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MOKEMOKESSSSIGNALIGNAL
The Newsletter of Travis Audubon Society

5th Annual Youth Birding Camp a Success

On October 22nd, we enjoyed perfect weather and TWENTY kids at Travis 
Audubon’s Youth Birding 
Camp. 

We identifi ed some 60 bird species 
at the ponds and in the woods 
at Hornsby Bend Center for 
Environmental Research. We saw an 
exciting display by a Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, and several American 
Avocets fed close enough for 
everyone to puzzle over and fi nd in 
their new Kaufman’s fi eld guides.  

Kathy Funk started the day with 
a wonderful “how to ID birds” 
morning presentation. Art teacher 
Linda Anderson taught us how to 
draw birds after pizza lunch. “Spider Joe” Lapp took us to Platt Lane to fi nd bugs and 

spiders. And the fi nale was Bill Brooks 
with his live snapping turtle and 
snakes!  

Thanks to volunteers Andy Balinsky, 
Sally Breed, Jeremy Dertien, Jim and 
Linda Hargrove, veteran camper Jesse 
Huth, and our favorite prez, Shelia 
Hargis.  Kathy Funk, Terry Banks and 
Julia Balinsky organized this year’s 
event. We also had help from several 
parents and grandparents who stayed 
for the day’s activities.

Thanks to Kevin Anderson at 
Hornsby Bend. Sponsors included Lucy and Grayce writing in their journals about the 

White-faced Ibises. Photo credits: Andy Balinsky

Spider Joe shows bugs to the Youth Birding Campers.

Thursday, December 15, 2005, 7-9 p.m. 

TAS Annual Holiday Party
Marjorie Adams’ book signing, bird jeopardy, and members’ slide show!

Also a tax-free shopping day: bird books, Audubon calendars, and more
see page 8 for additional details
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Subscription Information
Signal Smoke, published 11 months of the 
year by Travis Audubon Society, is a TAS 
mem   ber ship bene fi t. To join TAS, see the back 
page of this newsletter. For address or sub-
scription changes, please call 512 300-BIRD 
(2473) or email TAS at info@travisaudubon.
org. The post offi ce will not forward Signal 
Smoke.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the fi rst day of 
the pre ced ing month (for example, September 
1 for the October issue). Sub mit uncopyright-
ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, and art to Tess 
Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com; or mail 
to 210 E. Walnut Dr. Austin, TX 78753. Sub-
mis sions by e  mail or on a fl oppy are pre ferred 
but not re quired. Call Tess at 974-8582 if you 
have questions.

 TAS Rare Bird Alert Vacant 
 Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344
  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
 Conservation John Kelly 331-8693
 Education—Adult Bill Reiner 445-0565
 Education—Youth Julia Balinsky 926-7312 
 Field Trips Charles Stephens 328-9453 
 Hospitality Susan Moak 512-925-4590
 Latin America Bob Warneke 443-5488
 Programs Howie Richey 444-4550
 Property and Finance Pat Dillon 347-0452
 Publications Tess Sherman 974-8582
 Publicity Barbara Anderson 346-6584 
 Sales Jim Terrell 267-0880
 Sanctuary John Wilcox 219-8425
 Urban Habitat Development Jane Tillman 794-0058
 Volunteer Opportunities Rob Bates 528-9317
   

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

Materials are copyrighted by their authors. For permission to reproduce
for nonprofi t purposes, please contact TAS.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

 

 Travis Audubon Society
General Address

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704
Address for Donations

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704

Phone numbers listed below without 
an area code are local numbers in the 

512 area. 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President
 Shelia Hargis 300-BIRD
First Vice President
 Sam Fason 474-1185
Second Vice President
 Barbara Anderson 346-6584
Treasurer
 Jane Wilson 858-7696
Recording Secretary
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 Pat Dillon 347-0452
Directors
 Robert Bates 528-9317
 Theresa Bayoud 836-3511
 John Kelly 331-8693
 Marsha Reimer 282-6714
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 Jane Tillman 794-0058
Executive Director
 Valerie Staats 300-BIRD 
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BAKER SANCTUARY STEWARD
John Wilcox 219-8425

ACT REPRESENTATIVES
John Kelly (state president) 331-8693
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599

SIGNAL SMOKE EDITOR
Tess Sherman 974-8582

TAS TELEPHONE 
The offi ce number is now 512-300-BIRD 

(2473). To leave a message for Board 
President Shelia Hargis, press 1. To leave 
a message for Executive Director Valerie 
Staats, press 2. To report sightings of rare 
or unusual birds in Central Texas, press 

3. To ask a bird-related question, press 4. 
TAS WEB SITE

www.travisaudubon.org
TAS EMAIL

info@travisaudubon.org

Signal Smoke is printed 
on recycled paper 

using soy ink.

On October 22, we held our 5th annual Youth Birding 
Camp at Hornsby Bend with 20 kids attending. 
Thank you to all who made this camp the best ever - 

volunteers, kids, and sponsors! I am especially thankful to Julia 
Balinsky and Terry Banks who coordinated the event and to 
Kevin Anderson who graciously allowed us to hold the camp at 
Hornsby Bend. I also thank our new Executive Director, Valerie 
Staats, who raised funds to support this year’s Camp 
and who conducted a great deal of new outreach for the 
YBC, helping bring in the record 20 youth participants. 
See the article on our cover page for more details.

In a book that I am reading, the author talks about how seemingly small actions can 
have huge impacts. As I read this, I thought about our birding camp. I’m convinced 
that the time spent with these kids will have huge positive impacts in their lives. I 
thought about Fred and Marie Webster who taught Beginning Birding through UT 
Informal Classes for many years. I am a birder, conservationist, and TAS President 
because they turned me on to birds. So, next time you go birding, invite a friend 
along. You too can change someone’s life by introducing him or her to the joy and 
wonder of birds!

Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner 

continued on page 5
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

Jane Tillman,
photo by Robert Baumgardner 

When you are at your 
computer, ordering 
holiday presents, 

take a few minutes to browse 
these websites for inspiration 
and ideas.  

Nature’s eye candy in the form 
of birds, butterfl ies and more 
from local photographer John 

Ingram is found at www.windowsonnature.com/Nature_Pages/
MainPage.html
  
A website showcasing Benny Simpson’s work with Texas 
native shrubs is www.aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ornamentals/
nativeshrubs/  Benny Simpson, a horticultural researcher at 
Texas A&M Dallas, spent most of his 42-year career researching, 
popularizing and propagating native plants. Find the perfect 
plants for your yard on this site, or identify that mystery plant 
you saw while birding.

To keep you on the right side of your neighbors, the website 
www.for-wild.org/weedlaws/weedlaw.htm will give you insight 
into weed ordinances that can rear their ugly heads when your 
yard does not conform to the St. Augustine norm. The article 
“Weeding Out Bad Vegetation Control Ordinances” is a must 
read.  

The National Wildlife Federation at www.nwf.org/
backyardwildlifehabitat/ recommends keeping the acronym 

BRASH in mind, when you start a natural landscape. Create a 
border around your landscape to frame it and give it a sense of 
order. Recognize the rights of others to enjoy their manicured 
lawns. Advertise. Tell your neighbors why you are reducing 
your lawn. Calling your new garden a butterfl y or songbird 
garden is something they can relate to. Get your wildscape 
certifi ed with either the National Wildlife Federation or through 
the joint Texas Parks and Wildlife/NWF program and put up 
the sign they provide. Start small. Making the switch from 
an easily mowed yard to more shrubs and fl ower beds can be 
the ticket to more hands-on weeding, at least in the short term. 
Don’t bite off more than you can maintain. Last, humanize. Put 
in a bench, birdbath or feeder. Create a path. People will be more 
willing to accept that your landscape has a plan, and can share 
your enjoyment.

Deer got you down? Check out suggestions at www.aggie-
horticulture.tamu.edu/plantanswers/publications/repellents.html

Last, visit Audubon at Home’s website. They are working on 
a recommended plant list for WatchList birds, and have an 
excellent bird feeding basics section that you can bone up on 
and share with neighbors: www.audubon.org/bird/at_home/
PlantsWatchList.html

Holiday Gift Idea
Here is a sure hit for anyone on your shopping list. Its bright red 
cover is right in keeping with the holiday spirit. Hummingbirds 
of Texas by familiar faces Cliff Shackelford and Mark Klym, 
among the authors, is sure to please. It will inspire you to do all 
you can to attract these fl ying jewels.

Websites to Enhance Your Wildscape  

Travis Audubon Society, Junior League of Austin, Clif Bar, 
and Kaufman’s fi eld guides. Thanks to our new Executive 
Director, Valerie Staats, for her help, including securing some of 
these sponsors. We also thank our friends Sandy and Randy of 
Naturally Curious.

As a result of YBC 
this year, Bernadette 
Noll was inspired to 
initiate a bird walk 
for kids on the 2nd 
Sunday morning 
of each month at 
Hornsby. Fledgling 
Birder’s Walks begin 
on December 11. See 
details in the calendar 
section on page 10.

Julia Balinsky  

YBC’s Generous Sponsors!
Travis Audubon Society thanks the Junior League of 
Austin for their generous support of our 2005 Youth 
Birding Camp.

We also thank the following event supporters:

Bill Brooks drapes a boa constrictor over Julia’s 
shoulders. Photo Credit: Andy Balinsky

YBC, continued from front page
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

The longest nights of the entire year come in the weeks 
before and after the winter solstice on December 21, 
making December our darkest month. That brings up the 

question: What do birds do when it’s dark?

The obvious answer, for most birds, is that they sleep. But 
where do they sleep? In what body position? In groups or pairs 
or singly? The December night is very long; do they sleep the 
whole time? For many bird species these are open questions. We 
have little or no information, probably because it is diffi cult for 
us humans, with our limited nocturnal vision, to observe them at 
night.

The place where a bird sleeps is called its roost. A roost is usually 
in the same habitat where the bird nests, or, if the bird migrates 
away from its nesting area, near where it feeds. Some birds 
– notably starlings, herons, pigeons, and blackbirds – will fl y long 
distances between feeding areas and roosts, which can be large 
congregations of their own species or mixed species.

People sometimes refer to a bird’s nest as its “home,” but for 
most birds a nest is only a place for raising young. Once young 
birds fl edge, the family abandons the nest.  Monk Parakeets are 
exceptions; the bulky stick nests that they build serve for both 
breeding and roosting. Cactus Wrens and Verdins are unusual for 
building multiple nests, some of which they use for roosting. The 
nest that a Verdin builds for a roost is usually in the fork of a tree 
or shrub, unlike the nest for raising young, which is constructed 
in the outer branches.

Some cavity-nesting birds – such as titmice, woodpeckers, 
and bluebirds – may roost in cavities year-round, though not 
necessarily the same space that they used for raising young.  
Then again, cavity-nesting birds may roost elsewhere. Northern 
Flickers, for instance, will cling to a vertical surface such as a 
tree trunk or the wall of a building, or even under a bridge. I 
once watched a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker fl y up to the fork of a 
tree at twilight, where it appeared to settle for the night, clinging 
vertically to the trunk. There, it was so well camoufl aged that, 
after I looked away, I had to search for several seconds to see it 
again, even though I knew exactly where it had landed.

If not in a nest, where do birds roost? Larger birds, such as many 
herons, hawks, vultures, cormorants, and Wild Turkeys, roost 
on the larger limbs of trees, especially taller trees that afford 
a view of their surroundings. Many smaller birds prefer dense 
brush or crowded, leafy branches of trees; evergreens are popular 
roosting locations in winter. I remember when I would walk past 
the sapling conifers around my parents’ house at night, I would 
frequently be startled by a sudden rustling and fl uttering of wings.  
(This provided no end of fascination for my dog.)

An interesting physical adaptation helps many birds sleep through 
the night, even on a perch that moves in the wind. The action of 
squatting on a branch stretches the fl exor tendon in the bird’s leg, 

which causes its toes to close, gripping the perch tightly. This 
“locking mechanism” keeps the bird on its perch even while it 
is asleep. The characteristic is common to all of the passerines, 
or “perching birds” (the order that includes all the species on 
your checklist from the fl ycatchers to the sparrows).

A bird may return to a favorite roost site night after night. A 
pair of Inca Doves roosted on one branch directly over my 
parking space for several weeks; I soon learned to park my car a 
few inches to one side to avoid the whitewash. Inca Doves also 
have the habit – fairly uncommon among birds – of huddling 
together on the roost, sometimes even roosting on the back of 
a neighbor. Nuthatches and Bushtits will also huddle together 
on cold nights, but the equally tiny Ruby-crowned Kinglet is 
strictly a solitary sleeper.

Prairie birds may not have the option of roosting in a tree, so 
they usually sleep on the ground. A meadowlark will roost 
with its body resting directly on the ground, usually in thick 
grass. Northern Bobwhite coveys roost together on the ground, 
the individual birds in a tight circle, with their heads facing 
outward. Northern Harriers also roost on the ground, sometimes 
in twos and threes, and occasionally in loose congregations with 
Short-eared Owls.

Ducks will often choose bare ground to roost, preferably on the 
shore of an island where they are protected from mammalian 
predators. Some ducks, such as Buffl eheads, will sleep while 
fl oating on open water, but risk being snagged from below by 
large fi sh or Snapping Turtles. Gulls, terns, sandpipers, and 
plovers also frequently roost on open fl ats, but not all do. Small 
groups of Least Sandpipers, for instance, roost among marsh 
vegetation; the scattered individuals are less conspicuous this 
way, hidden by their cryptic plumage patterns.

Doves, House Finches, House Sparrows, Eastern Phoebes, 
and wrens will make use of human structures for roosting 
— on roofs or ledges, under eaves, in niches in walls, inside 
abandoned buildings. Vultures congregate on utility towers; 
these elevated roosts are an advantage when they launch the 
next morning.

City lights may make it easier to spot birds at their roost in your 
neighborhood. You might also see birds going to or coming 
from their roosts when you are out birding at dawn or dusk, 
maybe during the Christmas Bird Counts. If you do, please 
avoid disturbing them; a sleeping bird rousted at night is easy 
prey for a nocturnal predator … and an owl is probably in the 
neighborhood.

References for this article included The Audubon Society Encyclopedia 
of North American Birds by John K. Terres, The Sibley Guide to Bird 
Life & Behavior, and The Birds of North America: Life Histories for 
the 21st Century series published by the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia.
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THE DAN CALLAWAYDAN CALLAWAY  
      R E P O R TR E P O R T

Birding to Granger Lake - 10/26/05
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Jane Connelly, Terry Banks, Homer 
Cunningham and Dan Callaway

Target bird: early Mountain Plover (none seen)

Heading East on 79, we turned right about a mile before 
the Taylor loop and drove down the old road between 
the highway and the railroad tracks. Because of the 

early time of day, the birds were quite numerous and vocal. We 
saw Red-tailed Hawks, about 200 White-winged Doves, Eastern 
Phoebe, Loggerhead Shrike, Vesper and Savannah Sparrows, and 
Western Meadowlarks. In town behind some warehouses, we 
found Eurasian-collared and Inca Doves. At the park were Great 
Blue Herons, Double-crested Cormorants, and House Finches. 
Going North on 95 we crossed the San Gabriel River, then right 
on CR 347 to the Wildlife Management Area. Great birds here 
were Red-shouldered Hawk, Merlin, Belted Kingfi sher, fi rst 
of the season Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Orange-crowned and 
Yellow-rumped Warblers, several Chipping Sparrows, and we 
heard one White-throated Sparrow singing. The Merlin came 
out of nowhere, crashed into a nearby tree, then fl ew across the 
river with possibly his prey in his clutches. We then noticed three 
scared Chipping Sparrows simply frozen to the ground only ten 
feet away.  

On our way to Willis Creek Park we saw one Northern Harrier 
and lots of American Kestrel. On the lake we saw a fl otilla of 
ducks (fi fteen Redheads and three scaup) and Great Egrets. 
Along the shore we saw fi ve yellowlegs and one Spotted 
Sandpiper. Good birds in the park were Eastern Screech Owl 
(heard), and Bewick’s Wren. After lunch, we headed North on 
CR 348. Coming up out of Willis Creek fl ew a Little Blue Heron.  
After crossing the creek, in a fi eld about 150 yards to the right, 
we saw a Bobcat running full speed. When it reached the fence 
row, it stopped momentarily to watch us, then scampered into 
hiding. We then drove North to Alligator Road and around the 
megafi eld. Scores of Barn Swallows were making their way 
South as they fed on the wing. Meadowlarks, Killdeer and grass 
sparrows were plentiful. Our fi rst stop was the swimming area 
of Wilson Fox Park. There we saw a lone American Pipit along 
the beach. Other good birds for the day included Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, House Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, and Northern Cardinal. Coming home through Hutto, 
an estimated 10,000 Brown-headed Cowbirds were leap-frogging 
their way among the buildings along 79 near 685.  

Total species: 55 (twenty-two at 9 am, thirty-eight at 10 am, 
forty-two at 11 am, forty-seven at noon and fi fty-two by 1 pm)

Best bird: Merlin
Dominant bird: Meadowlark

In August 2005, Harris Interactive conducted a poll to assess 
where people stand regarding the environment. Nearly three 
quarters (74%) of those interviewed agreed that “protecting the 
environment is so important that requirements and standards 
cannot be too high, and continuing environmental improvements 
must be made regardless of cost.” And the poll was pre-hurricane 
Katrina and Rita! The attitudes expressed were signifi cantly 
more pro-environment than in 2000, the last time this issue was 
examined by Harris Interactive.  

Water and air pollution were the top priorities, followed by 
global warming, ozone depletion, and depletion of forest.  
A majority (58%) described themselves as sympathetic to 
environmental concerns. Twelve percent considered themselves 
to be active environmentalists and 24% considered themselves 
to be neutral. Four percent were unsympathetic. The results are 
encouraging, but there’s still plenty of room for improvement.  
So, again, take a friend birding and help them connect with 
nature in a very real and rewarding way. Who knows, it may be 
the fi rst step toward their becoming an environmentalist!

I’ll leave you with a quote from Henry Beston’s The Outermost 
House (a TAS Nature Book Club selection):  

“Whatever attitude to human existence you fashion for yourself, 
know that it is valid only if it be the shadow of an attitude to 
Nature. A human life, so often likened to a spectacle upon a stage, 
is more justly a ritual. The ancient values of dignity, beauty, and 
poetry which sustain it are of Nature’s inspiration; they are born of 
the mystery and beauty of the world. Do no dishonour to the earth 
lest you dishonour the spirit of man.  Hold your hands out over 
the earth as over a fl ame. To all who love her, who open to her the 
doors of their veins, she gives of her strength, sustaining them with 
her own measureless tremor of dark life. Touch the earth, love the 
earth, honour the earth, her plains, her valleys, her hills, and her 
seas; rest your spirit in her solitary places. For the gifts of life are 
the earth’s and they are given to all, and they are the songs of birds 
at daybreak, Orion and the Bear, and dawn seen over ocean from 
the beach.”

I hope to see you at our holiday party on December 15!

Shelia Hargis

President’s column, continued from page 2
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Keep Austin Birding

If you haven’t been to the last couple of membership 
meetings, you haven’t seen our fun new “Keep Austin 

Birding” bumper stickers! (a steal at $1 each). We hope lots of 
folks will want to help spread the word and inspire new birders 

to join in. The bumper stickers 
will be for sale at the December 
holiday party (stocking stuffers?), 
along with the gorgeous 2006 
Audubon calendars (wall and 
desk versions), which we are 
selling this year – at a discount 
to you – as a fundraiser. Please 
support Travis Audubon by 
picking up a calendar or two this 
month.

Speaking of keeping Austin 
birding, don’t forget that this is a 
great time to introduce new folks 
to birding by giving them gift 
memberships in Travis Audubon 
Society. This offer (at a discount 
rate of $20 for each new, gift 
membership) is good through 
January 3, 2006. We will send the 
recipients a nice card notifying 

them of your gift. To order, please send a printed or typed list 
of your recipients’ names and addresses, along with a check 
payable to “Travis Audubon Society” in the amount of $20 for 
each gift membership, to P. O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 78704. 

And last but not least, by now Travis Audubon members have 
received our 2005 annual appeal letter. Like all non-profi t 
organizations, we need continued support from our members in 
order to remain active and viable. Support from members helps 

us leverage bigger support from foundations and corporations. 
We understand that many charities seek contributions from 
you at this time of year, and hope that you will include Travis 
Audubon among those you support.

TAS and … Harry Potter?

Would you believe that Travis Audubon was invited to the 
Austin premiere of the new Harry Potter fi lm last month? 

(If you have kids in your life, you know that wizards and 
witches communicate by “owl post” and that owls of all types 
and sizes play a major role in Potterdom.) Yes, we participated 
in the sold-out, midnight showing at the Alamo Drafthouse 
on South Lamar, by having an information table of all things 
owl. We offered literature about various types of owls and a 
recommended resources list, had a lap-top set up featuring owl-
cam footage, and displayed a gorgeous taxidermy mount of an 
Eastern Screech owl (plus owl feet and skulls) – thanks to our 
friend in Integrative Biology at UT, Dave Hall. To the delight 
of hundreds of Austin Harry Potter fans (dare we say, the “night 
owls” among them?), we also had a live Eastern Screech owl 
with us, thanks to TAS member and licensed raptor rehabilitator, 
Sally Delahoussaye. 

Valerie Staats

For more ideas on ways you can support Travis Audubon Society (including an on-line 
donation button for those who prefer to give via the Internet), please go to our Web site at 
www.travisaudubon.org and click on Support Us.

Danna Kay Hope Hale (1958-2005)
 
Travis Audubon Society sends condolences to the family of long-time TAS member, past president, and 
committee member Bryan Hale, whose wife Danna died on October 23, 2005. Bryan, Danna, and their two 
children were active TAS members and supporters. The family asks that memorial contributions in Danna’s 
name be made to the Austin Community Foundation.

TAS News
Offi ce Volunteers

I would like to recognize Travis Audubon member 
Ethel Kutac, who has become a regular and invalu-
able offi ce volunteer. Also, two volunteers helped us 
get our annual appeal mailing out last month: Angela 
Escobar and Robert Huffar. We could not have done 
it without you – thank you!



T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  December 2 0 0 5 7

Q: I’ve developed an interest in birding after observing 
the impressive variety of birds inhabiting Austin. Since 

early 2004, I’ve lived near 38th and Guadalupe and have been 
walking along the ponds behind Central Market. I’ve seen a 
variety of wild birds there, such as yellow-crowned night herons, 
green herons, bitterns, killdeers, even a great blue heron once, 
but most notable by far is the colony of wood ducks. You’re 
almost guaranteed to see a few wood ducks anytime you walk 
there, and usually many more. I’ve observed as many as 24 adult 
birds there at once, and seen families of mothers and ducklings 
the past two springs. This past year, I’ve seen some of the 
young ducks hanging around there to grow up and develop their 
adult plumage.

Recently, though, I’ve become a bit worried by some new 
residents of the ponds: four big, white domestic ducks who seem 
to be taking over the place. These are your typical generic ducks: 
all white with yellow beaks and orange webbed feet, making 
“quack-quack” noises and begging for food. What worries me is 
that since these ducks showed up, the number of wood ducks has 
declined, and the herons seem to have disappeared entirely.

Can anything be done to remove these domestic ducks? I worry 
that eventually they’ll drive out all the wild birds, and ruin this 
small but vital (to my mind, at least) piece of bird habitat in the 
heart of Central Austin. I’ve met other birders there who can 
identify the various species, but perhaps more signifi cantly, 
I’ve seen parents bring their children there all the time to watch 
and feed the wood ducks and their ducklings. I’m sure this has 
given these children and their parents an appreciation for these 
beautiful wild birds, and I would hate to see that replaced by 
just another generic duck pond with a bunch of obnoxious, 
generic ducks. – PL, Austin.

A: I read your query about the domesticated ducks at the 
pond behind Central Market with much interest. I am quite 

familiar with the pond and its varied inhabitants and, yes, the 
lovely wood ducks are quite an attraction and I read that you 
do not care for the interlopers. I’m afraid it is a philosophical 
problem and not one we can vote on for control. You like the 
wood ducks; it seems that someone else likes the big, white 
ducks. The property is privately owned and the public has 
no control over any portion of it and that includes the bird 
population. We have had to learn to live with European birds 
with no natural enemies in this country; e.g., house sparrows and 
European starlings, and they have become considerable pests 
throughout the United States. 

We, as bird fanciers, would like to look at the very pretty birds 
more than those with warts on their faces, but we are not in the 
bird destroying business. We in Audubon believe there is room 
for all of them.

About the fl uctuations in populations of herons, egrets and wood 
ducks at the pond - I believe from personal observation that 
they are seasonal and part of the natural movement of birds for 
whatever reason their genes tell them. Also, you indicate that 
these ducks are recent arrivals. Maybe they too will be gone 

soon. Give them time to do their thing. They are not going to act to 
please us, so we have to live with it as it really is. Sorry I couldn’t 
offer you any positive reinforcement.

Q: I was visiting my daughter in Farmersville, Texas (20 miles 
northeast of Dallas) two weeks ago and observed some strange 

behavior and was hoping you might be able to explain it to me. 
Some small doves, I think, were lying on their sides on her sidewalk 
and extending one wing in the air for 10 or so seconds. They would 
then get up and walk away. I have never observed this behavior in 
the doves I have at my feeders here in Cedar Park. In fact, I don’t 
believe I have ever seen these small doves in the Austin area. – RP, 
Cedar Park.

A: I have been asked to respond to your question about the 
strange-acting bird you observed on your visit to the Dallas 

area. I sure would have liked to have seen the phenomenon you 
describe. The only similar action of which I am aware is what we 
birders call the cripple-wing fl utter that is used by killdeer to steer 
people away from their nest sites and young. The bird lowers one 
wing and raises the other and seems to struggle in a direction away 
from its nest location. It is an interesting action to watch and when I 
have seen it, was usually near a street or sidewalk and the bird’s nest 
was in the grass or rocks in the vicinity. You indicated that you were 
not sure it was a dove and I would have to say that I have never seen 
or heard of doves doing such actions. Hope this helps. 

Q: I am a former TAS member about to renew my membership, 
but, I have two questions regarding birding in my area. I live 

in Caldwell County, just southeast of Travis [County]. Recently, I 
observed a large number of hawks (migrating?) on the ground ... 
why do they rest on the ground rather than in trees? Also, I have 
at least 50+ black-bellied whistling ducks on my farm property 
– one pair even raised ducklings – is it normal for this species to 
overwinter here? Thanks. – EW, Caldwell County.

A: Thanks for your inquiry about the birds you see. Two 
interesting questions! About the hawks. Central Texas is on the 

migration route of many different hawks, and on their trips south in 
the fall and north in the spring, they frequently have to rest. Landing 
in an open fi eld is much more convenient for them than trying to 
fi nd 200-300 perches in trees. Besides, they can use the opportunity 
to look for food such as mice, voles, even large grasshoppers. It is 
not unusual to see large groups of Swainson’s, red-tails or broad-
wings in fi elds along highways and we birders look forward to 
the opportunity. It makes it easy to check the various levels of 
development from fi rst year freshly fl edged to mature adult plumage 
that are shown in the fi eld guides.

Then, one of our favorites, the black-bellied whistling ducks (have 
you heard them whistle as they fl y?): There are numerous groups of 
them in the Austin area and most are year-round residents. They nest 
here regularly and we love to see them in bodies of water and have 
fun picking out their fi eld marks as they fl y, such as the big white 
wing patch. 

Lawrence Buford, TAS Bird Records Committee Co-Chair

Notes from Our E-Mail Box



8     S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  December 2 0 0 5 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Travis Audubon’s 2005 Holiday Gala!Travis Audubon’s 2005 Holiday Gala!
Thursday, December 15, 7-9 p.m.

Mercury Hall, 615 Cardinal Lane, Austin 78704

One hundred and one years ago, residents of a small Texas town called Mercury built a wooden church. 
In the 1990s, the congregation decided to build a new one, and a couple of entrepreneurs bought the 
original structure, moved it to Austin, and lovingly restored it for a special events and performance 

venue. Situated on four acres with magnifi cent live oak and post oak trees, Mercury Hall will be the site of 
Travis Audubon’s 2005 holiday gala. On a residential street aptly named Cardinal Lane, just off South First 
(between Oltorf and Ben White), the building is all on one level and completely accessible. We hope you will 
come. Check out photos at www.mercuryhall.com.

This year’s party committee has been going full-tilt and we’ve got some super plans for you. We will host a 
book signing by long-time Travis Audubon member, Marjorie Valentine Adams, whose brand-
new tome, Bird-Witched! How Birds Can Change a Life, will be on sale at a discount. Please 
come out and join us in honoring Marjorie. Our old friends the Skreis of the Naturally Curi-
ous store will be on hand as well, with plentiful books and other nature-related items for your 
holiday shopping. Travis Audubon will also have 2006 Audubon calendars for sale at a dis-
count. And we have proclaimed this a Tax-Free Shopping Day for Travis Audubon Society 
members and guests, so you will get price discounts and sales-tax forgiveness, too!

This year’s holiday gala will also include a Members’ Best Shots slide show running 
throughout the evening, and we seek your best 3-5 images of birds or other wildlife to be 
included in the show. Many Travis Audubon members are superb nature photographers, 
and we invite you to share some old or new favorites with the rest of us. Be photo-proud! 
Did you get a great shot of the fork-tailed fl ycatcher at Hornsby Bend this fall? How about an image of a 
damselfl y, a salamander, or your favorite sparrow? Travis Audubon member Scott Young has kindly agreed to 
coordinate the slide show. Please e-mail (jpg format only) 3-5 images, by Monday, December 12th, to Scott at 
birding-biker@austin.rr.com. 

No Travis Audubon party would be complete without a 
round of Bird Jeopardy, led by TAS Board Member (and 
Jeopardy champion) John Kelly. John knows facts and fi g-
ures about birds and other wildlife that would befuddle the 
rest of us put together. Study up and be ready to play! Like 
last year, our party will also include a wonderful silent 
auction of bird-related items, and a raffl e, both to benefi t 
Travis Audubon Society. So please don’t forget to bring 
your checkbooks. We will provide all the food and bever-
age for the evening, and the TAS offi ce will also help orga-
nized carpools as well as transportation for those who have 
special needs. Please contact Valerie Staats at 300-2473 or 
valerie@travisaudubon.org with transportation issues. We 
look forward to celebrating the season with you!
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Our records indicate that 
263 people signed in at the 
Sanctuary this year and 44% 

of these were non-members who were 
either accompanied by a local and/or 
national member or had received prior 
permission to enter the Sanctuary. The 
number of visitors signing in at the 
Registration Box is up from last year 
and equal to the number of visitors to 
the Sanctuary in 2003. I want to thank 
everyone who came to the Sanctuary 
this year for signing in when they 
visited, for keeping the gates closed and 
latched and for observing the Sanctuary 
Regulations!

Since the Anderson Mill Road extension has been cut through 
to RM 1431, illegal trash dumping on the county right-of-
way on that part of Lime Creek Road that runs through the 
Sanctuary has increased four fold. We had Travis County 
out two times in October to pick up brush, a broken desk, a 
rusted-out water heater and scrap lumber. Given our vulnerable 
location in relation to neighboring urbanization and to protect 
the Sanctuary, it is now more important than ever, when the 
Sanctuary reopens in January 2006, that our visitors let me 
know if they observe any illegal dumping or trespassing. 

As part of our Land Management Plan, we survey Golden-
cheeked Warblers (GCWA) here at the Sanctuary each year.  
For the last two years, TAS member Dan Callaway has 
conducted these surveys for us and has given us excellent data.  
Dan is unable to continue the survey so we are looking for a 
qualifi ed individual with prior survey experience to conduct 
our GCWA survey this next season. The Sanctuary Committee 
has adopted the City of Austin 100-acre Plot Protocol to use at 
the Sanctuary so that the data collected will be compatible with 
the survey results gathered by our other Balcones Canyonlands 
Preserve partners. The survey guidelines call for ten surveys 
at six hours per survey beginning March 25 and continuing 
through May 25th. Once this data is collected, it becomes part 
of our annual BCP report, which is then turned over to the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. If you are interested in conducting 
this GCWA survey, contact me at the Sanctuary at 219-8425 or 
email me at jmwoso@earthlink.net.

The dry conditions of summer have continued on into fall. 
Our rainfall total at the end of October has been 26.6 inches. 
At this same time last year, the Sanctuary had received over 
thirty-three inches of rain. The bluebonnets sprouted after the 
last decent rain we received on October 10th , but we head into 
winter with a defi cit of soil moisture.

TAS members and friends of the Sanctuary, Mark and Selena 
Kiser, have left Austin and moved to Florida. Before leaving, 
they donated two Mayberry rocket-type bat houses (Mark and 

Selena worked for Bat Conservation 
International and coordinated the North 
American Bat House Research Project 
for BCI) to the Sanctuary. These bat 
houses are made out of PVC pipe and 
have a rough coating applied on the 
inside so bats can land and roost. In 
addition, the top third of these bat houses 
have a chamber that holds sand. This 
sand acts as an insulator and provides 
additional warmth for roosting bats. I 
took down the four-chamber wooden 
bat house in the Old Garden area 
next to our trailer and put up one of 
the Mayberry bat houses (the second 

Mayberry bat house will be installed near the Jackie Arnold 
Education Center). One Cave Myotis occupied the wooden 
bat house and was still in the bat house when I took it down. 
The bat didn’t mind the disturbance when I lowered the pole, 
removed the bat house and laid it on top of the cowbird trap. 
By the next morning, the bat had vacated the wooden house and 
moved (most likely the same bat) into the Mayberry bat house! 
According to Mark, the record number of Cave Myotis using 
a rocket-type bat house is 64 at a location in Kerrville, Texas. 
We are most grateful for this donation and we offer Mark and 
Selena our best wishes in their new endeavors.

Sanctuary Closed Date
The Sanctuary is closed and will reopen January 28, 2006

Jackie Arnold Education Center Update
Since the Baker Sanctuary, including the site of the Jackie 
Arnold Education Center, is in the City of Austin 5-Mile Extra 
Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ), a Land Development Permit from 
the City of Austin is required for this project. Our architect, 
Page-Southerland-Page, secured the services of Carter-Burgess, 
a local surveying fi rm to conduct a survey of the site that 
included topographic information, locations and species of trees 
over 6” in diameter, location of utilities, and any improvements 
planned for the site. Carter-Burgess began gathering 
information for the survey on September 27th by setting up 
their Total Data Station on the LCRA benchmark across from 
our trailer. The survey was completed by early October and 
turned over to PSP who, in addition to their regular work, began 
preparing the site development package to submit to the City 
of Austin. Also, I would like to take this opportunity to correct 
an inadvertent omission in the October Signal Smoke and thank 
Brian Nasky with The Sunland Group and Chuck Naeve with 
Architectural Engineers Collaborative who have donated their 
time to this project.  

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Baker Sanctuary News

 photo credit: Marcie Wilcox
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About TAS Field Trips  All TAS fi eld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear 
appro priate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, fi eld trips are free. Carpoolers should ex-
pect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on fi eld trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or 
other circumstances, please check the TAS website at www.travisaudubon.org. Because of the pub lication schedule of the newsletter, things 
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at 
www.hornsbybend.org

    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org
TAS Events - Dec 2005

And don’t forget, after your fi eld trip please add your sightings to our online Bird Records 
database! We’ve made adding entries very easy - just go to:

 www.travisaudubon.org and click on the Bird Records link
P.S. We want entries about your “every day” backyard bird sightings, too! 

Saturday, December 3
8:00 am – 12:00 pm

fi eld trip

Saturday, December 10 
7 am & 4 pm

Hornsby Bend monthly bird count

Sunday, December 11
8:30 am to 11:30 am

youth birding walk

 Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Berry Springs Park (Georgetown)

We will explore one of Williamson County’s newest parks with folks from Twin Lakes 
Audubon Society. Crushed granite nature trails through an old pecan orchard and open fi elds, 
along Berry Creek, and around a pond created by damming Berry Springs, should create 
plenty of early winter viewing opportunities. Bring water/snack, and lunch if you’d like to 
eat afterwards in one of the picnic areas. Directions from Austin: Take IH35 N to Exit 261A 
(RM 2338, Lake Georgetown, Andice). At the light, turn right onto Williams Dr, and then an 
immediate left onto Austin Ave. Go 0.5 miles, and turn right onto FM 971. Go 1.5 miles and, 
just after the light, turn left onto CR 152, just before the Heritage Baptist Church. Stay on CR 
152 for 1.8 miles (the road will make a sharp turn to the right, go under SH 130, and then over 
Berry Creek). The park entrance will be on your left. Meet at the fi rst parking area on the left.]  
Directions from Belton: Take IH35 S to Exit 262 (RM 2338, Lake Georgetown, Andice). Turn 
left onto Williams Dr, then left onto Austin Ave, and then follow the directions above.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory.

Fledgling Birder’s walk at Hornsby Bend
After this year’s fi ne Youth Birding Camp it has come to our attention that there are quite a 
few junior birders out there. Bring your fi ne-feathered juvenile birders to Hornsby Bend for 
our youth birding walk. We’ll meet in the parking lot of the C.E.R. building at 8:30 and from 
there head out to the ponds and the trails for a three-hour tour of Hornsby Bend. Travis County 
Audubon’s own youth education chair, Julia Balinsky will be leading the way along with Andy 
Balinsky, and Bernadette Noll, an immature birder herself, will tag along.

Children under 8 must be accompanied by an adult while older children may be dropped off. 
Parents and other adults are welcome to attend. B.Y.O.S + W + B - Bring your own snacks and 
water and binoculars*. Good walking shoes and long pants are recommended. For questions 
contact Bernadette Noll at nollanderson@sbcglobal.net
*some binoculars are available with advance notifi cation

Bird Your Favorite Park!
Sunrise is at 7:25 and sunset at 5:27. Enjoy a brisk bird walk in your local park! 

Our newest walk
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Meeting Schedules

TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 300-BIRD

Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058

Education Committee: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Bill Reiner, 445-0565

Latin America Committee Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.

Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com

Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425

Ongoing TAS Meetings

TAS Events - Jan 2006
 New Year’s Eve Weekend 

2006

Saturday, January 7
7:30 am – 2:00 pm

fi eld trip

Saturday, January 14 
7 am & 4 pm

Hornsby Bend monthly bird count

Sunday, January 15
7:30 am & 9:00 am to 10:30 am

monthly bird walk

Saturday, January 21
7:30 am to noon

monthly bird walk

Saturday, January 28
7:30 am to 11:30 am or longer

bird walk

Bird Your Favorite Park!
Visit your favorite local park and bring in the year right. Sunrise is at approximately 7:30 a.m. and 
sunset at 5:40 p.m., but the birds will be hopping all day long.

Granger Lake (Williamson County)
Registration required, maximum is 15. Byron Stone will be leading this fi eld trip, and we’ll 
explore a variety of habitats as we search for waterfowl, shorebirds, Mountain Plovers, 
longspurs, woodland birds, and sparrows. Please keep in mind that seeing Mountain Plovers or 
longspurs is not guaranteed, and may only consist of fl yovers or scope views, but we’ll hope 
for the best. Dress in layers, and bring snack/lunch/water and $5/vehicle entry fee for Willis 
Creek Park. Contact Kathy McCormack (VEFL21@yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) to register or for 
more information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend 
Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory.

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Park 
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Bird Walk at Commons Ford Park
The gate will be open at 7:00 so early birds can try to catch an owl. Contact Ed Fair at 512-
560-1943 for more information. Some perks: the park has one of the most extensive birding 
list in Travis Co. with at least 150 species. Interesting winter guest include Merlin, Ringed 
Kingfi sher, Brown Creeper, Common Raven, Purple Finch and Le Conte’s, Fox and Swamp 
Sparrows.
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Reprinted with permission from the November 2002 Vermilion 
Flycatcher newsletter of the Tucson Audubon Society (www.
tucsonaudubon.org).

McCown’s & Chestnut-collared Longspurs
by Larry Liese
Illustrations by George C. West

Remember fi rst hearing the phrase “little brown jobs”? 
Well, this month’s birds have it all over any other 
LBJs you might be thinking of. We’ll be attempting 

to learn how to distinguish both male and female winter 
plumaged longspurs. Not only are they small, brown, and 
lacking in bright, easy to see fi eld marks, but they stick to 
wide-open areas where approach is diffi cult. Views are usually 
of a swirling fl ock that gyrates through the air too quickly to 
see well, only to collapse to the 
ground and seemingly disappear! 
Patience will be required, and 
you may fi nd yourself returning 
your gaze to the spotting scope 
eyepiece for yet another try after 
repeating to yourself “Well, I’m 
not sure.”

To keep it manageable, we’ll stick 
to the two most likely species 
for here in southeastern Arizona. 
From November into March, 
the common Chestnut-collared 
Longspur (Calcarius ornatus), 
and its uncommon and local 
congener McCown’s Longspur 
(Calcarius mccownii) winter in 
dry grasslands, fallow fi elds and 
agricultural areas. Areas to look 
for them are in the San Rafael 
Grasslands, the grasslands near 
Sonoita, and in the Sulphur 
Springs Valley, with the agricultural areas north of Elfrida 
the best area to fi nd the McCown’s. The McCown’s is said to 
prefer shorter grass and more open ground. I’ve usually seen 
the Chestnut-collared where the grass is taller, though it is 
the much more widespread bird. Both associate with Horned 
Larks, so be on the lookout for them as well. Longspurs 
sometimes can be found taking drinks on lake/puddle margins 
such as at the Wilcox ponds.

Named for the long, slender claw of their hind toe, longspurs 
are colorful birds of the northern prairies famous for their 
beautiful fl ight displays. Not so for us. Winter plumages are 
indistinct, though there are fi eld marks that one can use to 
separate all four variations.

The fi rst clue that you might be seeing longspurs will be 
the sheer size of the fl ock (sometimes numbering in the 
hundreds), their small size and their overall light brown color.  

Though both are said to give a dry rattle, the repeated kidd-le or 
til-lip fl ight-call of the Chestnut-collared is distinctive and easy 
to learn. The McCown’s call notes are a whit and a hard prit-tup.  
McCown’s are paler overall, though you’ll need practice to be 
confi dent using this to distinguish them.

Though they do seem to disappear upon landing, the visual fi eld 
marks are not generally seen in fl ight and that is when you’ll have 
a chance to study them. McCown’s have large pinkish bills and 
longer wings that reach much further towards their tail tip. The 
Chestnut-collared has a small gray bill and much shorter wings 
that barely extend past its rump, leaving plenty of tail exposed. 
Males of both species can retain traces of their breeding colors. 
Look for some chestnut on the nape and an often hidden white 

shoulder patch indicating a male Chestnut-
collared Longspur. Some male McCown’s 
Longspurs will have rusty median wing coverts.  
Some will show a gray rump. Both males show 
some black smudges on the breast.  It will pay 
to scan around looking for the brighter-marked 
individuals.

Female longspurs are pretty drab; true LBJs! The 
female McCown’s is best told by bill and wing 
differences as described above, plus they have 
a broad pale supercilium and general lack of 
streaking below that is reminiscent of a female 
House Sparrow, though none of these longspurs 
hop about as those do. Female Chestnut-
collared’s have blurry streaks below and are 
smaller and less chunky looking.

Then there’s the tail pattern. This often-
mentioned fi eld mark is very distinctive, yet very 
hard to get a glimpse of. As the birds land, they 
often fan their tail feathers to help brake their 
descent, allowing a quick view of the tail pattern. 
It happens fast! Both have much white in their 

tails, with the central rectrices and tail tips black. The black in 
the McCown’s forms an inverted “T” pattern, while the Chestnut-
collared forms a triangular wedge at the tip. Take a look at Kenn 
Kaufman’s new photographic fi eld guide. You’ll see that the 
difference isn’t all that easy to clearly see.

Since you’ll probably be hitting the Sulphur Springs Valley 
a couple of times this winter to take in the fl ocks of Sandhill 
Cranes and the wealth of raptors, why not tackle these and try to 
distinguish all four? If you can, you can really start looking at 
yourself as a better birder. Good luck!

In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon Society Checklist indicates 
that McCown’s and Chestnut-collared Longspurs can be found 
November through February. The best place to look for them is in 
the plowed fi elds around Granger Lake in Williamson County. You 
can look for them on your own, or join the annual TAS fi eld trip to 
Granger Lake in January.

DASTARDLY DUOS
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Education Committee News - Classes

Committee
N E W SN E W STA STA S

Waterfowl Identifi cation Class

Begin the new year by learning how to distinguish those 
ducks! In January, Jean Martin will again teach the 
Waterfowl Identifi cation Class, for her third consecutive 

year. Jean also teaches the Beginning Birding Class, and has 
many years’ experience birding. This course will focus on ducks 
and other waterfowl found in Texas, especially during the winter 
months. It is well suited for birders who have completed the 
Beginning Birding Class or for those who have ignored ducks 
because “all those females look alike.”

Lectures will be from 8 to 10 a.m. on Saturdays, January 21 
and 28, in the Center for Environmental Research auditorium, 
at Hornsby Bend. Field trips will follow classes and will last 
until about 2 p.m.; locations will be announced at class time.  
Participation in fi eld trips is considered part of the class.  Plan to 
bring a lunch to both classes. Tuition is $30 for TAS members and 
$40 for nonmembers. The class will be limited to 12 participants.  
To register, e-mail waterfowlclass@swbell.net, or call Anne 
Wheeler at 338-1131.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK CLUB

We invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature Book Club, which is usually held the 4th Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople (6th and Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The group is informal and fun, 
and you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or you can pick and choose the meetings 

featuring books you would like to discuss. You do not have to have read the book to attend.  Below is a list of books we 
will read for the next few months.
Note: Because of the winter holidays, we will have our December meeting on Thursday, December 1st (a change 
from our usual meeting day).

December 1st, 2005 – Winter World by Bernd Heinrich
 

January 26th, 2006 – The Feather Quest by Pete Dunne
February 24th, 2006 – TBA

Please note that this list is tentative!  Before you commit to reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call 
Terry Banks at 451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks@msn.com to fi nd out if the book is still current.  

Thanks to the ABA, again
Each participant in Byron Stone’s Sparrow ID Class 
received a copy of the September/October issue of Birding 
magazine, which concentrated on the biology of the 
sparrows. The Education Committee is again grateful for 
this donation from the American Birding Association.

Field Trip Leaders Needed

The Field Trips Committee is looking for a few good leaders. 
Before you skip over the rest of this paragraph, please 

read on. The Committee wants to try something new. Do you 
have a patch of woods, a favorite trail, or a spot you like to 
go birding or hiking? Would you be willing to lead a group of 
Travis Audubon members on a walk through a small area that 
you know, pointing out things that interest you there? These 
could be fl ora and fauna, geologic features, sky signs, wildlife 
of all sorts – or all of the above. You do not need to be an expert 
or have special training to lead this kind of walk. You do not 
need to commit to doing it more than a time or two. Please 
think about sharing your enjoyment of a place you know with 
your fellow Travis Audubon members. To give this a go, please 
contact Stan Van Sandt at 707-7438 or Charles Stephens at 328-
9453.

Winter World: The Ingenuity of Animal Survival, by 
Bernd Heinrich (Ecco, 2003) –

Scientifi c American wrote this about the book: 
“[Heinrich] describes the winter survival strategies 
of many animals. He marvels in particular at the 
success of the golden-crowned kinglet (Regulus 
satrapa), a bird “scarcely larger than a ruby-throated 
hummingbird” that remains active all through 
the winters of Maine and Alaska, its life “played 
out on the anvil of ice and under the hammer of 
deprivation.” The kinglet, he says, symbolizes the 
“astounding and ingenious strategies that animals 
have evolved for coping in the winter world.”

The Feather Quest: A North American Birder’s Year, 
by Pete Dunne (Mariner, 1999) –

From the Library Journal review: “Director of the 
Cape May Bird Observatory and New Jersey Audubon 
Society, and organizer of the fi rst World Series of 
Birding … [Dunne] and his wife live out the birder’s 
dream of following the birds and the seasons around 
the United States … In prose that reads as smoothly 
as the best of John McPhee, Dunne muses on birds, 
on the 22 birding hot spots they visit, on birders as 
a group, on famous birders they meet, and on the 
philosophy, spirit, and almost everything that touches 
the love of birding.”
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This Year’s CBCs
Travis Audubon Invites Birders and Nature Enthusiasts to Take Part

in the Annual Christmas Bird Count
Austin Christmas Bird Count, Saturday, December 17, 2005
Inaugural Granger Lake Christmas Bird Count, Friday, December 30, 2005

 

Every year, the Travis Audubon Society calls upon volunteers in Central Texas to join with birders across 
the western hemisphere and participate in the fun winter-time tradition – the annual Christmas Bird 

Count (CBC). The count is open to birders of all skill levels.

During the 105th CBC, a record 56,623 volunteers counted over seventy million birds within 2022 total 
circles. This year, over 2,000 individual counts are again scheduled to take place throughout the Americas 
from December 14, 2005 to January 5, 2006. Christmas Bird Counts began over a century ago when 27 
conservationists in 25 localities, led by scientist Frank Chapman, changed the course of ornithological 
history. On Christmas Day, 1900, the small group of conservationists posed an alternative to the “side 
hunt,” a Christmas day activity in which teams competed to see who could shoot the most birds and small 
mammals. Instead, Chapman proposed to identify, count, and record all the birds they saw, founding what 
is now considered to be the most signifi cant citizen-based conservation effort and a more than century-old 
institution. Each count group completes a census of the birds found during one 24-hour period between 
December 14 and January 5 in a designated circle 15 miles in diameter – about 177 square miles. Apart 
from its attraction as a social and competitive event, CBC reveals valuable scientifi c data. Now in its 106th

 

year, CBC is larger than ever, expanding its geographical range and accumulating information about the 
winter distributions of various birds, and it is vital in monitoring the status of resident and migratory birds 
across the Western Hemisphere. The data, 100% volunteer generated, have become a crucial part of the U. S. 
Government’s natural history monitoring database. Articles published in the 105th

 

CBC issue of American 
Birds helped ornithologists better understand the Boreal bird populations. 

“Backed with over a century of participation and collected data, the Christmas Bird Count is the longest-
running, volunteer-based bird census, spanning three human generations,” said Geoff LeBaron, Director 
of Christmas Bird Count. “The CBC has evolved into a powerful and important tool, one probably 
inconceivable to any of the twenty-seven participants on the fi rst Christmas Bird Count. With continually 
growing environmental pressures, it seems likely that today’s participants cannot possibly fathom the value 
of their efforts now and in the next century.” The Austin Christmas Bird Count is one of the most successful 
CBCs annually. The 2004-05 count was recognized by Audubon in the 105th Christmas Bird Count 
compilation for attracting 100 participants. We invite birders of all levels to join us on Saturday, December 
17, 2005, for another exciting count.

This year, in addition to the perennially successful Austin Christmas Bird Count, local birders have another 
CBC in which to consider participating. Scott Young and Shawn Ashbaugh have teamed with Williamson 
County area expert Tim Fennell to launch the inaugural Granger Lake Christmas Bird Count which will take 
place on Friday, December 30, 2005. Granger Lake in Williamson County is an approximate 90 minute drive 
northwest from Austin. The Granger Lake area is signifi cant due to its reputation for harboring threatened 
prairie species like MOUNTAIN PLOVER and SHORT-EARED OWL. Other specialties and expected 
species include a variety of duck and geese, BURROWING OWL, HORNED LARK, SPRAGUE’S PIPIT, 
CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR, LAPLAND LONGSPUR, MCCOWN’S LONGSPUR, and as 
many as 14 sparrow species, including HARRIS’S and LECONTE’S SPARROW. The area offers diverse 
habitat. Participants will have the opportunity to count open farmland, fresh water, riparian woodland, and 
Blackland Prairie habitat. As an added bonus, Travis Audubon has announced that the Society will pay the 
$5 participant fee for all TAS members, including those who join TAS on the day of the Granger Lake CBC.

This year, Travis Audubon Society’s CBC will again be led by Shawn Ashbaugh and Scott Young. We 
encourage all Travis Audubon members to join in the fun. Participants will be assigned to designated areas 
in the southeast part of Travis County. Most participants start their counting early on Saturday morning, 
but starting times for individuals can be fl exible. For more information, please get in touch with Shawn and 
Scott (see contact info in column to the right). Help us continue to make these counts successful!

Saturday December 17, 2005
Austin
Contact:

Shawn Ashbaugh 
sashbaugh@austin.rr.com 

(h) 512-288-5172 
(cell) 512-970-7170 or 

Scott Young 
birding-biker@austin.rr.com 

512-293-9989

Sunday, December 18, 2005
San Antonio

Bob Doe, DOEFAMILY@aol.com

Monday, December 19, 2005
Balcones Canyonlands NWR

John Kelly
512-331-8693

Wednesday, December 21, 2005
Choke Canyon

Doug Booher 
dbooher359@sbcglobal.net  

(cell) 512-630-7066

Gomez Farias (El Cielo, Mexico)
Stennie Meadours 

stenmead@aol.com
281-339-1526 

Wednesday, December 28, 2005
Chisos Mountains

Bryan Hale 
(h) 512-474-5499 
(w) 512-912-4412 

bmhale@swbell.net
Thursday, December 29, 2005

Big Bend N.P. (east)
Bryan Hale, contact info above

Friday, December 30, 2005
Granger

Shawn Ashbaugh 
sashbaugh@austin.rr.com

(h) 512-288-5172 
(cell) 512-970-7170 or

Scott Young 
birding-biker@austin.rr.com 

512-293-9989

Palmetto SP
Erik Huebner

ehuebner@austin.rr.com 
512-448-4071

New Braunfels
David Sarkozi,

david@sarkozi.net
713-412-4409

Monday January 2, 2006
Bastrop-Buesher
David Mitchell, 512-303-9246, or 
Josh Mitchell 512-468-7295

Westcave Preserve
Dan Callaway
dandscallaway@juno.com
251-3501 or
John Ahrne at 830-825-3442

Burnet County
David Bryant 
davidjbryant@netzero.net 
325-388-4536
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Interested in Serving on the TAS Board?Interested in Serving on the TAS Board?

We’re getting a wonderful response to our new 
TAS News and Notes e-mail blasts (a benefi t 
of TAS membership). To get in on the buzz, 
please send your current e-mail address to 

info@travisaudubon.org

*

        

Travis Audubon Society (TAS) seeks candidates for several Spring 2006 openings on its Board of Directors. The 
Board is responsible for the governance and oversight of TAS, sets policies, and determines the overall direction of the 
organization.

Applicants should be able and willing to meet the following basic requirements:

1. Commitment to being a member of and supporting the mission of TAS
2. Being an advocate for TAS in your own circles
3. Attendance at Board meetings and general membership meetings
4. Participation in at least one TAS sub-committee
5. Participation in TAS fundraising events and contributing to the support of TAS

Service on the TAS Board of Directors offers the following benefi ts:

1. Opportunity to meet new people and form friendships
2. Develop new professional skills (can be a résumé builder item)
3. Better knowledge of conservation organizations and institutions
4. Service to a worthy environmental cause that impacts Central Texas
5. Opportunity to infl uence the future direction of TAS

A detailed description of duties and the selection process will be provided to applicants who meet the above requirements 
and send these three items to TAS: 1) a brief motivation statement (one paragraph, 100 words), 2) short form of your 
résumé, and 3) names and telephone #s of three current references. Please e-mail to Ms. Anne Donovan, Chair, TAS 
Nominating Committee (ajdonovan@austin.rr.com) by Sunday, December 31, 2005. 

What is it about a Warbler (and our own Golden-cheeked Warbler, in particular) that we love so much? As our members 
know, the Golden-cheeked Warbler is Travis Audubon’s symbol and an endangered species. We work to protect its fragile 
habitat at our Baker Sanctuary and elsewhere. For a Web page about the GCWA, we seek contributions from Travis 

Audubon members: stories, images, suggestions of good information resources, memories of your fi rst sighting, and so on. Please 
e-mail your material (all submissions welcomed!) to valerie@travisaudubon.org, or call the offi ce at 300-BIRD (2473) to make other 
arrangements. You may retain copyright over your material and we will include credits with any photos. We look forward to hearing 
from you about the GCWA!          Valerie Staats
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Travis Audubon Society
Membership Secretary
P.O. Box 40787
Austin TX 78704
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Austin, Texas

Local and National
Audubon Membership

Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right, 
and your dues will be put to use supporting local conserva-
tion, education, and research projects. You may also join the 
National Audubon Society through their website at www.audu-
bon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will enjoy 
Travis Audubon chapter member ship, and receive the quar-
terly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to 
support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the 
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-up on local fi eld trips, 
discounts on educational classes, and the opportunity to par-
ticipate in our email group and monthly lectures. 

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, 
P.O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 78704.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon Soci-
ety membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audu-
bon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

� $12 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
� $25 Individual Membership
� $35 Family Membership
� $75 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
� $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
� $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and 

free workshop)
� $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size _________________

  
 � This is a gift membership from  _________________________

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Email  ______________________________________________________

     

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


