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Bird Records Listing Goes ONLINE
by Lawrence Buford

I

n the Bird Records Committee News section of the May, 2004 issue of Signal
Smoke it was indicated that the committee hoped to complete an ambitious project
whereby birders could directly enter their sightings within the 60-mile checklist
circle of TAS. By the time you read this, the mission will be accomplished and you
will be able to perform a much needed service to the Travis Audubon Society and its
extensive membership.
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In the past, some TAS members and others would submit records to the committee
and through a laborious, hand-written process the records would be separated by
species and recorded in loose-leaf notebooks. Their primary value was a numerical
record of bird sightings within the circle that could be used to detect variances over
time and also to produce, at roughly ﬁve-year intervals, the TAS checklists. Under Ed
Kutac’s leadership the committee produced at least six such checklists. I personally
have them dated 1965, 1972, 1978, 1984, 1989, 1994. The most recent checklist
published by TAS is the 2003 version.
Although some recorders were faithful in sending records to the committee for many
years, over time that number dwindled as did the number of active members of
the Bird Records Committee. As a result, unrecorded sightings accumulated and it
became obvious that a new method of recording had to be developed using computer
entry and storage. TAS President Shelia Hargis appointed a special group of talented
members to design and build a process of data entry and storage. That procedure is
now complete and the web is ready to receive your entries.
Now comes the hard part! It is imperative that TAS members use the new procedure to
report their sightings and that they also encourage others who bird within the assigned
area to do likewise. The design makes it extremely easy to enter records. The website
link is <http://www.travisaudubon.org/BirdRecordsEntry/RecordEntry.php>. Once
it is opened, the easy-to-follow directions guide users without difﬁculty. You will be
asked to enter your name and then you can provide other required information through
drop-down menus. Unless you want to record birds not included on the entry list, the
Continued on page 4

Volunteer Opportunities .......................15
Travis Audubon Society
Membership Form ...................Back page

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting

No monthly meetings in the summer months of June, July, and August
See you in September!

September Meeting Location: Lower Colorado River Authority Board Room
3700 Lake Austin Blvd , Austin.
The board room is located in the Hancock Building, the middle building in the courtyard.
We’ll be in the room on your left upon entering the building.
Parking available in garage and surrounding lots.
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LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

A

s I write this, the story of the re-discovery of the Ivorybilled Woodpecker is just days old. Bob Warneke gave
me a head’s up the day before the story broke. I have to
admit, I was skeptical. On my way to work the next morning,
I heard the story on NPR. It gave me chills! What an honor
and a huge responsibility to be given another chance to save
this bird from extinction.
This will be a big test for birders. The world will be
Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner
watching as we choose what is more important - to see
the bird or to support the conservation efforts to save the
bird even if those efforts dictate that people stay away from the area. I hope birders
choose conservation over the excitement of seeing the bird. If not, we could lose
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker “again.” And, it will be a hard sale to engage nonbirders in conservation if we don’t set a good example. So, please consider all of
this before booking a ﬂight to Arkansas!
Continued on page 8

472-3030
347-0452

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

288-0517
528-9317
836-3511
331-8693
282-6714
445-0565
794-0058

Email addresses are available at <www.travisaudubon.org> under “About Us.”

BAKER SANCTUARY STEWARD
John Wilcox
219-8425
ACT REPRESENTATIVES
John Kelly (state president) 331-8693
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599
SIGNAL SMOKE EDITOR
Tess Sherman
974-8582
TAS HOTLINE
Call 926-8751 for information on rare
birds in our area (press 5), TAS events
(press 6), or ﬁeld trip status (press 7).
To report sightings of rare or unusual
birds, press 1. To ask a question, press
2. No touch-tone phone? Call 3318693.
TAS WEB SITE
www.travisaudubon.org
TAS EMAIL
info@travisaudubon.org

Signal Smoke is printed
on recycled paper
using soy ink.

2

The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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Newsletter Deadline

Signal Smoke, published 11 months of the
year by Travis Audubon Society, is a TAS
membership beneﬁt. To join TAS, see the
back page of this newsletter. For address
or subscription changes, notify Shirley
Doggett (TAS Membership Secretary),
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Smoke.

The submissions deadline is the ﬁrst day of
the preceding month (for example, September
1 for the October issue). Submit uncopyrighted articles, announcements, and art to Tess
Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com; or mail
to 210 E. Walnut Dr. Austin, TX 78753. Submissions by email or on a ﬂoppy are preferred
but not required. Call Tess at 974-8582 if you
have questions.

Materials are copyrighted by their authors. For permission to reproduce
for nonproﬁt purposes, please contact TAS.
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

New Habitat Stewards Creating Habitat in North Austin

T

he TAS Urban Habitat
Committee has been
busy, having just trained
20 new National Wildlife
Federation Habitat Stewards.
This training was supported
by Travis Audubon, and with
Jane Tillman,
TAS’
support we were able to
photo by Robert Baumgardner
purchase plants for a new bed
in the Northstar Greenbelt just
north of Braker and east of Metric on Tallowﬁeld. Check
it out. We hope, that with the addition of native plants, a
hummingbird might move into the neighborhood, and that
butterﬂies and bees will enjoy the new sustenance provided
by roughly 33 species like white mistﬂower, evergreen
sumac, Mexican buckeye and kidneywood to name a few.
Native grasses like Lindheimer muhly and little bluestem
were planted for shelter, nesting material and their natural
beauty. While water for wildlife is not currently available
at the bed, there is a stream further east on the greenbelt. The
landscape is meant to look very natural, with the idea that
as it matures, the shrubs will act as a thicket, which the park
- like most parks - is sadly lacking.
Most Steward class members were able to participate in the
April 23rd event, which coincided with “It’s Your Park Day,”
put on by the Austin Parks Foundation. Cathy Nordstrom,
who is a landscape designer, Habitat Steward, and TAS
member, was the key player in designing the bed with
Stewards’ input, ordering and delivering the plants to the
site, as well as supervising the actual planting. She worked
closely with the neighborhood liaison, Beth Berry, who made
sure that there would be water to the site, and who cared for
the volunteers’ needs.
Travis Audubon ﬁrst heard about the Northstar Greenbelt
last fall, when Beth Berry learned that the LCRA was going
to cut down many full grown trees on the greenbelt, due to

Photo credit: Cathy Nordstrom

concerns about interference with the transmission line that
runs through it. LCRA agreed to a mitigation effort, to allow
the planting of small trees and provide water for them for a
couple of years until they are established. Beth contacted
many groups for donations, native trees were planted last
fall, and the idea for a “wildlife habitat bed” was born.
As the planting day progressed, many cliff swallows zipped
about the wide open space. Once the yaupons mature
and berry we expect that a mockingbird will move in. A
neighbor has a purple martin house and the park is ideal for
a Chimney Swift tower, which we hope the neighborhood
and LCRA will support. The Greenbelt could easily host
some other nest boxes for chickadees, titmice, wrens or even
bluebirds.
If you live in the Gracywoods neighborhood and would be
interested in helping maintain the wildscape or spearhead the
addition of bird friendly shelter, please contact Jane Tillman.

D

photo credit: Dale Bulla
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ale and Pat Bulla, TAS members and National Wildlife
Federation Habitat Stewards extraordinaire, woke up
to quite a surprise on Sunday, May 1st in west Austin. A
male and female Rose-breasted Grosbeak stayed all day,
feasting on safﬂower seeds, as well as cherries high up in
the Escarpment Black Cherry that graces their certiﬁed
Backyard Wildlife Habitat. Then while one was on guard
duty, the other came down for a drink at the artiﬁcial seep the
Bullas created. What a thrill it was to see these long distance
migrants, knowing that their journey was made a little easier
through the Bullas’ efforts.
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner

Bill’s column this month is a revised reprint from June 2002

T

he sun is above the horizon longer in June than in any
other month in the northern hemisphere. Much as we
celebrate the diminished daylight at the winter solstice in
December, so nighttime becomes precious around the summer
solstice, June 21.
Dependent as we are upon our feeble eyesight, we’re often
unaware of very common animals that move about our own
neighborhoods in the dark. An Opossum ambling across the
highway in our headlight beams, a chorus of Leopard Frogs
calling from a pond, or a whir of moth wings around the porch
light may be our only reminders of the busy nighttime world.
One of the mysterious sounds so common on early summer
nights is a chant that begins shortly after sunset: “Chuck, Will,
Widow ... Chuck, Will, Widow ....” It goes on and on, until you
wonder whether it will ever stop – especially if it’s right outside
your bedroom window. (One exceptionally patient listener
counted 834 consecutive calls on a June night!)
The unseen chanter is a nocturnal bird, named the Chuck-will’swidow, after its repetitive calls. If you live in the city, you may
never hear one. If you live near woods in the eastern half of
the state, you probably know the sound well, even if you’ve
never seen its maker. Many people mistakenly call it a Whippoor-will, which is a related species that only migrates through
central Texas in spring and fall. Whip-poor-will calls have the
same repetitive character, but not so many syllables. A bird
calling like a Whip-poor-will here in June is almost certainly a
Chuck-will’s-widow.
Both Chuck-will’s-widows and Whip-poor-wills are nightjars, a
worldwide family of birds named for the European Nightjar that
also has a jarring, nocturnal call. Most, but not all, members
of the family are nocturnal. The Common Nighthawk that ﬂies
around city lights is a nightjar, one that is sometimes abroad in
daylight.
Seeing a Chuck-will’s-widow is a challenge. By day the birds
roost on the forest ﬂoor, where their brown plumage, marked
with black, gray, and buff, blends perfectly with the leaf litter.
Sometimes a bird will choose a horizontal limb for a daytime
roost. Nightjars have the unusual habit of perching lengthwise
on a branch – rather than perpendicular to it as most birds do.
Its method of perching combined with its cryptic coloration
makes a Chuck-will’s-widow appear to be just a part of the
branch, very easily overlooked.
If you really want to see a Chuck-will’s-widow in daylight,
you’ll probably need to take several long hikes through the
woods in late spring or summer. If you’re lucky, you might
ﬂush a foot-long bird, with a two-foot wingspan, from the
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ground near your feet – as if a piece of the forest ﬂoor had
suddenly sprouted wings and taken ﬂight. It will ﬂit silently,
moth-like, several yards through the trees before dropping again
to the ground or perching on a low branch. A ﬂash of white in the
brown tail when it ﬂies tells you the bird is a male; females have
subdued buffy tips on the outer tail feathers.
If you mark the exact spot where a female had been resting, you
might even ﬁnd what passes for a Chuck-will’s-widow nest -which is no nest at all. Walk carefully, lest you step on the wellcamouﬂaged, mottled eggs, usually two, resting on the ground
among the dead leaves.
At night, Chuck-will’s-widows watch for ﬂying insects from the
ground or a low branch, hopping up or making short, low ﬂights
to catch them. If you decided to follow the bird you ﬂushed
while you were hiking rather than look for a nest, you might
be astonished, on closer view, that the bird is able to catch any
insects at all in that tiny bill. However, the short stubby bill
that projects beyond the feathers of the face is not the extent
of the mouth, which, when opened wide, may stretch 2 inches
from ear to ear (so to speak). The gape is so wide that Chuckwill’s-widows have been known to catch and eat small birds.
Sometimes a molting Chuck-will’s-widow (possibly handicapped
in its ﬂight) will chase after a small frog for a meal.
Chuck-will’s-widows breed nowhere else in the world but
the southeastern United States. You wouldn’t know it from
the movies, though. In a scene from Indiana Jones and the
Temple of Doom, the protagonists are supposedly camped in
a forest somewhere in southeast Asia. Yet among the exotic
wildlife sounds beyond the circle of campﬁre light comes the
unmistakable chant: “Chuck, Will, Widow ... Chuck, Will,
Widow ....”

Online records - continued from front page
ﬁnal item on the list, nothing other than number of each species,
need be listed.
As time passes and experience accumulates, some modiﬁcations
are expected to take place - always with the notion of improving
the procedure and making it more usable. BUT LET’S GET
STARTED! We can worry about and correct kinks when we are
notiﬁed they exist.
If you do not have a computer to use for this process, continue
sending bird records to Ethel Kutac, 8306 Summer Place,
Austin, TX 78759. Someone from the Bird Records Committee
will enter your records and we will be happy to have them.
Lawrence Buford
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THE

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Llano CR 309
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Betty Foster, Terry Banks, Homer
Cunningham, Catﬁsh Kelly and Dan Callaway
Target Bird: Bell’s Vireo

L

eaving Austin, we travelled West on 71 toward Llano. At
2233 we turned right, then right again on CR 316 which
comes back into 2233. Along here we had Wild Turkey, Inca
Dove, Black-chinned Hummingbird, and a Verdin entering
a nest. Continuing along 2233, we saw the ﬁrst of several
singing Orchard Orioles. We then turned left on 2900 towards
Kingsland, then left on CR 309. At Comanche Rancherias
we found Common Grackle, House Finches and a singing
American Robin. Continuing West on 309 we saw a Greater
Yellowlegs, heard a Common Ground-Dove, saw Ladderbacked and Golden-fronted-Woodpeckers, 3 Vermilion
Flycatchers (male), a Verdin nest with hole in side, more good
looks at Verdin, Cactus Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, lots of

CHIMNEY SWIFT TOWER WORKSHOP
AT CHAETURA CANYON

T

he ﬁrst Chimney Swift Tower workshop at Chaetura
Canyon commenced on Sunday February 27th when 10
enthusiastic TAS members showed up with hammers in hand.
After the participants completed construction of the main tower
components, they took a tour of the 15 Chimney Swift Towers
on the sanctuary. Viewing of video highlights from the previous
year’s Chimney Swift nesting season followed the tour.

singing Bell’s Vireo, 3 Yellow-breasted Chat (one actually
seen), Summer Tanager, Pyrrhuloxia, Painted Bunting, a singing
Spotted Towhee, one Clay-colored Sparrow among a group of
White-crowned Sparrows, singing Field Sparrows, Lark and
Blackthroated Sparrows, and a Lesser Goldﬁnch.
On our return to Austin, we stopped at a culvert to get close
looks at Cave Swallows on their nests. Our
last stop was below Mansﬁeld Dam at the
low-water crossing and Fritz Hughes Park.
Here we saw a Spotted Sandpiper, Belted
Kingﬁsher and a Northern Rough-winged
Swallow.
Total species: 62 (42 by 10:30 am)
Best bird: Vermilion Flycatcher
Dominant bird: Lark Sparrow
For more photos of the participants at work, go to www.
chimneyswifts.org and click on the Chaetura Canyon Birds
Sanctuary link
Paul and Georgean Kyle

Sunday morning, March 13th was spent on site at the Dripping
Springs Primary School where the tower base was set and
the concrete foundation was poured. Trey Kelly spent the
next week pre-painting many of the tower and kiosk parts in
preparation of the ﬁnal workday.
On Sunday March 20, the TAS crew began ﬁnal construction
at 8:30 am. By 3:00 pm the tower and kiosk were completed
– ready for students returning from spring break and for a pair
of house-hunting Chimney Swifts. A formal dedication of the
new tower and bird habitat at the elementary school on May 13
included a presentation by the ﬁrst grade Gifted and Talented
students.
Many thanks are due to the workshop participants for their
interest in Chimney Swift conservation, their hard work and
for giving up three Sundays to see this project to completion:
Penny Potter, Sandy Wallace, Trent Miller, Joe and Laura
Jelemensky, Anne and John Donovan, Susan Seabolt, Trey
Kelly and Jamie Honeycutt.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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From our backyard to South of the Border
Visit to Wildlife Rescue

E

arly the morning after the amazing hailstorm on March
25th, our neighbor called us to report an injured bird
in her yard. When we arrived, we discovered a Whitewinged Dove who was suffering from a very bad bump on its
head. Andy gently picked it up with gloved hands and nestled
it into a small cardboard box which we had lined with an old
ﬂannel pillowcase. We kept the patient quiet and warm and did
not try to feed it anything.
When we got home we called Wildlife Rescue at 472-WILD
(9453). We got our little friend to their Animal Receiving
Center at 5401 E. MLK as soon as we could. The staff was

warm and welcoming and gave our dove a good chance of
survival. While we were there, we met a couple of Cedar
Waxwings in the drunk tank and an Eastern Screech Owl who
had been hit by a car, among others. We left a cash donation
and a couple extra ﬂannel pillowcases. Wildlife Rescue www.
austinwildliferescue.org has a wish list for speciﬁc items and
can always use monetary donations.
As birders, you may be called upon to help friends and
neighbors in similar circumstances. Now you will know what
to do.
Julia Balinsky

El Cielo Nature Festival

I

n February, several friends and I attended the 1st Annual
El Cielo Nature Festival, in the northeastern Mexican
state of Tamaulipas. The 4-day festival was based in
Ciudad Mante, about 275 miles south of Brownsville. I’d
been looking for a way to do my ﬁrst birding in Mexico, and
the festival offered an opportunity to explore the El Cielo
area and bird several different areas in the region. The El
Cielo Nature Festival is designed to promote ecotourism in
the area in and around the biosphere reserve. It’s part of a
larger plan for sustainable development in the area and offers
a way for larger numbers of tourists to explore this area.
The 356,000 acre biosphere reserve known as El Cielo is
located in the Sierra Madre Oriental and is known for its
cloud forest, the northernmost in this hemisphere. El Cielo
is located at the transitional zone between North and South
America, and the reserve’s biodiversity is among the highest
in the world. It has tropical habitat that supports birds,
butterﬂies, and wildlife normally found only in regions much
farther south.
Festival participants departed from Brownsville on Sunday,
February 20th, for the 7-hour trip to Ciudad Mante, traveling
aboard very comfortable motor coaches. There were 84
festival participants, divided into 3 groups, each on our own
bus and staying at a different hotel in Mante. We crossed the
border and started the drive through miles of Tamaulipan
scrub. We stopped for lunch at a mescal factory, where we
toured their manufacturing facilities, saw displays of regional
artwork, and picked up our box lunches (which included
a sample bottle of mescal). Not too long after we resumed
driving, we crossed the Tropic of Cancer and soon noticed
the changes in vegetation. We made a mid-afternoon stop
at La Morita, a large mango grove and nursery, for freshsqueezed orange juice, mango pie, and our ﬁrst tropical birds

– squirrel cuckoo, social ﬂycatcher, clay-colored robin, and
Altamira oriole. We arrived at our hotel, the JJ Inn, in Cd. Mante
around 4 pm. Hanging at the front of the hotel, was a cloth
banner that read, “Welcome to the 1st Annual Birding Festival
for the Cielo.”
Late that afternoon, we attended opening ceremonies for the
festival at the city hall, where local ofﬁcials welcomed us.
Opening festivities included an exhibit of nature painting and
photography and a ﬁesta on the square with regional exhibits
and wonderful local dancers, followed by dinner. The opening
of the festival made it evident what an important and wellsupported community effort this was.
Each group birded a different area around Cd. Mante -- Gomez
Farias and Alta Cima, El Naranjo, and Ocampo -- on each of the
three days of the festival (Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday).
Split into three groups, the 84 participants became a much more
manageable size of 28 for birding purposes.
Our ﬁrst day of birding (Monday), we were on the road by
6:30 a.m., headed north of Cd. Mante, ﬁrst to the small town of
Gomez Farias, where we got off the bus and boarded smaller,
open, 4-wheel drive vehicles for the trip up to Alta Cima. From
Gomez Farias to Alta Cima was 12.8 kilometers of rocky old
logging road, through the biosphere reserve. We heard (but
didn’t see) military macaws, and saw numerous raptors and
parrots on our way up, as well as an elegant trogon.
At Alta Cima, we birded our way through the settlement,
following our two excellent local bird guides. They quickly
found and called (in English) azure-crowned hummingbird,
rufous-capped warbler, ﬂame-colored and yellow-winged
tanagers, bat falcon, and yellow-faced grassquit. At the end of
the road in Alta Cima, we stopped at the small locally-owned
continued on page 8
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TAS Youth Birding
Youth Birding Camp April 9, 2005

L

ast October TAS sponsored the 4th annual Youth Birding
Camp in which young people from the ages of about
8–14 explored the world of bugs, birds, art, and music at
Hornsby Bend.
On April 9th many of the youths returned for some spring
birding. To start the day, Andy Balinsky lowered the Purple
Martin house in front of the visitor’s center, and showed
the youths how to do a little Purple Martin house-cleaning.
Afterwards, there was a bird walk around the ponds. It was
a beautiful day; wildﬂowers were blooming, ladybugs were
everywhere, and the kids not only saw waterfowl, sandpipers,
sparrows, hawks, and warblers – they were also able to enjoy
Hornsby Bend at its spring best. Camp mentor, Jesse H. brought
his scope and showed camp participants some great views of
birds on the ponds. Rose B. & Tessa M. remarked that looking
through a scope was a lot easier than using binoculars, and
admired a male ruddy duck in breeding plumage. Drake and
Sam (father & son) were fascinated by the birds singing in the
woods and helped other participants to listen for the song of the
Nashville warbler.
The Youth Birding Camp is a great opportunity for kids of a
wide age range to learn about birding and nature. Thank you,
Julia Balinsky, for organizing this wonderful camp, and thank
you, Ann Gardner for capturing the enthusiasm of the day with
your marvelous photos!
Theresa Banks

Youth Birding Camp 2005 is scheduled for October 22.
Please contact Julia (926-7312) for information

photo credits: Ann Gardner

The 2005 TAS Roughwings Team
(Travis Audubon Tangers).

From left to right they are Briana Hale,
Josef Hale and Sam Fason.
At Paradise Pond in Port Aransas
on April 17, 2005.

photo credit: Bryan Hale
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

S I G N A L S M O K E / June 2 0 0 5

7

President’s Letter - continued
One other note in regards to the Ivory-billed, and then I’ll move
on. I ﬁnd it ironic that the same week that Congress approved a
budget that included language that potentially opens the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling, Interior Secretary Gale
Norton called the Ivory-billed Woodpecker ﬁnd an “exciting
opportunity.” “Second chances to save wildlife once thought to
be extinct are rare. We will take advantage of this opportunity,”
she said at a news conference. Wouldn’t it make more sense
to protect habitat (such as the Arctic) to prevent species from
getting to the near-extinct level? Ah, the duplicity of it all!
Okay, let’s move on to exiting happenings within TAS.
We’ve started our search for an Executive Director. I hope to
have this person on board by the fall! Stay tuned…
For over a year, the Bird Records Committee has been working
with Shawn Ashbaugh, Scott Young, and Mike Ready to
create an electronic database and entry form for reporting bird
sightings. This project has come to fruition! This is a major
accomplishment, and I want to thank all who were involved.
Thank you for your persistence and for working through
differences of opinion to reach the best solution for TAS. I’m

very proud of the results! See Lawrence Buford’s article on our
cover page for more details and then go to our website and enter
your sightings. And, give us your feedback as we continue to
improve the product.
At the April board meeting, the board approved Phase II of
the fence around Baker Sanctuary. This section of the fence
will complete TAS’s portion of the planned fencing that will
surround the BCP macrosite that contains Baker Sanctuary.
The purpose of the fence is to limit the number of White-tailed
Deer within the macrosite that will in turn allow regeneration
of native vegetation such as oak trees. This is imperative to
maintain Golden-cheeked Warbler habitat. Otherwise, as soon
as the existing oak trees die, there will be no young trees to take
their place. Watch for more details on this project.
In closing, I want to thank Mark Bentley, Richard Manson,
and Marcie Wilcox for their service on the board. They each
made unique contributions during their board tenure, and I look
forward to their future contributions in other areas.
Have a great summer!
Shelia Hargis

El Cielo, continued from page 6

cooperative, La Fe, another of the sustainable development
projects in the area. We then made the trip back down to Gomez
Farias, where we reboarded our buses and went to the Rio Frio
for more birding.
At the Rio Frio, we saw white-crowned parrots, a masked
tityra, a blue-crowned motmot, a yellow-throated euhphonia,
and a blue bunting (among dozens of indigo buntings). We
then headed back to Mante and arrived around 2:30 or so, with
just enough time to freshen up before the afternoon’s seminars
began.
On Monday and Tuesday afternoons, there were seminars at
the local agricultural college, on topics ranging from birds
and bird calls of the area to Tamaulipan rock art. I attended
the seminar on sustainable development in the area, presented
by Sergio Medellin. He described the process he and others
had followed to help develop projects that are locally owned
and driven, to provide income that doesn’t involve exploiting
the natural resources. The projects include training local bird
guides, running cooperatives such as La Fe, establishing small
hotels, and establishing plant nurseries. This very interesting
presentation provided a lot of context for the festival as another
step toward sustainable development in the area.
Tuesday, we birded an area to the south of Mante, El Naranjo.
We made several stops in the area, including a dry falls area
where water has been diverted for hydroelectric power, and a
wet falls where the water is now ﬂowing. We saw spot-breasted
wren, black-headed saltator, amazon kingﬁsher, and boat-billed
ﬂycatcher. We made one other stop that yielded both painted
and varied buntings.
8
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On Tuesday evening, the closing dinner for the festival was
held at the local cultural center. Local organizers recognized
and thanked the businesses that supported the festival, as well
as the guides. There was a special round of applause for the
six local bird guides, who had been training for a year to learn
the English names of the birds and prepare to guide. It was a
wonderful last evening for the festival.
Wednesday, our ﬁnal day, included birding at the third area,
Ocampo, an area north and west of Mante. We saw a number
of scrub euphonia, a variety of warblers, crimson-collared
grosbeak, and squirrel cuckoo, as well as white-collared
seedeaters and yellow-faced grassguits. We also had good looks
at a gray-crowned yellowthroat, green-breasted mango, yellowthroated euphonia, and brown-backed solitaire. Around noon,
we drove back to Mante, loaded our luggage, and started for
Brownsville around 2 pm. We arrived at the border at 7:30, and
were back at our Brownsville hotel, by 9.
The extremely well-organized festival was fun and interesting.
It offered a range of activities, from birding and butterﬂy tours
to seminars, and let me see a good bit of the area. The Mexican
bird guides were knowledgeable and expert in ﬁnding birds. If
you’re looking for a taste of neotropical birding just 300 miles
south of the United States, this festival is a great way to go. For
more information about the festival, including a bird list from
the festival, check out their website at www.elcielofestival.com.
Ann Bishop

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News
April ended on a dry note with the
Sanctuary receiving only 1.6 inches of
rain. We missed several opportunities for
additional moisture when the rain showers
passed north and east of us. Fortunately,
the hail in those same storms also passed
us by.

I

found this Texas Oak growing under a
juniper sapling during late spring of 2002.
On July 23rd, I returned and cut some of
the juniper away to give the seedling more
sunlight and put a cage around the tree.
Apparently, a Texas Oak acorn rolled under
this juniper and took root. The oak grew,
aided by this “parent” juniper that provided
primary protection to the seedling from deer
browse and created a microclimate, which
to some degree nurtured the seedling in its
ﬁrst few years. This year, as in past years, I
searched different areas of the Sanctuary for
seedlings and under story plants. So far, I
have found, cleared away some overhanging
brush and put cages with date tags around
ﬁfteen Texas Oaks and Skunk Bush Sumacs
to protect them from browsing White-tailed
deer (WTD). I wasn’t able to put cages
around every hardwood seedling or under-story plant
I found because many were growing out of thin,
rocky soil that made driving a piece of rebar to anchor a cage
impossible. In these instances, I stacked juniper slash around
the seeding to protect it from browsing WTD. In addition, I
put larger cages around some seedlings that I had caged in past
years until I ran out of caging material. In this year’s Sanctuary
budget, I included Habitat Restoration funds to buy more utility
fence and ½” rebar. Here at the Sanctuary, improving Goldencheeked Warbler habitat is accomplished, literally, one tree at a
time.

B
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Landon Lockett asks:
A few miles west of Medina, deep in the Hill Country, there
is a ranch on which hosts a well established wild, reproducing
population of Sabal mexicana palm trees. Formerly known as
Sabal texana, this is Texas’ only native species of palm tree (to
50 feet tall), and for many years it was believed to be native
no farther north than the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Today,
although historical evidence shows the species to be native to
the San Antonio River in San Antonio, the Medina palms are
presumably the “escaped” progeny of a few that were planted
near the ranch house in about 1900. The rancher now owning
the place tells me there is a bird that nests in brush near the
palms and that this bird uses exclusively ﬁber from the palm
leaves to build its nests. He has never seen the bird, and has
seen the nests only in the winter, when the brush is leaﬂess.
What species of bird would this be, and with what would it
build its nests were there no palm trees there?
John Kelly responds:
It’s hard to say without knowing what the nest looks like and
where it’s being placed. Many birds use various kinds of ﬁbers
in nest construction. The Hooded Oriole, for example, routinely
uses ﬁbers from palm leaves and typically suspends its nest
from the underside of a palm leaf. The bird in question might
(emphasis on might) be a Scott’s Oriole, a species which often
uses yucca ﬁbers in constructing its nest.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Anderson Mill Road is now open from
Dyes Ranch Road to RM 1431. As
of May 1st, 2005 the name still hadn’t
been changed from Lime Creek Road to
Anderson Mill Road at 1431. Confusing?
You bet! Obviously, this project is still a
work in progress, however a street sign
has been installed at the intersection
where Lime Creek Road dead-ends into
Anderson Mill Road.
The wildﬂowers here at the Sanctuary
were beautiful this spring. The blue
bonnets and Indian paint brush that Marcie planted by the
Baker Family Cemetery bloomed again this year and the Turk’s
cap, butterﬂy weed and cigar plant that we planted around the
Baker Cabin also came back. The blue bonnets in the Old
Garden area west of the trailer were thick and grew knee-high.
When we ﬁrst moved here, the Old Garden was rank with King
Ranch Bluestem. The ﬁrst year after I mowed the KR, a few
blue bonnets bloomed with the area covered by blue bonnets
increasing each year since. After a poor showing last year, the
carpet of blue bonnets covered over three-fourths of the Old
Garden area this spring.

Photo credit: John Wilcox

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

Book News
TAS member Jerry Hall, of Wimberley, has written a
new book called “Chirps...a collection of birding wit
and wisdom from wee Wimberley, Texas.” Author of a
newspaper column on birds which appears in San Marcos,
Wimberley, Kyle and Dripping Springs, Hall published the
profusely-illustrated, 100-page book to raise funds for the
Refuge, a bird and nature
sanctuary managed by
the Wimberley Birding
Society in downtown
Wimberley. Copies may
be ordered by sending a
$14 check made out to
Chirps. Mail to: Chirps,
750 Cypress Creek Lane,
Wimberley, TX 78676.
The cost includes mailing
and all book proﬁts go to
the tax-exempt Refuge
fund.
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TAS Events - May 2005
Saturday, June 4, Birds and Butterflies of Zilker Park.
7:30 to 11:00am. From 7:30 to 9:00 bird Austin Nature center and adjacent
field trip areas, including a visit to the rehabilitated raptor area, then
from 9:30 to 11:00 study butterﬂies with local expert John
Kelly in the botanical gardens. Contact Charles Stephens
(charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more
information.

Saturday, June 11, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7am and 4pm. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Hornsby Bend monthly bird count
Bend Bird Observatory.

Saturday, June 18, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30am to noon. Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday, June 18, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00am to 10:30am Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday/Sunday, Field Trip to Port Aransas and Corpus Christi.
June 25-26 Meet at 7:30 on Saturday at the Port Aransas Birding center. We will bird the wetlands, jetties,
field trip. and beaches of Port Aransas and Mustang Island in the morning. After a long afternoon break
in the heat of the day (enough time for a nap and/or a swim) we will continue to bird the
area. On Sunday morning we will check out the action at various hotspots in the Corpus area
such as Blucher and Hazel Bazemore Parks before driving back to Austin in the afternoon.
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453), or Stan VanSandt
(sjziv@juno.com, 707-7438) for more information.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS ﬁeld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear
appropriate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips, including cancellations due to weather or
other circumstances, please check the TAS Field Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Activities” and then “Field Trips”)
or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access,
please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at
www.sbs.utexas.edu/hornsby.

10
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TAS Events - June 2005
Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org

July 2 - 4 Pack your binoculars with your picnic and bird your favorite park. Better yet, carry an extra
Independence Day pair and turn someone else on to birding -- it’s the patriotic thing to do!
Weekend

Saturday, July 9 Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7am and 4pm. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby
Hornsby Bend monthly bird count
Bend Bird Observatory.

Saturday, July 16, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 to noon. Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.
monthly bird walk

Saturday, July 23, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00 to 10:30am. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
monthly bird walk

July 30 - 31 Sunrise is at 6:48am -- go explore the bird life in your favorite park!

July 14-19, 2005 - Rocky Mountain National Park and Pawnee National Grassland.
Registration required. Join us for six days of very beautiful mountain scenery with easy access to birds
that are rare in Texas (and/or rarely seen here in breeding plumage). White-tailed Ptarmigan, Black Swift,
American Dipper, and Three-toed Woodpecker are among the many birds we hope to see. Limited to 12
participants (and the hotels are ﬁlling up fast) so make reservations early. Long hikes, rough trails, early
departure times and high altitude will make this a somewhat strenuous trip, though all excursions are optional
and there will probably be long afternoon thunderstorm breaks. Contact Stan VanSandt at sjziv@juno.com, or
call (512) 707-7438, for more information and an itinerary.

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.
Latin America Committe Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at Book People, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Committee

TAS N E W S
Education Committee News - Classes
Odonate Identiﬁcation (Dragonﬂies, Damselﬂies)
Dr. John Abbott will teach this new class on identiﬁcation of
Odonates—dragonﬂies and damselﬂies. Lectures will be held
at the Brackenridge Field Laboratory on Lake Austin Blvd.
the evenings of the June 9 and 16 from 7-9pm and ﬁeld trips
will be held June 11and 18 from 9am-2pm. Dr. Abbott is an
Entomologist and Lecturer in the Section of Integrative Biology
at the University of Texas, Austin and a Research Associate
of the Texas Natural History Collections (Texas Memorial
Museum). He has authored many papers on aquatic insects
with several speciﬁcally on dragonﬂies and damselﬂies and has
written a book on the Dragonﬂies and Damselﬂies of the South
Central United States which will be published by Princeton
University Press in April. Dr. Abbott also sits on the IUCN (The
World Conservation Union) Odonata Specialists Group and is
a member of the Dragonﬂy Society of the Americas Executive
Council. He is an avid nature photographer whose photographs
have appeared in numerous calendars, magazines and books.
The fee for the Odonates class is $30. To register and receive
further information about the class, contact Kathy McCormack
at veﬂ21@yahoo.com or leave a message at 698-9880.

Shorebird Identiﬁcation
Shorebirds will begin their southward migration through the
area in July and our Shorebird ID class is a great way for
intermediate birders to learn to distinguish between Least,
Semi-palmated, and Western Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater
Yellowlegs, and other shorebird ID challenges.
Tim Fennell returns again this year to teach the class. Tim
teaches science at the Liberal Arts and Science Academy of
Austin at LBJ High School and is an expert birder. He is also a
wonderful instructor - in the classroom as well as in the ﬁeld.
The class dates have been scheduled to cover the majority of the
fall shorebird migration. As with other groups of birds, different
shorebird species come through at different times. Don’t worry
about being at Hornsby in July and August. The ﬁeld trips will
start early and won’t last past 11:00am. If you get too hot, you
can leave at any time.
The lectures will be held at the Center for Environmental
Research at Hornsby Bend on July 21, August 4, and August 18
from 6:30- 8:30 pm. The ﬁrst two ﬁeld trips will be at Hornsby
or another nearby area on July 23 and August 6. The third ﬁeld
trip will be a weekend on the coast, August 20-21. The cost of
the class is $60 for TAS members and $70 for non-members.
Participants will also be responsible for covering Tim’s
expenses during the weekend trip, which will be approximately
$15. Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 3437053 to sign up.
12
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Hummingbird Identiﬁcation
Central Texas has a wealth of hummingbird diversity visiting
it each year. From our nesting Ruby-throated and Blackchinned Hummingbirds to the elusive visitors like Broadbilled Hummingbirds and Green Violet-eared, central Texas
Hummingbirds can be a challenge to identify. Mark Klym,
Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup and Texas
Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife, will present
another of his very highly rated Hummingbird Identiﬁcation
classes. The class will introduce the 15 hummingbird species
that have been seen in central Texas, their ranges and frequency
of occurrence, discuss the characteristics of hummingbirds that
can be used for effective identiﬁcation, examine each species in
detail looking at key diagnostic features, and compare similar,
often confusing species, noting distinctive characteristics for
each. No prior birding experience is necessary.
The two-session class will be held evening of July 14 (6:30 to
9) and the morning of July 23 (9:00 - noon) in a location to be
announced on the Travis Audubon Society web site at http://
www.travisaudubon.org/Education/BirdingClasses.html. The
fee will be $15 for TAS members and $20 for non-members.
Participants will receive a Hummingbird Roundup kit from
TPWD as well as other handouts. To register or receive further
information, contact Roxie Rochat at roxier@austin.rr.com or
345-6935.

Hummingbird Gardening
Learn how to make your own garden a haven for hummingbirds
by registering for this workshop to be taught by Mark Klym,
Coordinator of the Texas Hummingbird Roundup and Texas
Wildscapes programs for Texas Parks and Wildlife. Last year’s
participants gave this workshop high marks. This class will
explore native plants that are hummingbird friendly - their
characteristics, needs and culture (maybe even some sources!);
garden designs and maintenance tips; as well as feeders and
their proper use (instructor will simply introduce the pros and
cons - the decision is yours).
This two-session workshop will be held the evenings of 8/25
and 9/1 (6:30 - 9:00) with an optional ﬁeld trip on 9/3 to a
local garden, which is noted for its attractive nature-friendly
landscaping. As of the publication deadline, the location hadn’t
been ﬁnalized, so please check the Travis Audubon Society
web site for additional details at http://www.travisaudubon.org/
Education/BirdingClasses.html. The fee will be $20 for TAS
members and $25 for non-members. Participants will receive
a Hummingbird Roundup kit from TPWD as well as other
handouts. To register or receive further information, contact
Roxie Rochat at roxier@austin.rr.com or 345-6935.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Nature Book Club

W

e invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature
Book Club the 4th Thursday of every month at 7:00 pm
at Book People (6th and Lamar). The group is informal and fun,
and you can chose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the
books, or you can pick and chose the meetings featuring books
you would like to discuss. Below is a list of books we will read
for the next few months:
June
The Road to El Cielo - Mexico’s Forest in the Clouds
by Fred and Marie S. Webster
July
On the Wing – To the Edge of the Earth with the
Peregrine Falcon by Alan Tennant
August A Sand County Almanac and Sketches Here and There
by Aldo Leopold
September Of Men and Mountains by William O. Douglas
(United States Supreme Court Justice from 1939 to 1975)
October The Outermost House – A year in the life on the Great
Beach of Cape Cod by Henry Beston
Participants of the Meeting may choose a book to sponsor
for a particular month. The sponsor is asked to think of
approximately ﬁve questions to ask the group about their chosen
book, and if possible, do a little research about the author or any
other relevant information they may ﬁnd interesting.

Clockwise from upper left: Jean Warneke, Marsha Reimer, Jacque
Austin, Margaret Aeschbach, Ann Gardner, Barbara Baggett, Tess
Sherman, and Shelia Hargis. Photo Credit: Theresa Banks

Please note that this list is tentative! Before you commit to
reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call
Terry Banks @451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks@msn.com to
ﬁnd out if the book is still current.
So…Come and join us. Bring your suggestions about future
books and be prepared to have a good time. Hope to see you
soon!

Membership Committee News

L

ast week, Shirley and I paid our annual spring visit to Coby
Dinges’ “Native Texas Butterﬂy Gardens” plant nursery
so that we could further stock our butterﬂy garden, started last
year, as well as get ideas for new plantings. As always, Coby
was more than willing to advise on the plants that would grow
in our part of Texas, whether they were larval or nectar plants,
and how to look after them. Last year
we already increased dramatically
the number of butterﬂy varieties that
visited us, and we’re sure this year will
be no exception.

Chris Doggett
photo credit: Robert Baumgardner

For advice on plants, and directions
to Coby’s place, go to http://www.
travisaudubon.org/Conservation/
UrbanHabitat/ButterﬂyPlants.html,
where our Urban Habitat Chair, Jane
Tillman, has posted information
on appropriate plants and tips for
attracting butterﬂies.

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Our resident barn swallows
have produced their ﬁrst
clutch and the babies are
looking out of the nest
over the front door. The
purple martins are busy,
and we seem to have more
hummingbirds than in past
years, both at our feeders
and at the honeysuckle and
other plants that attract them.

photo credit: Chris Doggett

Membership of our Chapter is approaching 450 folks at various
levels of membership. If you have not joined us as a Chapter
Member, and enjoy receiving Signal Smoke, please help us with
the cost of producing this newsletter, by joining us at whatever
level you feel you can. There’s an application form on our
website as well as on the back page of this publication. We’d
love to have you with us.
Chris Doggett
S I G N A L S M O K E / June 2 0 0 5
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TAS Treasurer’s Report

A

s this piece is being written on May 1st, the “books of account”
for Travis Audubon Society, Inc. are close to being closed for
the ﬁscal year that ended on March 31, 2005. As your new
Treasurer and a recent arrival in central Texas, therefore new to Travis
Audubon, I am struck by what the year-end ﬁnancial information tells
me. (Keep in mind that we numbers types read ﬁnancial statements
the way the rest of you read books – i.e., for the story!)
In rough numbers…. Travis Audubon got most of its current
operating income as a result of membership dues ($12,700 this
year, with related direct fund-raising costs of $2,400) and the Annual
Appeal ($9,700, with printing and mailing costs of $1,200), plus
United Way speciﬁed contributions of $2,300 and other miscellaneous
contributions of $2,800. That’s a total of $27,500 to defray operating
expenses that amounted to $93,500.
But wait! There was another $12,800 of income raised from members
and friends for speciﬁc operating purposes (education programs,
conservation activities, etc.) that helped to defray those $93,500 in
costs. National Audubon passed $11,500 through to Travis Audubon
via a revenue-sharing program based on our membership/activities in
the last two ﬁscal years (a program that ended this year and will be
replaced with an as-yet-undeﬁned future program). That’s another
$24,300 to help defray expenses of $93,500, so our members/friends
covered $51,800, or 55%, of the operating costs last year.
What I read in the above numbers is that Travis Audubon has a
supportive membership that cares about its programs and avails itself
of the offered member activities.
How the money was spent to some degree tells me what the priorities
of the organization have been:
1. The greatest single expense was the publication and distribution of
this newsletter, Signal Smoke ($27,500). (In my view, the newsletter
speaks for itself!)
2. The second largest category of expense was all of those mundane
things necessary to keep Travis Audubon functioning – costs of
liability insurance, storage units and post ofﬁce boxes, clerical help
and ofﬁce supplies, an audit of the ﬁnancial statements, training for the
Board to help develop a strategic plan, new ByLaws, etc. ($22,500).

3.
Not included in the $93,500 of operating expenses, but
the third-place disbursement for the year, was the $19,000 purchase
of a lot in Apache Shores, the development that includes the Kyles’
Chaetura Canyon native habitat acreage that has become summer
home to a huge chimney swift population as well as numerous other
bird species.
4.
Number four were the costs related to the various education
programs that Travis Audubon offers – adult classes ranging from
Beginning Birding to Sparrow (or Hummingbird or Shorebird)
Identiﬁcation or Birding By Ear, to providing Audubon Adventures
kits to elementary school teachers, to conducting a birding camp for
children and sponsoring two children’s (elementary and junior high
aged) teams in the Great Texas Birding Classic. Those costs amounted
to $12,200 (but were defrayed by $8,200 in tuition paid and direct
contributions for activities in the schools).
5.
In ﬁfth place was the maintenance/operation of Baker
Sanctuary, Travis Audubon’s large tract of land near Leander that
hosts golden-cheeked warbler habitat and is one part of the Balcones
14
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Canyonlands Preservation Partnership ($11,600 offset by speciﬁc
income from hunting leases and contributions of $2,900). The
BCPP appears to be a model of private (nonproﬁt) and governmental
organizations working together to preserve wild places and essential
wildlife habitat.
6.
Sixth place? Conservation efforts ($10,000 offset by
$2,600 of speciﬁc income) ranging from sponsoring the nationwide
Hawkwatch migrating raptor count at Hornsby Bend for three months
in the fall, to contributing funds to preserve golden-cheeked warbler
wintering grounds habitat in Guatemala, to giving major manpower
and ﬁnancial support to Lago Vista’s Songbird Festival (occurring
as I write this), which celebrates and educates regarding the goldencheeked warbler and the black-capped vireo, our two local endangered
avians, as well as other migrating passerines.
7.
And the rest of the money went to monthly programs for
the membership, urban habitat education and assistance, promotion of
Travis Audubon through logo visibility on shirts and the sale of local
area checklists, web site maintenance, ﬁnancial support to like-minded
organizations and their programs, ﬁeld trips led by volunteers, etc.
What do those expenditure numbers tell me? Primarily that Travis
Audubon is acting very much in accordance with its mission to
“promote the enjoyment, understanding (see items 1, 4, and 7 above)
and preservation of…wildlife and…habitat in central Texas (see items
3, 5, and 6).”
How did the deﬁcit in income over expenses get paid? Travis
Audubon has a signiﬁcant endowment fund, the earnings and growth
in which took up part of the slack during the last year. It also has
an operating reserve investment fund from which $50,000 was
withdrawn, but not all used, during the year. The latter had $300,000
of value at the beginning of the year and ended the year with a value
of $275,000: it had grown in underlying value but not sufﬁciently to
cover the withdrawals.
So what does my reading of all of this tell me, beyond the fact that
there is a solid (but small for a metropolitan area the size of Austin’s)
volunteer base that avails itself of the beneﬁts offered and provides
decent ﬁnancial support?
1. We conceivably could spend all of our money over time if we
aren’t careful, don’t expand our enthusiastic membership base, don’t
raise more money, etc.; and
2. We have HUGE volunteer hours being donated. Baker Sanctuary
is maintained through volunteer effort (the expenses are 100% for
supplies, utilities, etc.). Volunteers give their time to present the youth
education programs, and the paid instructors for the adult classes
are likely earning something less than minimum wage in terms of
hours spent. There are no manpower expenses for Board and ofﬁcer
efforts, ﬁeld trips, urban habitat presentations and consultations, booth
presence at local nature festivals and similar events, membership and
web site maintenance, logistics and promotion of sales of checklist
and logo items, etc.
Look for a future newsletter blurb regarding the funds we have
in reserve for land purchases, endowment, and other restricted
donation items. You have likely had your ﬁll of “the numbers”
by now! Anyone wanting more information, please contact me at
janew458@earthlink.net.
Jane Wilson
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES

TAS Volunteer Opportunities

T

ravis Audubon Society depends on the generous
donation of time and effort from our volunteers to
accomplish our mission. No matter how much time
you have available to donate, we would love your help.
Below are a variety of volunteer opportunities. You will notice
that we have a lot of repeat postings each month, this is where
we need you the most. Find something that interests you and
get involved! You can help as little or much as you want. Not
only will you make a contribution to the society, you’ll also
meet some great new friends and birding buddies. Check our
website for updates. If by chance you don’t see anything that
interests you on the list, contact our Volunteer Opportunities
coordinator, Rob Bates, at robertkbates@hotmail.com or 5289317 to discuss speciﬁc interests and talents that you’d like to
put to work for TAS. Thank you!
Sales Chair, TAS is in need of someone to take the role of
Sales Chair over immediately. Please contact Shelia Hargis if
you are interested at shargis@austin.rr.com .
Volunteer Coordinator, TAS is in need of a Temporary
(or permanent, if you want) Coordinator of Volunteer
Opportunities to ﬁll in for myself (Rob Bates) during the
summer, for I will be in Arizona. If you are interested, please
contact Rob Bates at robertkbates@hotmail.com or (512) 5289317.

committee members alternating in handling class registration,
coordination with instructors, as well as developing new
classes. Some committee members serve as volunteer
presenters to organizations, such as nature clubs, classrooms,
etc. The chair prepares the meeting agenda and chairs
meetings, assuring that the classes are announced and held on
schedule in accordance with guidelines. Contact Jean Martin
at jeanmartin@austin.rr.com .
Youth Education Committee Members: help coordinate youth
educational opportunities, assist with our fall youth camp,
conduct speaking programs to local organizations. Contact
Julia Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.com or 9267312.
Field Trip Committee Members: help coordinate ﬁeld trips.
Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
Field Trip Leaders: lead a ﬁeld trip to your favorite birding
location. Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
Property & Finance Committee Member someone that is
interested in the basic ﬁnancial running of the society can
contact Pat Dillon at (512) 453-7555.

Latin America Committee, TAS’s Latin America Committee
needs someone to man their table at the Migratory Bird Day
“after party” on May 14th. If you are interested in helping out,
please contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com .
Birders to Survey Private Land: Occasionally we get requests
from individuals for a birder or birders to visit their property
and survey the birds. If interested, contact myself, Rob Bates
at 528-9317 or robertkbates@hotmail.com. I’ll maintain a list
of volunteers for future requests.
Translators; English to Spanish: The Latin America
Committee is looking for anyone that may be interested
in helping us translate publications from English into
Spanish. Anyone interested should contact Rob Bates at
robertkbates@hotmail.com or 512-528-9317.
Membership Committee Members: help maintain &
increase our membership. Contact Chris Doggett at
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Adult Education Committee Members: In addition to
the need for committee members to help coordinate adult
educational opportunities, we are seeking a chair, who would
be willing to assume the responsibility by summer 2005. This
is a committee for which teamwork is very important, with
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Austin Butterfly Forum
The Austin Butterﬂy Forun meets the
4th Monday of the month at 7pm at
the Zilker Botanical Gardens - 2220
Barton Springs Rd.
Upcoming speakers and topics include:
 June 27, 2005, Butterﬂies of the Rio
Grande Valley - David and Jan Dauphin
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Local and National
Audubon
Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, and research projects. You may also join
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive the
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through
the mail), priority sign-up on local field trips, and educational
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and programs.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$10
$20
$30
$60

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size _________________
 This is a gift membership from _________________________
 I would like to save TAS money and natural resources.
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy.
Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

