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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

W

elcome to our ﬁrst theme issue. I’m certain you will
ﬁnd the migration theme interesting and informative. If
you agree, let Tess know. Then, get out and enjoy migration!

Our book club read Hope is the Thing with Features by
Christopher Cokinos. It was a sad book because the topic
was extinct birds, but it was also very educational. I now
know more about the Carolina Parakeet, the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker, the Passenger Pigeon and several other
extinct species. I highly recommend the book.

Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

We have new bylaws! Thank you to everyone who read
the proposed bylaws, to everyone who provided feedback, and to everyone who
attended the February membership meeting and voted. Now we can move on to
more exciting projects.
One such project is Austin Nature Day, April 16. I expect this to be a great
Continued on page 8
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

T

he date was April 21, 1952.
Overcast, threatening
weather grounded many birds on
the UT Austin campus. Indigo
and Painted Buntings, and Claycolored Sparrows fed in the
grass. Eight days later. Gray
Jane Tillman, Catbirds and warblers showed
photo by Robert Baumgardner up on the campus’ South Mall.
In their memoir, Two Texas
Birders: Cameos and Capers, Fred and Marie Webster report
that all that April activity hooked them on birding.
Back then you did not have to travel far to see “good birds.”
Can you still ﬁnd them during spring migration without much
driving? This question was posed to several Travis Audubon
members. Here are some places worth checking out if you can’t
make that trip to High Island. For more complete information
on locations, check the Travis Audubon website which has
a link to the best birding places in the Austin area. Weather
conditions, your birding skill, and the time of month are all
going to inﬂuence your success.
Would you settle for a Yellow-breasted Chat or Yellow-throated
Vireo just down the road at Blunn Creek Nature Preserve?
Blunn Creek Preserve is 38 acres in the heart of South Austin.
It and the greenbelt along Blunn Creek should have all kinds
of warblers. Kathy McCormack saw a Chestnut-sided Warbler
there in early May. John Kelly saw an American Bittern there,
too. Richard Kaskan reported a Swainson’s Thrush.
Stan VanSandt, south in the Jones Road/Manchaca area right
across from Williamson Creek, in his certiﬁed backyard wildlife
habitat, has seen Tennessee, Yellow, Nashville, and Blackthroated Green Warblers as well as a Yellow-billed Cuckoo. He
mainly sees the activity in his live oaks and pecan trees.
Barton Creek Greenbelt starting at the bathhouse should turn up
some warblers, as will Town Lake over by the Austin AmericanStatesman ofﬁces. Barton Creek Greenbelt near 360 also can be
productive for birds like summer nester Painted Bunting.
Ask Charles Stephens where the fruiting mulberries are in Roy
Guerrero Park to ﬁnd more migrants. (There are two native
Texas mulberry tree species that you could plant in your yard,
just being careful about placement to avoid the bird and fruit
droppings.)
Richard Kaskan says, “Look up and be patient.” The Capitol
Grounds aren’t as good as they used to be, but he has seen
Yellow, Wilson’s, Magnolia, Tennessee, and Nashville Warblers
there, as well as American Redstart, Ovenbird, Rose-breasted
Grosbeak, and Summer Tanagers, from mid April until the ﬁrst
part of May. Richard has had the most luck on the SE and SW
sides.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Where to Look
for Urban Migrants
The tall trees in Eastwoods Park at 3001 Harris Park, just north of
the University of Texas campus, can be a migrant trap. Charles
Stephens says, “The whole stretch of Waller Creek up through the
UT area can be good.”
Byron Stone’s advice is to check your local cemetery, especially
Austin Memorial Park on Hancock, off Mopac. While you are
there, admire the coral honeysuckle on the fences. There has to
be a hummingbird there somewhere. The Texas State Cemetery in
east Austin is worth a look too.
Stu Wilson birds a lot in Northwest Park in north central Austin,
where he has compiled a list of birds just passing through and
summer residents. His list includes Solitary Sandpiper, Eastern
Kingbird, Swainson’s Thrush, Warbling Vireo, Nashville Warbler,
Yellow Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler,
Wilson’s Warbler, Clay-colored Sparrow, Painted Bunting and
Orchard Oriole.
Riata Trace Pond, off 183 North and Oak Knoll, and the
neighboring Yett Creek Park should yield some Nashville and
Yellow Warblers, especially in the willow trees below the outﬂow,
according to Kathy McCormack. Check out the nice job that this
development does, keeping some of the native vegetation. Stu’s
list from there includes Green Heron and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.
Jean Martin doesn’t need to leave home at all to see migrants.
She describes her yard as “a standard sized city lot in northwest
Austin (north of the Arboretum) with a fair amount of native
landscaping--ﬁve large Live Oak trees, a Shumard Oak, a Rusty
Blackhaw Viburnum, several Yaupons, an Evergreen Sumac, and
Texas Mountain Laurel.” She sees most of the warblers and vireos
in the sprawling Mexican Buckeye, which hosts lots of insects.
She provides supplemental food and water. There is plenty of
shrubbery for shelter. Here is a partial list of migrants who have
paid her a visit: Warbling Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Nashville
Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler,
Bay-breasted Warbler. Black-and-White Warbler, Blue-winged
Warbler, Palm Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow Warbler,
Tennessee Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Gray
Catbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and Swainson’s Thrush. When
you think of the journeys that some of these migrants still have
ahead of them, Jean’s avian bed and breakfast is a real lifesaver.
So, the bottom line is, “Don’t leave home without your binoculars
in April and early May.” And plant more natives, so some days
you won’t need to leave home at all!
Thanks to all the birders who helped with this article!
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

H

ave you seen any migrants yet? April is an exciting month
for birding because so many birds are arriving, leaving,
or passing through as they ﬂy from their winter range to their
summer range. Some that spent the winter in central Texas,
such as White-crowned Sparrows and Northern Shovelers,
will leave for the northern United States and Canada. Those
that departed for Mexico and Latin America last fall, such as
Western Kingbirds and Common Nighthawks, will return to
nest. Still others, passage migrants like Baird’s Sandpipers and
Franklin’s Gulls, neither winter nor breed here, but may stop for
rest and sustenance as they pass through.
Migration demands a lot from birds. It takes a great deal
of energy and endurance. The risk of fatal encounters with
foul weather or predators is high. Why do they take the risk?
Wouldn’t it be better just to stay put?
The primary reason for bird migration is the seasonal change
in the availability of food or a bird’s food needs. For instance,
a Black-throated Green Warbler can ﬁnd enough to eat to
support itself in the forests of Guatemala. It may be able to
live out its life quite comfortably right there – if it wasn’t for
the urge to procreate. Food in the tropics is plentiful, but so is
the competition for it. To raise a brood of hungry nestlings, our
warbler must be able to capture large amounts of food in a short
time.
During the summer, Canadian forests teem with the very insects
a nestling Black-throated Green Warbler needs. Even better,
there is comparatively little competition for them. Our warbler
will have a much better chance of successfully raising young
there than in Guatemala. Unfortunately, Canadian winters are
harsh. Insects either die or go dormant, leaving insectivorous
birds like warblers with nothing to eat. To survive, our Blackthroated Green Warbler returns to the Guatemalan forest until
the procreative urge strikes again.
Our warbler doesn’t actually think this all through. For obligate
migrants – those birds that must leave their breeding grounds
every year – the migratory urge has become instinctual.
Canadian winters are always too cold for insects, and the onset
of killing frosts is predictable. Over the years, the Blackthroated Green Warblers that fattened up for migration as days
grew short, before the cold weather arrived, were much more
likely to survive to reproduce the following year than were
those that waited until the cold actually hit. So the instinct to
migrate, tied to day length, gradually evolved.
Not all birds migrate, of course, and not all migration is
genetically programmed. If a bird can ﬁnd enough food to
stay on its breeding grounds through the winter, it is a deﬁnite
advantage to stay put. In central Texas, Carolina Chickadees
and Ladder-backed Woodpeckers do just that. Other birds can
ﬁnd enough food in their breeding range some winters, but not
in others. Since the shortages are not predictable, these species

do not develop an instinct to migrate. Nevertheless, when food
runs short, they must go elsewhere to ﬁnd it. These species are
called facultative migrants, and their mass migrations in lean
years are called irruptions. Pine Siskins irrupted into central
Texas this past winter.
For most bird species, migration is not an either/or proposition:
some individuals migrate, while others don’t. For these partial
migrants, there is usually enough winter food to support some,
but not all, of the individuals that breed in the area. Or else,
all the birds in part of the species’ range migrate, but those in
other areas do not. Eastern Phoebes are partial migrants. All,
or nearly all, Eastern Phoebes leave Iowa during the winter, for
instance, but most of the Eastern Phoebes here in central Texas
are year-round residents. (Some may migrate, too, since insects
are not as plentiful here in the winter.)
Food availability determines whether a bird migrates, but
other matters inﬂuence how it ﬂies, even the time of day that it
travels.
Some birds migrate during the day. These include cranes,
swallows, hawks, pelicans, and geese. Other birds, especially
the small passerines (or perching birds), travel at night. Still
others, such as sandpipers, swifts, and ducks, will migrate both
by day and by night. Why the difference? In particular, why
would birds that are normally active only in daylight hours
undertake such an arduous endeavor at night?
One reason may be thermodynamics. Sustained ﬂight requires
an enormous expenditure of energy, and as a bird’s muscles
work they produce heat. Flying at night, when the air is cooler,
may allow a small bird to “keep its cool” as it ﬂies. Then, too,
by ﬂying at night, a bird can spend the daylight hours re-fueling
for the next leg of the journey.
Predators, however, may be the deciding factor. Most strictlynocturnal migrants are small birds that are not particularly
strong ﬂyers. Many ﬂycatchers, warblers, vireos, wrens,
grosbeaks, tanagers, orioles, and thrushes are woodland birds
that don’t spend much time in the open. Many sparrows live in
open country, but remain hidden in brush or grass most of the
time. In open air, they are especially vulnerable to attack from
Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned Hawks and falcons, all of which
are also migrating now.
Smaller birds that do ﬂy well, such as swallows and swifts, will
migrate during the day. These species catch their insect food
on the wing, so by migrating in daylight they can eat as they
go. Sandpipers and blackbirds also migrate by day. Though
some are strong ﬂyers, they are not as agile as the swifts and
swallows, so are still vulnerable to fast-ﬂying predators such
as Merlins and Peregrine Falcons. For this reason, these birds
usually travel in ﬂocks – unlike nocturnal migrants which
generally ﬂy solo. Picking one bird from a tight ﬂock is a tricky
Continued on next page
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THE

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to LCRA ‘Canyon of the Eagles’ --- 3/2/05
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey, Homer Cunningham,
CatﬁshKelly and Dan Callaway

feeding from a watery perch about 150 yards out. After
scoping, we determined they were mostly Cave, some Tree, and
one Barn.

Target bird: Common Loon (none found)

F

rom Burnet we headed West on 29 about 3 miles and
turned right on FM2341. About 6 miles we turned right on
CR 113. This road comes out on 2341 about 5 miles further
North. There are 3 closed gates to go through and 2 low-water
crossings. Although this road is public property, it is not wellmaintained and should probably be avoided in wet weather and
hunting season. Birds along this route included Great Blue
Heron, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestral, Mourning and
Common Ground-Dove, Golden-fronted and Ladder-backed
Woodpeckers, Eastern Phoebe, Black-crested Titmouse, Cactus,
Bewick’s and House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, American Robin,
Northern Cardinal, Rufous-crowned, Chipping, Field, Vesper,
Lark, Black-throatd, Savannah, Song and Lincoln’s Sparrows,
Dark-eyed Junco, House Finch and American Goldﬁnch.
Continuing North on 2341, we saw Green-winged Teal and
heard a Canyon Wren at the creek crossing. The county park
boat ramp had Mallards, American Coots and Ring-billed Gulls.
A Spotted Towhee and other good birds were on the road behind
the convenience store.
At the end of 2341, we entered Canyon of the Eagles park and
drove to the West end to Tanner’s Point. Out from the ﬁshing
pier, Purple Martins were ﬂying over the cove waters. Five
American White Pelicans sailed in like a ﬂeet of bombers
approaching an air strip. Three species of swallows were

Forster’s Terns were diving into the lake from high above.
Double-crested Cormorants were perched on woody lake debri
waiting for the sun to pop out which didn’t happen. Woodland
birds in this area were Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Orange-crowned
and Yellow-rumped Warblers. The waterfront of the river cruise
landing revealed one preening Wilson’s Snipe. Three Common
Ground-Doves were gathering gravel in a path near the
ampitheater. As we ate lunch in the tent camping area, we saw a
Spotted Sandpiper, Belted Kingﬁsher, and Carolina Chickadee.
Returning South we spotted a Greater Roadrunner in the front
yard of a house in Donnall Estates. About 100 yards in at
Council Creek South, Catﬁsh spied a Blue-headed Vireo that
came to the tape. At CR114, we turned right, then left onto
Graphite Mine road. One Hermit Thrush was heard responding
to the tape. CR 114 becomes FM 690 that took us back to29.
FM 690 crosses 2 lagoons that contained Gadwall and Northern
Shoveler. At the boat ramp South of Cassie’s subdivision, we
watched 2 Red-breasted Mergansers only about 30 yards out
from the shore. Other good sightings for the day were Western
Scrub-Jay and Common Raven.
Total species: 70
Best birds: Red-breasted Mergansers and Tree Swallows
Dominant bird: Chipping Sparrow

Naturalist’s Calendar contnued
business, and the falcon that tries often comes away emptytaloned.
Hawks, in turn, ﬂy during the day so that they can use thermals,
rising currents of sun-heated air. Cranes, pelicans, and some
other large soaring birds migrate by day for the same reason.
These diurnal migrants are usually the birds you will see
actually migrating. Circling kettles of hawks and pelicans
are conspicuous overhead, as are long skeins of geese, cranes,
and cormorants. You might also notice a cloud of migrating
blackbirds or a weaving ﬂock of shorebirds. Nocturnal
migrants, on the other hand, seem to appear and disappear as if
by magic: not here yesterday, here today, gone tomorrow. But
if you stand outside on a quiet April night, you may hear the
calls of these night ﬂyers overhead. You might even be lucky
enough to catch sight of one as it ﬂies across the face of the
moon.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Finding their way, birds and navigation
H

ow do birds do it? How does that Barn Swallow return
to the nest she built under your eaves after a journey of
several hundred miles? How does the Chimney Swift ﬁnd its
way back to your chimney, or the Black-chinned Hummingbird
to your sugar-water feeder? Among all the wooded canyons in
the Hill Country, how does a Golden-cheeked Warbler re-locate
– in the dark, no less – the very canyon where it raised a family
last year?

visible, the buntings were able to orient themselves.

The results of displacement experiments – in which a bird is
transported many miles from its home into unfamiliar territory,
then released – suggest that all birds, not just migratory
species, have amazing navigational abilities. Carrier pigeons,
in particular, which are descended from non-migratory Rock
Pigeons, have legendary homing abilities. They have been
helpful “guinea pigs” as ornithologists have tried to piece
together the puzzle of how birds ﬁnd their way.

Though birds use the sun and the stars as compasses, the moon
is apparently no help to them. In some cases a bright moon may
even distract them, much as bright artiﬁcial lights do, possibly
by obscuring star patterns. Mallards in one study had more
difﬁculty orienting themselves under a full moon than on a
moon-less night.

European Starlings, however, were the ﬁrst to help
ornithologists conﬁrm one way that birds orient themselves.
Around 1950, Gustav Kramer, a German biologist, noticed that,
during the season when free-ﬂying starlings were migrating, the
starlings he kept in cages exposed to the sky became restless.
This migratory restlessness, or Zugunruhe, of caged migratory
birds, had been known for decades, but Kramer was the ﬁrst to
notice an interesting pattern. On sunny days the birds gravitated
toward the side of the cage in the direction that they would
ordinarily migrate. On cloudy days, they moved aimlessly. He
experimented by shifting the apparent direction of the sun with
mirrors. The starlings changed their movements accordingly.
Gustav Kramer had proven that starlings use the sun as a
compass.
Determining one’s bearings by the sun is no small feat. A bird
must be able to account for the sun’s movement across the sky
as the earth rotates. Yet the solar compass of carrier pigeons has
been shown to be accurate to within about 5 degrees.
Birds apparently calibrate their solar compass by means of
an internal circadian clock. This is the same clock possessed
by many animals – including humans. Birds are particularly
sensitive to day length (which is how they know when to
prepare for migration). In another test, ornithologists “reset”
the clocks of captive carrier pigeons by gradually shifting the
light and dark periods to which they were exposed. When
released, the pigeons misinterpreted the time to be either earlier
or later than it actually was. Their orientation by the sun was
skewed respectively.
Nocturnal migrants can orient themselves by the stars, though
only a small portion of the night sky is useful to them. In
planetarium experiments with captive Indigo Buntings in the
1960s, Stephen Emlen determined that the stars within 35
degrees of the North Star were most important. When these
stars in the planetarium sky were blocked out, the buntings
could not ﬁnd their bearings. If only a few of these stars were
6
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Emlen also proved that the stars’ rotation around the pole was
the buntings’ cue, rather than the arrangement of constellations.
He shifted the planetarium’s rotation pattern so that the stars
rotated around Betelgeuse rather than the North Star. Buntings
raised under this Betelgeuse-centered sky later directed their
migratory movements in relation to that star.

When the sky is obscured by clouds, birds can still orient
themselves with the earth’s magnetic ﬁeld, though we don’t yet
know how they do it. In early 1970s experiments, Wolfgang
and Roswitha Wiltschko used electric coils to create a
magnetic ﬁeld around cages holding captive European Robins,
successfully altering their migratory orientation.
Evidence so far suggests that birds rely upon the angle of
inclination in the earth’s magnetic ﬁeld, rather than upon its
polarity. Lines of magnetic force are horizontal at the equator,
but their angle with the earth’s surface increases with distance
from the equator until they become vertical at the poles. Birds
can apparently sense these lines of force and determine, by how
they dip, which direction is pole-ward, and which is equatorward.
Other orientation references have been suggested, but not yet
conﬁrmed. Prevailing winds and very low-frequency sounds
are possible compasses. Birds are able to see polarized light,
which may help them determine direction, especially at sunset,
when many nocturnal migrants prepare for departure.
Would you believe that odors may guide birds? Floriano Papi,
a researcher at the University of Pisa in Italy, has proposed that
they do. His experiments in the 1970s showed that pigeons
deprived of their sense of smell also had impaired navigational
abilities.
Ornithologists have learned a great deal about how birds ﬁnd
their bearings, especially in the past 60 years. Of course,
knowing how birds orient themselves does not explain how
migrants can navigate hundreds and thousands of miles across
unfamiliar terrain. We have learned something about birds’
compasses, but little about their maps. Birds still have much to
teach us.

Bill Reiner
The author found two references to be indispensable for this
column: Bird Migration : A General Survey (2nd edition), by
Peter Berthold, and Gatherings of Angels : Migrating Birds and
Their Ecology, edited by Kenneth P. Able.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

An Amazing Journey,
Or Flying Jewels on a Round Trip

L

ike reruns of a classic movie, it recurs each year – the
amazing round trip of thousands of miniature miracles from
the barren, and rapidly cooling northern reaches of our continent
to the tropical forests of Central America and back again. Like
clock work, these tiny wonders some of whom have never
made the journey before, ﬁnd their way across thousands of
miles without map or highway signs only to return almost to the
point of their nest after a few months absence. While many of
the mechanisms of this amazing journey are unknown to date,
some exciting facts are leading us to study these tiny (some are
thought to be close to the smallest mass an animal can get and
still be warm blooded) creatures more.
Beginning in the north as early as mid June, some mechanism
causes these birds to begin moving enmasse in a southerly
direction. This southward movement is not a frantic evacuation
of the northern range that would be expected if it were triggered
by a lack of food, nor could anyone who has ever visited the
northern reaches of North America legitimately argue that there
is a lack of nectar or insects in the northern reaches in mid
June. Rather, it appears more likely that these birds are moving
toward more abundant resources once their young are able to
fend for themselves.
Rufous and Calliope Hummingbirds that move farther to the
north than the other North American species begin moving ﬁrst,

population with
any one bird not
likely to spend
much more than
three days at one
feeder during
this period.
These birds are
apparently feeding
and moving,
“tanking up” at
seemingly endless
resources then
moving on. Birds
will continue arriving at feeders and passing through in Texas
for a period of about two and a half months. By late November,
we begin to see birds with a different goal – instead of moving
on, they are looking for a place to spend the winter.
Passing through central Texas, the birds encounter a 600 mile
formidable obstacle – the Gulf of Mexico. To successfully
cross this natural barrier, these birds will have to add 50% of
their normal body weight – reaching to an average 4.5grams
from their usual 3 grams. Many of the birds will choose to
circumnavigate the Gulf rather than cross directly over in the
fall, but these birds will still store fat reserves to make the trip.
In early February, an unknown mechanism triggers the Rufous
and Calliope Hummingbirds to begin moving north again, an
urge that will continue moving birds well into March. Rubythroated and Black-chinned Hummingbirds begin moving
later, but much of the northward movement in Texas is through
by April. By the third week in March, some of the Rufous
Hummingbirds are already back on their nesting grounds
of northern British Columbia and southern Alaska. The
northern movement is much more urgent, even the birds that
circumnavigated the gulf in the fall will often cross the gulf
in the spring. To facilitate this movement, feeders should be
active in Texas well before the traditional April dates. Great
Backyard Bird Count results from 2005 showed Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds being observed in North Carolina in February.

as would be expected. By the time they arrive in Texas in late
July to early August, Ruby-throated, Black-chinned and some
of the other more southern species are also beginning to show
up in sizeable numbers. Banding studies are showing us that,
despite what appears to be a multi-week visit by huge numbers
of birds at our feeders, we actually have a constantly changing

We have a lot to learn yet about hummingbird migration, but
one thing is sure. This amazing journey is going to continue
each year, with Texas playing a very signiﬁcant role in the
success of the travelers.
Mark Klym
Coordinator – Texas Hummingbird Roundup

Our cover page is courtesy of International Migratory Bird Day
http://www.birdday.org/imbd.htm
email: MigratoryBirdDay@aol.com, phone: 1-866-334-3330
Artwork by Ram Papish
to purchase an 18”x24” full color poster please visit http://www.birdday.org/shop_books2.html
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President’s Letter - continued
opportunity to show others our amazing birds. Join us and
bring a friend, especially someone who isn’t a birder yet.
Another opportunity to get your non-birding friends hooked
is the Lago Vista Songbird Festival, April 29 – May 1. It will
be hard to choose between the many interesting ﬁeld trips and
presentations. John Kelly, Kathy McCormack, and Jean Nance
coordinated the extensive training that many of the ﬁeld trip
leaders you will encounter attended. Thanks to John, Kathy,
and Jean for a great learning experience.
Lastly, we’re working on a fun-ﬁlled day to celebrate
International Migratory Bird Day on May 14. As of this
writing, the details haven’t been ﬁnalized, but check out the

associated article and our website for more speciﬁcs. And then
mark your calendar!
Any of these events would be a wonderful opportunity to do
a Birdathon. If you didn’t participate last year, consider it
this year. If you did a Birdathon last year, challenge yourself
to raise more money this year and invite a friend to join you.
Encourage them to raise money too. A Birdathon is fun, so
don’t miss out!
See you soon at an event, in a class, on a ﬁeld trip, and/or at the
April meeting.
Shelia Hargis

Chimney Swift News
orget about
Punxsutawney Phil.
When looking for the end
of winter in Texas, listen
and look for the arrival
the Chimney Swifts! In
“The Bird Life of Texas”
Harry Oberholser states:
“The rapid chippering of
Chimney Swifts dashing
overhead announces two
things to a Texan: The
listener is somewhere
east of El Paso, and
the northers that have
pestered him all winter
are not going to bite much

F

longer.”
Typically the Chimney Swifts ﬁrst show up in the United
States in mid to late March, although they have been
sighted as early as February -- this year in
Houston on February 21st. We usually hear
the swifts before we see them. It always
stops us dead in our tracks and forces
our eyes skyward.
The aerial acrobatics and merry
sounds of the Chimney
Swifts mean to us that the
skies are “happy” once
again.
For the ﬁfth year, the North
American Chimney Swift Nest Site
8
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Research Project will be recording spring Chimney Swift
sightings. Please send your sightings to dwa@austin.
rr.com and encourage your friends and relations in
other parts of the country to join in. The results will
be posted on our web site at www.chimneyswifts.org.

Free Workshop

J

oin Georgean and Paul Kyle on Sunday, April 17th from
1:00 - 4:00 pm for a Habitat Restoration Workshop geared
to the small property owner.
Participants will help identify existing plant species on the
TAS property at Chaetura Canyon in northwestern Travis
County. Non-native plants will be removed, beneﬁcial
plants and trees will be protected from deer browsing, and
a variety of native plants and grasses propagated from
species common in the Hill Country will be planted to begin
restoring diversity to the area.
Erosion control, juniper management and bird-friendly
pruning will also be addressed.
Although the area is small, many species of local and
migratory birds, butterﬂies and other native animals depend
on the habitat. As the hills around Austin succumb to rapid
urbanization, every square foot matters.
This is a free workshop, but space is limited to the ﬁrst
12 individuals to sign up. For more information or to
sign up, contact Barbara Anderson at (512) 346-6584 or
bsfanderson@earthlink.net .

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News
S

ome time back, I discovered that the Hatﬁeld Trail stopped
at the boundary of the Baker Sanctuary and the Hatﬁeld
Tract. At that time, I didn’t want to ﬁnish the trail until the high
fence had been completed along our eastern boundary. So in
early February before the Golden-cheeked Warblers arrived,
I completed the Hatﬁeld Trail by extending it a short distance
to an area under some large Live Oak trees. I cleared out the
second-growth scrub juniper from under the trees and moved
a bench and the memorial plaque to this same location. The
plaque commemorates the donation of ﬁfty acres of land to
the Travis Audubon Society as a memorial to Grover Maynard
Hatﬁeld, Junior by Nelma T. Hatﬁeld Gholson and Carolyn
Faye Hatﬁeld Chamberlain on December 29, 1986.

February was mostly dreary as a series of El Nino inspired
weather systems moved through our area. The Sanctuary
received slightly over 2.7 inches of rainfall in February,
however, during the month, more than ﬁfteen days were rainy,
overcast or drizzly. In spite of the weather and before the
arrival of the Golden-cheeked Warblers, I completed the project
I started last fall by ﬁnishing clearing away encroaching brush
from our three trail systems. The Orange (Hatﬁeld), Blue and
Green trails are all open now with the Green trail open to the
Original 94 Acre Sanctuary.
We can tell that spring is just around the corner because the
pace of the natural world that surrounds is picking up. Marcie
and I cleaned the detritus out of our dragonﬂy turned frog pond
on February 19th. We saved several generations of leopard frog
tadpoles and returned them the to the pond. Immediately after
we reﬁlled the pond, an adult frog moved back in, began calling
and attracted a mate. Bats have also moved back into our bat
house. I found three Cave Myotis huddled in the rear chamber
the evening of February 20th. The elbow bush, Mexican plum
and red bud trees are all blooming and the frost weed has begun
sending up green leaves in response to warmer temperatures and
longer days.
Lime Creek Road has now been re-routed into Anderson Mill
Road. However, as of this writing, Anderson Mill Road is
still not open from Cypress Creek Boulevard to 1431. Work at
the intersection of Lime Creek Road and Anderson Mill Road
continued as contractors installed streetlights, erected fencing,
dug trenches for storm drainage, poured concrete sidewalks and
dug up old asphalt.

photo credit: John Wilcox

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Regents School Seventh Graders visit Hornsby Bend

O

n warm and sunny February 15, a group of 45 seventh graders from Regents School of Austin
visited our gem birding spot, Hornsby Bend. They were given a talk about the workings of the plant
followed by lunch and a walk around the ponds and in the woods along the river. Among the birds seen
were Eared Grebes, Bufﬂeheads, Northern Shovelers, Ruddy Ducks, a Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Field
Sparrows and a close ﬂy-by from a Red-shouldered Hawk. Everyone enjoyed peering through the spotting
scope which was set up near the birding shelter.
The students pooled their money and have collected over $130 to be donated to Travis Audubon’s Audubon
Adventures program.
Thanks to bird guides Sally Scott and Carolyn Long from the Capital Area Master Naturalists, and Sally
Breed and Julia Balinsky from Travis Audubon.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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The 5th Annual Texas Songbird Festival
April 29 - May 2, 2005

T

he feature attractions at the festival are
the endangered Golden-cheeked
Warblers and Black-capped Vireos,
found in their natural habitat at the Balcones
Canyonlands NWR. However, tours also will
offer opportunities to view many other birds, such
as Vermillion Flycatchers, Black-crested Titmouse,
Painted Buntings, Canyon Towhees and more.
Activities kick off with a banquet and a keynote
speaker Friday evening, followed by a Star Party.
Refuge tours include “Butterﬂies and Wildﬂowers”,
“Tour of the Backcountry”, “The Nature of Balcones
Canyonlands”, and “Sounds of the Night”. A ﬁeld trip
to Bamberger Ranch is available also.
In Lago Vista live birds of prey and reptiles will be
on display. Programs there include “Hummingbirds
of Texas”, “Gardening for Wildlife”, “The Goldencheeked Warbler” and “Hill Country Birding”. Special
childrens activities include building bird houses and
learning interesting things about insects.
This festival is combined with Hill Country
Dayz so that you can also enjoy live music, eat
good food, and purchase nature books or other items.
For more information about attending these festivals,

contact the Lago Vista Chamber at
(512) 267-7952, 888-328-5246, or
www.lagovista.org.
All classroom presentation take place and Field Trips depart at the Songbird Pavilion in Bar-K Park. Go to http://tsf.
friendsofbalcones.org for details.

AUSTIN NATURE DAY
Saturday, April 16, 2005

Join us for one or more of the following activities and bring a potential new birder with you!
Bird walks:
Hornsby Bend, 8:00 am - 11:00 am
Roy Guerrero Park, 7:30 am - 10:00 am
The Wildﬂower Center, 9:00 am - 10:30 am
Laguna Gloria/Mayﬁeld Park, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Riata Pond, 7:30 am - 10:00 am
Richard Moya Park, 5:00 pm - dark

Common Austin Birds presentation:
Laguna Gloria, 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm
The Wildﬂower Center, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Gardening for Birds presentation:
The Wildﬂower Center, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
Laguna Gloria, 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Check the Austin Nature Day website, www.austinnatureday.org, for more details
and for information on activities of other participating organizations.
10
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Registration Form
Texas Songbird Festival
April 30 - May 2, 2005 • Lago Vista, Texas

Hosted by:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
General Registration (Exhibits only are free & open to the public)
April 29 - May 2, 2005 SSongbird Festival Registration Fee (Good for entry to festival & all presentations)
Adult $10 with Early Bird Discount, $15 after 4/14/2005 Children 6-14 yrs $5 ~ Children 5 & under FREE

ɸ
$5, $10, $15
(Circle one amount above)

Friday, April 29, 2005
6:00pm--8:00pm

Banquet and keynote speaker John Ingram (must reserve by 4/15/05)…………………...

8:30pm--9:30pm

The Star Party- Sponsored by Austin Astronomical Society………………………………...

Saturday, April 30, 2005
FT
6:00am--11:30am
FT
7:45am--12:00pm

Warbler/Vireo Habitat – Guided by Chuck Sexton and John Kelly…………………………
Explore Hill Country Birding – Guided by Bill Reiner…………………………………………

12:00pm--1:00pm

LCP

On the Wing Again, “birds of prey”…………………………………………………………….

1:00pm--3:30pm

FT

Tour of Balcones Canyonlands backcountry………………………………………………….

1:15pm--5:00pm

CP

The Nature of the Balcones Canyonlands – Jean & Seay Nance/Chuck Sexton…………

1:15pm--2:30pm

CP
FT
CP
CP
CP
LCP

Hummingbirds of Texas-Presented by Mark Klym……………………………………………

2:00pm--4:30pm
2:30pm--3:30pm
3:45pm--4:45pm
8:00pm--9:00pm
Afternoon

Golden-check Warbler Habitat………………………………………………………………….
The Golden-checked Warbler-Speaker is Rich Kostecke……………………………………
Gardening for Wildlife—Presented by Bill Stout………………………………………………
Sounds of the Night-Presented by Kathy McCormack……………………………………….
Central Texas Reptiles-Presented by Tim Cole………………………………………………

ɸ
ɸ

$15

ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ

$10
$10
****
$10

$10
$10
$10
$20

$10

****

$10
****
$10
****
****
****
****

Sunday, May 1, 2005

8:00am--12:15pm

FT

Butterflies and Wildflowers-Guided by Mike Quinn…………………………………………..

12:30pm--7:00pm

FT
FT
CP,FT

Bamberger Ranch Tour………………………………………………………………………….

CP

Build your own birdhouse………………………………………………………………………..

ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ
ɸ

FT

Warbler/Vireo Habitat – Guided by Chuck Sexton and John Kelly

ɸ

6:00am--11:30am

FT

Warbler/Vireo Habitat – Guided by Chuck Sexton and John Kelly…………………………

8:00am--11:45am

FT

Explore Hill Country Birding-Guided by Bill Reiner…………………………………………...

1:00pm--3:30pm
1:00pm--4:00pm
Afternoon

Habitat of the Black-capped Vireo……………………………………………………………...
Hill Country Birding-Speaker & Guide is John Kelly…………………………………………

$10
****
$5

Monday, May 2, 2005
7:00am--12:30pm

Total for Texas Songbird Festival:
(FT = Field Trip*CP=Classroom Presentation*LCP=Classroom w/live creatures)
All Presentations are Handicap Accessible) *** Included in registration fee.
Schedule is subject to change. No refunds will be given after 4/15/05
See the Songbird page of the Chamber website at www.lagovista.org for schedule changes and festival details.
All presentations will be held at Bar-K Park All field trips will begin at The Songbird Pavilion at Bar-K Park, Lago Vista, TX 78645

PAYMENT

ɸ check enclosed - payable to Lago Vista Chamber of Commerce
Charge:
Card #:

ɸAmerican Express

Exp Date:

ɸMasterCard
Name on Card:

ɸVisa
ɸDiscover
3 digit code on back of card:

SEND TO:
Lago Vista Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 4946 * 8040 Bar-K Ranch Road
Lago Vista, Texas 78645
888.328.LAGO (5246)
512.267.7952 * 512.267.2338 fax
E-mail: info@lagovista.org Web: www.lagovista.org

Signature:
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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T

AS and Audubon Texas are partnering again this spring on Birdathon. Last year’s efforts raised over
$2,600, which we applied toward TAS’s Chimney Swift tower project and Audubon Texas’s Caring
for the Coast initiative for Colonial Water Birds. For 2005 our goal is to double the number of participants
and to double the amount of money raised. If you participated last year, invite a friend to join you this
year. If you were thinking about taking part last year and didn’t get around to it, there’s no better time to get
involved!
What’s a Birdathon?? Birdathon is similar to a walkathon, but with a twist – participants count bird
species and collect pledges from friends, family and co-workers. Some people pledge money for each species
identiﬁed; others donate ﬁxed amounts.
When is Birdathon? That’s the great part – Birdathon can be done at any time. All you have to do is choose
a date and time and start counting, alone or with a group. If you don’t have a special birding trip planned
(like a spring visit to High Island), we recommend you take advantage of the Austin Nature Day bird walks,
the Lago Vista Songbird Festival ﬁeld trips, or the International Migratory Bird Day ﬁeld trips for your
Birdathon.
Do I have to be an expert on birds? Not at all!! Participants range from backyard beginners to trailseasoned experts. If you choose to do your Birdathon in conjunction with the above listed events or a chapter
ﬁeld trip, there will be experienced birders on hand to help you identify the species you see. And some
people choose to stay close to home, counting the visitors to their yard or feeder.
Where does the money go? All funds raised through the Travis Audubon Society/Audubon Texas Birdathon
will be evenly split to support our organizations’ conservation programs. This year, TAS will split its portion
between Chimney Swift towers and Audubon Adventures for 3rd through 6th grade classrooms. Audubon
Texas will again use its portion for Colonial Water Bird management.
How do you get started? Contact Shari Kolding, Birdathon Coordinator, at 512-306-0225 x.14 or
skolding@audubon.org for general information, help and “how-to” materials.

International Migratory Bird Day 2005

I

nternational Migratory Bird Day, IMBD, was created in 1993 by visionaries at the Smithsonian Migratory
Bird Center and the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Now under the direction of the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, IMBD continues to focus attention on one of the
most important and spectacular events in the life of a migratory bird -- its journey between its summer and
winter homes. Today, it is celebrated in Canada, the U.S., Mexico and Central America through bird festivals
and bird walks, education programs, and Bird Day!
Flight is a magniﬁcent means of transportation, allowing bats, insects, birds, and even humans to travel great
distances. For many birds, however, a journey across the skies may be a veritable obstacle course of humanrelated hazards. In 2005, International Migratory Bird Day examines the obstacles birds may encounter in
ﬂight and explores the many ways we may minimize their impacts.
Join us as we celebrate IMBD on May 14. We’ll offer several bird walks and an evening get-together with an
assortment of fun activities. The details are still being worked out, so check our website for updates.
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Birders’Q & A

Got a birding question? Send them to
Signal Smoke Editor, Tess Sherman at
tsherman1@austin.rr.com

From Dick Kallerman:

From Devorah Feldman

A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is busy every year on a catalpa tree
outside my window. He/she has drilled hundreds of 3/16” holes
in neat rows through the bark. Can’t that damage the tree? It
seems an easy way for pests to get through the tree’s protection.

I saw this bird twice on McNeil Lane in Austin. From what
I’ve read, I believe she might be a grackle with “melanic
schizochroism” (loss of black/brown pigment). At any rate, she’s
quite beautiful in person (in bird?). She’s bright peach with
cream and grey wing and tail feathers.

Bill Reiner responds:
Lawrence Buford responds:
The quick answer, from the research I did on sapsuckers for a
column a couple of years ago, is yes, their drilling can damage
a tree. There have been reports of sapsuckers drilling so many
sap wells that they girdle a tree, killing it. This seems, however,
to be quite rare.
I’ve seen many trees (probably hundreds) scarred from
sapsucker drilling, that otherwise appear healthy. I suspect that,
in most cases, it’s probably no more damaging than drilling into
Sugar Maples to capture the sap for maple syrup.
Still, those wells could be openings for a fungus or insect.
Incidentally, in 5 years of watching for Oak Wilt at the Balcones
Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge I don’t recall ever seeing
an oak that had the characteristic rows of sap wells. I don’t
think sapsuckers care for oaks, so they may not contribute to the
Oak Wilt epidemic.

Memorial Contributions
Travis Audubon Society would like to thank the following
people and organizations for their memorial donations.

Interesting photos, but the yellow eye seems to indicate
great-tailed grackle as you state. Not being really familiar
with the varied forms of albinism, I used your term “melanic
schizochorism” and did a Google search. I found a website
called Bird Forum which showed a number of letters from
members indicating a high interest and knowledge of albinism.
I quote some of the info that I found:
1. Melanic schizochorism occurs when there is a loss of the
phaeomelanins (browns) resulting in an all tan or “fawn”colored bird (like your picture; however, this description does
not allow for the white wings and tail).
2. Where there is a loss of pigmentation in the feathers . . . it is
considered leucism. The extensive patches of feathers satisﬁes
the deﬁnition of “leucistic.”
3. Albino birds have light pink legs, snow white feathers,
red/pink eyes and pink/white bills. Leucism is a genetic
mutation in which the bird may have anywhere from one to
all white feathers, but colored eyes, legs and beak. Creaminos
are birds that have the color of cinnamon in their background
and is a sex-linked trait. Greyinos have a grey factor in their
background.

In Memory of Fred Donaldson


Society of American Magicians



L. Brooks and Sandra G. Grifﬁth



Louis M. and Jo Ann Hornung



Thomas Meyers



Stanley Seaton, M.D.



Richard and Lolita Slagle



Cindy and Gerard Straubel

Using these deﬁnitions, I would say that your bird is a leucistic
creamino.

In Memory of Burt Hinckley


Jill Hinckley
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TAS Events - Apr 2005

Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org

Saturday, April 2, Lost Creek Country Club
7:30 – 11:30 AM Registration required, joint ﬁeld trip with Lost Creek Country Club (LCCC), maximum is 12.
spring field trip LCCC is applying for designation as a Green Golf Course from the Audubon International,
and TAS will be assisting their members with quarterly bird surveys as a part of this process.
This is an excellent birding opportunity for anyone with difﬁculty getting around since
we will be using golf carts to navigate the golf course. The course includes a variety of
habitats and is beautifully landscaped with native and xeric plants. Contact Maggie Burnett
(mburnett@austin.rr.com, (h) 899-0390) to register or for more information.

Saturday, April 9,
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM
monthly bird count

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend
Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Saturday, April 16, Austin Nature Day
An All Day Event Field trips will be conducted at various locations around Austin starting at early light,

mid-morning, and evening. This is a multi-organizational event celebrating and
bringing awareness to Austin’s many natural wonders. Walks will be conducted at the
following locations:
 Hornsby Bend, 8:00 am - 11:00 am
 Roy Guerrero Park, 7:30 am - 10:00 am
 The Wildﬂower Center, 8:30 am - 9:30 am
 Laguna Gloria/Mayﬁeld Park, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
 Riata Pond, 7:30 am - 10:00 am
 Richard Moya Park, 5:00pm - dusk
Visit the TAS website(http://www.travisaudubon.org/) or contact Charles
Stephens(charles_stephens, (wk)328-9453) for further details.

Saturday, April 23, Turkey Creek and Emma Long Metro Park
7:30-10:00 AM Led by Charles Stephens. Meet in the parking lot located just after crossing Turkey

Creek on City Park Rd. City Park Rd. is located just west of the intersection of Bull
Creek Rd. (FM 2222) and Hwy 360 on the south side of FM 2222. This is a moderate
hike and one should expect to cross the shallow creek a number of times. Waterproof
shoes, water bottle, and bug repellent are recommended. Contact Charles Stephens
(charles_stephens, (wk)328-9453) for further details.

April 30-May 3
festival

14
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Lago Vista Songbird Festival
(http://www.lagovista.org/songbirdfestival/)
A TAS sponsored event showcasing the endangered Golden-cheeked Warbler and
the Black-capped Vireo along with many other special feathered friends. Take
guided tours with wildlife experts who can help you see the endangered songbirds,
unique native plants and wildlife and the natural habitat of the Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge. Contact John Kelly (jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, (h)
331-8693) or the Lago Vista Chamber of Commerce (512 267-7952 or 1-888-3285246) for details and to receive a registration packet. Or see pages 10 and 11 of this
issue for additional information.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Events - Apr 2005
Want to help save an endangered species?
Here’s your chance.

T

he Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge protects the nesting habitat for almost 100 pairs of Black-capped Vireo.
The Black-capped Vireo is a species threatened by many things, but a special problem is the Brown-headed Cowbird. These
parasites lay their eggs in the vireos’ nests, a practice which often results in the deaths of the vireo chicks.
For a number of years, the Balcones Canyonlands NWR has captured cowbirds lurking near its vireo colonies, ensuring that the
vireos can nest in peace.

This program has proven highly successful: in one vireo colony, for example, the number of nesting pairs has doubled since trapping
began. But now this program is itself endangered. Budget cuts have reduced the Refuge’s biological staff by half, severely limiting
their capability to monitor the cowbird traps. Travis Audubon Society has volunteered to take over the trapping program. But we
need workers to do this.
Thanks in part to a grant from the Audubon Foundation of Texas, we’ll be able to pay folks who are willing to monitor the Refuge’s
traps on a three days a week, ﬁve hours a day basis. The monitoring season runs from early April through mid-May. Monitoring
primarily involves feeding and watering captive cowbirds, releasing non-target species caught in the traps, removing dead cowbirds,
and keeping records of trap activity. A government vehicle can be made available to reach traps in the more remote areas of the
Refuge. Monitors would not be required to kill cowbirds.
If you’d like more information, call John Kelly at 331-8693.

Thursday, April 21, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: Endangered Albatrosses
Presenter: Robin Doughty, University of Texas
Robin’s presentation will explore the issues that underlie precipitous declining in many albatross populations, making the bird family
one of the most endangered in the world. The lecture is part of a book that Robin is writing that discusses efforts on different levels and scales
on behalf of albatross protection and management. He will discuss early enthusiasts who pioneered studies of these hard to see and generally
mysterious birds, then detail national, regional, and ﬁnally international initiatives for establishing so-called citizenship for the alabtross. This
will be Robin’s tenth book. Most of them have explored various aspects of bird conservation, from early anti-feather campaigns linked with
Audubon Movement to the return of the Whooping Crane. Robin’s exploration of the alabtross also includes our use of the marine commons
and the need for reassessments of various ﬁsheries and the methods for harvesting palatable species that also result in the incidental take of
other mammals and birds.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: LCRA Board Room 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock Building, the middle
building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in garage. Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.
austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS ﬁeld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate
clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field
Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend

Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.

edu/hornsby.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Committee

TAS N E W S
Education Committee News - Classes
Warbler Identiﬁcation Class

Grass Identiﬁcation

Cliff Shackelford will teach the Warbler Identiﬁcation Class on
April 5, 7, and 12, with a weekend ﬁeld trip to High Island on
the Upper Texas Coast. Interest in this class was so strong that
it ﬁlled by the ﬁrst of March.

Learn to identify the more common species of native grasses
by attending this one-day class to be taught by Bill Reiner.
Participants will get hands-on experience in identiﬁcation
techniques at Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge.
Tentative class date is Sunday, May 15. Further details will be
posted on the Education Committee web page of the TAS web
site.

Habitat Restoration Workshop
See page 8 of this issue for information on the Kyles’ workshop.

Odonate Identiﬁcation (Dragonﬂies,
Damselﬂies)

Butterﬂy Identiﬁcation Class
John Kelly will teach this two-part class, designed to help
beginners learn to identify the more common species of
butterﬂies found in the Austin area. Each of the two lecture/slide
presentations will be followed by a ﬁeld trip. Tentative class
dates are the mornings of Sat., May 7, and Sat., May 21. Check
the Education Committee web page of the TAS web site for
further details. The April issue of Signal Smoke will also have
additional information on this and the following two classes.

John Abbot will teach this new class on identiﬁcation of
Odonates—dragonﬂies and damselﬂies. Lectures will be held
the evenings of the June 9 and 16 and ﬁeld trips will be held
June 11and 18. See the Education Committee web page of the
TAS web site for further information.
Jean Martin

TAS Nature Book Club

W

e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature
Book Club the 4th Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm
at Book People (6th and Lamar). The group is informal and
fun, and you can chose to go to all the meetings and discuss all
the books, or you can pick and chose the meetings featuring
books you would like to discuss. Below is a list of books we
will read for the next three months:
April: The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our
Time by Jonathan Weiner

May: The Outermost House: A Year of Life on the Great
Beach Cape Cod by
Henry Beston
We are working on selecting books for June, July, and August.
A book we will probably read in July is On the Wing by Alan
Tennant.
We hope to see you at the next meeting! We think you will
enjoy it.
Terry Banks

Membership Committee News

B

y the time you read this we will have had two Membership
meetings at the new location – the LCRA Board Room on
Lake Austin Blvd. The space is much more comfortable, the
acoustics much better, and with Susan Moak providing great
refreshments, the numbers of members joining us is on the
increase. That’s great news – the more of you we get to meet,
the greater the exchange of ideas,
and the ability for our committees
to listen to the things that you,
our members would like to see
and do.
Shirley and I went down to
Port Aransas with our new
granddaughter – to show her
the sea for the ﬁrst time - so this
month’s picture is a gull in the
mist!
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Our greatest need as a Society, is for more folks to volunteer
their time and energy so that we are able to do more things
towards the fulﬁllment of our mission. There are a great many
ideas and projects that we’d like to accomplish, but they all need
folks to help make them happen. Please look at our volunteer
opportunities on the website and in this newsletter and let Rob
Bates, or any of us, know if you feel you can spare us
some time and energy.

photo credit: Chris Doggett

We have over 400 Chapter Members now and that
kind of support is much appreciated, and once again
helps a great deal towards our mission. If you are not
a Chapter Member, but enjoy receiving Signal Smoke
each month, a signiﬁcant part of our annual costs,
please join us – there’s a membership form on the
website and also on the back of this newsletter. We’d
really appreciate your support.
Chris Doggett
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Board News
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MEETING
February 10, 2005
LCRA Building
The meeting was called to order by the President, Shelia Hargis.
Members present were Shelia, Sam Fason, Barbara Anderson,
Pat Dillon, Jane Tillman, Mark Bentley, Robert Bates, Bill
Reiner, Marcie Wilcox, Richard Manson, Marsha Reimer, Anne
Donovan.
January Board Minutes: A motion was made (Rob/Mark)
to approve the minutes from the January Board Meeting, as
circulated and corrected by email. Motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: The report was circulated, discussed and
accepted. (See attached.)
Merrill Lynch Authorized Agents Resolution: A motion was
made (Barbara/Richard) that we accept the wording suggested
by Jane Wilson that the board “afﬁrm all resolutions adopted
by the board on November 11, 2004, as they relate to the three
existing Merrill Lynch accounts, and the authority given to
the current President, Treasurer, and Property and Finance
Chairman and to Merrill Lynch to deal with each other on
behalf of Travis Audubon Society.” Motion passed.

The Board may spend up to 5% of the average of the last 10
year-ending balances of the fund. If the fund does not have a 10
year history, or if data is unavailable, the Board should use as
long a period as is available. This constraint would be a policy,
rather than a By-Law.
A motion was made (Sam/Bill) that we accept this concept
governing the TAS Endowment Fund Distribution. Motion
passed.
2. Endowment is listed as “member restricted” in the policies.
The board agreed that this phrase should not be in the new
Financial Policy.
3. Fiscal Year. A motion was made (Bill/Robert) that we retain
the currently used ﬁscal year of April 1 to March 31. Motion
passed.
4. Expenditure limits. The Property and Finance Committee
recommends that at any one meeting, the Board may not
authorize any expenditure greater than $1,000 nor any
contribution or donation greater than $250, unless previously
approved in the annual budget. A motion was made to that
effect. (Richard/Bill) Motion passed.
5. Check signature limits. A motion was made (Anne/Rob) that
unbudgeted disbursements over $750 require two signatures on
the check. Motion passed.

Property and Finance Report/Financial Policy Resolutions:
1. Pat explained the Endowment Calculation, a suggested way
to calculate the amount of money that can be spent from the
TAS Endowment Fund, a permanently restricted fund from
which it is expected that the growth but not the principle be
spent:

Complete Board Meeting minutes
available online
at travisaudubon.org

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, in March 2005 we’ll meet on March 31, contact: Ethel Kutac,
346-7659
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.
Latin America Committe Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at Book People, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Other events & news.....
Coming in May’s Signal Smoke
Birding beyond central Texas - TAS members share their birding adventures from across the country and around
the world.

Red River Valley
RED RIVER VALLEY BIRDING & NATURE FESTIVAL - APRIL 21 - 24, 2005
In conjunction with Hagerman National Wildlife Refuge the Red River Valley Birding & Nature Festival will be April
21 - 24, 2005. Keynote speakers are John and Gloria Tveten.
For more information about this event our website is www.redriverbirding.com

Texas Nature Tracker Workshops
April 8-9 - 2005 - Waco, Texas - Texas Amphibian Watch and Texas Mussel Watch Training Workshops - Advanced
training for Texas Master Naturalists. SBEC and TEEAC credit available for teachers. Sponsored by the Heart of
Texas Master Naturalist Chapter and held at Lake Waco Wetlands Research and Education Center, 1752 Eichelberger
Crossing. 3-10 p.m. April 8, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. April 9; fee $10 per workshop; preregistration required; for registration
or more information contact Nora Schell e-mail noras@ci.waco.tx.us or phone (254) 848-9654.

April 20 - 2005 –Austin, Texas - Texas Amphibian Watch Workshop - Advanced training for Texas Master
Naturalists. SBEC and TEEAC credit available for teachers. Held at the Beverly S. Shefﬁeld Education Center,
2201 Barton Springs Road. 5:30 -10 p.m. fee $15 includes pizza; preregistration required; for registration or more
information call 512-327-8181
April 29-30 - 2005 - Abilene SP - Texas Amphibian Watch and Texas Mussel Watch Training Workshops Advanced training for Texas Master Naturalists. SBEC and TEEAC credit available for teachers. Sponsored by the
Big Country Chapter Texas Master Naturalists and held at Abilene State Park. 5-10 p.m. April 29, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
April 30; fee $10 per workshop; preregistration required; for registration or more information contact Melissa Clifton,
President, Big Country Chapter Texas Master Naturalist, e-mail Melissa.clifton@aisd.org or phone (325) 529-5595 or
(325) 660-5610, (325) 572-3204.

May 20-21 - 2005 – Dallas, Texas - Texas Amphibian Watch and Texas Mussel Watch Training Workshops
- Advanced training for Texas Master Naturalists. SBEC and TEEAC credit available for teachers. Sponsored by
the North Texas Chapter Texas Master Naturalists. Location TBA. 3 -10 p.m. May 20, 10 a.m.-5:00 p.m. May 21,
fee $10 per workshop; preregistration required; for registration or more information contact Linda Sharp, e-mail
xxxsharp@aol.com or phone (972) 458-8585.

Austin Butterfly Forum
The Austin Butterﬂy Forun meets the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm at the Zilker Botanical Gardens - 2220 Barton
Springs Rd.
Upcoming speakers and topics include:
 April 25, 2005, Raising Ceropia Moths - Andrew Spicer and Joe McCoy
 May 23, 2005, The Wonder of Caterpillars - author Jim Brock (book signing at 6:00pm)
 June 27, 2005, Butterﬂies of the Rio Grande Valley - David and Jan Dauphin
18
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VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES

T

ravis Audubon Society depends on the generous donation
of time and effort from our volunteers to accomplish our
mission. No matter how much time you have available
to donate, we would love your help. Below are a variety of
volunteer opportunities. You will notice that we have a lot of
repeat postings each month, this is where we need you the most.
Find something that interests you and get involved! You can
help as little or much as you want. Not only will you make a
contribution to the society, you’ll also meet some great new
friends and birding buddies. Check our website for updates. If
by chance you don’t see anything that interests you on the list,
contact our Volunteer Opportunities coordinator, Rob Bates,
at robertkbates@hotmail.com or 528-9317 to discuss speciﬁc
interests and talents that you’d like to put to work for TAS.
Thank you!
Birders to Survey Private Land: Occasionally we get requests
from individuals for a birder or birders to visit their property
and survey the birds. If interested, contact myself, Rob Bates at
528-9317 or robertkbates@hotmail.com. I’ll maintain a list of
volunteers for future requests.
Translators; English to Spanish: The Latin America
Committee is looking for anyone that may be interested
in helping us translate publications from English into
Spanish. Anyone interested should contact Rob Bates at
robertkbates@hotmail.com or 512-228-2112.
Webmaster: maintain & improve our website. Contact Chris
Doggett at ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Membership Committee Members: help maintain &
increase our membership. Contact Chris Doggett at
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Adult Education Committee Members: In addition to the need
for committee members to help coordinate adult educational
opportunities, we are seeking a chair, who would be willing to
assume the responsibility by summer 2005. This is a committee
for which teamwork is very important, with committee members
alternating in handling class registration, coordination with
instructors, as well as developing new classes. Some committee
members serve as volunteer presenters to organizations, such
as nature clubs, classrooms, etc. The chair prepares the meeting
agenda and chairs meetings, assuring that the classes are
announced and held on schedule in accordance with guidelines.
Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.rr.com.
Youth Education Committee Members: help coordinate youth
educational opportunities, assist with our fall youth camp.
Contact Julia Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.com
or 926-7312.
Field Trip Committee Members: help coordinate ﬁeld trips.
Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Field Trip Leaders: lead a ﬁeld trip to your favorite birding
location. Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
Sales Committee would like an assistant to help with sales and
interested parties should contact MarcieWilcox via email at
marcy.wilcox@earthlink.net or by phone - 512-219-8425.
Property & Finance Committee Member someone that is
interested in the basic ﬁnancial running of the society can
contact Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.

Volunteer of the Quarter
Hugh Brown
Hugh is a longtime member of TAS and has served
for many years on the Bird Records Committee.
Hugh’s home is the site of an annual ﬁeld trip by
TAS members to view the woodcocks which
inhabit his property each winter. Many also go to
visit Hugh when the woodcocks begin their spring
courtship ﬂights before going north to breed. Hugh
has developed his own checklist for the property and
uses it to send monthly reports of bird sightings there
to the Bird Records Committee. Thank you Hugh
for your tireless commitment to Travis Audubon
Society.

Help needed on window-kill project
in Austin and surrounding areas

I

t is estimated that at least 100 million birds are killed in the
U.S. each year by ﬂying into windows. This estimate is based
on a small number of mostly short-term studies. We will begin
a study this Spring to estimate the number of window kills in
Austin and the surrounding areas. We also hope to determine
some of the factors that cause some buildings to cause higher
mortality than others in this area. We are seeking volunteers
to help us with the monitoring process. If you would like to
monitor your work or residence, your help would be greatly
appreciated. For more information and instructions on how to
volunteer, please contact Dr. David Hall at the University of
Texas: 512-471-5475 (work), 512-502-0369 (home), 512-6275458 (cell), or davehall@uts.cc.utexas.edu (email is best).
S I G N A L S M O K E / April 2 0 0 5
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Local and National
Audubon
Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, and research projects. You may also join
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive the
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through
the mail), priority sign-up on local field trips, and educational
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and programs.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$10
$20
$30
$60

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size _________________
 This is a gift membership from _________________________
 I would like to save TAS money and natural resources.
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy.
Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

