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TAS Regular Monthly Meeting

 Thursday, February 17, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time

Program: The Great Texas Birding Classic (see page 9 for details)

Speaker: Shelly Scroggs, Texas Parks & Wildlife

New Location: Lower Colorado River Authority Board Room
3700 Lake Austin Blvd , Austin.

The board room is located in the Hancock Building, the middle building in the courtyard.
We’ll be in the room on your left upon entering the building.

Parking available in garage.

Austin Christmas Bird Count 2004
by Scott Young  

Prior to the turn of the century, people engaged in a holiday tradition known 
as the Christmas “Side Hunt”: They would choose sides and go afi eld with 

their guns; whoever brought in the biggest pile of feathered (and furred) quarry 
won.  Conservation was in its beginning stages around the turn of the 20th century, 
and many observers and scientists were becoming concerned about declining bird 
populations.  Beginning on Christmas Day, 1900, ornithologist Frank Chapman, an 
early offi cer in the then budding Audubon Society, proposed a new holiday tradition 
-- a “Christmas Bird Census” -- that would count birds during the holidays rather than 
hunt them.  So began the Christmas Bird Count. 

More than 50,000 observers participate each year in this all-day census of early-winter 
bird populations.  The results of their efforts are compiled into the longest running 
database in ornithology, representing over a century of unbroken data on trends of 
early-winter bird populations across the Americas.  Simply put, the Christmas Bird 
Count, or “CBC”, is citizen science in action.  The fi rst Austin count occurred on 
December 25, 1916, during which two participants identifi ed 54 species.  The Austin 
count did not occur again until the 1930s, when there were fi ve counts in ’31, ’34, ’36, 
’37, and ’38. Following that, there was no count again until the 1950s, when there 
were four counts in ’54, ’55, ’56, and ’57.  After a gap of eleven more years, the count 

began again in 1968, and it has been 
an annual event ever since. 

This year’s Austin Christmas Bird 
Count took place on Saturday, 
December 18.  Ninety-seven hardy 
souls braved the nearly intolerable 
weather conditions to fi nd 141 species 
of birds in the CBC circle.  Okay, the 
weather was actually GREAT!  The 
offi cial low at the Airport was 28 °F, 
but temperatures dipped down to 22 °F 
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Subscription Information
Signal Smoke, published 11 months of the 
year by Travis Audubon Society, is a TAS 
mem   ber ship bene fi t. To join TAS, see the 
back page of this newsletter. For address 
or subscription changes, no   t ify Shirley 
Doggett (TAS Mem ber ship Secretary), 
P.O. Box 422,Thrall, TX 76578-0422; 
membership@travisaudubon.org; 512-898-
5500. The post offi ce will not forward Signal 
Smoke.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the fi rst day of 
the pre ced ing month (for example, September 
1 for the October issue). Sub mit uncopyright-
ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, and art to Tess 
Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com; or mail 
to 210 E. Walnut Dr. Austin, TX 78753. Sub-
mis sions by e  mail or on a fl oppy are pre ferred 
but not re quired. Call Tess at 974-8582 if you 
have questions.

Email addresses are available at <www.travisaudubon.org> under “About Us.”
TAS Rare Bird Alert Isaac Sanchez 263-2767

  Alert number 926-8751
Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344

  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
Conservation John Kelly 331-8693

Education—Adult Jean Martin 343-7053
 Education—Youth Julia Balinsky 926-7312 

Field Trips Charles Stephens 328-9453 
 Hospitality Susan Moak
 Latin America Bob Warneke 443-5488

Membership Chris Doggett 512-898-5500
Membership Secretary Shirley Doggett 512-898-5500

Programs Howie Richey 444-4550
Property and Finance Pat Dillon 347-0452

Publications Tess Sherman 974-8582
Publicity Barbara Anderson 346-6584 

Sales Marcie Wilcox 219-8425
Sanctuary John Wilcox 219-8425

Urban Habitat Development Jane Tillman 794-0058
 Volunteer Opportunities Rob Bates 528-9317
 Webmaster Chris Doggett 512-898-5500
   

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and 

preservation of birds, wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

Materials are copyrighted by their authors. For permission to reproduce
for nonprofi t purposes, please contact TAS.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT
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Continued on page 5

I’m writing this in late December and am about to travel to Gomez Farias, 
Tamaulipas Mexico for my fi rst Mexico birding experience.  I will be 

participating in the Gomez Farias CBC.  I’m very excited about the new life birds 
I’ll get, but I’m also excited to see how eco-tourism is taking hold.  Next time you 
see me, ask me about my trip!  

I know most of you, when you get your new Signal Smoke each month, go 
immediately to the section that lists the motions that were made at the last board 
meeting.  I know it’s exciting reading, but we’re changing things up a little.  Instead 
of just the motions, Anne Donovan has agreed to write a short synopsis of what 
transpired during our board meeting.  We think this will give you a better idea of 
what’s happening than just having the motions listed.  Let us know if you agree.

Did you follow the events in New York City with Pale Male?  If not, you can read 
about it at New York City Audubon’s website, www.nycaudubon.org/home/.  Be 
sure and check out the photos of the vigil.  If they don’t inspire you, I don’t know 
what will!  Thank you New Yorkers and birders the world over for standing up for 
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Feed the Birds Naturally!
URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT

by Jane Tillman

If you ever feel like you are on the losing side of the battle 
with squirrels and raccoons that raid your bird feeders, it is 
time to incorporate native plants into your landscape and let 

nature provide.  Below are some tried and true plants that will 
attract a variety of birds.  Add these to your shopping list.

Trees
The Anacacho orchid tree, Bauhinia lunarioides (B. congesta), 
which naturally occurs a couple of counties to the west, is a big 
hit with cardinals.  They will pop the seedpods to get the seeds.  
In Dripping Springs one Audubon member has these trees 
springing up all over – a nice problem to have. The Anacacho 
does best in full sun.  Since it is a small tree 6-12 feet in height, 
with a similar spread, it fi ts easily in smaller landscapes.  
Because it casts very light shade you can easily plant a shrub 
and perennial layer underneath it.  

Rough leaf dogwood, Cornus Drummondii, is an underused 
understory tree to 15 feet that brings in phoebes, mockingbirds, 
and bluebirds, when its white berries appear in late summer. 
Like most trees it will be denser and shrubbier in sun, and 
have a more open growth habit in shade. Rough leaf dogwood 
suckers prolifi cally in good growing conditions like its original 
habitat along stream banks.

Keep in mind that fall migrating warblers are drawn to 
Hackberry berries, and put your saw away.  If you have the 
space for a Pecan, many spring migratory birds like the catkins 
(long, stringy things) of the pecan trees. You may spot many 
orioles and warblers in the spring, before the pecans leaf out. 
Woodpeckers, crows, jays, and red-winged blackbirds love them 
in the fall. 

Evergreen Shrub
The Wax myrtle’s blue berries will attract overwintering 
yellow-rumped warblers and ruby-crowned kinglets.  It is 
evergreen which is an added plus.

Wax myrtle, Myrica cerifera, tolerates poor drainage.  These 
shrubs can get big, so a better choice for the home landscape is 
the dwarf wax myrtle, M. cerifera var. pumila.  Both are useful 
for erosion control, since they sucker.  Plant in sun or bright 
shade.

Deciduous Plants
An excellent understory plant is our native Texas Lantana, 
Lantana urticoides (L. horrida).  If you don’t have this plant, 
what is stopping you?  It is very adaptable in full sun to partial 
shade.  It blooms most months of the year. It is a favorite nectar 
source for butterfl ies, is used by hummingbirds, and the berries 
are a big hit with birds. One of the surprises of an evening walk 
is to approach a lantana and fl ush a mockingbird.  The lantana 

also provides a nice twiggy support for butterfl y pupae.

Pokeberry or pokeweed, Phytolacca Americana, has purple 
fruits in September through November and will bring in 
mourning doves, phoebes, mockers, and bluebirds - even 
when the berries are shriveled after a freeze.  You can’t buy 
pokeweed, but it often volunteers in disturbed soil.  Pokeweed’s 
cousin, Pigeonberry, Rivina humilis, is available commercially, 
and this perennial’s red berries are equivalent to a fast food 
restaurant’s sign.  It is a low growing plant happiest in full to 
partial shade on moist soils.

Coralberry, Symphoricarpos orbiculatus, is good for erosion 
control as it is thicket-forming, and has berries that are not 
usually consumed until late winter.  It can grow to 6 feet but 3 
feet is more common. 

Summer tanagers, mockingbirds and cardinals love the purple 
berries of American Beautyberry, Callicarpa Americana. The 
American Beautyberry, like the wax myrtle, can fi ll a corner.  It 
likes sun to partial shade.

If you are looking for something to plant at a woodland edge, 
try Maximilian sunfl ower, Helianthus Maximiliani.  Butterfl ies 
love the fl owers, and goldfi nches and house fi nches love the 
seeds. 

All of the above plants are drought tolerant when established. 
Try one and see what birds come to call.

New Habitat Steward Class Forming
Are you a gardener who wants to share your enthusiasm for 
wildlife gardening with others?  Then sign up for the National 
Wildlife Federation training that will occur in April on four 
Wednesday evenings and three Saturdays.  It is co-sponsored 
by Travis Audubon, the Lady Bird Johnson Wildfl ower Center, 
and Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve.  Contact Jane Tillman for 
more details at mljt@mail.utexas.edu

Contact our 

Membership 

Committee if you 

don’t receive your 

Signal Smoke on a 

timely basis.
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

Spring sends its heralds, fragile yet hardy, in the 
month of February.  Blue northers are still all 
too common, but plants and animals respond to 

the longer days and higher sun. As the threat of frost 
diminishes, low-growing herbs risk opening fl owers.  The 
many-petaled Anemone is among the earliest to bloom, 
spangling grassy spots with blossoms.  Their colors may 
range from the usual white through lavender to deep 
purple, and sometimes pink.  Puccoons, relatives of the 
Forget-me-not, display curls of bright yellow blossoms.  
Showy white fl owers adorn the creeping canes of 
Dewberry.

The fl owers of American Elm, Shin Oak, and Spanish 
Oak appear, too, but, being wind-pollinated, they are not 
especially showy or fragrant.  The sweet aroma from 
the little yellow fl owers of Agarita, on the other hand, is 
detectable from many yards away, even by the relatively 
weak human sense of smell.

A strong perfume draws scarce insects from great 
distances, which may explain why other early-blooming 
trees and shrubs are as fragrant as the Agarita.  Standing 
in a grove of Huisache trees, amid hundreds of miniature 
yellow pompon blooms, is a dizzying experience.  
Dangling in clusters like grapes, the purple fl owers of 
Texas Sophora – or Mountain-Laurel – will tempt you 
to bring a bouquet indoors.  When the aroma, similar to 
an artifi cial grape drink, permeates the entire room, you 
might wish you had left it outdoors.

Our native plums, the tree-sized Mexican Plum and 
the shrubby Creek Plum, have a different method of 
attracting pollinators:  they cover themselves in white 
fl owers.  Blooming long before most of the deciduous 
trees have leaves, they can be seen for great distances.  A 
fence lined with Creek Plum in full bloom is the nearest 
approximation to a snowdrift in these parts.  And their 
hungry admirers come.  The white blossoms hum and 
fl icker with insects on a warm, sunny afternoon in late 
February or early March.

One of the visitors might be a Henry’s Elfi n.  This small, 
brown butterfl y, with short, thread-like “tails” protruding 
from its hind wing, fl ies only in early spring.  As it 
closes its wings while feeding, the paler outer half of 
the hindwing seems frosted.  Silvery scales heighten the 
effect, as if mimicking a February frost.  After nectaring 
at a plum’s fl owers, an elfi n might fl y to a Redbud tree 
– a mass of fl owers like the plum but stunning pink – to 

lay its eggs.  Other plants of the pea family, such as Texas 
Bluebonnets, might also feed elfi n caterpillars.

A few Purple Martins, usually the earliest of our spring 
migrants, may have returned by the time February begins, 
and more will arrive as the month progresses.  Others of 
the swallow clan – the Barn, Cliff, and Northern Rough-
winged – will soon arrive.  Blue-winged Teal, who winter 
farther south than our other ducks, re-appear sometime 
this month.

Most of our migrant birds wait until March.  The penalty 
for early arrivals can be severe. When fl ying insects are 
grounded by cold weather, birds that depend upon them, 
such as fl ycatchers and swallows, may starve.

While the migrants wait, our resident birds get a jump 
on breeding activities.  The bird songs that virtually 
disappeared over winter now bubble forth.  Northern 
Cardinals, Carolina and Bewick’s Wrens, Field Sparrows, 
and House Finches are especially effervescent.  Eastern 
Bluebirds began courting in January, and could have eggs 
in the nest by the end of February.  Great Horned Owls 
started even earlier, and may have owlets by now, ready to 
receive their parents’ catch.

Valentine’s Day isn’t just for people, birds, and butterfl ies.  
Bobcats, Raccoons, and Striped Skunks usually begin 
mating in February.  The mating rituals of Mink and Gray 
Fox are well along by now, and Coyote love-making 
reaches its peak this month.   A female Opossum may 
already have a litter of a dozen kits riding in her pouch.

Will a colder than normal winter chill all this bustling?  
We’ll have to wait and see.  February is a month of great 
expectation.  Watch what happens.
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THE DAN CALLAWAYDAN CALLAWAY  
      R E P O R TR E P O R T

Birding to Pedernales Falls --- 11/24/04
Participants:  Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey and Dan Callaway

Target bird:  Calliope Hummingbird

Our fi rst stop on this foggy morning was the city park 
in Jonestown on the shores of Lake Travis.  Scores of 

Black and Turkey Vultures had gathered near the shore to 
communicate their intentions for the day’s food fare.  An 
Osprey fi shed its way back and forth over the cove waters, 
unintentionally scaring up the perching and preening Ring-
billed Gulls. Spotting his prey beneath the surface, he dove into 
the water.  As he emerged, fully soaked, he rose to about 6 feet, 
then shook like a dog to scatter the droplets, relieving himself of 
the weight.  

Other noteworthy birds here were Spotted Sandpiper, Inca 
Dove, Belted Kingfi sher, American Robin, and American 
Goldfi nches.  The only sparrows seen by the group
today were 2 Field Sparrows.  

We continued West on 1431, then left on Bar K Ranch Rd to 
a private residence to view reported hummingbirds coming 
to sugar water.  As we stood in the front yard, we observed 2 
Calliopes racing among the treetops keeping their focus on the 
feeders hanging near the front door. Inside, we watched birds 
coming to sunfl ower and thistle feeders on the backyard patio.  
Chickadees, titmice, goldfi nches, and house fi nches were
the most common.  We did see 2 Pine Siskin come to window 

feeders.  Our best surprise was a brightly colored Rufous 
Hummingbird drinking from a window feeder.  Upon our 
departure, we waited patiently and still in the front yard to 
fi nally see the Calliope perch at the front feeder. 

We then birded the 2 private parks in Bar K Ranch to fi nd 2 pair 
of woodpeckers (Ladder-backed and Golden-fronted), a pair 
of Pine Warblers, several Orange-crowned and many Yellow-
rumped Warblers.  In Lago Vista, we ate a lunch at a picnic table 
in Dink Pearson County Park.  There we saw Pied-billed Grebe, 
Gadwall, American Wigeon, and Forster’s Tern.  We then called 
chickadees, titmice and lots of Ruby-crowned Kinglets out of 
the juniper/oak woodland.  On a walk through Arkansas Bend 
LCRA Park, we managed to call out a Hermit Thrush from one 
of the thickets.  We returned toward Austin on 1431. About 
halfway between 183 and 35, we birded Williamson Co Reg 
Park.  The only birds found here were kestrels and an occasional 
mockingbird and cardinal.  On my way home, I stopped at Loon 
Lake off Bratton Lane to see a Ring-necked Duck and more 
Gadwalls and Wigeons.  At home, a Western Meadowlark was 
calling and 2 Savannah Sparrows were peeping.

Total species:  51  (22 by 9am, 32 by 10am, 42 by noon, and 46 
by 2pm)

Best birds: Calliope and Rufous Hummingbirds

Dominant Bird:  Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Mark Your Calendar for Saturday, April 16, 2005

AUSTIN NATURE DAY
Austin Nature Day, a new annual event in Austin, patterned after the highly successful Austin Museum Day, will take place 

on April 16, 2005, at more than 20 locations around our beautiful city!  Austin may be the Live Music Capital of the 
World, but it is also regarded as one of the most innovative and environmentally aware communities in the nation.  To celebrate 
the beauty, vitality and diversity of natural resources that contribute to Austin’s high quality of life, a group of county and city 
agencies and educational organizations have joined together to invite the community to explore a variety of special events 
throughout the Austin area.

Participating agencies and organizations will be offering a wide-range of activities including art projects, gardening lectures and 
demonstrations, guided daytime and nighttime hikes, river rafting, and other unique opportunities for individuals and families to 
experience and enjoy the open spaces and natural places that make Austin special.  

Travis Audubon’s activities will include bird walks at numerous locations, Common Austin Birds presentations, and Gardening 
for Birds presentations.  Check our website for more details.  We need help pulling this off, so contact the following people if 
you can help:  

Charles Stephens if you can lead a bird walk
Jean Martin if you can give a Common Austin Birds presentation
Jane Tillman if you can give a Gardening for Birds presentation.

(The presentations are provided.  We just need someone to present them.)
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in some areas 
of the circle.  
Fortunately, 
sunrise 
brought rapid 
warming with 
a high of 67 
°F.  Skies 
were clear 
with visibility 
at 10 miles. 

We fi elded 
birders from 
4 am until 6 
pm, with just 
over 10 hours 
of that during 
daylight.  The 
birds began 
with a Great 
Horned 
Owl at Roy 
Kizer Golf 
Course at 
4:06 am and 

ended with Bill Reiner, Julia and Andy Balinsky, and Sally 
Breed enjoying a silhouette of Sandhill Cranes fl ying in front 
of the moon over McKinney Falls at 5:30 pm.  Of course we, 
found many notable birds in between, including Least Grebe 
seen on only (10) of 35 previous counts, Neotropic Cormorant 
(7), Anhinga (4), Little Blue Heron (3), Long-tailed Duck (2), 
Sora (9), Sandhill Crane (7), Rufous Hummingbird (9), Say’s 
Phoebe (17), Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (2), Sprague’s Pipit 
(16), Nashville Warbler (9), Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Pyrrhuloxia (12), and Purple Finch (15). The Black-throated 
Green Warbler is the fi rst record of this species for the Austin 
CBC!  Notable for their absence were Cinnamon Teal seen 
on (15) of 35 previous counts, Redhead (30), Brown Creeper 
(34), Golden-Crowned Kinglet (34), Lark Sparrow (27), and 
Pine Siskin (27).  We found “Harlan’s” Red-tailed Hawk and 
Common Ground-Dove during count week but not on count 
day.  Ash-throated Flycatcher and Ringed Kingfi sher were in 
the area just prior to count week, but we did not relocate either 

of them on the 18th.  We counted a record high 23 Blue-headed 
Vireos, 74 Eurasian Collared-Dove, 97 Great Egrets, 169 
Orange-crowned Warblers, 3 Rufous Hummingbirds, and 46 
Snowy Egrets. 

At the end of the day, we all gathered at Pok-E-Jo’s Barbeque 
in Brodie Oaks Shopping Center for the fi nal tally and count 
down.  Approximately 40 of the day’s participants ate BBQ, 
mingled, and shared stories and sightings from the day.  It is 
always exciting to see old friends and new who share the same 
passion for birding and carrying on the CBC tradition.   

Many thanks go out to all of you who joined in the effort, and 
special thanks go out to Dan Smith, Richard Kaskan, Stan 
VanSandt, and Rob Bates who fi lled area leader vacancies in a 
pinch.  In spite of some past participants heading out to other 
counts and several folks having to drop out due to illness, this 
was still second best attended Austin CBC on record. Shawn 
Ashbaugh and I are already looking forward to next year when 
we break the record for both attendance and species count.  
We know several of our area leaders have arranged access to 
private land in the count circle, but we need more of that access, 
particularly in the eastern portion of the circle.  We are going to 
work towards more private property access for next year, and 
we would welcome any suggestions on how to accomplish this.  
If each of us could recruit one birder for next year’s count, we 
would have the highest-attended count in the state.

Austin CBC News, continued from front page

Missed the 2004 CBCs?
Can’t wait to do another one?

Try this year’s GBBC coming up this month!

Robin Dennis,Stan VanSandt, Ken Anderson 

& Dave Gammon  on Count Day

photo credit: Danny Dennis

Long-tailed Duck at Hornsby,

photo credit: Shawn Ashbaugh
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                 GBBC News

Originally appearing in BirdScope, Vol.19, no.1, 
reprinted with permission from Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
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Proposed Bylaws - Vote on February 17
Are you a Chapter member of Travis Audubon Society?  If so, you soon will receive a packet of information 
regarding the upcoming vote on the proposed bylaws.  The packet will contain the fi nal version of the bylaws, a 
document that explains the reasoning behind the changes, and a reminder that we vote on February 17 at the 
general meeting.  I hope to see you at the general meeting!

Note:  Chapter members are the only ones who will get to vote on the proposed changes.  Our Articles of 
Incorporation specify that only Chapter members have voting privileges.  National Audubon members who are 
not Chapter members do not have voting rights unless specifi cally granted by the Travis Audubon Society board.  
Since our bylaws determine how we run our chapter on a local level, the board did not grant voting rights to 
National members.

For any National Audubon members who would like to join Travis Audubon Society and vote on the proposed changes, the 
membership secretary must have your check by February 12.

  Shelia Hargis 

Pale Male.  Not only did you bring back the spikes for Pale 
Male’s nest, you also showed the rest of the world how much 
you care about birds and what is possible when you care so 
much.  May we all follow in your footsteps.

Recently, I’ve been thinking about conservation and the politics 
involved.  I fi nally have realized that for us to be successful in 
saving the birds and other wildlife, we must demand/expect 
environmental protections from ALL of our elected offi cials 
regardless of which party they are affi liated with.  In my 
personal opinion, the last presidential election pitted two men 
who were on opposite ends of the environmental protection 
issue against each other.  And sadly, I think the environment 
lost.  In the future, we must strive to reach the point where no 
matter who wins the election, the environment wins!  We must 
get to the place where protecting the environment is a given.

I know we have TAS members who are Republicans.  (I’ve 
found this out the hard way, usually by putting my foot in my 
mouth!)   I also know our Republican members care about 
clean water and clean air, want to see the Endangered Species 
Act continued, and are concerned about global warming (just 
to name a few of the environmental issues facing us today.)  If 
you are one of these people, I encourage you to let your elected 
offi cials know these issues are important to you.  They need 
to hear from you.  Of course, I encourage everyone regardless 
of political affi liation to keep your representatives apprised of 
what you care about.  This includes local, state, and national 
representatives.  It’s just as important in local elections as it is in 
national elections.

Okay, enough about politics.  But, there’s one more voting 
opportunity coming up soon.  Please join us at the February 
general meeting when we’ll vote on the proposed bylaws.  Your 
vote is important to us, so I’ll see you there.

Another date to mark on your calendar is April 16, the fi rst 
annual Austin Nature Day.  Participate by volunteering with us 
to show other Austinites the wonders of birds or by attending 

some of the various events.  See the announcement on page 5 
for more information.

In early December, one of my board members, Shawn 
Ashbaugh, took the initiative to contact Ted Eubanks.  Ted is 
the founder of Fermata, Inc (check out their very interesting 
website at www.fermatainc.com), was president of Houston 
Audubon, and has served on the board of National Audubon.  
Ted agreed to meet with interested TAS board members to 
discuss conservation in Central Texas.  Many of us met with 
Ted and two of his employees, Carol and Sumita.  

For me, it was an eye-opening experience!  Ted gave us many 
good ideas to consider, but what intrigued me the most was the 
concept that we need to be externally focused, not internally 
focused.  By being externally focused, we expose more 
people to the joys of birds and birding, convert some of these 
people into birders and conservationists, and use the increased 
revenue (new memberships) and new volunteers to further our 
conservation initiatives.  To accomplish this, we can’t expect 
these potential birders to come to us.  We must go to them!  So, 
in the upcoming months, look for us to be out in the community 
more.  This could take the form of birding opportunities at 
locales frequented by non-birders, such as Town Lake hike 
and bike trail; newspaper articles; and more presentations to 
community groups such as neighborhood associations.  We’ll 
need your help, so stay tuned for more details!  And, don’t 
worry.  We’re not planning to cut back on our services to our 
existing members.  

Thank you Shawn for making the meeting with Ted happen, and 
thank you Ted, Carol, and Sumita for taking the time to educate 
us!

Each month, I try to keep my column short to leave more 
room for interesting articles, but I see this month I have failed 
miserably.  There’s so much exciting stuff going on, I have a 
hard time deciding what to leave out.  I’ll stop for now.  See you 
at the February meeting.  We can talk more then.

             President’s Letter - continued
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During December, the 
Sanctuary received just over 

one inch of moisture and, as a 
result, had a chance to dry out 
after the heavy November rains.  
We also had two cold fronts blow 
through this month that left us 
with killing freezes, split frost 
weed and frozen bird baths.  The 
coldest system hit the Sanctuary 
the week before Christmas and 
the temperature did not rise above 
freezing from December 22 until 
Christmas Day.  Our over-wintering juvenile male Rufous 
hummingbird took the cold in stride as we supplied him 
with ample amounts of fresh sugar water.  We also took 
precautions against frozen pipes during these cold snaps 
by dripping the outside faucets and turning on the heat in 
the pump and wellhead houses. 

Work on the Anderson Mill Road (AMR) extension is 
progressing at a glacial pace.  As of December, the 6/10 of 
a mile section of AMR immediately south of Lime Creek 
Road has received one layer of asphalt topping and new 
curbs and gutters, but the reroute of Lime Creek Road into 
Anderson Mill Road has not been completed.  Lime Creek 
Road from the Ranger Quarry to 1431 has received a new 
surface and a new traffi c signal light has been installed 
and activated at the intersection of 1431 and Lime Creek 
Road.  This means that westbound traffi c on 1431 that 
turns onto Lime Creek Road has a protected left-turn 
arrow from the turning lane and the new light protects 
traffi c turning left from Lime Creek Road towards 
Jonestown on 1431, as well. 

The evening of December 16th, 
Marcie and I attended the premier 
screening and release of the new 
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation 
Plan (BCCP) video at the Ladybird 
Johnson Wildfl ower Center.  The 
newly completed video titled “The 
Balcones Canyonlands Conservation 
Plan:  A Community Based Solution” 
focuses on the successes of the 
cooperative Community-based 
approaches created by the BCCP.  I 
understand, this video is currently 

being aired on Austin’s cable access channels and will 
be the subject of a program on the BCCP for the Travis 
Audubon Society’s General Membership some time in the 
New Year.

Sanctuary Committee Meeting Scheduled
The Sanctuary Committee’s fi rst meeting of the New 
Year is scheduled for February 8, 2005.  We will meet at 
the Baker Cabin, located at 12308 Lime Creek Road and 
begin the meeting at 6:30 PM with a potluck supper.

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House 
Date Set

Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker Sanctuary 
Open House scheduled for Saturday, March 19th from 9:00 
AM until noon.  Last year we had a great group of bird 
guides, support staff and traffi c controllers. This year, we 
will need at least ten bird guides, four individuals to greet 
visitors and four people to show our visitors where to 
park.  If you would like to help with our Open House this 
coming March, please contact us at 219-8425 or email me 
at jmwoso@earthlink.net.  

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Baker Sanctuary News

Thursday, February 17, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: The Great Texas Birding Classic

Presenter: Shelly Scroggs, Texas Parks & Wildlife

The Great Texas Birding Classic each year focuses international attention on the Texas Gulf Coast as millions of birds pass through on their 
way to summer habitat across central and eastern North America. The impact of the Birding Classic, the longest competitive birding event in 

the United States, is far-reaching because birds migrating through Texas spread out to the Central, Mississippi and Atlantic fl yways. The species 
include many neotropical migratory songbirds, which migrate long distances between South and Central America and North America. Birding 
Classic prize money has been used to buy more than 1,000 acres of intertidal coastal wetlands, expand bird sanctuaries, revegetate landscapes 
with native brush, repay loans used to buy habitat and fund long-term monitoring of high-priority migratory birds. Join us for all the details!

Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: LCRA Board Room 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock Building, the middle 
building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in garage. Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.
austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.

We will also be voting 
on proposed bylaws

Don’t forget our new 
meeting location!

Frostweed, photo credit: Marcie Wilcox



1 0     S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  February 2 0 0 5 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Full report available at the TAS Field Trips webpage (www.
travisaudubon.org/Field%20Trips/fi eld%20trips.htm).

Chair:   Charles Stephens
Members: Scott Haywood, Kathy McCormack, Stan VanSandt

The Birds
• Species details available for 32 of 40 fi eld trips coordinated 

in Jan – Dec 2004
• Maximum number of species observed:  142 in the Rio 

Grande Valley on Feb 27 – Mar 2
• Ft. Clark Springs on May 1 – 2 had 105 species
• Granger Lake on Nov 20 had 93 species

• Average number of species observed:  42
• Minimum number of species observed:  8 at Naturalists 

Field Day on Oct 2

The Birders
• Participant details available for 30 of 40 fi eld trips 

coordinated in Jan – Dec 2004
• Maximum number of participants:  23 at Balcones 

Canyonlands NWR on Jan 25
• Average number of participants:  9
• Minimum number of participants:  0 at St. Edward’s 

District Park on Jan 17 (snow)
• Trips with at least 10 participants:  16
• Trips with 5 or less participants:  15
• Average percentage of TAS participants:  64 %
• Participants learned about the fi eld trips in various ways:  

32 % via the webpage, 24 % via the paper newsletter, 43 % 
via other ways, 1 % via the monthly meeting

The Field Trip Co-leaders
Mark McClelland, Mark Bentley, Maggie Burnet, Sheridan 
Coffey (San Antonio Audubon Society), Russ Nelson, 
Jeremy Dertien, Anne Donovan, Gil Eckrich (Twin Lakes 

Audubon Society), Tim Fennell, John Duguid, Bryan Hale, 
Pat Dillon, Erik Huebner, Jean Martin, Bob Peterson, Diane 
Sherrill, George Kerr, Byron Stone, Rich Kostecke (Twin 
Lakes Audubon Society), Jean Nance, Bill Reiner (Fish & 
Wildlife Service), Terri Siegenthaler, Joan Webb (Wimberley 
Birding Society), Stu Wilson, Rachel Zierzow, John Kelly, 
Richard Kaskan, Ingrid Huskey, Georgia Harper, Cliff & Julie 
Shackelford, Susan Schaezler, Michael Behrens.

MANY THANKS to the fantastic folks who volunteered to Co-
Lead fi eld trips this year !

Field Trip Co-Leader Responsibilities
• Be knowledgeable about trip location – that is, know

• The trip routes
• Time it will likely take to cover them
• Any special terrain issues that need to be included in 

announcement
• Have a modest familiarity with the birds likely to be seen at 

the location
• Trip Co-Leaders do not have to be expert birders or 

know every bird that the group may encounter!
• With Field Trip Committee Coordinator, set date, meeting 

time, duration of trip, meeting location, and route
• Provide contact information for questions

• The Field Trip Committee Coordinator can be the 
contact, if desired

• With Field Trip Committee Coordinator, prepare 
announcement prior to newsletter deadline (fi rst of the 
month prior to the month of the fi eld trip)

Would you consider becoming a TAS Field Trip Co-Leader 
in 2005 ?

Conclusion
The Field Trip Committee exists to serve the TAS membership 
and be its ambassador to the public.  Please let us know if you 
have any suggestions related to fi eld trips so that we can serve 
you better !

2004 TAS Field Trip Committee 
Annual Report Summary

Would you be willing to co-lead a field trip at next May’s Lago Vista 
Songbird Festival, but don’t think that you know enough about the 

birds and other plants and animals in the Balcones Canyonlands National 
Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR) ?  Well, here’s the opportunity that you’ve been 
waiting for !  Over several months and at each meeting, we’ll spend about an 
hour reviewing species lists and field guides, then take a short break, and then 
spend one-to-two hours in the field to reinforce what we’ve learned.    Several 
guest instructors will discuss the following potential topics (but please note 
that this list is subject to change !):

• February – birds, amphibians, tips on how to co-lead field trips, 
review tentative list of  Festival field trip locations/schedules
• March – dragonflies, damselflies, flowers, birding by ear, match 
Festival field trips with co-leaders, preliminary Festival logistics 
(maps, keys/codes, radios, etc.)
• April – review all bird species likely to be present during the 
Festival, final Festival logistics, 

Snacks will be provided in the classroom.  Bring your own 
field guides if  you have them, but some will also be available 
to share.   This invitation is going out to the members of  the 
Travis Audubon Society, the Capital Area Master Naturalists 
(hours will count toward the advanced training requirement), 
the Highland Lakes Master Naturalists, the Highland Lakes 
Birding and Wildflower Society, the Williamson County Native 
Plant Society of  Texas (NPSoT), the Highland Lakes NPSoT, 
the Austin NPSoT, and the Friends of  Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Participants who co-lead a field trip 
at the Songbird Festival will receive free registration, dinner at 
the Festival Keynote Address, and one additional field trip at 
no charge (CAMN members will also earn approved volunteer 
hours).  Contact John Kelly (jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, 
(h) 331-8693), Jean Nance (jnance@texas.net, (h) 259-0299), 
or Kathy McCormack (vefl21@yahoo.com, (w) 698-9880) for 
meeting date/time information.  

      Training Series for Songbird Festival Field Trip Co-Leaders



T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  February 2 0 0 5 11

Saturday, February 5, 
7:30 - 11:30 AM

Sunday, February 6,
7:30am to noon

fi eld trip to Williamson County

Saturday, February 12,
7:00 am to 4:00 pm

Saturday, February 12,
fi eld trip

Saturday, February 19,
8:00 - 11:00 am

Saturday, February 19,
7:30 am to noon

Wednesday - Sunday,
February 23-27

trip to Rio Grande Valley

Saturday, February 26,
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Winter bird walk

 

Winter Field Trip to Barton Creek Habitat Preserve
Contact Maggie Burnett (mburnett@austin.rr.com, (h) 899-0390) for more information.

Granger Lake (Williamson County)
Registration required by Sunday, January 16th.  Folks can arrive at 9:00 AM at the Vanishing Texas River 
Led by Tim Fennell.  Registration required, trip maximum is 15.  Target birds include Mountain Plover, 
Sprague’s Pipit, up to three species of longspurs, and up to a dozen species of sparrows including Harris’s 
and LeConte’s.  While excellent views of Sprague’s Pipits and longspurs on the ground can sometimes 
be obtained, most views of these species in the Granger area consist of calling birds in fl ight.  Bring 
snack/water.  Contact Kathy McCormack (vefl 21@yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) to register or for more 
information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 
Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Attwatter’s Prairie Chickens. See the extremely rare Attwater Prairie Chickens perform their 
breeding display.  We’ll need to meet at the Nature Conservancy’s Texas City Preserve by 5:45 
am CST and must remain there until the birds leave the lek (could be until late morning).  In 
order to be there on time, we recommend that participants arrange lodging in nearby Texas City 
at the La Quinta or Day’s Inn hotel, or be prepared to make the long drive that morning (4.5 
hours from Austin) leaving plenty of time for meeting up with other participants at the preserve 
HQ at the appointed time.  Trip will be limited to 10 participants who should contact Scott 
Haywood by phone at (512) 804-0819, or via email to scotthaywood.com, to reserve a space as 
early as possible.  Participants, once identifi ed, can arrange to carpool; additionally, there are 
other birding opportunities available in the area so participants may arrange to extend this trip 
as they desire.

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend 
Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Rio Grande Valley
Registration required.  Several co-leaders will lead a late winter birding trip to the Rio Grande 
Valley’s state parks and preserves along the river, the coast, and inland sites.  Participants 
will need to arrange their own transportation to and from the Valley, hotels, and ground 
transportation for the four nights that we are there.  However, the co-leaders will provide the 
itinerary and recommended fl ights, hotels, and rental cars and help coordinate the carpooling.  
Birders may join us for the entire trip or come and go as desired.  Contact Stan VanSandt 
(sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-7438) to register or for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at Riata Pond/Yett Creek Park
Two co-leaders needed. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-
9453) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information. 

TAS Events - Feb 2005
    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org

About TAS Field Trips  All TAS fi eld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro priate 
clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, fi eld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gaso-
line expense. For complete, up-to-date information on fi eld trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field 
Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the pub lication schedule of the newsletter, things 
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.

About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.
edu/hornsby.
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Other events & news........

TAS Nominating Committee

With the anticipated passage of the proposed bylaws, a 
transition period will occur in which the board of 16 will 

become a board of 12.  State law prohibits shortening a board 
member’s term by decreasing the size of the board, so it could 
take several months, possibly a year, to actually get the size 
down to 12.  As a result, there will likely be no need for the 
Nominating Committee to develop a list of board nominees 
for our March annual meeting.  We will still have our annual 
meeting in March, but there probably won’t be an election.

In the recent past, the Nominating Committee met a few months 
before the election, interviewed potential board members, and 
nominated persons for board positions for the annual election.  
After this process was over, the committee disbanded until the 
process commenced again the following year.  
During our Board Roles and Responsibilities training with 

Sandy Duncan of The Nonprofi t Center, Sandy recommended 
a way to improve this process by expanding the role of the 
Nominating Committee.  Based on his recommendations, 
the committee will now meet on a regular basis year-round; 
will assist the board in defi ning board member qualifi cations, 
expectations, and duties; will survey the board to determine the 
skill sets needed; will solicit potential board members based on 
the identifi ed needs; and will maintain a list of potential board 
members at all times.  So, the committee will have people to 
nominate for the annual election as well as recommendations 
when the board needs to fi ll an unexpired term.  Having the 
committee function in this way will assure that quality people 
with the skills needed by TAS are elected to the board.  This in 
turn will lead to a more effective board and society.

Shelia Hargis

The 5th Annual Brownsville International Birding Festival, scheduled for February 17 thru the 20th, 
off ers Birders and other nature lovers a complete program of fi eld trips, seminars and other fun events that will explore 
the bio-diversity of South Texas and Northern Mexico . The Brownsville International Birding Festival is your introduction 
to the wonderful semi-tropical paradise that is the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  The schedule is planned so that you will 
have a chance to enjoy our famous border hospitality during the festival, travel to El Cielo Nature Festival in southern 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, February 20-23, 2005, and return to “fi esta” in Brownsville during our traditional 67th Annual Charro 
Days Celebration of two cultures February 23-27, 2005.  Please go to our website – www.brownsville.org – for more details.

A highlight of the festival will be the beautiful and unique 557 acre natural native Palm Forest – The Sabal Palm Audubon 
Sanctuary. The Sabal Palm Audubon Sanctuary is located Southeast of Brownsville and on the banks of the Rio Grande 
River. It is home to many native species of birds, plants and animals. The sanctuary a� racts migrating Warblers and Green 
Jays, Chachalacas, Olive Sparrows, Long-Billed Thrashers & Buff -Bellied Hummingbirds whom are looking for a li� le 
nourishment. In fact, an incredible 500 species of rare and colorful birds live, breed and migrate through this region at the 
southern tip of Texas, making the Brownsville International Birding Festival one of the best in the world. In Palm forests 
bordering the Rio Grande River, along peaceful shores and pristine dunes of the Laguna Madre and Gulf of Mexico, and 
even on a palm-fringed resaca in the city’s heart, enthusiasts can fi nd more birds in one place than almost anywhere else in 
the country.

If your idea of a great Birding vacation includes adding birds to your list, year-round, semi-tropical, balmy weather, visiting 
Mexico and friendliest people anywhere -- you’re going to love Brownsville!

650 FM 802, Brownsville, TX 78520
(P) 956-546-3721/800-626-2639

brownsvilleinfo@brownsville.org
www.brownsville.org

Holiday Festivities
We had a great turn out for our old fashioned Christmas 

celebration at Mayfi eld Park with approximately 100 
folks attending the annual Christmas 
party held on December 11th, 
including Congressman Lloyd 
Doggett.  The RSVPs continued 
until the day of the party and no 
one was turned away.  Several folks 
helped put the party together, plus 
we had lots of help cleaning up and 

I want to extend a big 
“Thank You” to all who 
helped.   I hope everyone 
that attended had a good 
time, enjoyed themselves, 
got to visit with old 
friends and share the good 
food and beverages that 
were provided.   

Marcie Wilcox
Congressman Doggett and friends, 

photo credits: Marcie Wilcox
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Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058

Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, in March 2005 we’ll meet on March 31, contact: Ethel 
Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August. 

Ongoing TAS Meetings

Whooping Crane Trip: Rockport-Fulton
Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Join us for a day of coastal birding in beautiful Rockport, Texas during the peak of Whooping Crane season. The day will begin 
with an optional early morning birding trip to Cape Valero to observe the many species of ducks, waders and shorebirds, followed 

by a talk about the Audubon Texas Coastal Program and “History of the Whooping Crane” given by Audubon Texas Important Bird 
Areas Coordinator, Ned Wright. Lunch will be provided during the presentation at the Lighthouse Inn.  Participants will then meet 
at the dock in Rockport-Fulton for an afternoon of boating aboard the shallow draft “Skimmer” which allows us to access the best 
sites in the area for viewing Whooping Cranes, including Audubon-managed Ayres Island sanctuary. Our tour will fi nish by 5pm, and 
participants will be on their own for dinner and relaxation that evening, or to get an early start home. 

2005 tour price: $150 per person.  Tour limited to 25 participants.  Price includes light breakfast during the morning fi eld trip, lunch, 
boat admission, and an Audubon Texas guide. To make your reservation or for more information, please contact Lk Lofl in at Audubon 
Texas, 512-306-0225 extension 15 or llofl in@audubon.org.  

Come join us for a Non-native plant removal and trail maintenance work day 
Where:  Bright Leaf State Natural Area.  The park encompasses 216 acres and has 
about 4 miles of trails. 
When:  Saturday February 12th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.  
Food:  Sandwiches will be provided at 1:00 pm.  Water and snacks will be provided 
throughout the day.
Sponsored by:  Friends of Bright Leaf State Natural Area
Other participants:  The Central Texas Trail Tamers will be on hand with their exper-
tise and specialized tools to lead us in trail maintenance.  Jeff Hershey, the Park man-
ager, will explain what we need to do related to non-native plant removal.  
Notes:  Wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes.  No special training is required beyond 
what will be given that morning when we gather in the parking lot.   
What to bring (if you have them):  water bottle, shovels, loppers, tree saws.
Directions:  Take RR2222 west from Mopac. Go one block west of the traffi c light at Mesa. Go left (south) onto Creek 
Mountain. When it dead-ends in two short blocks, turn right onto Old Bull Creek. The parking lot is on the left.
Contact: Beck Runte at rmrunte@yahoo.com, 512-894-0182 home or 512-922-6242 cell if you have any questions.

...................
Chimney Swift Tower Workshop

Paul and Georgean Kyle will hold a workshop on building and 
maintaining habitat for Chimney Swifts on Sunday, February 27, 
from 1-4 pm.  Participants will help with the construction of a 12’ 
tall tower “kit” to be installed at a later date.  After the project is 
completed, Paul and Georgean will lead the class on a walking tour 
of their Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary.  There are 15 Chimney 
Swift towers located on the property that demonstrate a variety of 
designs and materials.  The tour will be followed by refreshments 
and video clips of previous Chimney Swift nesting seasons as 
taped inside the 22’ tall “observation towers.”

Chimney Swift Towers make great Eagle Scout projects, so 
Scout Masters, Eagle candidates and their parents may fi nd this 
workshop particularly useful. Registration is limited to 10 builders 
(16 years of age and older).  The cost of this workshop is $25 
for TAS members and $35 for non-members.  The fee includes 
a 20 page set of plans for building a tower like the one to be 
constructed at the workshop and other educational materials. 

For more information or to sign up, contact Anne Donovan 
<ajdonovan@austin.rr.com> or call her at 472-3030 or 
contact Barbara Anderson <bsfanderson@earthlink.net> or 
call her at 346-6584.

photo credit: 

Georgean Kyle

photo credit: Beck Runte
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Education Committee News - Classes

Membership Committee News

TA S Committee
N E W S

The Education Committee is planning several exciting new 
(and old) classes and workshops from February through 

June. Check the TAS web site periodically for the details of any 
class of interest to you. Information will also be published in 
future issues of Signal Smoke.  The time periods are tentative 
for all of them.

Habitat Restoration Workshop: “Every Square Foot Matters” 
– April (Paul and Georgean Kyle)

Butterfl y Identifi cation – May

Grass Identifi cation – May

Odonate Identifi cation (Dragonfl ies, Damselfl ies) - June 

Beginning Birding Class
The Beginning Birding Class is designed to provide new birders 
with the techniques and skills to help them identify unfamiliar 
birds. Lecture/slide presentations will be held on Wednesday 
evenings, Feb. 23, Mar. 9, Mar. 30, and April 6, from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. in a meeting room at First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa 
Drive, in northwest Austin. Field trips will be on Saturdays 
following each class—Feb. 26, Mar. 12, Apr. 2, Apr. 9. Trips 
will usually begin at 7 a.m. and end between noon and 2 p.m. 
Because fi eld trips provide the opportunity to put into practice 
the skills taught in the classroom, we strongly encourage 
registrants to make a commitment to attend the fi eld trips as 
well as the lectures.

Class members will receive a beginning birding booklet, plus 

many other handouts. Topics will include tips for identifying 
any unfamiliar bird, buying and using binoculars, and using 
birding resources. The class will be taught by Education 
Committee chair Jean Martin, who has been a birder for more 
than 16 years and has taught this class twice a year for the past 
5 years. The class fee is $45, and the class size will be limited 
to 12 people. This class fi lls quickly. To register, contact Jean 
Martin <jeanmartin@austin.rr.com> or 343-7053.

Warbler Identifi cation Class
It isn’t too early to begin thinking about the spring migration 
of warblers through Texas, so if you don’t feel you can identify 
them all, you should enroll in our Warbler Identifi cation Class.  
The instructor will again be Cliff Shackelford, ornithologist 
with Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., who has taught the class 
every spring for the past 7 years.  This very popular class will 
focus on the warbler species likely to be seen in Texas, but other 
species will be included as time allows.

Lectures will take place Tuesday, April 5, Thursday, April 7, and 
Tuesday, April 12 from 7-9pm at the Center for Environmental 
Research auditorium at Hornsby Bend.  The fi eld trip will be 
Saturday and Sunday, April 16-17, at High Island on the Upper 
Texas Coast.  Tuition is $60 for TAS members and $70 for non-
members.  Class members who participate in the fi eld trip to 
the Upper Texas Coast will pay an additional $15 to cover the 
expenses of the instructor.  To register, contact Lisa Meacham at 
her work e-mail address (week days) <lmeacham@brorby.com> 
or call her weekends or evenings at 331-0988. The class is 
limited to 12 participants, so register early for this popular class. 

Jean Martin

Shirley and I were watching an American Robin feasting 
in our yard yesterday, and it occurred to me to share the 

picture of a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker that I took earlier this 
month ( December).  The bird had fl own into our windows and 
was stunned for a minute or so, allowing me to get the camera 
and do my thing.  Fortunately she recovered after Shirley 
blew on her for a while, and 
fl ew off into the Pecan tree.  It 
would be interesting to hear how 
folks who read this deal with 
the window problem.  We have 
some friends in England who 
have pasted silhouettes of birds 
in fl ight on their windows, and 
they claim it has signifi cantly 
reduced the problem.  If you have 
ways of preventing unnecessary 

collisions with man-made objects, please let us hear them, 
and we’ll publish the best in this magazine.  Email me at 
ckdoggett@mindspring.com.

As I write this on the fi rst of yet another new year, we’d like 
to thank all of you who have joined us, or renewed your 
subscriptions, as Chapter Members during 2004.  We now 

have nearly 400 folks who have joined as Chapter 
Members, and this helps greatly with covering 
the cost of our monthly magazine, and our other 
conservation, and educational activities.  If there 
are National members reading this who are able 
to join us as Chapter Members, we’d really love 
to have you – there’s an application form on the 
website at www.travisaudubon.org, or on the back 
page of this newsletter.

Chris Doggett
photo credit: Chris Doggett
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TTravis Audubon Society depends on the 
generous donation of time and effort from our 
volunteers to accomplish our mission.  No 

matter how much time you have available to donate, 
we would love your help.  Below are a variety of 
volunteer opportunities. You will notice that we have 
a lot of repeat postings each month, this is where we 
need you the most.  Find something that interests you 
and get involved! You can help as little or much as 
you want.  Not only will you make a contribution to 
the society, you’ll also meet some great new friends 
and birding buddies. Check our website for updates.  
If by chance you don’t see anything that interests 
you on the list, contact our Volunteer Opportunities 
coordinator, Rob Bates, at robertkbates@hotmail.
com or 528-9317 to discuss specifi c interests and 
talents that you’d like to put to work for TAS.  
Thank you!

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House Date Set
Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker 
Sanctuary Open House scheduled for Saturday, 
March 19th from 9:00 AM until noon.  Last year 
we had a great group of bird guides, support staff 
and traffi c controllers. This year, we will need 
at least ten bird guides, four individuals to greet 
visitors and four people to show our visitors 
where to park.  If you would like to help with our 
Open House this coming March, please contact us 
at 219-8425 or email me at jmwoso@earthlink.
net.  

         Birders to Survey Private Land: 
Occasionally we get requests from 
individuals for a birder or birders to visit their 
property and survey the birds.  If interested, 
contact myself, Rob Bates at 528-9317 or 
robertkbates@hotmail.com.  I’ll maintain a 
list of volunteers for future requests.

Webmaster: maintain & improve our 
website.  Contact Chris Doggett at 
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-
5500.

Membership Committee Members:  
help maintain & increase our 
membership.  Contact Chris Doggett at 
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-
5500.

Adult Education Committee Members: help 
coordinate adult educational opportunities.  
Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.
rr.com or 343-7053.

Youth Education Committee Members: help 
coordinate youth educational opportunities, 
assist with our fall youth camp.  Contact Julia 
Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.
com  or 926-7312.

Field Trip Committee Members: help 
coordinate fi eld trips.  Contact Charles 
Stephens at charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 
328-9453.

Field Trip Leaders: lead a fi eld trip to your 
favorite birding location.  Contact Charles 
Stephens at charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 
328-9453.

Lago Vista Songbird Festival Committee 
Members: coordinate fi eld trips for 
the spring festival (work closely with 
Friends of Balcones Canyonland National 
Wildlife Refuge).  Contact Shelia Hargis at 
shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

Sales Committee would like an assistant to 
help with sales and interested parties should 
contact MarcieWilcox via email at marcy.
wilcox@earthlink.net or by phone  -  512-
219-8425

Property & Finance Committee Member 
someone that is interested in the basic            
fi nancial running of the society can contact 
Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right, 
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local con-
servation, education, and research projects. You may also join 
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will 
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter member ship, and receive the 
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues go-
ing to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the 
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through 
the mail), priority sign-up on local fi eld trips, and educational 
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and pro-
grams.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, 
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon Soci-
ety membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audu-
bon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

 � $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
 � $20 Individual Membership
 � $30 Family Membership
 � $60 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
 � $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
 � $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and 

free workshop)
 � $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size _________________  
 � This is a gift membership from  _________________________

 � I would like to save TAS money and natural resources. 
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter 
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy. 

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Email  ______________________________________________________

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


