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New Year’s Resolutions 
for Birders

Reprinted in part from Audubon Magazine, September-October 2004. The complete 
report is available at http://www.audubon.org/bird/stateofthebirds/

What You Can Do

Here are 12 ways everyone can help to keep common birds common and reverse 
the decline of globally threatened species. Start small, but think BIG.

1. Make your yard a haven for birds by creating a pesticide-free habitat of native 
plants, providing supplemental food and water, and putting out birdhouses to 
encourage nesting. Also, keep cats indoors and add decals—such as dots or bird 
silhouettes—to clear-glass windows. The Audubon At Home website has more handy 
tips. 

2. Go birdwatching and share your enthusiasm by inviting others to join you. 
Wherever you go, be sure to remind the businesses you patronize and the people you 
meet in the community that you’re there because they’ve preserved important avian 
habitat. For an example of a birding “calling card,” visit the Florida Birding Trail web 
site. Look for other opportunities at www.audubon.org. 

3. Make sure your purchases help bird populations, not hurt them. For instance, 
Audubon’s shade-grown coffee creates important winter habitat for migratory 
songbirds, organic produce is grown without agricultural chemicals that kill benefi cial 
insects and pollute the environment, and nontoxic cleaning products keep harmful 
chemicals out of watersheds.
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TAS Regular Monthly Meeting

 Thursday, January 20, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time

Program: Bringing back Whoopers - 
Psychology, Innovation & Science

Speaker: Lee Ann Linam, Texas Parks & Wildlife

Highland Park Baptist Church
5206 Balcones Drive, Austin TX (see page 9 for details)



2     S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  January 2 0 0 5 T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y

Subscription Information
Signal Smoke, published 11 months of the 
year by Travis Audubon Society, is a TAS 
mem   ber ship bene fi t. To join TAS, see the 
back page of this newsletter. For address 
or subscription changes, no   t ify Shirley 
Doggett (TAS Mem ber ship Secretary), 
P.O. Box 422,Thrall, TX 76578-0422; 
membership@travisaudubon.org; 512-898-
5500. The post offi ce will not forward Signal 
Smoke.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the fi rst day of 
the pre ced ing month (for example, September 
1 for the October issue). Sub mit uncopyright-
ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, and art to Tess 
Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com; or mail 
to 210 E. Walnut Dr. Austin, TX 78753. Sub-
mis sions by e  mail or on a fl oppy are pre ferred 
but not re quired. Call Tess at 293-1880 if you 
have questions.

Email addresses are available at <www.travisaudubon.org> under “About Us.”
TAS Rare Bird Alert Isaac Sanchez 263-2767

  Alert number 926-8751
Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344

  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
Conservation John Kelly 331-8693

Education—Adult Jean Martin 343-7053
 Education—Youth Julia Balinsky 926-7312 
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Membership Chris Doggett 512-898-5500
Membership Secretary Shirley Doggett 512-898-5500
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Property and Finance Pat Dillon 347-0452

Publications Tess Sherman 293-1880
Publicity Barbara Anderson 346-6584 

Sales Marcie Wilcox 219-8425
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Urban Habitat Development Jane Tillman 794-0058
 Volunteer Opportunities Rob Bates 528-9317
 Webmaster Chris Doggett 512-898-5500
   

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and 

preservation of birds, wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

Materials are copyrighted by their authors. For permission to reproduce
for nonprofi t purposes, please contact TAS.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT
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Continued on page 5

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a happy holiday season, i.e., saw lots 
of great birds on your Christmas Bird Counts, ate lots of good food, and had a 

good time with friends and family.  

In my December column, I talked about our volunteer program and listed numerous 
people who are actively helping us pursue our mission.  I have two more people 
to add to the list!  Terry Banks is coordinating our Nature Book Club that will be 
starting up this month.  Look for more information on page 3.  Susan Moak has 
volunteered to provide refreshments at our monthly meetings.  Thank you Terry and 
Susan!

2005 marks the 100-year anniversary of the National Audubon Society.  The 
November-December issue of Audubon magazine was their Special Centennial 
Issue and had very good articles outlining the history of the organization and of 
conservation in general.  I especially liked the “Hats Off to Audubon” article.  The 
next time you admire a Great Egret or Snowy Egret, you can thank those high-
society women who shut down the plume trade!  The “We’re Winning” article 
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4. Participate in citizen-science projects, like the Christmas 
Bird Count and the Great Backyard Bird Count, which further 
our knowledge of avian populations. Audubon chapters, nature 
centers, and state offi ces are a valuable resource to help get you 
started; contact information for them is located here.

5. Adopt a local Important Bird Area, a site designated as 
essential habitat for one or more bird species. Participate in bird 
counts there, help with maintenance and restoration efforts, and 
educate your neighbors about its value. You can also nominate 
a new site to your state IBA coordinator; contact information 
for your state’s coordinator can be found online at http://www.
audubon.org/bird/stateofthebirds/.

6. Protect wildlife habitat and Important Bird Areas by 
advocating more funding for the Land and Water Conservation 
Act, which allocates money to expand and protect national 
parks, forests, and wildlife refuges, besides offering matching 
grants for state and community open-space projects; the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act, which gives matching 
grants for projects that benefi t wetlands-associated birds in the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico; and the National Wildlife 
Refuge System, 95 million acres of land and water managed by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for habitat and recreation. 

7. Help state wildlife agencies save “at-risk” bird species before 
they become endangered, by asking Congress to increase 
funding for the State Wildlife Grants Program. These grants 
enable state agencies to implement on-the-ground conservation 
with public and private landowners, avoiding the cost and 
controversy of last-ditch recovery efforts. Each state is currently 
writing a wildlife conservation strategy, but additional funding 
will be required to carry them all out. 

8. Speak out for long-distance migrants, many of which nest in 
Canada in summer, and fl y south to Mexico, Central and South 
America, or the Caribbean for the winter. The Neotropical 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act provides matching grants 
for projects that conserve Neotropical species through habitat 
protection, education, research, and monitoring. This important 
piece of legislation should be fully funded at the $5 million 
level currently authorized by Congress, and the authorized 
amount should be increased as well. Projects in the United 
States and Latin America are now eligible for grants; Canadian 
projects should also be included. 

9. Fight back against invasive species, which threaten more than 
one-third of the birds on the Audubon WatchList. Invasives are 
the chief menace in national wildlife refuges and Important Bird 
Areas, as well as in the privately owned landscapes that connect 

continued from front page

URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

these habitats. Two bills pending in the current Congress would 
help combat them: The Species Protection and Conservation of 
the Environment Act earmarks grant money to states to control 
invasives where they pose a signifi cant risk to native birds and 
wildlife; and the National Aquatic Invasive Species Act prevents 
and controls introductions of aquatic invasive species.

10. Defend the Endangered Species Act. If passed, recently 
introduced bills would cripple the designation of “critical 
habitat” required for a species’ recovery and throw up 
roadblocks to the listing of species. The Bush administration 
has also proposed excluding wildlife experts from the process of 
determining if pesticides harm endangered species. 

11. The report shows that grassland and shrubland birds need 
to be a higher priority for conservation. Thus, public and 
private lands that support grassland and shrubland birds should 
receive special attention for conservation action in agricultural 
conservation programs and the Farm Bill.

12. Bird conservation is being thrown a curve through global 
warming that affects the location and persistence of appropriate 
bird habitat. Action to begin the long-term process of addressing 
climate change must begin and The McCain-Lieberman 
“Climate Stewardship Act,” is a start.

Jane Tillman’s Urban Habitat Development column will return next month

And one more resolution - Join us at the fi rst meeting of the 
TAS Nature Book Club!

Starting Thursday, January 27, 2005 at 7:00 pm, Travis 
Audubon Society will host a Nature Book Group.  The 

group will meet the last Thursday of each month at the 
Book People café on 6th and Lamar. The fi rst book we will 
read and discuss is John James Audubon, The Making of 
an American by Richard Rhodes.  This is one of the new 
biographies about John James Audubon, 
and there is a review of the book on 
page 94 of the November-December 
2004 Audubon magazine.  Please feel 
free to join us on this night, and bring 
suggestions for other nature books that 
the group could read.  If you have any 
questions, call Terry Banks @451-6302 
or e-mail me at tessiembanks@msn.
com.  Hope to see you there! 
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

On a cold, cloudy January afternoon, the open prairie seems 
lifeless.  To the human eye, there is at fi rst no discernible 

movement, except for the dry grasses rustling in the brisk north 
wind.

Yet there, low over the grass, fl ies a long-winged hawk.  The 
way it skims back and forth, it sometimes resembles a huge, 
lumbering swallow.  Or, teetering unsteadily from side to side, 
the tips of its wings held higher than its body, it may look like 
a pale Turkey Vulture struggling to leave the ground.  It hovers 
momentarily in mid-air, kiting into the wind, then drops to the 
ground.  The prairie is not so lifeless after all, and an unlucky 
rodent has just become a meal for a Northern Harrier.

Harriers, of which the Northern Harrier is the only North 
American representative, are long-winged, long-tailed, long-
legged hawks of open country.  They are unusual among the 
hawks for having somewhat fl attened faces, and facial discs like 
those of the owls.

Northern Harriers hunt grasslands and marshlands across the 
northern hemisphere.  In North America their 
preference for nesting in wet meadows once earned 
them the name Marsh Hawk.  The species is called 
Hen Harrier in England, where the birds often 
occupy drier upland sites as a result of competition 
with two other harrier species.  When they come to 
central Texas in the winter, Northern Harriers search 
for prey in both wet and dry grasslands.

The fl ight style of Northern Harriers seems to be 
what human observers notice most about them.  
William A. Quayle in The Prairie and the Sea apparently 
thought it erratic:  “[Harrier] fl ight has the notionateness of 
prairie winds, and the sudden detour as a change of mind, a leap 
straight on, and then a notionate, abrupt change in direction as 
if he had just bought wings and were trying what sort of wings 
they were.”  Henry David Thoreau was more impressed:  “I look 
up and see a male marsh hawk with his clean-cut wings, that has 
just skimmed past above my head,-- not at all disturbed, only 
tilting his body a little, now twenty rods off, with demi-semi-
quaver of his wings.  He is a very neat fl yer.”

If its shape and behavior don’t immediately identify a harrier, 
the fl ash of a small white patch above its tail will.  Both sexes 
of all ages wear the white patch on the upper tail coverts 
(sometimes called the rump, which is actually a little higher 
up the back).  Otherwise, adult males and females have quite 
different plumages, a phenomenon called sexual dichromatism, 
which, though common among passerine birds, is rare among 
our hawks.

The males (which tend to winter farther north and so are less 
common here) are ghostly gray with a white belly and black 
wingtips.  The females are brown above, with extensive brown 
streaking on whitish breast and belly.  First-year birds resemble 
adult females, but have cinnamon to buffy underparts, with 
much less streaking that is confi ned to the fl anks and upper 
breast.  Like other hawks, the males are noticeably smaller than 
the females.

Mice are so important to the Northern Harrier’s diet that one 
researcher, Frances Hamerstrom, has called it “the hawk that 
is ruled by a mouse.”  Her studies on their breeding grounds 
showed that harriers feed primarily upon voles of the Microtus 
genus, but other studies have concluded that they are much more 
opportunistic, shifting to fl edgling birds when those are plentiful.  
Given that voles are scarce in central Texas, the harriers that 
winter here must rely upon other prey.  Cotton Rats, maybe?  
There are certainly plenty of those in the harriers’ habitat 
hereabouts.

Several other predators – such as Gray Foxes, Western 
Diamondback Rattlesnakes, and Red-tailed Hawks – prey 
on rodents, too.  All of these predators may be hunting the 
same fi eld at the same time, which could present a problem of 
competition.  Fortunately (for the predators, not for the rats), 
they have evolved different hunting abilities.  Foxes have a keen 
sense of smell.  Rattlesnakes can detect the body heat of their 
prey.  The hawks have acute eyesight, and the ability to fl y.

The two hawks have evolved different hunting strategies.  
Red-tailed Hawks like to watch from on high – either 
soaring beyond a rodent’s visual range or sitting still in 
a tall tree (or on a utility pole).  Harriers take the low 
road, barely clearing the tops of grasses as they course 
back and forth over their hunting grounds.  In a way, 
they fl y under a mouse’s fi eld of view; by the time a 
mouse sees a harrier coming there’s too little time to get 
away.  Harriers are also adept at using obstacles as cover 
– sweeping quickly around a grove of trees or cutting 
crosswise over a grassy ditch – to catch their prey by 
surprise.

The harriers’ facial structure also helps their hunting.  The owl-
like facial disk funnels sound to the ears, enhancing a harrier’s 
hearing, so a harrier can hunt by sound, like the owls, as well 
as by sight, like other hawks.  In fact, a Northern Harrier can 
capture prey by sound alone from a distance of 3 to 4 meters 
– which is another reason for fl ying so low.  A scurrying mouse 
hidden from the Red-tailed Hawk’s keen eyes can thus be 
detected by the Northern Harrier’s hearing.

The Northern Harrier’s “notionate” fl ight style is part of a 
successful hunting strategy, though it may look indecisive to us.  
Then again, sometimes they show us just what mastery of fl ight 
means:

“Suddenly, over the slope, as if tethered to a cord of air drawing 
quickly upward, came a northern harrier, motionless but for its 
rising.  So still was the bird – wings, tail, head – it might have 
been a museum specimen.  Then, as if atop the wind, it slid 
down the ridge, tilted a few times, veered, tacked up the hill, its 
wings hardly shifting.  I thought, if I could be that hawk for one 
hour I’d never again be just a man.” (William Least Heat Moon, 
PrairyErth)
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THE DAN CALLAWAYDAN CALLAWAY  
      R E P O R TR E P O R T

Birding to Pedernales Falls --- 11/24/04
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Betty Foster, Norma Hart and 
daughter, Carol, Catfi sh Kelly and Dan Callaway

Starting from Bee Cave and heading West on 71, we turned 
left on Hamilton Pool Rd. After 4 miles we turned left onto 

Crumley Ranch Rd.  Our fi rst stop was a private ranch where 
we had an American Kestrel, E. Phoebe, E. Bluebirds and a 
fl ock of American Goldfi nches. There was a strong North wind 
all day which made it less than ideal for birding.  We also had 
to turn around at 3 low-water crossings due to high water. Our 
fi rst was at Barton Creek South of Fitzhugh. After a snack-
stop in Dripping Springs, we headed West on 290, then North 
on Bell Springs Rd where we met the high water over Barton 
Creek again. At that point we decided to go to the bird blind at 
Pedernales Falls State Park so we continued West on 290. 

The bird blind proved to be a successful venture with 21 
species, including Common Ground-Dove, a pair of Ladder-
backed Woodpeckers at the suet feeder, American Robin, Cedar 
Waxwing, Orange-crowned Warbler, Spotted Towhee, Song, 

Lincoln’s, White-throated, and Field Sparrows, lots of House 
Finches, a Pine Siskin, and the usual chickadees, titmice, 
wrens and cardinals.  This bird blind/feeding station is a “must-
see” for birders of all levels and would especially be great 
for beginners. Along the trail to the falls, we pulled a Hermit 
Thrush out of the junipers with the owl call. A fl ock of Chipping 
Sparrows were observed in the picnic area.

About 3 miles East on Fitzhugh Rd, we hit our 3rd turn-around 
at FlatCreek. Backtracking to 290, we turned left on McGregor 
Lane, and continued East on Fitzhugh. At South Oak Forest 
Dr, we headed North, then right on Bell Springs. The ponds 
on either side of the road revealed Lesser Scaups and a few 
American Coots. Two Western Scrub-Jays were perched on 
the high wire on our return to Bee Cave. An attempt was made 
to go below Mansfi eld Dam since the fl ood gates were closed, 
however, the road was barracaded.

Total species:  42  (20 by 9am, and 34 by 1pm)

Best bird:  Pine Siskin (we all had good close looks) 

that looked back over the past few decades and highlighted 
the progress that we’re making in environmental protection 
was very comforting to me in light of current election results.  
And, the “Where It All Began” article, a story of John James 
Audubon, dovetails nicely with our fi rst book club selection.  
So, if you didn’t get a chance to read the magazine, fi nd a copy 
and check it out.  Then, join us as we celebrate 100 years of 
conservation.  We’ll offi cially begin publishing our fi rst “theme” 
issues of Signal Smoke in 2005.  Our fi rst will focus on the 
history of birding and conservation from the Travis Audubon 
perspective.

While I’m focused on conservation, I encourage you to read 
the “State of the Birds” report available on National Audubon’s 
website at www.audubon.org.  It is a comprehensive report 
that has the potential to help us in our mission to protect birds 
and their habitats.  A list of actions you can take to help keep 
common birds common and to reverse the decline of globally 
threatened species headlines this issue’s front page.

As you’ll see from the Bylaws article on page 6, the Bylaws 
Committee has fi nished a major portion of their work.  I want 
to publicly thank Pat Dillon, John Kelly, and Bill Reiner for 
their hard work on this project.  I’m pretty sure they didn’t 
realize what they were committing to when they agreed to be 
on the Bylaws Committee, but they hung in there!  And, they 
were very patient with me when I was sure that MY view of 
an issue was THE right view.  I’m proud of the document 

that we produced.  Take a look at it and the accompanying 
documentation, and let us know what you think.  

At the November board meeting, we discussed the possibility 
of hiring a full-time employee.  The board tasked the Executive 
Committee with defi ning the duties of this position, and based 
on the duties, determining the appropriate title for the position.  
The Executive Committee, with help from Theresa Bayoud and 
Terry Austin, has started working on this.  Look for progress 
reports in upcoming issues.

See you at the January meeting, in a class, on a fi eld trip, at a 
Bylaws discussion meeting, and/or at the book club meeting.  
                                                                    Shelia Hargis

  President’s Letter - continued
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Have you visited our website to read the proposed bylaws?  
If so, thank you! If not, I encourage you to visit our 

website, read all of the available information, and send us your 
feedback.  

You’ll fi nd the following on our website:  the reasons for 
changing the bylaws, information about The Nonprofi t Center 
(we consulted them), the process that the Bylaws Committee 
underwent, the process from here (repeated below), some 
general guidelines that we followed, an explanation document 
that explains the changes, additions, and deletions between 
the current bylaws and the proposed bylaws (in printable PDF 
format), the current bylaws (in printable PDF format), and the 
proposed bylaws (in printable PDF format).

The process from now until we vote on the proposed 
changes:  The Bylaws Committee welcomes comments 
and suggestions from members through January 20.  The 
committee needs positive feedback as well as feedback on 
areas of concern!  Feedback can be in the form of:an email to 
Bill Reiner at spizella@sbcglobal.net, , a letter to the Bylaws 
Committee (mail to PO Box 40787, Austin, Tx 78704), a phone 
call to Bill at 445-0565, or attendance at any of three (3) bylaws 
meetings.  Members of the Bylaws Committee will meet with 

BNWR News
For Immediate Release: November 20, 2004 
Contact: Kevin Schweers (202)224-9767

Congress Approves $900,000 for Balcones National Wildlife Refuge Expansion.

WASHINGTON - Congressional negotiators have approved $900,000 for land acquisition to expand the Balcones National 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) at the request of Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison, a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
The funding was added to the fi scal year (FY) 2005 Department of the Interior Appropriations bill and is expected to pass both 
the House of Representatives and Senate this weekend before being sent to the president to be signed into law.

These resources will expand the Balcones NWR by 1,300 acres. The primary purpose 
of the refuge is to conserve the nesting habitat of the endangered golden-cheeked 
warbler, a bird exclusive to the area, and the black-capped vireo. “The Balcones 
Refuge is a beautiful natural reserve, providing a place where rare wildlife can 
fl ourish. I am pleased this funding will help expand a beloved part of the Texas Hill 
Country,” Sen. Hutchison said.

Balcones National Wildlife Refuge, photo credits: Bill Reiner

interested members to answer any questions or discuss any 
concerns.  

The meeting dates are:  January 9, 1:00 pm, January 10, 7:30 
pm, and January 20, 5:30 pm.

RSVP is required at least three (3) days before the 
meeting.  RSVP to Bill at 445-0565 or spizella@sbcglobal.
net.  Locations of the meetings will depend on the location 
of those attending. During this time, the TAS Board will also 
have the opportunity to review the proposed bylaws.

Once the comment period has ended, the Bylaws Committee 
will make any needed changes with guidance from the 
Board. The board will then approve the fi nal version of the 
proposed bylaws.

A copy of the fi nal version of the proposed bylaws will be 
sent to each Chapter member at the address in our records.  
The packet will also include the explanation document and 
the date of the general meeting (February 17) at which we 
will vote on the proposed changes.

At the February 17 general meeting, Chapter members will 
vote on the proposed bylaws.  

TAS Proposed Bylaws - Feedback Requested

continued on page 8
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Celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary, Audubon Adventures has 
released another all new class-
room kit for grades 3 - 6. The 
featured topics are:
*The Secret World of Plants
*Sharing the Earth
*Birds of Prey
*Butterfl ies
Audubon Adventures includes 
action-oriented content about 

healthy habitats, essays, written puzzles, word challenges, 
games, and recommended web sites.
Please consider sponsoring a classroom by donating to the 
TAS Audubon Adventures program. Mail your donations 
to Travis Audubon Society, P.O. Box 40787, Austin TX 
78704. The cost is approximately $40 per kit which serves 
32 students. Please note on the check that it is for Audubon 
Adventures. 

Please contact me (jwaxwing@employees.org) if you know 
of an area teacher who would like to receive a Classroom 
Kit. Many thanks.                               Julia Balinsky 

Audubon Adventures Classroom Kits Needed 

Young Birders News

Julia, a belated thank you, thank you, thank you for a great 
day of birding and learning and bonding with my son.  We 

sure loved the Youth Birding Camp, and Alec is delighted to 
now have his own guide book and journal and binoculars.  His 
grandmother, who is an avid birder living on a small beach on 
the Pacifi c Coast of Mexico, is thrilled that he participated in 
the camp and is showing an early interest in birding.

You did an outstanding job organizing the day.  Please keep 
us posted on other birding opportunities.

Kudos to you and the Travis County Audubon Society.  Thanks, 
again.

Julia ... I thank you for permitting my daughters, 
Sarah and Rachel, to attend the Youth Birding 

Camp this past Saturday ... It was only because of 
your generosity, in awarding Sarah a full scholarship, 
and your openness, in permitting Rachel to attend, 
that they were able to participate in such an engaging 
activity ... (Additionally, there were bugs and they 
both love bugs, much to my chagrin) ...

Additionally, many thanks need to go to Terry Banks 
for, not only providing the transportation, but for 
letting us know about this organization, providing us 
with valuable information, and following through so 
that the experience could become a reality for my 
daughters ...

Again, thank you ... With much respect ... 

Julia, I just wanted to take a minute to thank you for 
allowing our son to participate in the Youth Birding Camp.  

It was a WONDERFUL experience (for both of us!) and he 
chattered on about it all last night and into today.  In fact, 
after church today our whole family went out to Hornsby 
Bend to use some of the information we had learned 
yesterday.  He pointed out the Green-Winged Teal to his dad 
and helped his sister fi nd the Eastern Bluebirds on the wire.  
I’m sure tomorrow will fi nd him drawing and painting some of 
the birds he’s learned to identify.

I was very impressed with the camp.  There was plenty of 
good info that the kids could immediately use, yet not so 
much information given as to overwhelm them.  I was happy 
to see that after each presentation indoors, they were taken 
outdoors right away, while the info was still fresh in their 
minds and they were able to apply it.

The pace was perfect.  Each segment was just the right 
length for kids that age.  Just as they were beginning to 
reach the limit of their concentration, it was time for a new 
segment or a short break.  As a mom and teacher, I could 
tell that there had been a lot of wise planning involved in 
this camp. Again, thank you for a rewarding experience!  We 
really appreciate it.

I just wanted to thank you very much for letting our daughter 
join your Youth Birding Camp.  She came home with a million 

things to tell me about her day.  She had a wonderful time and 
is so excited about going birding with friends in the future.  
Thanks for making her day special!  It sounds like you had a 
very successful camp.

Youth Birding Camp Letters of  Appreciation

Editor’s Correction: The photo of the Youth Birding Camp 
appearing in the December issue of Signal Smoke should have been 
credited to Theresa Bayoud. Sorry about that Theresa!
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First appeared in the December 2003 – January 2004 Vermilion 
Flycatcher newsletter. Reprinted with permission from Tucson 
Audubon Society (www.tucsonaudubon.org).

Song, Lincoln’s and Swamp Sparrows

by Larry Liese

With winter months come ducks and sparrows.  Not much 
trouble telling those two groups apart, but ahhhh ... within those 
groups!  This month we’ll take a look at the three sparrows of 
the genus Melospiza.  These three sparrows, the Song Sparrow 
(Melospiza melodia), Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii), 
and Swamp Sparrow (Melospiza georgiana) all share some 
physical traits and also habitat preferences to an extent.

Song Sparrows are common 
permanent residents here in southeast 
Arizona, with northern migrants (see 
below) augmenting their numbers in 
winter months.  Lincoln’s Sparrows 
(common) and Swamp Sparrows (rare) 
are here only in the cooler months.  
All prefer wet habitats, though Song 
and Lincoln Sparrows can be found 
throughout the lowlands.  Swamp 
Sparrows are found almost exclusively 
in (usually dense) riparian or pond-
edge habitat.

Song Sparrows are notoriously 
variable among their (up to) 52 named 
and ~29 recognized subspecies.  These 
can vary by up to 150% in weight.  
The resident group is noted for 
smallish size (for Song Sparrows) and 
light “chocolatey” colored streaking.  
The northern migrants seen in winter 
are much darker.  Many a visiting 
birder from elsewhere in the U.S. sees one of “our” Song 
Sparrows and says:  “That’s a Song Sparrow?”

The Lincoln’s and the Song are the only ones likely to be 
confused with a poor view.  They are both found in dense, wet 
habitat, and sometimes careful viewing is needed before a good 
look can be had.  Lincoln’s Sparrows have a buffy chest color 
with fi ne black streaking that continues down the fl anks.  The 
Song is much larger, with much heavier streaking above and 
below, without the buff chest color.  Look for the light feathers 
outlining the jaw or “jowl line” on these two birds.  This feature 
is yellowish on Lincoln’s Sparrows and white on our Song 
Sparrows.  Both have much gray on the face and sides of the 
neck.  Most Song Sparrows will show a clearly defi ned central 
breast spot, while the Lincoln’s only sometimes does and the 
Swamp’s will be blurry at best.  Notice tail length and shape.  

Song Sparrows have a long, rounded tail, while those of the 
Lincoln’s and Swamp are shorter.

Swamp Sparrows are much brighter in color, notably in the rich, 
rusty browns on the upperparts.  Their underparts have minimal 
streaking, which, if noticeable, will be blurry.  They have a 
rusty-colored crown that is more solid in appearance.

Lincoln’s and Swamp Sparrows don’t vocalize much when 
they’re here, but Song Sparrows do.  The call is a chimp note, 
somewhat like a Canyon Towhee but less slurred and more 
monosyllabic.  Their song is one of those very recognizable yet 
hard to describe sequences of sounds.  To me it comes in three 
parts starting with (usually) two clear notes followed by a buzzy 

trill, ending with a short utterance.  (Doesn’t 
make you go “Oh yeah, I know that!” does it?)  
But once you get familiar with the song, you’ll 
be identifying Song Sparrows without even 
having to concentrate on them.

Look for Song and Lincoln Sparrows anywhere 
in the lowlands, especially where there is water.  
Sweetwater Wetlands is an easy place to see 
them.  A few Swamp Sparrows winter along 
Patagonia Lake each year.  Look for them at 
the edge of the cattails and bulrushes on the 
northeast end where the trail bends around the 
lake before coming to where Sonoita Creek 
enters.  If you’re lucky, you might fi nd one along 
the San Pedro River as well.  Good luck!

Note: In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon 
Society Checklist indicates that Song, Lincoln’s 
and Swamp Sparrows can be found together 
during November, December, January, February, 
and March.

DASTARDLY DUOS

Our Articles of Incorporation specify that only Chapter 
members have voting privileges.  National Audubon members 
who are not Chapter members do not have voting rights unless 
specifi cally granted by the Travis Audubon Society board.

For any National Audubon members who would like to join 
Travis Audubon Society and vote on the proposed changes, the 
membership secretary must have your check by February 12.

So again, please take the time to read the material and give us 
your feedback!  Your input is important to us.   
           Shelia Hargis  

Bylaws, continued from page 6
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This past month was the 
wettest November here 

since 2000.  At that time, 
we received 15.7 inches of 
rainfall while this November 
we received 12.1 inches.  The 
evening of November 23rd, 
we witnessed severe, almost 
non-stop lightning as the worst 
part of a thunderstorm passed 
northwest of us, dropping large 
hail, heavy rains and spawning 
a tornado near the Central Texas community of Oatmeal.  
This same storm system continued to wreak havoc as it 
traveled out of Texas, snarling Thanksgiving travel as it 
headed east.  Marcie and I hope each and every one of you 
experienced safe traveling to and from your destinations 
and had an enjoyable Holiday Season!

 We have been enjoying regular sightings of our 
resident birds, including Wild Turkeys, and our wintering 
birds that include Spotted Towhees and Juncos, but on the 
morning of November 26th, Marcie and I observed a Red-
breasted Nuthatch actively feeding while hopping down 
a Juniper tree, then fl ying to the trunk of a Live Oak tree 
in our back yard.  This was our fi rst ever sighting of this 

bird here at the Sanctuary and it was a welcome 
Thanksgiving treat.

Sanctuary Closed

The Sanctuary will reopen on January 29, 2005.

Sanctuary Committee Meeting Scheduled

The Sanctuary Committee’s fi rst meeting of the 
New Year is scheduled for February 8, 2005.  
We will meet at the Baker Cabin, located at 
12308 Lime Creek Road and begin the meeting 

at 6:30 PM with a potluck supper.

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House Date Set

Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker Sanctuary 
Open House scheduled for Saturday, March 19th from 9:00 
AM until noon.  Last year we had a great group of bird 
guides, support staff and traffi c controllers. This year, we 
will need at least ten bird guides, four individuals to greet 
visitors and four people to show our visitors where to 
park.  If you would like to help with our Open House this 
coming March, please contact us at 219-8425 or email me 
at jmwoso@earthlink.net.  

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Photo Credit: Chris Doggett

Baker Sanctuary News

Thursday, January 20, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: Bringing back Whoopers - Psychology, Innovation & Science

Presenter: Lee Ann Linam, Texas Parks & Wildlife

Whooping cranes have a special place in the story of conservation and a special place in many 
Texans’ hearts.  Their fi ght for recovery is a story with worldwide appeal.  It is a story of 

modern technology and of primal animal behavior.  It is a story of artists and of scientists.  It is 
a story of a majestic bird and of ridiculous costumes.  It is a story of human compassions and of 
politics.  It is a story of nations and of states.  Most signifi cantly, it is a story of hope and of a species 
that was nearly lost forever.  This presentation will offer a glimpse of the many highlights and 
milestones in the comeback story of the whooping crane, from failed experiments to fl ights of fancy 
to reasons for celebration and concern in Texas.  Lee Ann Linam grew up with whooping cranes 
and is now a biologist with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s Wildlife Research, Science, and 
Diversity Program.

Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: Highland Park Baptist Church, 5206 Balcones Dr. (Exit 
MoPac at 2222, go west on 2222, turn left on Balcones Drive, stay to the left at the fork, then turn right into the church parking 
lot.) Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. 
Refreshments provided.
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About TAS Field Trips  All TAS fi eld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appro priate 
clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, fi eld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gaso-
line expense. For complete, up-to-date information on fi eld trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field 
Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the pub lication schedule of the newsletter, things 
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.

About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.
edu/hornsby.

TAS Events - Jan 2005 
Saturday, January 1 

(New Years Weekend)

Saturday, January 8, 
7:30 – 11:30 AM

Winter Field Trip

Saturday, January 8, 
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM

Monthly Bird Count 

Saturday, January 8, 
3:00 – 5:30 PM
Winter Bird Walk

Saturday, January 15,
9:00 - 11:00 am
Winter Bird Walk

Saturday, January 15, 
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM

Monthly Bird Walk 
 

Saturday – Monday, 
January 15 – 17
Albuquerque, NM

Saturday, January 22, 
8:00 – 11:00 AM

Bird Walk at Your Local Park
a couple of hours after sunrise (7:28 AM) or before sunset (5:42 PM). Bird Walk at Your 
Local Park. Go bird !  

Winter Field Trip to Lost Creek Country Club
Registration required, joint fi eld trip with Lost Creek Country Club (LCCC), maximum 
is 12. Contact Maggie Burnett (mburnett@austin.rr.com, (h) 899-0390) to register or for 
more information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 
Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at Meadow Lake
One additional co-leader needed. Contact Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-
7438) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at the Lady Bird Johnson Wildfl ower Center
January is “free month” at the Wildfl ower Center, so there will be no admission fee.
We will meet at the cistern, which is along the path to the gift shop and main entrance.  
The Savanna Meadow Trail (1/2 mile) goes past a cave entrance, the Woodland Trail 
(1/4 mile) is lined with trees, the John Barr Inner Loop (1/4 mile) is the perfect place 
to become familiar with some of the trees, shrubs, and cacti of central Texas, and along 
the Restoration Research Trail (1 mile) visitors learn how fi re, grazing, and other land 
management techniques affect the Hill Country ecosystem.  The latter two trails are 
wheelchair-accessible and feature three water fountains and a few shaded rest areas with 
benches.  This varied habitat provides shelter for different bird species.  Contact Rachel 
Zierzow (zierzow@mail.utexas.edu, (h) 837-9975, (w) 475-8724) for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend 
Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Albuquerque, New Mexico fi eld trip. Registration required.  Travis Audubon 
is planning its fi rst winter trip to Albuquerque for Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday 
weekend, hoping to see all three species of Rosy-Finch and other mountain and 
winter birds rare or absent in Texas.  We will also spend a morning birding Bosque 
del Apache for wintering cranes, geese, etc.  Participants will need to arrange their 
own transportation to and from Albuquerque, hotels, and ground transportation for the 
three nights that we are there.  However, the co-leaders will provide the itinerary and 
recommended fl ights, hotels, and rental cars and help coordinate the carpooling.  Birders 
may join us for the entire trip or come and go as desired.  Contact Stan VanSandt 
(sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-7438) to register or for more information.  

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more 
information.

    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org
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Would you be willing to co-lead a field trip at next May’s Lago Vista 
Songbird Festival, but don’t think that you know enough about the 

birds and other plants and animals in the Balcones Canyonlands National 
Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR) ?  Well, here’s the opportunity that you’ve been 
waiting for !  Over several months and at each meeting, we’ll spend about an 
hour reviewing species lists and field guides, then take a short break, and then 
spend one-to-two hours in the field to reinforce what we’ve learned.    Several 
guest instructors will discuss the following potential topics (but please note 
that this list is subject to change !):

• January – mammals, geology, climate/weather
• February – birds, amphibians, tips on how to co-lead field trips, 
review tentative list of  Festival field trip locations/schedules
• March – dragonflies, damselflies, flowers, birding by ear, match 
Festival field trips with co-leaders, preliminary Festival logistics 
(maps, keys/codes, radios, etc.)
• April – review all bird species likely to be present during the 
Festival, final Festival logistics, 

Snacks will be provided in the classroom.  Bring your own 
field guides if  you have them, but some will also be available 
to share.   This invitation is going out to the members of  the 
Travis Audubon Society, the Capital Area Master Naturalists 
(hours will count toward the advanced training requirement), 
the Highland Lakes Master Naturalists, the Highland Lakes 
Birding and Wildflower Society, the Williamson County Native 
Plant Society of  Texas (NPSoT), the Highland Lakes NPSoT, 
the Austin NPSoT, and the Friends of  Balcones Canyonlands 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Participants who co-lead a field trip 
at the Songbird Festival will receive free registration, dinner at 
the Festival Keynote Address, and one additional field trip at 
no charge (CAMN members will also earn approved volunteer 
hours).  Contact John Kelly (jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, 
(h) 331-8693), Jean Nance (jnance@texas.net, (h) 259-0299), 
or Kathy McCormack (vefl21@yahoo.com, (w) 698-9880) for 
meeting date/time information.  

        Training Series for Songbird Festival Field Trip Co-Leaders

TAS Events - Jan 2005 
Saturday, January 22, 

2:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Private property fi eld trip

Sunday, January 23, 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM (+?)
Mitchell Lake (San Antonio)

Sunday, January 29, 
10:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Optional morning trail birding at 

9:00am 

Cruise

Sunday, January 30,
2:00 - 7:30PM
BCNWR fi eld trip

Private Property East of Austin
Meet at Chris and Shirley Doggett’s home and then carpool to Hugh Brown’s rural property.  
Folks can walk the trails in the afternoon before seeing American Woodcocks perform their 
display fl ight at dusk, and then everyone will return to the Doggett’s.  Contact Chris Doggett 
(ckdoggett@mindspring.com, (h) 512-898-5500) or Anne Donovan (ajdonovan@austin.rr.com, 
(h) 472-3030) for more information.

Led by Sheridan Coffey from San Antonio Audubon Society.  There is a $5 charge to access this National 
Audubon site.  This well-known San Antonio birding hotspot has a varied habitat, including scrub, 
grasslands, riparian, small ponds, and the lake itself.  A large variety of birds can be found in winter 
including Vermilion Flycatcher, Crested Caracara, Harris’s Hawk and other raptors, wintering shorebirds, 
and many species of ducks.  This will be a half-day birding trip (hiking boots recommended, bring 
snack/lunch/water), but for those who want to continue, some additional birding spots in Bexar County 
can be investigated afterwards.  Those wishing to carpool should meet at Hornsby Bend’s parking lot by 
6:50 AM; cars will leave at 7:00 AM sharp (two hours travel time to the lake) – but be prepared to follow 
the driving directions to the lake if no one else shows up to carpool !  Directions:  Mitchell Lake is on 
the south side of San Antonio off of Loop 410.  Take IH 35 S to IH 410 S (a left exit, one lane only) to 
Exit 46, Moursund Blvd.  Take Moursund Blvd south, away from the center of San Antonio, 0.7 miles 
to the gated entrance on the left.  There is a local bar directly opposite the gate.  Contact Stan VanSandt 
(sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-7438) for more information.

Canyon of the Eagles Park and Vanishing Texas River Cruise (Lake Buchanan)
Registration required by Sunday, January 16th.  Folks can arrive at 9:00 AM at the Vanishing Texas River 
Cruise dock and several co-leaders will be on hand to explore a diverse loop-trail system.  At 10:30 AM, 
we’ll re-assemble back at the dock and then take a 2.5-hour trip up Lake Buchanan and the Colorado 
River through Bald Eagle habitat.  If 20 or more people register, tickets will be $13/person instead of the 
regular $16.50/person.  Box lunches may be reserved for the cruise at $5.75/person, or you can bring your 
own lunch on board.  Restrooms are available in the park and on the boat.  For those who might want to 
stay in the park on Friday or Saturday night, tent and RV camp sites are available (call TP&WD at 512-
389-8900 and pick the option for Lower Colorado River Authority parks, or go to www.twpd.state.tx.us); 
lodging and a restaurant are also available in the park (call 800-977-0081 or see www.canyonoftheeagles.
com for details).  Remember to dress warmly (including hats and gloves) because the wind chill can be 
signifi cant on the boat.  Directions:  From north Austin, take Hwy 183N to Hwy 29W (33 m) to Burnet 
(23 m).  From south Austin, take Hwy 71W to Hwy 281N (44 m) to Burnet (19 m).  From Burnet, take 
Hwy 29W to FM 2341 (3 m) and go north to the park (14 m).  Contact Mark Bentley (mebentley@austin.
rr.com, (c) 461-5375) by Sunday, January 16th to register for the cruise (and box lunch, if desired) or for 
more information.  Those who miss this TAS registration deadline may call Vanishing Texas River Cruise 
directly at 800-728-8735 to reserve a ticket (and optional box lunch) at the regular rate if there 
is still space.

Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge
A great opportunity to see wintering birds (especially sparrows) in places not often open to the 
public.  There may also be an opportunity to observe displaying American Woodcocks.  Bring 
snack/dinner/water.  Directions:  Meet in the HEB parking lot in the northeast corner of Hwy 
183 and RM 1431 in Cedar Park.  Contact Bill Reiner (spizella@sbcglobal.net, (c) 913-3201) 
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Saturday, February 5, 
7:30 - 11:30 AM

Sunday, February 6,
7:30am to noon

fi eld trip to Williamson County

Saturday, February 12,
7:00 am to 4:00 pm

Saturday, February 12,
fi eld trip

Saturday, February 19,
8:00 - 11:00 am

Saturday, February 19,
7:30 am to noon

Wednesday - Sunday,
February 23-27

trip to Rio Grande Valley

Saturday, February 26,
9:00 am to 11:00 am

Winter bird walk

Saturday - Sunday, 
January 22 & 23 

Winter Field Trip to Barton Creek Habitat Preserve
Contact Maggie Burnett (mburnett@austin.rr.com, (h) 899-0390) for more information.

Granger Lake (Williamson County)
Registration required by Sunday, January 16th.  Folks can arrive at 9:00 AM at the Vanishing Texas River 
Led by Tim Fennell.  Registration required, trip maximum is 15.  Target birds include Mountain Plover, 
Sprague’s Pipit, up to three species of longspurs, and up to a dozen species of sparrows including Harris’s 
and LeConte’s.  While excellent views of Sprague’s Pipits and longspurs on the ground can sometimes 
be obtained, most views of these species in the Granger area consist of calling birds in fl ight.  Bring 
snack/water.  Contact Kathy McCormack (vefl 21@yahoo.com, (c) 698-9880) to register or for more 
information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 
Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.

Attwatter’s Prairie Chickens. See the extremely rare Attwater Prairie Chickens perform their 
breeding display.  We’ll need to meet at the Nature Conservancy’s Texas City Preserve by 5:45 
am CST and must remain there until the birds leave the lek (could be until late morning).  In 
order to be there on time, we recommend that participants arrange lodging in nearby Texas City 
at the La Quinta or Day’s Inn hotel, or be prepared to make the long drive that morning (4.5 
hours from Austin) leaving plenty of time for meeting up with other participants at the preserve 
HQ at the appointed time.  Trip will be limited to 10 participants who should contact Scott 
Haywood by phone at (512) 804-0819, or via email to scotthaywood.com, to reserve a space as 
early as possible.  Participants, once identifi ed, can arrange to carpool; additionally, there are 
other birding opportunities available in the area so participants may arrange to extend this trip 
as they desire.

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend 
Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Rio Grande Valley
Registration required.  Several co-leaders will lead a late winter birding trip to the Rio Grande 
Valley’s state parks and preserves along the river, the coast, and inland sites.  Participants 
will need to arrange their own transportation to and from the Valley, hotels, and ground 
transportation for the four nights that we are there.  However, the co-leaders will provide the 
itinerary and recommended fl ights, hotels, and rental cars and help coordinate the carpooling.  
Birders may join us for the entire trip or come and go as desired.  Contact Stan VanSandt 
(sjziv@juno.com, (h) 707-7438) to register or for more information.

Winter Bird Walk at Riata Pond/Yett Creek Park
Two co-leaders needed. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-
9453) to volunteer to be a co-leader or for more information. 

Other Event of Interest 

Winter Bird Count at Bamberger Ranch (Johnson City)
Registration Required, Contact Marsha Reimer at marsha.reimer@tpwd.state.tx.us if you need 
more details and to register.

TAS Events - Feb 2005
    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org



T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y  S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  January 2 0 0 5 13

Other events & news....

Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: will be meeting on 11/4/04 and 12/2/04, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August. See page 11 for 
November meeting details

Ongoing TAS Meetings

Whooping Crane Trip: Rockport-Fulton
Tuesday, February 8, 2005

Join us for a day of coastal birding in beautiful Rockport, Texas during the peak of Whooping Crane season. The day will begin 
with an optional early morning birding trip to Cape Valero to observe the many species of ducks, waders and shorebirds, followed 

by a talk about the Audubon Texas Coastal Program and “History of the Whooping Crane” given by Audubon Texas Important Bird 
Areas Coordinator, Ned Wright. Lunch will be provided during the presentation at the Lighthouse Inn.  Participants will then meet 
at the dock in Rockport-Fulton for an afternoon of boating aboard the shallow draft “Skimmer” which allows us to access the best 
sites in the area for viewing Whooping Cranes, including Audubon-managed Ayres Island sanctuary. Our tour will fi nish by 5pm, and 
participants will be on their own for dinner and relaxation that evening, or to get an early start home. 

2005 tour price: $150 per person.  Tour limited to 25 participants.  Price includes light breakfast during the morning fi eld trip, lunch, 
boat admission, and an Audubon Texas guide.

To make your reservation or for more information, please contact Lk Lofl in at Audubon Texas, 512-306-0225 extension 15 or 
llofl in@audubon.org.  

Come join us for a Non-native plant removal and trail maintenance work day 
Where:  Bright Leaf State Natural Area.  The park encompasses 216 acres and has about 
4 miles of trails. 

When:  Saturday February 12th from 9:00 am until 1:00 pm.  

Food:  Sandwiches will be provided at 1:00 pm.  Water and snacks will be provided 
throughout the day.

Sponsored by:  Friends of Bright Leaf State Natural Area

Other participants:  The Central Texas Trail Tamers will be on hand with their 
expertise and specialized tools to lead us in trail maintenance.  Jeff Hershey, the Park 
manager, will explain what we need to do related to non-native plant removal.  

Notes:  Wear hiking boots or sturdy shoes.  No special training is required beyond what will be given that morning when we 
gather in the parking lot.   

What to bring (if you have them):  water bottle, shovels, loppers, tree saws.

Directions:  Take RR2222 west from Mopac. Go one block west of the traffi c light at Mesa. Go left (south) onto Creek 
Mountain. When it dead-ends in two short blocks, turn right onto Old Bull Creek. The parking lot is on the left.
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Education Committee News - Classes

Membership Committee News

TA S

No Membership column this month, instead a birth announcement!

Chris and Shirley Doggett are the proud grandparents of 

Kayla Ashlea, born on 30 Nov at 4:52 pm, and weighing 8lbs 6oz.

Health, Happiness, and all Best Wishes to Baby Kayla and family!

Committee
N E W S

The Education Committee is planning several exciting new 
(and old) classes and workshops from February through 

June. Check the TAS web site periodically for the details of any 
class of interest to you. Information will also be published in 
future issues of Signal Smoke.  The time periods are tentative 
for all of them.

Gull Identifi cation – late February or March

Beginning Birding – beginning late February

Two workshops will be presented by Georgean and Paul 
Kyle at Chaetura Canyon Bird Sanctuary in northwest 
Travis County:

Chimney Swift Nest Tower Building – late February  

Habitat Restoration: Every Square Foot Matters – April

Warbler Identifi cation - April

Butterfl y Identifi cation – May

Grass Identifi cation – May

Odonate Identifi cation (Dragonfl ies, Damselfl ies) - June 

Waterfowl Identifi cation Class
The Waterfowl Identifi cation Class will again be offered in 
January. It will be co-taught by Martha Renfroe and Jean 
Martin.  Martha co-taught the Backyard Birding Class for 
several years and will be responsible for the lecture portion 
of the waterfowl class. Jean, who teaches the Beginning 
Birding Class twice each year, will lead the fi eld trip part. Both 
instructors are members of the TAS Education Committee 
and have birded for many years. The lectures will be from 8 
to 10 a.m. on Saturdays, January 15 and 29, at the Center for 
Environmental Research auditorium, Hornsby Bend. Field trips 
will follow classes and will last until about 2 p.m. Locations 
will be announced at class time. Participation in fi eld trips is 
considered part of the class. 

The class will focus on ducks and other waterfowl found in 
Texas, especially during the winter months. This class is well 
suited for birders who have completed the Beginning Birding 
Class or for those who have ignored ducks because “all those 

females look alike.” Plan to bring a lunch to both classes. 
Tuition is $30 for TAS members and $40 for nonmembers. 
The class will be limited to 12 participants. To register, contact 
Martha Renfroe at marthar@academicplanet.com or 418-8334.

Sparrow Identifi cation Class
The winter 2005 Sparrow Identifi cation Class will be taught by 
Byron Stone. Participants in his 
previous classes have pronounced this course “awesome”! 
Byron has been an avid birder and lister since the early 1970s. 
He became interested in sparrows when he found his fi rst Fox 
Sparrow in a mixed fl ock near Luling 25 years ago. He spent 
much of the intervening two decades trying to fi gure out how to 
tell all those “little brown birds” apart. He has traveled all parts 
of Texas to listen and watch for birds and has seen all of the 
sparrows that occur naturally in
Texas. Byron enjoys many other activities, including fi shing, 
hiking, and playing classical guitar.

This class will focus on the two dozen members of the family 
Emberizidae that occur regularly in Central Texas—everything 
on your checklist between Spotted Towhee and White-crowned
Sparrow. There will be four Wednesday-night lectures – Jan. 
26, Feb. 2, Feb. 9, and Mar. 2, each followed by a Saturday-
morning fi eld trip.  The lecture/slide presentations will be held 
in a meeting room at First Presbyterian Church in northwest 
Austin. Field trips will be taken to various places in the Austin 
area, designed to maximize the number of species observed. 

Field trips will focus on nearby areas that provide excellent 
opportunities to observe many of our native sparrow species. In 
February and March, sparrows in Central Texas are preparing 
for migration or local breeding, and they become more vocal, so 
this is a good time to hear their songs. This will be a good class 
for people who already have some birding experience but want
to refi ne their approach to the identifi cation of sparrows, 
including subspecies. Byron also says it is a good class for 
“people who don’t mind tromping through some grass.” Tuition 
is $60 for TAS members and $70 for nonmembers. Contact Jean 
Martin <jeanmartin@austin.rr.com> or 343-7053 to register. 
The class is limited to 12 participants.



T R A V I S  A U D U B O N  S O C I E T Y        15    S I G N A L  S M O K E  /  January 2 0 0 5 

TTravis Audubon Society depends on the 
generous donation of time and effort from our 
volunteers to accomplish our mission.  No 

matter how much time you have available to donate, 
we would love your help.  Below are a variety of 
volunteer opportunities. You will notice that we have 
a lot of repeat postings each month, this is where we 
need you the most.  Find something that interests you 
and get involved! You can help as little or much as 
you want.  Not only will you make a contribution to 
the society, you’ll also meet some great new friends 
and birding buddies. Check our website for updates.  
If by chance you don’t see anything that interests 
you on the list, contact our Volunteer Opportunities 
coordinator, Rob Bates, at robertkbates@hotmail.
com or 528-9317 to discuss specifi c interests and 
talents that you’d like to put to work for TAS.  
Thank you!

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House Date Set
Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker 
Sanctuary Open House scheduled for Saturday, 
March 19th from 9:00 AM until noon.  Last year 
we had a great group of bird guides, support staff 
and traffi c controllers. This year, we will need 
at least ten bird guides, four individuals to greet 
visitors and four people to show our visitors 
where to park.  If you would like to help with our 
Open House this coming March, please contact us 
at 219-8425 or email me at jmwoso@earthlink.
net.  

         Birders to Survey Private Land: 
Occasionally we get requests from 
individuals for a birder or birders to visit their 
property and survey the birds.  If interested, 
contact myself, Rob Bates at 528-9317 or 
robertkbates@hotmail.com.  I’ll maintain a 
list of volunteers for future requests.

Webmaster: maintain & improve our 
website.  Contact Chris Doggett at 
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-
5500.

Membership Committee Members:  
help maintain & increase our 
membership.  Contact Chris Doggett at 
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-
5500.

Adult Education Committee Members: help 
coordinate adult educational opportunities.  
Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.
rr.com or 343-7053.

Youth Education Committee Members: help 
coordinate youth educational opportunities, 
assist with our fall youth camp.  Contact Julia 
Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.
com  or 926-7312.

Field Trip Committee Members: help 
coordinate fi eld trips.  Contact Charles 
Stephens at charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 
328-9453.

Field Trip Leaders: lead a fi eld trip to your 
favorite birding location.  Contact Charles 
Stephens at charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 
328-9453.

Lago Vista Songbird Festival Committee 
Members: coordinate fi eld trips for 
the spring festival (work closely with 
Friends of Balcones Canyonland National 
Wildlife Refuge).  Contact Shelia Hargis at 
shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

Sales Committee would like an assistant to 
help with sales and interested parties should 
contact MarcieWilcox via email at marcy.
wilcox@earthlink.net or by phone  -  512-
219-8425

Property & Finance Committee Member 
someone that is interested in the basic            
fi nancial running of the society can contact 
Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right, 
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local con-
servation, education, and research projects. You may also join 
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will 
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter member ship, and receive the 
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues go-
ing to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the 
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through 
the mail), priority sign-up on local fi eld trips, and educational 
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and pro-
grams.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, 
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon Soci-
ety membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audu-
bon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

 � $10 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
 � $20 Individual Membership
 � $30 Family Membership
 � $60 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
 � $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
 � $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and 

free workshop)
 � $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size _________________  
 � This is a gift membership from  _________________________

 � I would like to save TAS money and natural resources. 
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter 
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy. 

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Email  ______________________________________________________

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


