collection of the Austin History Center.

Training Series for Songbird Festival Field Trip Co-Leaders

W

ould you be willing to co-lead a field trip at next May’s
Lago Vista Songbird Festival, but don’t think that you
know enough about the birds and other plants and animals in
the Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR) ?
Well, here’s the opportunity that you’ve been waiting for ! Over
several months and at each meeting, we’ll spend about an hour
reviewing species lists and field guides, then take a short break,
and then spend one-to-two hours in the field to reinforce what
we’ve learned. We will focus on the flora and fauna likely to be
present during the Festival, but information will also be provided
on the other species reported from the Refuge. Several guest
instructors will discuss the following potential topics (but please
note that this list is subject to change !):
• October – butterflies, grasses, BCNWR history/facts
• November – reptiles, trees, shrubs
• January – mammals, geology, climate/weather
• February – birds, amphibians, tips on how to co-lead field
trips, review tentative list of Festival field trip locations/
schedules
• March – dragonflies, damselflies, flowers, birding by
ear, match Festival field trips with co-leaders, preliminary
Festival logistics (maps, keys/codes, radios, etc.)

• April – review all bird species (and answer any questions
about other flora and fauna) likely to be present during the
Festival, final Festival logistics, tour parts of the Refuge likely
to be visited during the Festival
Snacks will be provided in the classroom. Bring your own field guides
if you have them, but some will also be available to share. Don’t
worry, there won’t be a test at the end – but you’ll definitely feel
more confident about your ability to help others enjoy the Festival.
This invitation is going out to the members of the Travis Audubon
Society, the Capital Area Master Naturalists (hours will count toward
the advanced training requirement), the Highland Lakes Master
Naturalists, the Highland Lakes Birding and Wildflower Society,
the Williamson County Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSoT),
the Highland Lakes NPSoT, the Austin NPSoT, and the Friends of
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. Participants who colead a field trip at the Songbird Festival will receive free registration,
dinner at the Festival Keynote Address, and one additional field trip at
no charge (CAMN members will also earn approved volunteer hours).
Contact John Kelly (jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, (h) 331-8693), Jean
Nance (jnance@texas.net, (h) 259-0299), or Kathy McCormack (kathy.
mccormack@freescale.com, (w) 895-7268) for meeting date/time
information. Come learn more about our closest National Wildlife
Refuge and support our closest annual Nature Festival !

About TAS Field Trips

All TAS ﬁeld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced
birders. Wear appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips
are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips,
including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.

About Hornsby Bend

Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby
Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.edu/hornsby.
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Committee

TAS N E W S

Education Committee News

B

eginning this fall, the Education Committee is trying a new
format for our monthly meetings. Instead of each meeting being held the ﬁrst Monday of each month at the library, we
are meeting “in person” once a quarter and holding the other
two meetings in the quarter via e-mail on the ﬁrst Monday of

the month. In November we will hold our group meeting
in the library, as noted in the “TAS Meetings” column. We
welcome guests and members who would like to join the
Education Committee. For further information, contact Jean
Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com, 343-7053.

Membership Committee News

O

ne of the services I am often asked for is a bulletin
board where members can post messages. This is often
a request for others who may be going on a ﬁeld trip, in an
attempt to ﬁnd other folks for a car pool, or a message asking
if anyone would be interested in a trip further aﬁeld than
usual. It occurs to me, though, that this would be useful to
swap ideas, ask questions, and generally get together as a
Birding and Conservation community. So here’s the thing.
We are already set up on Yahoo Groups as TravisAudubon –
note no space – although a search for Travis Audubon Society
will also ﬁnd us. There are only 22 folks who presently
belong to this group, and I think it’s because we haven’t told
anyone of it.

If you go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TravisAudubon
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TravisAudubon//
you will ﬁnd the Group, and the only small snag is that you
have to sign up for a Yahoo ID, if you don’t already have one
– it is free! Be careful to uncheck the email box so that you do
not start getting emails through a new Yahoo address.
If those of you interested in this will sign up, I will monitor the
group for the next month or so to make sure that no questions
go unanswered, and after that it should be self sustaining. As
always, let me know what you think, or email me if you have
difﬁculties with logging on to the Group. You’ll ﬁnd me at
ckdoggett@mindspring.com.
Chris Doggett

Nominating Committee News

T

he Nominating Committee is responsible for nominating
candidates for membership on the Board of Directors to
succeed those whose terms of ofﬁce are about to expire. The
committee is made up of ﬁve members of the society. The president, one board member, and three TAS members who are not
board members.
The members of this year’s Nominating Committee are:

Shelia Hargis, shargis@austin.rr.com, 291-1861
Pat Dillon, hellopdillon@hotmail.com, 347-0452
Jackie Davis, jackietexnat@juno.com, 292-6261
Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com, 343-7053
Tess Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com, 293-1880
If you are interested in serving on the board or know of someone who would make a good board member, please contact
one of the committee members.

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: will be meeting on 11/4/04 and 12/2/04, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August. See page 11 for
November meeting details
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TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES

T

ravis Audubon Society depends on the generous donation of
time and effort from our volunteers to accomplish our mission.
No matter how much time you have available to donate, we would
love your help. Below are a variety of volunteer opportunities. You
will notice that we have a lot of repeat postings each month, this is
where we need you the most. Find something that interests you and
get involved! You can help as little or much as you want. Not only
will you make a contribution to the society, you’ll also meet some
great new friends and birding buddies. Check our website for updates. If by chance you don’t see anything that interests you on the
list, contact our Volunteer Opportunities coordinator, Rob Bates, at
robertkbates@hotmail.com or 528-9317 to discuss speciﬁc interests
and talents that you’d like to put to work for TAS. Thank you!

Birders to Survey Private Land:
Occasionally we get requests from individuals for a birder
or birders to visit their property and survey the birds. If
interested, contact myself, Rob Bates at 528-9317 or
robertkbates@hotmail.com. I’ll maintain a list of volunteers
for future requests.
Christmas Party Help:
We need help with a variety of tasks such as:
ﬁnding a party location, coordinating food
coordinating activities, gathering door prizes
coordinating the silent auction, decorating
welcoming guests, cleaning up etc.
Pitch in and help make this our best Christmas party ever!
Contact Shelia at 291-1861 or shargis@austin.rr.com.
Webmaster: maintain & improve our website. Contact
Chris Doggett at ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-8985500.
Membership Committee Members: help maintain
& increase our membership. Contact Chris Doggett at
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Adult Education Committee Members: help coordinate
adult educational opportunities. Contact Roxie Rochat at
rrochat@austin.rr.com or 345-6935.
Youth Education Committee Members: help coordinate
youth educational opportunities, assist with our fall youth
camp. Contact Julia Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balin
sky.com or 926-7312.
Field Trip Committee Members: help coordinate ﬁeld trips. Contact Kathy McCormack at Kathy.
McCormack@freescale.com.
Field Trip Leaders: lead a ﬁeld trip to your favorite
birding location. Contact Kathy McCormack at Kathy.
McCormack@freescale.com.
Programs Committee Members: help coordinate monthly
general meetings. Contact Howie Richey at zow@io.com.
Hospitality Coordinator: coordinate refreshments for
monthly general meetings & other events (budget available).
Contact Howie Richey at zow@io.com.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Volunteers Of the Month for November

Dale & Pat Bulla
The Bullas are excellent examples of what it means
to be a volunteer. Dale and Pat volunteer their time
in many ways, such as the TAS Wildscaping Class,
the Bull Creek Foundation, and the National Wildlife
Society: Habitat Stewards. The Bullas play an important
role hosting Habitat Stewards in Training. Their home in
Jester is an outstanding example of an environmentally
friendly landscape. You can see pictures of the habitat
that Dale and Pat have created at the TAS website,
Urban Habitat section. A Big Thank You is in order for
all of the hard work that Dale and Pat Bulla graciously
donate to good causes.
Nature Book Club Coordinator: develop & coordinate a
monthly book club focusing on books about nature. Contact
Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.
Austin Nature Day 2005 Committee Members: help coordinate ﬁeld trips & other activities in association with other likeminded organizations. Contact Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.
rr.com or 291-1861.
Lago Vista Songbird Festival Committee Members: coordinate ﬁeld trips for the spring festival (work closely with Friends
of Balcones Canyonland National Wildlife Refuge). Contact
Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

Baker Sanctuary Trail Guide: develop & produce a trail
guide for the Baker Sanctuary trails including information
about geology, plants, and history. Contact John Wilcox at
jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425.
Photographers: we would like to have bird pictures to
use on our website and in Signal Smoke. Also, we’d love to
have an “ofﬁcial” photographer to take pictures at various
events. Interested individuals can contact Shelia at 291-1861 or
shargis@austin.rr.com.
Carpenter or handy-person: to build Chimney Swift towers.
For now interested individuals can contact Shelia at 291-1861
or shargis@austin.rr.com.
Sales Committee would like an assistant to help with sales
and interested parties should contact MarcieWilcox via email at
birdsnbats@hotmail.com or by phone - 512-219-8425
Property & Finance Committee Member: someone that
is interested in the basic ﬁnancial running of the society can
contact Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.
S I G N A L S M O K E / November 2 0 0 4
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Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org

Local and National
Audubon
Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting
local conservation, education, and research projects. You may
also join the National Audubon Society through their website
at www.audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you
will enjoy Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive
the quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues
going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through
the mail), priority sign-up on local field trips, and educational
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and programs.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.
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Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$10
$20
$30
$60

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size _________________
 This is a gift membership from _________________________
 I would like to save TAS money and natural resources.
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy.
Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

