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Zero and Counting
by Kenn Kaufman
Excerpts from an article by Kenn Kaufman in the July/August 2002 issue of Birdwatcher’s Digest.
Reprinted with permission from Birdwatcher’s Digest.
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a mysterious and vanishing bird that nested somewhere in Central Asia and
wintered on the African coast. This man had made a special trip to see it at its last
known wintering spot in coastal Morocco. “Yep, good timing,” he said. “When I was
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I was profoundly depressed by this
conversation. What a sad way to keep a
life list – more of a ‘death list,’ really:
“Birds I’ve known that are now extinct.”
But I saw that I had no room to criticize,
because I hadn’t done anything to help
the slender-billed curlew either. For that
matter, considering further, I’d hardly
done anything to help any bird species.
So many times I’ve gone to great effort
to see some rare bird, but what effort had
I made to help that species? What birds
would be left for future generations to put
on their life lists?
Continued on page 14

Kenn Kaufman at The Wildflower Center, June 4, 2005
photo credit: Shelia Hargis

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting

No monthly meetings in the summer months of July, and August
See you in September!

September Meeting Location: Lower Colorado River Authority Board Room
3700 Lake Austin Blvd , Austin.
The board room is located in the Hancock Building, the middle building in the courtyard.
We’ll be in the room on your left upon entering the building.
Parking available in garage and surrounding lots.
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LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

W

ell, summer is here. I always think that things will slow
down a little during the summer, but I’ve been wrong
two years in a row!
Many projects have been keeping us busy. On the less
glamorous, but very important, administrative side, we’ve
been working on personnel policy and membership policy. I
expect these to be approved soon.
Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner

The board ﬁnalized our operations plan for this year. It
took us a while, but we did it. Look for new volunteer
opportunities in our Volunteer Section on page 15.

The Executive Committee has been interviewing Executive Director applicants.
Hopefully by the time you read this, we will have made a job offer to our top
candidate. Our primary requirements were nonproﬁt management experience,
Continued on page 8
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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
Habitat Reclaimed: The Suburban Front Yard
I
by Cathy Nordstrom

n the May issue of Signal Smoke article we explored the sad
state of suburban front yards: too much turf area, non-native
plants, unimaginative landscaping, negligible wildlife value.
This month we will examine the advantages of converting
part of your front yard to wildlife habitat. Many folks are now
familiar with the four requisites for healthy wildlife habitat
(food, water, shelter, places to raise young) and the beneﬁts
they afford. As anyone who has created habitat knows, aesthetic
considerations ﬁgure prominently, and we balance the four
tenets mentioned above with our own desire for a beautiful
landscape. That is one of the joys of gardening for wildlife,
often called wildscaping -- plant it and we know they will come.
Now let’s consider an often-overlooked beneﬁt of wildscaping
to homeowners relative to their daily enjoyment of the natural
world. It’s the view from inside the home, and for our purpose
for today’s discussion: the view to the front yard.
For folks with a busy street and a sidewalk, the front windows
are often draped with curtains, sheers, and blinds, rarely opened
to view the outdoors. Understandably, the need for privacy
overrides the desire to look outside, but even if we did ﬂing
open the drapes, what’s to view? For many in suburbia they
see an expanse of lawn, the lone bottoms of large tree trunks,
a sidewalk, and the street (and cars). For some, huge shrubs
cover the windows (or half of them), thereby allowing for an
uninspiring view of leaﬂess branches. Usually the front rooms
are dining room, living room, or bedroom/ofﬁce, exactly the
rooms deserving of beautiful views, the best in the house, don’t
you think? Imagine dining with your guests looking into a
charming woodland courtyard? For the living room, why not
bring a Yaupon Holly in a little closer so Mockingbirds can be
observed in the wintertime?
Could there be anything
better than a woodland
view for an ofﬁce or a guest
bedroom?

In terms of design, my best
advice is to completely
rethink the traditional front
yard landscape. Instead of
grouping shrubs up against
the house, group them in the
middle of the yard with the
large trees (if you are lucky
enough to have them; if not,
plant them). Plant low plants
up close to the house to
screen the foundation, then
gradually increase the height
Photo credits: Cathy Nordstrom
of the plants as you move
closer to the tall canopy. Add understory trees (Persimmon
and Mexican Buckeye), large shrubs (American Beautyberry
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

and Turk’s Cap), and medium shrubs (Agarita and Coralberry)
in groupings according to your observation of nature. Allow
sufﬁcient room for each plant to grow to its mature size, but
know that overlapping is desirable, and natural. Follow the
same scheme on the other side of the big trees, ending with
the lowest plants near the street (or sidewalk). If you are not
ready to eliminate all of your turf feel free to leave a ribbon
of grass along the front. Feeling really ambitious? Wrap your
new woodland around to the sides of the house! Maybe your
neighbor will share the cost with you.
And the reward for your bravado? Wonderful, diverse habitat
attracting many various creatures; sound and pollution
abatement; a living screen that protects your senses from
passing cars and other intrusions; a beautiful calming view
from all rooms facing the front yard; for your dining room,
perhaps a courtyard with formal touches; for the living room
and ofﬁce, maybe bird feeders and bird bath. No doubt there are
more rewards, but none more important than this: you’ve added
a little piece of Central Texas beauty and diversity to your
neighborhood that reclaims the lost habitat that came before.
Your neighbors and drivers-by will enjoy this new oasis, as well
as all the wildlife lucky enough to ﬁnd it. In order to bring this
all into reality, next month we’ll get down to basics with a “how
to” on building healthy woodland. By this fall you will be ready
to start digging!
S I G N A L S M O K E / July/August 2 0 0 5
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

T

he ﬂower show of spring has faded, but many of the
plants that bloomed in April and May produce fruit
that ripens in July and August. Their seeds are often
wrapped in a sweet or fatty pulp, forming berries or drupes.
(A drupe, such as a cherry or a peach, has a hard pit encasing
the seed or seeds.) Producing this pulp consumes much of a
plant’s energy, but it has proven an effective strategy for seed
dispersal.
In a way, the plants are bribing birds and mammals to carry
their seeds away. In the animal’s digestive tract the pulp will
be absorbed, but the seeds may pass through intact, and sprout
wherever they drop. It is, therefore, a mutually beneﬁcial
relationship: the animal gains nourishment, and the plant
distributes its progeny. The relationship has been so successful
that many plants employ it, resulting in a virtual smorgasbord
for birds and other wildlife ... and sometimes people.
Texas Persimmon (Diospyros texana) is one of the plants
whose “bribes” ripen in the next two months. This shrub is
most common on dry, rocky slopes and thin-soiled hilltops
of the Edwards Plateau, but it can grow to be a small tree in
deeper soils. It is recognizable by its smooth, gray bark. As
the plant grows, the bark peels in patches in the manner of
American Sycamore, so that bigger specimens have a mottled
appearance. The simple, round-tipped leaves are usually
only 1 to 1.5 inches long, and have smooth margins that curl
downward. The bell-shaped, cream-colored ﬂowers appear
in April, but you are not likely to notice them among all the
showier spring blossoms.
Come August, female plants (Texas Persimmon is dioecious
– having staminate and pistillate ﬂowers on separate plants)
are often loaded down with globular black berries. These
“fruits of the gods,” as the Latin name translates, are slightly
hairy and usually as big around as a nickel or a quarter. The
thin skin holds 3 to 8 large seeds and a sweet, runny pulp that
tastes much like that of a prune. Do be warned, though, that
the juice stains the tongue (and other things) dark brown. It
was used by pioneers to dye buckskin black.
I have found Texas Persimmons to be particularly tasty when
warmed in the August sun – though the seeds don’t leave
room for much pulp. Other wildlife apparently agree. A wide
variety of mammals partake of Texas Persimmons, including
Coyotes, Raccoons, Virginia Opossums, skunks, Javelinas,
feral hogs, and White-tailed Deer. David Schmidly, in his
Mammals of Texas, claims that Gray Foxes on the Edwards
Plateau eat more of these fruits than of any other vegetable
matter.

Persimmons to sip the sweet juice. A Carolina Chickadee was
doing the same, but not with the same gusto as the buntings. On
another occasion, I noticed a Verdin sampling a persimmon.
Far from the rocky habitat of Texas Persimmon, you may
ﬁnd American Elderberry (Sambucus canadensis or S. nigra)
offering its fruit now. This large shrub with compound leaves,
of 5 to 7 toothed leaﬂets, grows best in rich, moist soils,
especially in full sun. In central Texas it is often restricted to
ravines and riverbanks. Flat-topped clusters of white ﬂowers
appear at the top of the plant in May. Though the ﬂowers
themselves are small, the clusters are quite showy, spanning 6
inches or more.
By July, the ﬂowers have been replaced by small drupes, often
only 1/8 inch across and mostly pit, that turn black when ripe.
Robert A. Vines, in his Trees of Central Texas, writes that 45
or so species of birds are known to eat elderberries, including
Northern Bobwhites.
I would not recommend eating elderberries straight off the bush.
The taste is not especially pleasant, and if you eat too many, you
may end up with an upset stomach from the cyanide compounds
in the pits. These compounds break down
when cooked, so the fruits are superb for
making wine or jelly. I remember summer
afternoons spent stripping the tiny drupes
from their stems for my mother to make
elderberry jelly.
Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus
quinquefolia), a cousin of the grapes, also
has ripe fruits now, but they are toxic to
humans. This vine of shady woods may grow along the forest
ﬂoor or climb high into the canopy on tree trunks. The leaves
are palmately compound, meaning that the ﬁve leaﬂets all attach
at one point atop the leaf stalk (so they look like ﬁve ﬁngers
radiating from the palm of a hand). The deep-blue berries, in
small clusters from the leaf axils, have a high fat content. That
makes them particularly valuable to migrating birds that need
dense sources of fuel for their travels.
Birds might have a problem ﬁnding these inconspicuous clusters
of berries in the shade of the forest. This may be why Virginia
Creeper leaves sometimes begin to turn bright autumn red as
early as July, as a sort of ﬂag to hungry birds.
Not all of the fruits ripening now are blackish in color. Those
of Rough-leaf Dogwood (Cornus drummondii) are white when
ripe. They may also have a high fat content. (The Flowering
continued on next page

During the drought and record heat of 2000, I watched a pair
of immature Painted Buntings peeling back the skin of Texas
4
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THE

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Balcones Canyonlands 6/1/05
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Homer Cunningham, Catﬁsh Kelly
and Dan Callaway
Target bird: Black-capped Vireo

W

e departed Austin and headed North on 183, left on
29 and left again on 1869, then 8 miles to Shin Oak
Observation Deck. Off of 1869, we took the CR 258
loop, a good country road for birding. At the deck, we all had
good looks at an Indigo Bunting and several Painted Buntings,
but only heard Black-capped Vireos and Yellow-breasted
Chats. About 200 yards West on 1869, we stopped for one
more attempt to see the Black-capped and White-eyed Vireos
that we were hearing. Two of us saw the White-eyed, and only
one of us got a half second glimpse of the Black-capped. At
1174, we turned right, then left at the “Y” and drove the 3 miles
to Oatmeal, an old schoolyard where they have the annual
Oatmeal Festival. A pair of Eastern Phoebes were catching ﬂies
and a ﬁrst-year male Summer Tanager came to the owl tape.
Backtracking South on 1174, we stopped at a large culvert to
look at swallow nests, since about 75 were swarming in and
out. 80% of the nests were Cliff, and 20% Cave, with nestlings
observed on one of the Cave Swallow nests. The culvert was
tall enough to stand up in.

Dogwood, Cornus ﬂorida, has fruits that are 35% fat by dry
weight.) Robert Vines reports that at least 40 species of birds,
including Wild Turkeys, are known to eat these fruits. I was
amazed to see a Least Flycatcher, a normally insectivorous
bird, plucking and eating a dogwood drupe one August day.
These are just a few of the many native plants bearing ﬂeshy
fruits now. Others are Escarpment Black Cherry, Pokeweed,
Creek Plum, Mustang Grape, Prickly-Pear, and Sugar
Hackberry. See whether you can spot wildlife harvesting some
of them, or recognize their seeds in animal droppings.
As always, be certain of the identity of a plant before you
sample any part of it. Some fruits may be quite toxic, though
they look edible – and an animal eating a fruit does not mean
that it is safe for a human. After all, squirrels and some birds
relish the greenish-white drupes of Poison-Ivy, and Whitetailed Deer will browse the twigs! It is always safer just to
watch the wildlife enjoy them.
In addition to the works cited in the text, the author consulted
many other references for this article, including: Native &
Naturalized Woody Plants of Austin & the Hill Country by
Brother Daniel Lynch, A Field Guide to Common South Texas
Shrubs by Richard B. Taylor et al., and Shinners & Mahler’s
Illustrated Flora of North Central Texas.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

At Doeskin Ranch, we at lunch, then birded the pond trail.
While in the area we saw or heard Northern Bobwhite, Scissortailed Flycatchers, Eastern Bluebirds, Rufous-crowned, Field,
and Lark Sparrows, and Lesser Golﬁnches. Continuing South
on 1174, we turned left on Cow Creek Rd. Along the creek we
encountered Wild Turkey, Spotted Sandpiper, Yellow-billed
Cuckoo, three Black-chinned Hummingbirds feeding at the
blossoms of a tall century plant, Ladder-backed Woodpecker,
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Vermilion and Great-crested Flycatcher,
Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Western Scrub-Jay, Canyon
Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcather, Red-eyed Vireo and Blue
Grosbeak. The “climax” of the day was to watch a mating pair
of Painted Buntings in the road. We turned left onto 1431, then
right on 183 and back into Austin.
Total species: 57 (33 by 9 am and 38 by 10 am)
Best bird: Blue Grosbeak
Dominant bird: Northern Cardinal

TAS Baker Sanctuary Workday
An upcoming Sanctuary Workday is scheduled at the
Baker Sanctuary on Saturday, August 13, 2005. We
will meet at the Baker Cabin and work from 8:00 AM
till 12 Noon. The cabin is located at 12308 Lime Creek
Road. Bring work gloves and wear proper shoes and
clothing – hats, long pants, and a long-sleeved shirt,
if you prefer.
We are going to
be cleaning an
overgrown area
behind the cabin
that needs a lot of
attention.
We will provide
water and if you
want to bring a
sack lunch and any
other refreshment,
please do so.

photo credit: Marcie Wilcox

Marcie & John Wilcox
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DASTARDLY DUOS
Reprinted with permission from the September 2001 Vermilion
Flycatcher newsletter of the Tucson Audubon Society (www.
tucsonaudubon.org).

Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs
by Larry Liese

S

horebird migration is upon us once again, and this
fall I was looking forward to ﬁnally mastering what
has been a truly dastardly duo for me: the Greater
and Lesser Yellowlegs. I can vividly remember anguishing
over this one bird at the Bolsa Chica State Ecological
Reserve in southern California; ﬁrst, I decide Lesser ...
No! ... Greater, then back again. I stood there for twenty
minutes before giving up. I then walked a hundred yards
further and saw one of each standing next to each other. It
was sooo obvious! If this has happened to you, you’re not
alone.
One good thing, it is fairly easy to realize that a given bird
is a Yellowlegs. Both have long, slender, bright yellow
legs. They have slender bodies and move gracefully,
actively pursuing insects and small ﬁsh. They can
sometimes be seen walking forward swinging their bill
back and forth below the water surface. In ﬂight, their bold
white rumps and lack of wing bars help to rule out other
similar sized birds.

comfortable with. The often-mentioned ratio of bill
length to head length is good, but don’t expect to become
adept in one day. The Lesser’s bill is thin, straight, all
dark, and only slightly longer than the front to back head
length in line with the bill. The Greater Yellowlegs’ bill
is thick at the base and sometimes two-toned (paler at
base). It is about 1-1/2 times the head in length and often
perceptibly upturned.
Now to get our tu-tus straight. I must admit this is new
ground for me, but birders familiar with the calls of
these two have no problem separating them. The most
frequently heard call of the Lesser Yellowlegs is a usually
two (tu?) noted call that is lower pitched, more rapid, and
much less resonant than the Greater Yellowlegs’ three or
four note teu or deew. Whew! It sure would be easier if
birds spoke English!
So get out there to your favorite mudﬂat and try these
tips. The furthest pond at the Avra Valley Wastewater
Treatment facility on Snyder Hill Road west of town is
one of the best. Good luck!

In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon Society Checklist
indicates that Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs can be found
together during March through May, and then again
during July through November. You can ﬁnd them at
Hornsby Bend and along any open, shallow shoreline.

Though similarities between the two seem to dominate,
there are differences. Overall size, bill size and shape,
and voice are the dominant ones. For those who want an
additional challenge, some seasonal plumage differences
are nicely detailed in Kevin Zimmer’s “The Western Bird
Watcher”, a well-known birder reference.
Seen together, differences in size and bulk are obvious: the
Greater Yellowlegs is 30% larger and has twice the mass.
A few Lesser Yellowlegs were present at the Snyder Hill
Sewage Ponds recently. Their slender body shape was quite
noticeable. My latest method of using this difference is to
think of how big of a meal the bird would appear to be to a
predator. If a Peregrine or Harrier caught the bird for lunch,
would it still be hungry afterwards? More scientiﬁc would
be to compare size to the other shorebirds around, but that
can’t always be done.
Bill size and shape differences take practice to get

6
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International Migratory Bird Day 2005
Birding at the Capitol
n May 16, seven birders met on the steps of the
state capitol to enjoy a great morning of birding.
Since a spring front had just passed earlier in the
morning, the conditions were just right for a little fall-out
to possibly occur that day and did it ever.

O

The morning started by the sound of a familiar bird that
was perched high atop the star being held my the Goddess
of Liberty. Sure enough, it was the male American
Kestrel. When he did try to ﬂy around it was completely
mobbed by a pair of Western Kingbirds who were
obviously mad that this guy was still around. It’s spring
time and he should be way north. Later the nest of the
Kingbirds was located and their agitation was with merit.
The highlights had to be the number of different warblers
seen. The real treat was the Canada Warbler, but also seen
were the Nashville, Yellow, Magnolia, Chestnut-sided,
American Redstart, Tennessee, and Black-and-white
left to right: Ken Anderson, Charles Stephens

Warblers. Marvelous looks were caught in the ﬂowering
pecan and other aves also added to the palette. A pair
of Wood Ducks ﬂew past, many empids ﬂuttered about,
as did an Eastern Phoebe and an Olive-sided Flycather.
Adding to the cacophony was the drumming of Downy
and Red-bellied woodpeckers.
The regulars were also present and seemed to be seeking
hand-outs. All in all it was a great morning that graced
us lucky 7. Birding in Texas in early May is...well, just
awesome.
Charles Stephens
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left to right: Kay Priest, Ken Anderson, Ann Gardner
Photo credits: Robet Baumgardner
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President’s Letter - continued
fundraising experience, and experience developing a volunteer
program. The interview process was encouraging to me. It
made me realize that there are people out there who have
extensive experience with the tasks that we’ve been struggling
with such as strategic planning and fundraising. Hiring a
qualiﬁed person who can help us in those areas means we can
shorten our learning curve and improve our effectiveness.
That’s very exciting to me!
On the conservation/education side, we are making progress on
the Jackie Arnold Education Center (JAEC) that will be located
at Baker Sanctuary. John Wilcox and his JAEC committee
worked with the architects and we now have concept drawings
to evaluate. Watch for more details soon.
The board ﬁnalized the timeline for phase II of the sanctuary
fence. Clearing will begin in September and fence construction
will start in late January 2006. This schedule will allow the
majority of the fence to be constructed before the warblers
return, minimizing or eliminating any impact to their nesting
efforts.

SUMMARY OF MINUTES
OF THE TAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
May 12, 2005
LCRA BOARD MEETING ROOM
Shelia Hargis called the meeting to order.
Members present: Sam Fason, Barbara Anderson, Mark
Bentley, Marcie Wilcox, Marsha Reimer, Bill Reiner, John
Kelly, Theresa Bayoud, and Anne Donovan.
Guests present: John Wilcox, Tess Sherman, Bob Warneke, and
Kevin Connally.
1. Bob Warneke presented information about the ABA Birders’
Exchange Program, which supplies binoculars, ﬁeld guides, and
other help to birders in Central and South America. He hopes to
interest the board in assisting this program.
2. The possibility of including advertising in the Signal Smoke
was discussed. Tess Sherman has researched this question,
especially how much of the printing costs could be saved by
including advertising. The board was interested, and Tess will
continue to get more information for us.

We’ve also been approached by one of our sanctuary neighbors
who is interesting in selling us her ten acres that are contiguous
to our land. Needless to say, we’re investigating this! Stay
tuned.
In closing, Terry Austin has retired. Terry was the Executive
Director of Audubon Texas and helped TAS in many ways.
Terry and his wife are planning to spend more time enjoying our
natural resources which Terry spent so many years working to
protect and conserve. And, there are ﬁve granddaughters to get
to know. We’ll miss him, but we wish him the best of luck in
his retirement.
Don’t forget to enter your bird sightings in our new online
database. This summer will be a good time to start.
If I don’t see you out birding this summer, I’ll see you in
September. Have a great summer.
Shelia Hargis

3. At the April board meeting, we passed a motion as
follows:
A motion was made and seconded (Rob/Marsha) that we
go ahead with Phase II of fence construction at Baker
Sanctuary, at an estimated cost of $90,000. Dates to begin
clearing and to begin construction are to be determined.
We read the motion again and took a second vote. The
motion passed its second reading.
The board asked John Wilcox to get the fence line cleared,
beginning September 1, and begin construction of the fence at
the end of January. Kevin Connally of Travis County Natural
Resources assured us that this plan would not interfere with
the nesting of the Golden-cheeked Warblers.
4. Sam Fason will begin a fund-raising campaign to raise
$90,000 to pay for the fencing. He and his committee will
seek advice from Audubon Texas. This campaign will
be carried to members of the Austin community who are
interested in habitat conservation, as well as TAS members.
Anne Donovan, TAS Secretary

Complete minutes of TAS Board of Directors’ Meetings available
at travisaudubon.org

8

S I G N A L S M O K E / July/August 2 0 0 5

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News

A

t the May TAS Board meeting,
the Board approved, at the
second reading, the expenditure
of funds to high fence (Phase II) the
Sanctuary, which will complete the high
fencing needed at the Sanctuary. Phase
II will be accomplished in two stages.
The ﬁrst stage will clear an eight feet
wide by 7400 feet long by ten feet high
strip on the Sanctuary side, next to the
existing three-strand barbed wire fence.
Clearing will begin on September 1st
after the Golden-cheeked Warblers have
departed for their wintering grounds and
will be completed by October 31st. Stage
two will see the tear out of the existing
fence with the installation of the high
fence beginning immediately after
White-tailed Deer season in January.

Photo credit: Marcie Wilcox

Stage two will begin our high fence at our southwest corner
that we share with the LCRA and will extend north, then east
around to the corner we share with the City of Austin Lime
Creek Tract. Fence construction will start with the drilling
and setting of posts, which will be completed no later than
March 1, 2006. This leaves the hanging and tying of the wire,
which can continue after March 1st. To our west, the LCRA
has already high fenced 16,791 feet of the Wheless tract and
with the completion of Phase II, the TAS will have high fenced
16,694 feet. Our other Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP)
neighbors (the City of Austin and Travis County) have also
committed to high fencing their properties. High fencing
will accomplish two things. First, high fences will greatly
curtail ever-increasing human and feral animal trespass onto
the Sanctuary and other Balcones Canyonlands Preserve land.

And second, high
fencing will exclude
White-tailed Deer
(WTD) from preserve
lands while our
ongoing management
efforts will hold
WTD numbers to
one deer per twenty
acres or less to allow
endangered species
habitat to recover
throughout the
Sanctuary and the
BCP Cypress Creek
macrosite. We want to
thank TAS President
Shelia Hargis and the
Board of Directors for supporting this important conservation
effort.

We ended May with the Sanctuary receiving 4.65 inches of rain,
of which nearly half fell during the Memorial Day weekend.
We avoided the heavier weather that accompanied these storms.
Apparently, our April showers came instead in May.
On March 20th, I helped Lisa O’Donnell (City of Austin
Watershed Protection and Development Review Department)
survey the Baker Spring for Jollyville Plateau Salamanders. We
found one salamander below the spring and six salamanders
in the spring run. We also found one additional salamander
outside the study area. Some of the salamanders we found
were thirty to thirty-ﬁve millimeters long, indicating successful
reproduction.
John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Youth Birding Camp 2005 is scheduled for October 22, 2005.
Please contact Julia Balinsky (926-7312) for information

Audubon Adventures Classroom Kits Needed
Celebrating its 20th anniversary, Audubon Adventures has
released another all new classroom kit for grades 3 - 6. The
featured topics are:
*The Secret World of Plants
*Sharing the Earth
*Birds of Prey
*Butterﬂies
Audubon Adventures includes
action-oriented content about

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

healthy habitats, essays, written puzzles, word challenges,
games, and recommended web sites.
Please consider sponsoring a classroom by donating to the
TAS Audubon Adventures program. Mail your donations
to Travis Audubon Society, P.O. Box 40787, Austin TX
78704. The cost is approximately $40 per kit which serves
32 students. Please note on the check that it is for Audubon
Adventures.
Please contact me (jwaxwing@employees.org) if you know
of an area teacher who would like to receive a Classroom
Kit. Many thanks.
Julia Balinsky
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TAS Events - July/Aug 2005
July 2 - 4, Pack your binoculars with your picnic and bird your favorite park. Better yet, carry an extra
Independence Day pair and turn someone else on to birding -- it’s the patriotic
Weekend thing to do!
Saturday, July 9, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7am and 4pm. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information Hornsby Bend monthly bird count sponsored monthly by the Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory.
Saturday, July 16, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 to noon. Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660)
monthly bird walk for more information.
Saturday, July 23, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00 to 10:30am. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
monthly bird walk

July 30 - 31 Sunrise is at 6:48am -- go explore the bird life in your favorite park!

Saturday, August 6 Special Bird Walk at Your Local Park
For a couple of hours after sunrise (6:53 a.m.) or before sunset (8:20 p.m.), go bird!
Saturday, August 13, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7 am & 4 pm Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Hornsby Bend monthly bird count Bend Bird Observatory.
Saturday, August 20, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am - noon Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday, August 20, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00 to 10:30am. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday, August 27, Bastrop County
7 am - 12 pm + Registration required. We will explore some or all of the following: Shipp Lake, Buescher
Field Trip State Park, Alum Creek, Bastrop State Park, and Lake Bastrop. We will meet at a central
location to carpool at 10 minutes till 7 am. Bring water and a sack lunch. Contact Stan
VanSandt, 707-7438, or Kathy McCormack, veﬂ21@yahoo.com, for more information.

July 14-19, 2005 - Rocky Mountain National Park and Pawnee National Grassland.
Registration required. Join us for six days of very beautiful mountain scenery with easy access to birds
that are rare in Texas (and/or rarely seen here in breeding plumage). White-tailed Ptarmigan, Black Swift,
American Dipper, and Three-toed Woodpecker are among the many birds we hope to see. Limited to 12
participants (and the hotels are ﬁlling up fast) so make reservations early. Long hikes, rough trails, early
departure times and high altitude will make this a somewhat strenuous trip, though all excursions are optional
and there will probably be long afternoon thunderstorm breaks. Contact Stan VanSandt at sjziv@juno.com, or
call (512) 707-7438, for more information and an itinerary.
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TAS Events - Sept 2005
Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org
Saturday, September 3 Special Bird Walk at Your Local Park
(Labor Day Weekend) For a couple of hours after sunrise (7:09 a.m.) or before sunset (7:51 p.m.), go bird!
Saturday, September 10, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7 am & 4 pm Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Hornsby Bend monthly bird count Bend Bird Observatory.
Saturday, September 10, Balcones Canyonland - Warbler Vista, and Jonestown Swift Roost
late afternoon - dusk We will check out the new observation deck at the Warbler Vista area of Balcones Canyonlands
Field Trip N.W.R. and explore the new trails. After supper at a restaurant in Jonestown we will witness
the 1000+ Chimney Swifts descend on their roost in an old cistern. Contact Kathy McCormack,
veﬂ21@yahoo.com, for more information.
Saturday, September 17, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 am - noon Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday, September 17, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00 to 10:30am. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Friday - Sunday, Choke Canyon Reservoir and Hazel Bazemore Park
September 23-25, For more information contact Gary Waggerman, waggerman@sbcglobal.net. or Stan VanSandt,
Field Trip 707-7438.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS ﬁeld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear
appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips, including cancellations due to weather or
other circumstances, please check the TAS Field Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Activities” and then “Field Trips”)
or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access,
please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at
www.sbs.utexas.edu/hornsby.

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.
Latin America Committe Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at Book People, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Committee

TAS N E W S
Education Committee News - Classes
Shorebird Identiﬁcation

Hummingbird Gardening

Shorebirds will begin their southward migration through the
area in July and our Shorebird ID class is a great way for
intermediate birders to learn to distinguish between Least,
Semi-palmated, and Western Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater
Yellowlegs, and other shorebird ID challenges.

Learn how to make your own garden a haven for hummingbirds
by registering for this workshop to be taught by Mark Klym,
Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup and Texas
Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Last year’s
participants gave this workshop high marks. This class will
explore native plants that are hummingbird friendly - their
characteristics, needs and culture (maybe even some sources!);
garden designs and maintenance tips; as well as feeders and
their proper use (instructor will simply introduce the pros and
cons - the decision is yours).

Tim Fennell returns again this year to teach the class. Tim
teaches science at the Liberal Arts and Science Academy of
Austin at LBJ High School and is an expert birder. He is also a
wonderful instructor - in the classroom as well as in the ﬁeld.
The class dates have been scheduled to cover the majority of the
fall shorebird migration. As with other groups of birds, different
shorebird species come through at different times. Don’t worry
about being at Hornsby in July and August. The ﬁeld trips will
start early and won’t last past 11am. If you get too hot, you can
leave at any time.
The lectures will be held at the Center for Environmental
Research at Hornsby Bend on July 21, August 4, and August 18
from 6:30-8:30pm. The ﬁrst two ﬁeld trips will be at Hornsby
or another nearby area on July 23 and August 6. The third ﬁeld
trip will be a weekend on the coast, August 20-21. The cost of
the class is $60 for TAS members and $70 for non-members.
Participants will also be responsible for covering Tim’s
expenses during the weekend trip, which will be approximately
$15. Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 3437053 to register.

Hummingbird Identiﬁcation
Central Texas has a wealth of hummingbird diversity visiting
it each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Blackchinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broadbilled Hummingbirds and Green Violet-eared, central Texas
Hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. Mark Klym,
Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup and Texas
Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife, will present
another of his very highly rated Hummingbird Identiﬁcation
classes. The class will introduce the 15 hummingbird species
that have been seen in central Texas, their ranges and frequency
of occurrence, discuss the characteristics of hummingbirds that
can be used for effective identiﬁcation, examine each species in
detail looking at key diagnostic features, and compare similar,
often confusing species, noting distinctive characteristics for
each. No prior birding experience is necessary.
The two-session class will be held evening of July 14 (6:30 to
9) and the morning of July 23 (9am-noon) on the LCRA campus
on Lake Austin Blvd. The fee will be $15 for TAS members and
$20 for non-members. Participants will receive a Hummingbird
Roundup kit from TPWD as well as other handouts. Class
size is limited. To register, contact Paul or Anne Wheeler at
hummingbirdclass@swbell.net or call 338-1131.
12
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This two-session workshop will be held the evenings of
8/25 and 9/1 (6:30-9pm) on the LCRA campus on Lake
Austin Blvd. An optional ﬁeld trip will be held on 9/3 to a
local garden, which is noted for its attractive nature-friendly
landscaping. The fee will be $20 for TAS members and $25
for non-members. Participants will receive a Hummingbird
Roundup kit from TPWD as well as other handouts. Class
size is limited. To register, contact Paul or Anne Wheeler at
hummingbirdclass@swbell.net or call 338-1131.

Intermediate Birding
Cliff Shackelford will teach this class, which is oriented toward
those who have been birding for several years and are conﬁdent
in identifying more than three-quarters of the birds they
encounter, but have reached a plateau. By the conclusion of
this course, the participants should be able to quickly focus on
the most important ﬁeld marks of an unfamiliar bird, take good
ﬁeld notes, document a rare bird, and identify birds using “jizz,”
as well as learning other new skills. The class will also cover
family groups not discussed in other TAS birding classes, such
as thrushes, vireos, terns, blackbirds, and more.
Cliff is a 4th generation Texan and has been a birder since the
age of nine. He is the nongame ornithologist for the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department and has taught the Intermediate
Birding class ﬁve times and the popular Warbler Identiﬁcation
class each spring for the last eight years. There will be three
evening lectures from 6:45-9pm, August 4, 9, and 11 held at the
Hornsby Bend CER building. The one ﬁeld trip will be a daytrip on August 13th (Saturday) to the collection at Texas A&M
University in College Station where participants will study
almost 90 bird specimens just like in a university ornithology
course.
The fee for this class is $50 for TAS members and $60 for
non-members. To register, contact Barbara Anderson at
bsfanderson@earthlink.net or call 346-6584.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Nature Book Club

W

e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society
Nature Book Club the 4th Thursday of every
month at 7:00 pm at Book People (6th and Lamar). The
group is informal and fun, and you can chose to go to all
the meetings and discuss all the books, or you can pick
and chose the meetings featuring books you would like
to discuss. Below is a list of books we will read for the
next few months:
July - On the Wing – To the Edge of the Earth with the
Peregrine Falcon by Alan Tennant
August - A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There
by Aldo Leopold
September - Of Men and Mountains by William O. Douglas
(United States Supreme Court Justice from 1939 to 1975)
October - The Outermost House – A year in the life on the Great
Beach of Cape Cod by Henry Beston

month. The sponsor is asked to think of approximately ﬁve
questions to ask the group about their chosen book, and if
possible, do a little research about the author or any other
relevant information they may ﬁnd interesting.
Please note that this list is tentative! Before you commit to
reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call
Terry Banks @451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks@msn.com to
ﬁnd out if the book is still current.
So…Come and join us. Bring your suggestions about future
books and be prepared to have a good time. Hope to see you
soon!
Terry Banks

Participants may choose a book to sponsor for a particular

Membership Committee News

S

information, or a butterﬂy ID page, please
hirley and I get very little done during the
let me know at ckdoggett@mindspring.
day if we sit in the room at the back of
com. Even if it’s only a rough outline,
our house. The barn swallows have produced
we can add pictures and layout, so please
their ﬁrst babies of the year who are now ﬂying
consider sending us ideas or content – we’d
around while Mom and Dad start on their second
so like to make our website much more
batch of eggs. The Martins are “bombing” our
informative.
standard poodles when they get too close to the
Martin houses. Last week we watched a crested
If you are not receiving our emails, and
caracara feast on a catﬁsh by the side of the tank
would like to – there’s at least one each
in our ﬁeld. Whether a heron had caught it and
photo credit: Chris Doggett month letting folks know that Signal
left it there or how the caracara found the ﬁsh, we
Smoke is on-line – please let us have your
have no idea. The ruby-throated hummingbirds, mixed
email address so that we can add it to our
with at least one pair of black-chinned,
list. Send me an email at ckdoggett@mindspring.com and we
are lining up to get to our feeders. All
will add you to our growing list. Some folks have new spam
this with a host of butterﬂies gets us
blockers from Earthlink which require us to respond by email,
very distracted during the day.
entering a special code, before they will deliver our emails to
your inbox. There are too many for us to do this, so if you are
Speaking of this reminds me that we
an Earthlink customer and are not now receiving our emails,
are very short of information on our
that will be the reason. If you have suggestions as to how we
website about birds and butterﬂies.
handle this issue, please let us know
Shelia Hargis contributed a great
page on hummingbirds, and Jane
Once again we would like to thank those of you who have
Tillman gave us pages on butterﬂy and
joined us as Chapter Members, and wish you all a great
hummingbird plants, but we need so
summer.
Chris Doggett much more. If any of you feel you
photo credit: Robert Baumgardner could write up some other birding
Chris Doggett
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Kenn Kaufman - continued from front page
This was a whole new game! It changed the challenge
completely. Soon I was looking at everything from a new
perspective. How do we make a difference for the future of
these birds?
There are a few species we can list automatically – “gimme’
birds, we call them. Consider the house sparrow and the
European starling. We can count them immediately, without
any effort. Why? Because they have adapted so superbly to the
environment, and house sparrow habitat is best described as the
immediate surroundings of human dwellings. So if you are a
human being, you’ve helped out those birds, and your life list
jumps from zero to two in nothing ﬂat.
But before we hit ten species, we’ll be into tough sledding, and
just being a human won’t hack it anymore. It will take some
speciﬁc action to make birds more countable.
Time for some heavy soul searching. What have I done for birds
so far, what can I do in the future?

What about other ways to make birds countable under my new
rule? I missed a golden opportunity to add the rose-throated
becard to my life list. Its northern-most nesting area is in southern
Arizona, along Sonoita Creek. A couple of years ago that site
was threatened. The state highway was proposing to widen the
adjacent highway, wiping out the trees where the becards nested.
Public hearings were held. Some birders attended those meetings,
and I wanted to go, but the press of immediate deadlines kept me
away. Now I’m kicking myself for that. Although I’ve seen the
becard many times, I don’t have it on my new life list.
Then, of course, there’s always money. Conservation groups can
always use more of it.
Might it be possible to make birds countable by writing letters
and making phone calls? I spend quite a bit of time writing and
calling my congressman to urge them to vote against opening
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling because of my
concern for the abundant nesting birdlife there. How do I measure
these efforts in life list terms?

For direct conservation, work on the ground. My wife and I are
not big property owners, and there’s only so much that can be
done in our tiny yard to help bird populations. And Lynn is the
master gardner here; I’m just the unskilled labor. But maybe I
can get credit for an assist on some things. Mourning dove? Yes,
they’ve nested enough times in things that we’ve planted that
they ought to count. Anna’s hummingbird? They’ve nested here,
and they’ve certainly enjoyed the abundance of hummingbird
ﬂowers that bloom year-round in Lynn’s carefully planned
planters. Maybe I can count the lesser goldﬁnches that come
daily to feats at the cosmos, salvia, and other ﬂowers that have
gone to seed. But it wouldn’t be right to count every bird on the
yard list, everything that has stopped through; we really haven’t
supported them that much.

These questions make one thing obvious. My new listing rule will
never be a formalized one for comparisons among lists. Birders
who report their totals to the American Birding Association or
to other publications will never be asked to comply with a rule
like this because it would be impossible to measure. How do we
know if we have done “enough” for a species of bird? It has to be
a personal decision, something for private contemplation, not for
public consumption.

N

This time the ALL INCLUSIVE FESTIVAL PACKAGE TRIPS will
be departing from McAllen, Weslaco, Harlingen and Brownsville,
Texas. After you register you will receive an E-mail from us with an
invoice and a method of payment using PayPal.

ow it’s the butterﬂies turn in El Cielo. Please help us
spread the word. As part of the Sustainable Development
Project in El Cielo Biosphere Reserve, located in Northeast
Mexico, we are hosting El Cielo Butterﬂy Festival. Our
web page is ready and you can register Online now - www.
elcielofestival.com
El Cielo Butterﬂy Festival will take place November 3-6, 2005
at Cd. Mante, Tamaulipas in northeast Mexico. Our U.S. Trip
leaders will include Kim Garwood, Richard Lehman and Ro
Wauer.

Perhaps no one else will want to try it. But I’m having a great
time with my new life list, rethinking birds that I had listed years
before, building up a number that matters to me in anew way.
Someday soon, I hope, my list will hit 75 again.

All this information is included in our web page. If you have any
additional questions I will be happy to help.
Sonia Ortiz, sortiz@teledinamica.com.mx
PHONE: 011(5281)8378-5926
FAX: 011(5281)8335-6119

Austin Butterfly Forum
The Austin Butterﬂy Forun meets the 4th Monday of the month at 7pm at the Zilker Botanical
Gardens - 2220 Barton Springs Rd.
Upcoming speakers and topics include
 July 25, 2005, Peg Wallace on Dung Beetles
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VOLUNTEER

T

ravis Audubon Society depends on the generous
donation of time and effort from our volunteers to
accomplish our mission. We could not function without
volunteers! No matter how much time you have available
to donate, we need your help. Below is a variety of
volunteer opportunities. Find something that interests you
and get involved! You can help as little or as much as you
want. Not only will you make a contribution to the society,
you’ll also meet some great new friends and birding
buddies. If by chance you don’t see anything that interests
you on the list, contact Shelia Hargis, at shargis@austin.
rr.com or 291-1861 to discuss speciﬁc interests and talents
that you’d like to put to work for TAS. Thank you!

Volunteer Coordinator: TAS is in need of a Volunteer
Coordinator. This person will work closely with our new
Executive Director to develop a volunteer program that
includes volunteer recruitment, training, retention, rewards
and recognition. This is a very important and rewarding
job that will help TAS move to the next level in our
outreach and conservation efforts. If you are interested,
please contact Shelia at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.

Building Search Team: We need people who are
interested in researching building options for us such
as rental space, buildings we could purchase, or even
free (donated) space. We don’t plan to make any quick
decisions, unless free space presents itself, but we’d like
to know what our options are. Wouldn’t it be exciting to
be involved in ﬁnding TAS a home? Contact Shelia at
shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861 if you’re interested in
helping with this project.

“New Markets” Research: We want to get more
people into birding and involved with TAS. Folks
involved with this project will research different segments
of the population to determine which segments might be
interested in birding. Examples might be the hearingimpaired community, our blind neighbors, physicallychallenged individuals, folks in assisted living facilities,
etc. Volunteers working on this project would also help
develop strategies for reaching those markets. Again,
contact Shelia at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861 if
you’re interested in helping with this project. (Are you
starting to see why we need a Volunteer Coordinator?)

Land Conservation Easement Research Team:
We’ve been discussing the idea of accepting conservation
easements, but before we make any decisions, we need
to do our homework. Some of the questions that need to
be answered are: what is the process and requirements for
accepting conservation easements, is there a niche for TAS
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

OPPORTUNITIES
in the conservation easement business or would it be better to
partner with organizations already in the business of accepting
easements, where do we go to learn more, etc. If this sounds
appealing to you, contact Shelia at shargis@austin.rr.com or
291-1861.

Cats Indoors! Campaign: Can you call vet clinics and
inquire about displaying our Cats Indoors! brochures at the
clinic? Or can you distribute display racks and brochures
to public library branches? If so, contact Susan Schaffel at
localbirds@hotmail.com or 301-9784. Free-roaming cats pose
a huge threat to wildlife. Be involved in educating people about
this threat.

Publicity Committee: Do you have experience working
with the media? Or do you like to write? If so, our Publicity
committee can use your help. We want to get more of our
events in local papers, get more birding articles published in the
media, get media coverage of our events, etc. In other words,
we want more exposure for TAS. Contact Barbara Anderson at
bsfanderson@earthlink.net or 346-6584 if you can help us with
this.
Sales Chair: We need folks to help us develop/design TASrelated items such as t-shirts, calendars, coffee mugs. And we
need someone to coordinate our sales of those items along with
sales of our checklists. Please contact Shelia at shargis@austin.
rr.com or 291-1861 if you are interested.
Help needed with collection inventory
Marjorie Adams is requesting a volunteer to help
inventory her bird books, ﬁles, art, and assorted items
collected over a forty year period. Her collection
is located in the South Lamar area. Please contact
Marjorie at 899-9304 for more information.
HAWK WATCH COORDINATOR
Do you enjoy scanning the skies in search of migrating raptors?
Then you’ll want to consider applying for Hornsby Bend
Hawk Watch Coordinator. From the second half of August
to the second half of October, the Coordinator will spend ﬁve
days a week at Hornsby Bend recording the southbound hawk
migration and helping other hawk watch observers. This is a
paid position.
Requirements include the ability to spot and identify raptors at
a distance, the willingness to remain outdoors (in a shaded spot)
for up to eight hours a day during the heat of summer, and the
ability to input data and write reports. For more information,
contact John Kelly at 331-8693 or jfkellyaustin53@hotmail.com.
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Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, and research projects. You may also join
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive the
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through
the mail), priority sign-up on local field trips, and educational
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and programs.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$10
$20
$30
$60

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size _________________
 This is a gift membership from _________________________
 I would like to save TAS money and natural resources.
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy.
Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

