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Keeping Cats Indoors Isn’t Just For The Birds!
by Susan Schaffel
ach year, millions of cats are run over by cars, mauled by dogs, poisoned and lost.
Hundreds of millions of birds and small mammals are killed annually by freeroaming cats. The suffering of both cats and birds is all the more tragic because it is so
unnecessary.

E

On February 8, 2001, Austin City Council, John Herron, Chief of Wildlife Diversity
Texas Parks & Wildlife, said: “We are concerned about predation on wildlife by freeranging cats, not just feral cats but stray cats and pet cats that are allowed outside.
Studies indicate that we now have more than twice as many cats as there were in
1970. No surprise to those of us who have seen the City of Austin grow. These
studies indicate that in general, there is one cat for every 6 people in the U.S. This
means that there are about 100,000 cats in Austin. Cats Kill; on average 30 animals
a year. This means that cats in Austin kill about 3,000,000 wild animals every year.
This predation pressure adds to the natural predation these animals face from foxes,
coyotes, snakes, bobcats, hawks and owls – in fact in many studies cat predation is
estimated to equal or exceed all other predation pressure combined.”
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“Some folks are passionate about their feeling
that cats should be outside, but you need to ask
yourselves why we should have a double standard
of prohibiting stray dogs but not stray cats. Why
should one citizen have to be affected by a neighbor
allowing their pets to trespass on the property of
others?”
Today’s cat owners face an important decision:
“Should I keep my cat indoors?” For your cat’s
sake, and that of the birds and other wildlife in your
neighborhood, the answer to that question must be
“yes!”
Continued on page 6

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Thursday, March 17, 7:00 p.m.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for social time

Program: Snakes Alive! The Herpetology of Central Texas (see page 11 for details)
Speaker: Bill Brooks, natualist & amatuer herpetologist
New Location: Lower Colorado River Authority Board Room
3700 Lake Austin Blvd , Austin.
The board room is located in the Hancock Building, the middle building in the courtyard.
We’ll be in the room on your left upon entering the building.
Parking available in garage.
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LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

A

re you ready for migration? It won’t be long now. As
your calendar ﬁlls up, don’t forget to save April 16 for
Austin Nature Day. Help us show the wonderful, migrating
birds to all of those potential birders! Check out our website
for the schedule of events and ways in which you can help.
On January 24, Fred Scott Donaldson died as a result of
congestive heart failure. He was 79 years old. Fred was a
long-time birder and member of Travis Audubon Society.
Our thoughts are with Judy Donaldson, Fred’s wife and
fellow birder, during this difﬁcult time.

Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner
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The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding,
and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.
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Most of you probably know Bill Reiner. A while back, Bill brought to our attention
the fact that our mission statement wasn’t technically correct from a grammatical
standpoint. Bill pointed out that birds are wildlife, so he suggested adding “other”
before “wildlife.” The board agreed, so our mission statement now reads: “to
promote the enjoyment, understanding, and preservation of birds, other wildlife,
Continued on page 8
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URBAN HABITAT DEVELOPMENT
by Jane Tillman

Swim in Your Wildlife Habitat…

I

f you have ever fantasized
about ridding yourself of
the maintenance issues
surrounding a pool, follow in
the footsteps of Andy and Julia
Balinsky. When the pool turned
green one too many times, Andy
Jane Tillman, decided just to keep it empty.
photo by Robert Baumgardner That plan lasted until the next
Austin downpour. The next step
was to put plants in. They are all kept in pots. Pickerelweed,
powdery thalia, eelgrass, native water lilies, dollar wort and
miniature cattails all call the pool home now. Gambusia keep
the mosquito larvae at bay. Alas, they keep the dragonﬂy larvae
population down too, so Andy is experimenting with a locally
obtained Long-eared Sunﬁsh to prey on the Gambusia. No
pump is used.
It did not take too long for Gulf Coast Toads, a Red-eared
Slider and a Texas Cooter to move in. So far the big surprise
was a Black- bellied Whistling Duck that celebrated July 4th,
2003 in the pool. (It helps that the Balinskys’ home backs
up to a tributary of Little Walnut Creek, and that a stock tank
downstream hosts Black-bellieds from time to time.) A Green
Heron and a Belted Kingﬁsher have also been by to check out
the pickings. When asked whether the pond could be a pool
again, Andy doesn’t see a problem. Replastering would be the
main expense. This won’t happen anytime soon.

Sign up to be a Habitat Steward and
Give Wildlife a Helping Hand!

I

s your own backyard already a haven for wildlife? Do you like to
garden? Would you like to help others connect to nature without
the need to get in the car and go somewhere to see it? If you
answered yes, then take advantage of this upcoming opportunity!
The National Wildlife Federation and Travis Audubon Society’s
Urban Habitat Committee will sponsor a Habitat Stewards™
volunteer training program this April. Habitat Stewards™ is
a mentoring program of NWF’s Backyard Wildlife Habitat™
program. The goal is for Habitat Stewards to help members of our
community create, maintain and learn about gardening for wildlife
at home and in the community.
The Habitat Stewards training will be held in Austin in April,
beginning on Wednesday, April 6. The four Wednesday classes
(April 6, 13, 20 and 27) are scheduled for 6-9 p.m. Various Austin
locations will be used. The sites to be used on Saturdays in April
are Wild Basin Wilderness (April 9 from 9:30 – 4 p.m.), Lady Bird
Johnson Wildﬂower Center (April 16 from 9:00 – 4 p.m.), and the
Gracywoods Neighborhood (April 23 from 9 – 3 p.m.). Guest
speakers will include Kelly Bender, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Urban Biologist; Elizabeth McGreevy Seiler, Landscape Architect;
Coby Dinges, Native Texas Butterﬂy Nursery; Cathy Nordstrom,
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

photos courtesy of Julia & Andy Balinsky

Landscape Designer; and NWF’s Marya Fowler, Bill Stout and
Jennifer Ellis. (Thanks to Wild Basin Wilderness Preserve, the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildﬂower Center and our wonderful speakers for their
support of this program.)
In total, Habitat Stewards will receive at least 24 hours of training,
which will focus on native plants, site inventory and design,
gardening basics for our Austin soils, and butterﬂy, bird and
pollinator friendly gardening. Participants will get hands on practice,
creating a native shrub bed on the Northstar Greenbelt. Habitat.
Stewards will be expected to “pay back” 50 hours of volunteer time
to reach out to the community and help transform our landscaping
practices to beneﬁt wildlife. Don’t let this commitment stop you.
There are so many easy ways in Austin to get these hours in. You
can visit Travis Audubon members who just need a little advice to
certify their backyard wildlife habitat, or participate in work days to
remove non-native vegetation at our nature preserves, or lead a “bird
friendly” trees and shrubs walk at your local park.
Training is $35 and volunteers will receive a Habitat Stewards “tool
kit”. For more information or to request an application, contact
Jane Tillman, at mljt@mail.utexas.edu or 794-0058. Registration is
limited. Application deadline is March 28.
S I G N A L S M O K E / March 2 0 0 5
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NATURALIST’S

CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

Watched a black and white creeper from Bittern
Cliff, a very neat and active bird, exploring the
limbs on all sides and looking three or four ways
almost at once for insects. Now and then it
raises its head a little, opens its bill, and without
closing it, utters its faint seeser seeser seeser.
– Henry David Thoreau

A

s the deciduous oaks begin to take on a bright green
haze of ﬂowers and new leaves, Thoreau’s “black and
white creeper” – now known as the Black-and-white Warbler
– returns to the woodlands of central Texas. Colored like a
Downy Woodpecker, but striped like a Brown Creeper, and
acting more like a nuthatch than anything else, it doesn’t seem
to be a warbler at all. As it spirals up a tree trunk or hops along
a branch, examining the bark, it is easy to see how the early
ornithologists might have been confused about how to classify
it.

Yet the Black-and-white Warbler is deﬁnitely a warbler. Its
thin, sharp bill, like those of other warblers, is completely
unsuitable for hammering at bark the way woodpeckers and
nuthatches use their chisel-like bills. Its tail is not structured
for use as a prop on vertical surfaces the way creeper and
woodpecker tails are. As a matter of fact, except for minor
structural differences – such as an elongated rear toe (hallux) for
better clinging ability – its body is very much like that of any
other warbler.
The male’s song, too, is high-pitched and squeaky, like those of
some of the other warblers. It sounds something like a hamster
wheel in need of oiling.
For many years, ornithologists considered the Black-and-white
Warbler a close cousin to the Brown Creeper, in the family
Certhiidae. In 1859, the eminent zoologist and Smithsonian
Institution secretary Spencer Baird (for whom Baird’s Sandpiper
was named) determined that the species was actually a warbler,
but different enough to warrant its own genus. It received the
name Mniotilta varia – the genus name (pronounced nigh-oTILT-uh) comes from Greek words mnion, moss, and tillein, to
pull out, and the species name means variegated.
“Variegated Moss-Plucker?” Well, in a way. Like other
warblers, a Black-and-white Warbler will sometimes search
for food among a tree’s leaves and outer branches. It might
even dart into the air to snatch a ﬂying insect. What sets it
apart from others of its family is its favored foraging niche: the
trunks and major limbs. No other warbler spends as much of its
time searching these areas for food. It searches especially for
caterpillars and adult moths and butterﬂies, but also for borers,
click beetles and other beetles, daddy longlegs, ants, ﬂies, bugs,
spiders, and a variety of other arthropods, including egg masses
and pupae. So, yes, it might appear as if this zebra-plumaged
4
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bird is plucking moss.
Their method of foraging may allow Black-and-white Warblers
to migrate north earlier in the spring than other warblers. They
do not need to wait for deciduous trees to unfurl new leaves,
for they can often ﬁnd dormant insects and insect eggs in the
crevices of tree bark, or under the loose bark of dead limbs. A
few may even remain in the extreme southern United States
through the winter, though most migrate into Mexico, Central
America, northern South America, or the Caribbean.
They arrive in central Texas about the same time as the
Golden-cheeked Warblers, and a family may share a forested
Hill Country canyon with that species. Here again, the mossplucker’s foraging niche is an advantage. A Black-and-white’s
territory can completely overlap a Golden-cheek’s territory with
very little direct competition for food, since the Golden-cheeks
concentrate on the outer branches.
Black-and-white Warblers are not so speciﬁc in their nesting
requirements as are Golden-cheeks. They are equally at home
in the Post Oak woods and pine/oak forests east of Austin.
For that matter, the Edwards Plateau is only the southwestern
corner of an extensive range that stretches east to the Atlantic
coast, north through Thoreau’s New England to Newfoundland,
then northwest as far as Mackenzie Territory in northwestern
Canada.
As much time as Black-and-white Warblers spend on tree
trunks and branches, you might think that they, like other barkforagers, would use a cavity for a nest. They would certainly
know the location of every knothole in their territory. The
female, however, builds her nest on the ground, usually next
to a tree trunk or stump, or under a log or fallen branches.
Once she begins incubating eggs, she is very tolerant of close
approach, sometimes not budging until she is actually touched.
If ﬂushed, however, she will perform a distraction display to
lure the potential predator away.
Ecologist Frederick Gehlbach notes that Black-and-white
Warblers soon disappear from suburban woodlots. He suggests
one reason for their disappearance is that ground-nesting birds
are easy prey for the increasing numbers of rats, ﬁre ants, and
free-roaming cats of suburbia. Because of their extensive range,
the numbers of Black-and-white Warblers have not diminished
dramatically, and the population is actually much healthier than
those of other warblers. If we can continue to preserve large
blocs of forest, future generations will be able to enjoy the
antics of this “black and white creeper.”
- The author, who has never witnessed a Black-and-white Warbler’s
distraction display, and hopes someday to see his ﬁrst nest, relied
upon several resources for this article. Among these were: John C.
Kricher’s account of the Black-and-white Warbler, no. 158 in the The
Birds of North America series; Messages from the Wild, by Frederick
R. Gehlbach; and Wood Warblers’ World, by Hal H. Harrison.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

THE

DAN CALLAWAY

REPORT

Birding to Lake Somerville --- 1/26/05
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey, Homer Cunningham,
Jim Patton, Catﬁsh Kelly and Dan Callaway
Target bird: Swamp Sparrow
We proceeded east from Austin on 290. At the Bastrop/Lee Co
line, we turned right on CR 202, which becomes Friendship
Crossing back into Bastrop Co. Left on Saegert and left on
Paffen which becomes Lee CR 203 back to 290. Good birds in
this area were Red-shouldered Hawk, Crested Caracara, and
Eastern Bluebird. We all had great views of a pair of Blueheaded Vireos. This was unusual to see two, hence the old
name, Solitary Vireo. In Giddings we noticed two Eurasian
Collared-Doves. We turned left on FM 141 and spotted ﬁfteen
Ring-necked Ducks on a farm pond. About a mile passed
Middle Yegua Creek, we turned right on CR 430. About a
quarter mile beyond the second “L” turn, we drove into the
WMA.
The gate was open so we parked about 100 yards in and walked
down a narrow lane to the right. At the end of the lane, an old
artesian well helps feed the swamp. Most of us only got ﬂeeting
glimpses of Swamp Sparrows as they ﬂew up then back down
below view among the reeds. Other good “shy” birds here were
a Marsh Wren, a Common Yellowthroat, and a Song Sparrow.
A few White-throated Sparrows were seen by all. We continued
on CR 430 and turned right at the next two intersections. At

FM 1697 we turned left, then left on CR 125, then left on
FM 180 and into Nails Creek State Park on Lake Somerville.
While eating lunch in the picnic area near the boat ramp, we
watched a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and a pair of Red-bellied
Woodpeckers. The lake teemed with waterfowl including Great
Blue Herons, Great Egrets, American Coots, a pair of Mallards
and a Spotted Sandpiper. Flotillas of hungryAmerican Pelicans
were following close behind diving cormorants in hopes to steal
their prey. Ring-billed Gulls and Forster’s Terns were plunging
from aloft.
At the east end of the camping area, we walked along the
creek and swampy area in search of more Swamp Sparrows.
The recent ﬂooding had apparently washed away their food
supply. We did ﬂush a pair on Northern Pintails and discovered
a recently deceased male Hooded Merganser. Near the park
entrance, we called up a House Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher,
Brown Thrasher (brief glimpse), Hermit Thrush, Spotted
Towhee (heard only), and a Lincoln’s Sparrow. Eight sparrow
species were seen for the day but not one single White-crown or
Harris’s.
Total species: 68 (31 by 9am, 40 by 10 am, 53 by noon, and 59
by 1 pm)
Best bird: Blue-headed Vireo
Dominant bird: American Robin

Mark Your Calendar for Saturday, April 16, 2005

AUSTIN NATURE DAY

A

ustin Nature Day, a new annual event in Austin, patterned after the highly successful Austin Museum Day, will take place
on April 16, 2005, at more than 20 locations around our beautiful city! Austin may be the Live Music Capital of the
World, but it is also regarded as one of the most innovative and environmentally aware communities in the nation. To celebrate
the beauty, vitality and diversity of natural resources that contribute to Austin’s high quality of life, a group of county and city
agencies and educational organizations have joined together to invite the community to explore a variety of special events
throughout the Austin area.
Participating agencies and organizations will be offering a wide-range of activities including art projects, gardening lectures and
demonstrations, guided daytime and nighttime hikes, river rafting, and other unique opportunities for individuals and families to
experience and enjoy the open spaces and natural places that make Austin special.
Travis Audubon’s activities will include bird walks at numerous locations, Common Austin Birds presentations, and Gardening
for Birds presentations. Check our website for more details. We need help pulling this off, so contact the following people if
you can help:
Charles Stephens if you can lead a bird walk
Jean Martin if you can give a Common Austin Birds presentation
Jane Tillman if you can give a Gardening for Birds presentation.
(The presentations are provided. We just need someone to present them.)

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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...Keeping Cats Indoors is for the Cats
The average life expectancy of an outdoor cat is just two to ﬁve
years, while an indoor cat may survive for 17 or more years.
Cats who roam are constantly in danger.
GENERAL HAZARDS TO FREE-ROAMING CATS
Cars: Cars kill millions of cats each year in the U. S. and
maim countless others, either from being hit or from crawling
inside the hood of a car to get warm in the winter. Automobile
accidents also occur as drivers attempt to avoid hitting a cat in
the road.
Poisoning: Cats can ﬁnd chemicals that are poisonous to them
on treated lawns, in rat or mice bait, and on driveways and roads
from antifreeze leaked or drained from cars. Antifreeze tastes
sweet to a cat, but as little as one teaspoon can be fatal.
Animal Attacks: Outdoor cats can be injured or killed by freeroaming dogs, wildlife, and other cats. Cats can suffer torn ears,
scratched eyes, abscesses and other injuries requiring expensive
veterinary treatment. Fatal diseases can be transmitted by bites
and scratches from infected animals.
Human Abuse: Animal care and control agencies often learn of
situations in which cats have been burned, stabbed, or hurt by
other means. Free-roaming cats are also susceptible to theft.
Traps: Cats can get caught in traps set for other animals and
may become injured or suffer before being released.
Overpopulation: Unaltered outdoor cats are the main source
of cat overpopulation, causing millions of unwanted cats to be
euthanized at animal shelters each year. Humane societies and
animal control agencies struggle daily to rescue, treat, feed, and
house stray and unwanted cats.
Dealing with this preventable tragedy costs taxpayers millions
of dollars each year.
HOW TO MAKE YOUR OUTDOOR CAT A HAPPY
INDOOR CAT
► Although it takes patience, an outdoor cat can become a
perfectly content indoor pet. Some people make the transition
from outdoors to indoors gradually, bringing their cats inside
for increasingly longer stays. Other people bring the cat in and
shut the door for good. Either way, the key is to provide lots of
attention and stimulation while the cat is indoors.
► Your geographic location may affect your schedule of
change; choose a good time of year to bring the cat indoors. In
many parts of the country, the easiest time of year to make this
conversion is during the cold winter months when your cat is
more likely to want to be inside anyway. By the end of winter,
your cat may be completely content to remain inside.
► Substitute outside excursions with periods of special
6
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continued from front page

playtime. Supervised trips out on the patio can also make the
transition from outside to inside a little easier. Cats need human
companionship to be happy, and when they spend all their time
out of doors, they get very little attention. An outdoor cat may
welcome the indoors if he or she gets more love, attention, and
play.
► To keep your cat occupied indoors, provide secure cat
condos, which offer interesting places to lounge, play and
scratch. You should also provide scratching posts, corrugated
cardboard or sisal rope for your cat to scratch. Praise your cat
for using them.

► To encourage your outdoor cat to exercise, offer
interesting toys, especially those that are interactive. These
usually consist of a long pole and attached line with fabric
or feathers at the end of the line. Some cats enjoy searching
for toys. If your cat likes to explore the house looking for
“prey,” hide toys in various places so your cat can ﬁnd them
throughout the day. Be sure that the toys are not so small that
they can be swallowed or get stuck in your cat’s throat. Cats
also enjoy ping-pong balls, paper bags and cardboard boxes.
Lots more happy cat tips available online,
plus information on products, and feline diseases.
Read more at travisaudubon.org
Adapted from, “All Cats Should Be Indoor Cats” by Rhonda
Lucas Donald, Shelter Sense, August 1990, and “From
Outdoors to Indoors” by Karen Commings, Cat Fancy,
September 1993. Other information adapted and reprinted
with permission from John Herron and THE AMERICAN
BIRD CONSERVANCY - www.abcbirds.org/cats
Travis Audubon Society supports American Bird Conservancy’s
Cats Indoors! program. We are working to educate the citizens
of the Austin area about the threat free-roaming cats pose to
birds and other wildlife and about the dangers cats face when
allowed to roam freely. Please take a few minutes to educate
yourself by visiting ABC’s website (www.abcbirds.org/cats) and
then help us get the word out!
Ways you can help:
» Keep your cats indoors or provide an appropriate
outdoor enclosure.
» Educate your neighbors about the issues.
» Volunteer to contact and/or distribute Cats
Indoors! brochures to nature stores, pet stores,
vet clinics, community centers, neighborhood
associations, etc.
» Get your neighborhood association to publish an
article similar to the one above.
Contact Susan Schaffel at localbirds@hotmail.com or 301-5478
to volunteer or for more information. Thank you!

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

DASTARDLY DUOS
Reprinted with permission from Tucson Audubon Society
(www.tucsonaudubon.org). (First appearing in the March
2001 Vermilion Flycatcher newsletter).

species does not breed locally, but this plumage is present on
post-breeding dispersal birds). Also notice that the Doublecrested has orange lores, while the Neotropic’s are dark.

Neotropic and Double-crested Cormorants

So remember, Neotropics are slimmer and longer-tailed, with a
“V”-shaped gular pouch; Double-cresteds are bulky and shorter
tailed, with a curved shape to their pouch. Keep these tips in
mind and you may have one less “sp” on your day’s list.

By Larry Liese

A

s winter is closing out and new avian arrivals are about to
come our way, we will be shifting our attention from the
deeper water of winter waterfowl to the shallows and mudﬂats
of shorebirds. Before we do that, let’s make one last stop in this
habitat. A confusing pair that used to give me lots of trouble are
the Neotropic and Double-crested Cormorants.
The main trouble with this species duo is that one is usually
viewing them from a fair distance. Using a spotting scope will
make all the difference here. Many times a binocular view will
yield inconclusive results while a scope view leaves no doubt.
Well, that’s the reward for lugging one around !
The main differences between these two cormorants are in body
shape and in the gular pouch, an area around the throat bare of
feathers and brightly colored in most cormorants, more so in the
breeding season. The Neotropic Cormorant is smaller, with a
noticeably slimmer head and neck. It also has a proportionally
longer tail, sometimes hanging into the water if a surface level
perch is being used. In ﬂight, the tail appears the same length as
the head and neck, while on a Double-crested Cormorant it will
not. Beware the oft-mentioned “kink” in the neck of the Doublecrested, for the Neotropic can show this ﬁeld mark as well. I was
surprised to learn this fact and in checking it out at Patagonia
Lake found that, sure enough, Neotropics that we had just
identiﬁed had a noticeable kink in their necks as they ﬂew by !

In the Austin area, the Travis Audubon Society Checklist
indicates that Neotropic and Double-crested Cormorants
can be found together during March, April, May, and then
possibly again in September and October. Look for them in the
Colorado River and the Highland Lakes.

By far the most conclusive ﬁeld mark is the shape of the gular
region. The Neotropic has a noticeably narrow horizontal “V”
shape to it, coming to a point behind the gape. On Doublecrested Cormorants the bare area extends downwards at the rear,
yielding a very different look. The gular region is also bordered
in white on the Neotropic, bolder in the breeding season (this

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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President’s Letter - continued
and their habitats in Central Texas.”
In mid-January, Terry Austin, Executive Director of Audubon
Texas, facilitated a strategic planning session for us. Eight
board members participated. We discussed such topics as the
Why & How of Planning; Mission/Vision/Values; Situational
Analysis; Creating a Plan; Allocating Resources; and
Monitoring, Evaluating, and Revising the Plan. We completed
a situational analysis for TAS, and we began to develop our
operations plan for the coming year. Using many of the ideas
that we developed during our board retreat in August, we
prioritized our objectives, deﬁned strategies, and organized
them into a manageable plan.
Since then, we have tweaked the plan and have met with
committee chairs to get their buy-in. Since most of the work
will be done by committees this was a critical component.

B

irds in the Hand is a new anthology of ﬁction and poetry
which, like a city park, is not so much about birds as it is
populated by them. It is a collection of stories and poems that are
concerned less with ﬁeld marks than the feelings that mark us long
after the birds have ﬂown.
It was compiled and edited by Kent and Dylan Nelson. Kent and
his daughter, Dylan, resided in Austin in the late ‘70s while he was
teaching creative writing at the University of Texas. I met Kent
while watching birds late one evening and returned home to break
the news to my non-birder wife that I had invited a new couple
to dinner. Upon her inquiry about where we had met, I replied in
an answer poorly calculated to produce a sociable effect: “At the
sewage ponds.” If you, like my wife at the time, don’t understand
the invitation, then this is probably not your kind of book.
Owls, hummingbirds, hawks, sparrows, wrens, herons, and other
species ﬁgure prominently in stories and poems of this collection
authored by some of the leading writers in ﬁction: Barry Lopez,
Barbara Kingsolver, Eudora Welty, Flannery O’Connor, and Jim
Harrison.
The stories are by turns comical and poignant, disturbing and
exhilarating. In Sheri Joseph’s story “The Elixir,” the power to
heal a hummingbird entangled in a spider’s web sharply contrasts
the writer’s powerlessness over the illness of her child. Mark
Helperin’s story, “A Dove of the East,” explores an improbable
spiritual connection between a man and a dove, both of whom are
irretrievably broken by events.
The poetry is the most surprising charm of the book to this
frequent reader of ﬁction, but infrequent reader of poetry. That
partly attributable to the selective editing of this edition, and
largely attributable to the fact that it features two Nobel poets:
Derek Walcott and Seamus Heaney, and ﬁve US Poet Laureates:
Richard Wilbur, Robert Hass, Rita Dove, Billy Collins and Robert
Penn Warren.
8

S I G N A L S M O K E / March 2 0 0 5

The committee chairs helped us further deﬁne the strategies.
They will now take the plan, deﬁne the tasks involved for each
strategy, and get to work!
The plan also helped us see where we need new committees or
task forces. We’ll need help, so stay tuned for new volunteer
opportunities.
Have I sparked your interest yet? Are you curious to see the
plan? Join us for our annual business meeting on March 17.
During our presentation, we will highlight the plan. The plan is
also on our website.
As always, check out our volunteer opportunities and join us as
we work toward fulﬁlling our mission! See you in a class, on a
ﬁeld trip, and/or at the March meeting.

The images captured by the net of poetry resonate in familiar
ways. For instance, in “The Heron,” Wendell Berry describes
yellow warblers by a riverside:
. . . and the warblers
appear among the leaves of the willows,
their ﬂight like gold thread
quick in the live tapestry of the leaves.
Having once kept a half dozen or so simultaneous lists of birds,
a compulsion that I ﬁnally shook off with some difﬁculty, I
rediscovered both the malady and the incomplete cure described in
a poem by Brendan Galvin entitled “One For the Life List”:
I promised myself again
I’d swear off this year.
Instead I’ve come back
for just one more, a failed
teetotaler of birds …
For the most improbable metaphor of all, one need only turn to
the poem by David Bottoms entitled “Under the Vulture Tree.”
Drifting silently in a boat under a tree occupied by hundreds of
turkey vultures, “feathering the dead tree in black,” he called them
by a name he had never before used, but nevertheless a name for
what they are:
[T]hose dwarfed transﬁguring angels . . .
who pray over the leaf graves of the anonymous lost
with mercy enough to consume us all and give us wings.
The book concludes with a poem by Derek Walcott entitled
“The Season of Phantasmal Peace.” The last lines of the poem
summarize what is left after the ﬂocks of geese pass, and what the
soaring ospreys trails behind:
And this season lasted one moment, like the pause
between dusk and darkness, between fury and peace,
but, for such as our earth is now, it lasted long.
This book reads as if it lasted one moment. However, the images
in the book will last a long time.
Birds in the Hand may be obtained through the publisher, North
Point Press, 19 Union Square West, NY, NY 10003. It is 369
pages and costs $24.00. It is also available at amazon.com.
review by Jack Latson
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

Baker Sanctuary News
out since our November 2004 rains. At
this writing, our Mexican Plum, Carolina
Buckthorn and Redbud trees have begun
setting buds, in spite of repeated freezes.
The bluebonnets in the Old Garden area
west of us have spread even more and
we anticipate a good year for other wild
ﬂowers, as well.

W

e started the New Year off
with a roar, literally! At 11:00
PM on January 1st, thrashing rotor
blades awakened us as the Starﬂight
rescue helicopter hovered overhead.
We got up and looked outside in
time to see an ambulance pass by
and the searchlights from Starﬂight
probing the dark woods just west of
us. We got up, dressed and headed
into the woods in a light drizzle to
see what had happened. A Travis
County Deputy informed us that a
pickup truck had crashed through our
fence and into the woods across from the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality Air Monitor Station. Neither occupant
of the vehicle was injured seriously, but the truck was a total
loss. Two wreckers were needed to extract the truck pinned in
by the junipers. Fortunately, the driver had insurance and we
ﬁled a claim. On January 4th, I faxed three quotes to the driver’s
insurance company to repair the fence. On January 12th, Allied
Fence Company came out, set one new line post, three T-posts
and restrung the wire to close the ﬁfty-foot hole torn in our ﬁvestrand barbed wire fence.
We ﬁnished the ﬁrst month of the new-year with just over two
inches of rain. However, the Sanctuary hasn’t completely dried

You Are Invited!
Interested individuals, both TAS
members and non-members alike,
photo credit: Marcie Wilcox
are invited to our annual Open House
scheduled for Saturday, March 19th
from 9:00 AM until noon. This is a great time to take a guided
tour of the Sanctuary and see Golden-cheeked Warblers as
well as other natural history items of interest. This year, we
are going to have an urban-wildland interface display from
the Texas Forest Service as well as butterﬂy, plant and spider
walks. So, please consider carpooling, bring a sack lunch to
eat in the parking lot (drinks will be furnished), and see what
your Sanctuary has to offer. If you would like to help with our
Open House, please contact me at 219-8425 or email me at
jmwoso@earthlink.net.

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

photo credits: Marcie Wilcox

It’s an Open House!
The Travis Audubon Society Baker Sanctuary’s Annual Open House
to the public will be held on
March 19, 2005 from 9 AM - 12 Noon.
Guides will be available for nature walks to see & identify birds, butterﬂies &
plants. Beverages will be served and if you want to bring a sack lunch, please
do so. Carpooling is strongly encouraged due to limited parking.

Please join us for a
morning in the woods
with Mother Nature.

We are located at
12219 Lime Creek Road, Leander TX.
map available at mappoint.msn.com
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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TAS Events - Mar 2005
Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org

Saturday, March 5, Richard Moya County Park
7:30 AM – 10:00 AM Led by Charles Stephens. Habitat: Riparian woodland along Onion Creek. Also Pecan orchards. Good
field trip for landbirds during spring migration (up to a dozen warbler species have been seen in a day). Possibly
the most reliable spot in Austin for the always-elusive Barn Owl (breeds). Up to 10 sparrow species have
been observed in early March; Swamp Sparrows sometimes overwinter. Great little park on Onion Creek
with access for physically challenged individuals. We’ll stroll along the creek looking for late winter
guests and newly arriving migrants. Directions: From the U.S. Highway 183/Texas Highway 71 junction,
go south on Highway 183 for 2.6 miles to the intersection with Burleson Rd. Turn left (east) onto
Burleson Rd. and follow it for 1.2 mile or 1.6 mile to either of the two park entrances (both of them on the
right). The area accessed via the second entrance usually has more birds and is from where we will begin
the walk. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Sunday, March 6, Mary Moore Seawright Metropolitan Park
7:30 AM – 11:00 AM Led by Charles Stephens. Habitats: Riparian woodland and mesquite-hackberry-cedar woodland. The
field trip best part of this park for birding is the southwest part in and around the paved jogging loop. Slaughter
Creek marks a southern boundary with other feeder creeks winding through. There are numerous dirt
foot paths dissecting this part of the park, too. Harris’s Sparrows are regular winter residents here as well.
Facilities: Trails, restrooms, water fountains, picnic areas. Directions: Heading south on MoPac (Loop 1),
exit at Slaughter Ln. heading east. Follow Slaughter Ln. past Manchaca Rd. and turn south on Bilbrook
Place (the light between Manchaca and United Kingdom). Follow Bilbrook and follow it for 1.1 mile to
Watchful Fox Dr. Turn right onto Watchful Fox and follow it for 0.1 mile to Decker Prairie Dr. Turn left
onto Decker Prairie and follow it for 1/8 mile to a small parking area. Contact Charles Stephens (charles_
stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Saturday, March 12, Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend.
7:00 AM and 4:00 PM Led by Russ Nelson. Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information.
Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend

Saturday, March 12, Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
8:00 – 10:30 AM Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.
Monthly Bird Walk

Saturday, March 19, Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.
Monthly Bird Walk

Saturday, March 19, Baker Sanctuary Open House
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM Mark your calendar now for this event! Guided walks will be conducted around the sanctuary to
Open House welcome our returning Golden-cheeked Warblers back to their breeding grounds. All are welcome.
Contact Marcie or John Wilcox (jmwoso@earthlink.net, 219-8425) for further information.

Training Series for Songbird Festival Field Trip Co-Leaders
ould you be willing to co-lead a field trip at next May’s Lago Vista
Songbird Festival, but don’t think that you know enough about
the birds and other plants and animals in the Balcones Canyonlands
National Wildlife Refuge (BCNWR) ? Well, here’s the opportunity that
you’ve been waiting for ! Over several months and at each meeting, we’ll
spend about an hour reviewing species lists and field guides, then take
a short break, and then spend one-to-two hours in the field to reinforce
what we’ve learned. Several guest instructors will discuss the following
potential topics (but please note that this list is subject to change !):
• March – dragonflies, damselflies, flowers, birding by ear, match
Festival field trips with co-leaders, preliminary Festival logistics
(maps, keys/codes, radios, etc.)
• April – review all bird species likely to be present during the
Festival, final Festival logistics,

W

Snacks will be provided in the classroom. Bring your own field
guides if you have them, but some will also be available to share.
10
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This invitation is going out to the members of the Travis
Audubon Society, the Capital Area Master Naturalists (hours
will count toward the advanced training requirement), the
Highland Lakes Master Naturalists, the Highland Lakes
Birding and Wildflower Society, the Williamson County
Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSoT), the Highland Lakes
NPSoT, the Austin NPSoT, and the Friends of Balcones
Canyonlands National Wildlife Refuge. Participants who
co-lead a field trip at the Songbird Festival will receive free
registration, dinner at the Festival Keynote Address, and
one additional field trip at no charge (CAMN members will
also earn approved volunteer hours). Contact John Kelly
(jfkellyaustin51@hotmail.com, (h) 331-8693), Jean Nance
(jnance@texas.net, (h) 259-0299), or Kathy McCormack
(vefl21@yahoo.com, (w) 698-9880) for meeting date/time
information.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

TAS Events - Mar 2005
Saturday, March 26, Pace Bend Park

7:30 AM -11:00 AM Co-leader needed. Great place to ﬁnd many of our western species in Travis County. Habitats: Lake and
lakefront. Other Park habitats, such as mesquite savannahs and cactus patches, show western dryland
field trip
inﬂuences. We can almost always guarantee a Cactus Wren and Rufous-crowned Sparrows with the
occasional Bushtit and Verdin. Bring snack/water, restrooms available. Directions: From the Texas
Highway 71/RM 620 junction in Bee Cave, follow Texas 71 west for 15 miles to the intersection with RM
2322. Turn right (north) onto RM 2322 and follow it 4 miles to the Park entrance. For information contact
Stan VanSandt (sjziv@juno.com, 707-7438).

Saturday, March 26, Williamson County Regional Park
9 AM -Noon Led by Kathy McCormack. We will walk a level, double-wide, mulched, loop trail (approximately three
field trip miles in length) through the future Karst Preserve area of the new park. The trail traverses former ranch
land and should provide opportunities to see several types of grassland and woodland species (e.g.,
woodpeckers, wrens, and sparrows). Bring snack/water, restrooms available. Directions: Take IH 35 north
to Round Rock to Exit 256 (RM 1431, Chandler Road), go west on RM 1431 for about four miles, and
then go north on Sam Bass Road (Co. Rd. 175) for about one mile. *OR* Take Hwy 183 north to Cedar
Park, go east on RM 1431 for about four miles, and then go north on Sam Bass Road (Co. Rd. 175) for
about one mile. From Sam Bass Road, the park entrance will be on the right - meet at the bus parking lot,
just past the trafﬁc circle. Contact Kathy McCormack, (veﬂ21@yahoo.com), for information.

Thursday, March 17, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting
Program: SNAKES ALIVE! The Herpetology of Central Texas.
Presenter: Bill Brooks, amatuer herpetologist & naturalist
SNAKES ALIVE! is Bill Brooks’ program on The Herpetology of Central Texas. There will be a slide presentation on the common snakes,
lizards and turtles of the area, and then Bill will bring out a few of his non-poisonous reptile friends for an old-style show-and-tell and a Q&A
session. You will get to touch a snake it you want to, but it’s not mandatory. You are encouraged to bring cameras.
Bill retired after working 30 years for the State of Texas. Twenty-seven of those years he was on staff at The University of Texas, and he retired
while working for the Institute of Cellular and Molecular Biology. He is an amateur herpetologist, specializing in the reptiles of Central Texas,
and has been giving presentations on the subject for over 35 years. Bill served as the National President and the Texas Chapter President of the
Horned Lizard Conservation Society. He is a naturalist, kayaker, caver,and photographer.
Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: LCRA Board Room 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock Building, the middle
building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in garage. Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.
austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.
Also on the same night - our annual business meeting where we’ll highlight last year’s accomplishments,
report on TAS’s financial state, and outline our plans for the upcoming year.

About TAS Field Trips All TAS ﬁeld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear appropriate
clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, ﬁeld trips are free. Carpoolers should expect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on ﬁeld trips, including cancellations due to weather or other circumstances, please check the TAS Field
Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Field Trips”) or the TAS hotline (926-8751). Because of the publication schedule of the newsletter, things
can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend

Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at www.sbs.utexas.

edu/hornsby.
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Committee

TAS N E W S
Education Committee News - Classes

T

he Education Committee is planning several exciting new
(and old) classes and workshops from February through
June. Check the TAS web site periodically for the details of any
class of interest to you. Information will also be published in
future issues of Signal Smoke. The time periods are tentative
for all of them.

them all, you should enroll in our Warbler Identiﬁcation Class.
The instructor will again be Cliff Shackelford, ornithologist
with Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., who has taught the class
every spring for the past 7 years. This very popular class will
focus on the warbler species likely to be seen in Texas, but other
species will be included as time allows.

Habitat Restoration Workshop: “Every Square Foot Matters”
– April (Paul and Georgean Kyle)

Lectures will take place Tuesday, April 5, Thursday, April 7, and
Tuesday, April 12 from 7-9pm at the Center for Environmental
Research auditorium at Hornsby Bend. The ﬁeld trip will be
Saturday and Sunday, April 16-17, at High Island on the Upper
Texas Coast. Tuition is $60 for TAS members and $70 for nonmembers. Class members who participate in the ﬁeld trip to
the Upper Texas Coast will pay an additional $15 to cover the
expenses of the instructor. To register, contact Lisa Meacham at
her work e-mail address (week days) <lmeacham@brorby.com>
or call her weekends or evenings at 331-0988. The class is
limited to 12 participants, so register early for this popular class.

Butterﬂy Identiﬁcation – May
Grass Identiﬁcation – May
Odonate Identiﬁcation (Dragonﬂies, Damselﬂies) - June

Warbler Identiﬁcation Class

It isn’t too early to begin thinking about the spring migration
of warblers through Texas, so if you don’t feel you can identify

Jean Martin

Membership Committee News

T

his last month I have been very much more aware of
the variety of Sparrows in my yard, thanks to Dr. Byron
Stone and his presentation to our membership meeting in
January. Talking to some of the folks who attended his sparrow
identiﬁcation birding class only increased my enthusiasm. One
of the results is this picture of a White-crowned sparrow that
literally posed for me. There are
juveniles here too with a much
less developed head marking.
Thank you Byron for the trail of
interest and enthusiasm you leave
in your path.

I have been tasked with looking at classes of membership, and
the associated beneﬁts. One idea, from Russ, is to add a class of
Business membership, and another request from some members
is to add a Senior membership. If you have ideas that you would
like us to consider – especially if you have ideas as to how we can
increase the numbers of folks who join us as Chapter members,
please email me at ckdoggett@mindspring.com. If
there is any possibility of spending time with us
on this task, that would be appreciated even more.
We expect to make recommendations within three
months from now.
Thursday, March 17th. at 7:00 pm is our Annual
Meeting – please join us at the LCRA Boardroom,
3700 Lake Austin Blvd. We’d love to see you there.

The Membership committee looks
as if it might really start to meet,
and propose some changes. Russ
Nelson along with Shirley and

Chris Doggett
photo credit: Chris Doggett

On the travisaudubon.org webpage
The latest and complete news available online regarding:
 TAS Board meeting minutes
 Full reporting of the ﬁrst meeting of the Latin America Committee
 Details about Arctic Action Day and how you can help
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Latin America Committee News

T

he ﬁrst meeting of the TAS Latin America Committee took
place on Sunday, January 23rd, and we are off to a roaring
start! In attendance were TAS board members Mark Bentley
and Rob Bates, and TAS members Jeff Mundy, Bob Barth, Bob
Warneke, Noreen Damude, Mary T. Parker, Charles Stephens,
and Jean Warneke.

legal end of a campaign (registered trademark, etc.). If we move
far enough along, Shawn Ashbaugh has agreed to assist with
designing a logo for the campaign. Alex Morgan of the Seattle
Audubon Society has been a great source of information, and we
will continue to tap Alex for assistance.

Generally, we covered the following topics (all of which I will
discuss in slightly more detail below):

Mexico, of course, was heavily discussed. Mark mentioned a
recent trip to the Sian Ka’an Biosphere Reserve (on the Yucatan)
and how he was impressed with the work of the Houston Audubon
Society (HAS) on the reserve. Jeff, a former President of HAS,
gave us a little background on that project. It was agreed by
all that the El Cielo Biosphere Reserve would be a likely target
for any number of projects leading to a partnership with TAS.
Bob Barth pointed out that the GCW travels through the Gomez
Farias area on its way to its nesting grounds in Central Texas – so
that makes for a natural ﬁt for TAS. The group also talked about
the possibility of working with the TAS Field Trip Committee for
a TAS-sponsored trip to the area.

Shade-grown coffee and the possibility of organizing a
local campaign;
Supporting and facilitating various conservation efforts
in Mexico at the biosphere reserves;
Organizing a project to translate bird or tropical natureoriented books/publications into Spanish;
Ecotourism generally, and the possibility of “adopting”
local guides; and
Learning more about the winter habitat conditions of
Neotropical migrants, especially the Goldencheeked Warbler (GCW).
It was clearly the consensus of the attendees that shade-grown
coffee is likely a good thing for the birds, although it was noted
that there are some researchers who have raised questions about
this. Bob Barth and Rob have birded shade-grown plantations,
and both reported good experiences. Bob mentioned that shadegrown cacao plantations in a part of Brazil support a species of
ovenbird, and the bird is found only in such plantations. It was
also mentioned that a shade coffee campaign would go a long
way in educating the coffee drinking public about the problems
facing Neotropical migrants, and would likely bring good public
relations beneﬁts to TAS.
Mark will further this effort by checking with his sources about
the possibility of bringing Whole Foods into the market (if they
are not already). Bob Warneke will continue to investigate the

Sandra Skrei weighed-in via e-mail for her favorite Mexican
biosphere reserve at Sierra Gorda. That area has a very active
NGO, which Sandra has worked with in the past. The group in
attendance agreed that it would be good to partner with a local
conservation group on any of our projects, and it was pointed
out that a new group out of Ciudad Victoria, “Pro Biosfera,” was
working in the El Cielo area.
We’ll soon ﬁnd a permanent meeting location and a set a regular
meeting time. Look for this information in future editions of
Signal Smoke or at the TAS Web site.

please note - this is only an excerpt of the LAC meeting
minutes - full details are available at the TAS website.

Ongoing TAS Meetings
Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Jean Martin, jeanmartin@austin.rr.com or 343-7053
Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425
TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 291-1861
Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058
Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, in March 2005 we’ll meet on March 31, contact: Ethel Kutac,
346-7659
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August.
TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at Book People, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY
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Other events & news.....
Texas Songbird Festival

Coming soon in Signal Smoke

F

A

riday - Monday, April 29 - May 2. Field trips and speakers
explore the nature of the Balcones Canyonlands. See next
month’s Signal Smoke for more details. For information,
contact John Kelly at 331-8693.

new section - Q&A, from one birder to another, where
we publish readers’ birding qustions. Next month:
albinism in grackles, and overzealous sapsuckers. Send your
questions to Tess Sherman at tsherman1@austin.rr.com.

TAS Nature Book Club

T

AS’s Nature Book Club meets the fourth Thursday of
each month at 7:00 pm at Book People on 6th and Lamar.
(Please note that January’s newsletter announcement that the
Club would meet the last Thursday of the month was in error.)

April: The Beak of the Finch: A Story of Evolution in Our Time
by Jonathan Weiner.
May: The Outermost House: A Year of Life on the Great Beach
of Cape Cod by Henry Beston

A tentative list of the books we will read is as follows:
February: Hope is the Thing With Feathers by Christopher
Cokinos
March: The Big Year: A Tale of Man, Nature, and Fowl
Obsession by Mark Obmascik (This author will be coming to
Book People on Tuesday, February 22nd)

Please excuse the fact that we have made this list tentative.
Before you commit yourself to a particular book, you may want
to call Terry Banks @451-6302/email tessiembanks@msn.
com to verify the book you are planning to read has not been
postponed. We look forward to seeing you!
Terry Banks

Financial News

A

s of December 31, 2004, Travis Audubon owned net
assets totaling $8,338,020. Of that total, $7,183,685 is
land (Baker Sanctuary, Blair Woods, and the Chaetura Canyon
lot in the Apache Shores area); $48,538 is other property and
equipment; $775,187 is funds designated for speciﬁc uses
(additional land purchases, construction of buildings, and
a member designated endowment); and $330,610 is funds
available for general operations.

During the ﬁrst nine months of the current ﬁscal year (April
1 - December 31, 2004), Travis Audubon had net income of
$37,663. That income includes $40,418 increase in the market
value of mutual funds, stocks, and bonds that have NOT been

sold. Also, the net income of $37,663 is composed of income
of $41,637 related to speciﬁc uses and a loss of $3,974 from
the ongoing general operations of the organization, including
such things as maintenance of the sanctuary land, the cost of
workshops and ﬁeld trips, education programs in local schools,
administrative costs, etc.
If you would like more detailed ﬁnancial information,
(including copies of the ﬁnancial statements as of December 31,
2004 and/or a copy of the IRS Information Return, Form 990,
for the ﬁscal year ended March 31, 2004) please contact our
treasurer, Jane Wilson, at janew458@earthlink.net.
Shelia Hargis

In Memorium

O

“bird watcher” -- a “bird watcher” still has control of his own
life. After that, the Donaldson’s knew they were “birders”.

Fred was an “outdoor” guy from earliest childhood. His
inquiring mind had to know what he saw, so his ﬁrst Peterson
guide had check marks in it from the time he was eight or ten
years old. Fred and his wife, Judy, traveled in a motor home
through the south and northeastern United States in the eighties,
and began to seek out birds rather casually and by 1990,
they were hooked -- dedicated birders. Their dear friend Jay
Thomason from Port Lavaca, whom we met in Lost Maples
State Park, explained the difference between a “birder” and a

From the pufﬁns on Macias Island off Maine to a Hepatic
Tanager on Iron Mine Trail in Madera Canyon Arizona,
from a Kirtland’s Warbler in Michigan to an Arawak Owl on
Loggerhead Key, from a Black-throated Blue Warbler atop the
mountain in Black Water Falls State Park in West Virginia to a
Blue Grouse in the middle of Highway 16 near Chambres Peak
on the Colorado/New Mexico border, from Caddo Lake to the
Lower Rio Grande Valley, from Big Bend to Sabine Woods - every “new” bird was the best. Fred’s never-ending quest for
knowledge mandated the extensive addition of ornithological
tomes to his library. His near and dear favorite birding spot was
Hornsby Bend. He and Judy recorded their last two “lifers”,
the Crimson-collared Tanager at Frontera Audubon and the
Western Gull on Sal del Ray, both on November 15, 2004.

n Monday, January 24, Austin lost a dedicated birder and
many of us lost a great friend. Fred Scott Donaldson died
at age 79 after a life spent doing things most people just dream
about. He spent over 30 years pursuing his vocation/avocation
as a magician, magic shop owner and inventor/builder of magic
illusions. This followed a long career in public health. But his
longest lasting interest was in birding.

Richard Slagle
14

S I G N A L S M O K E / March 2 0 0 5

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

VOLUNTEER

OPPORTUNITIES

T

ravis Audubon Society depends on the generous donation
of time and effort from our volunteers to accomplish our
mission. No matter how much time you have available
to donate, we would love your help. Below are a variety of
volunteer opportunities. You will notice that we have a lot of
repeat postings each month, this is where we need you the most.
Find something that interests you and get involved! You can
help as little or much as you want. Not only will you make a
contribution to the society, you’ll also meet some great new
friends and birding buddies. Check our website for updates. If
by chance you don’t see anything that interests you on the list,
contact our Volunteer Opportunities coordinator, Rob Bates,
at robertkbates@hotmail.com or 528-9317 to discuss speciﬁc
interests and talents that you’d like to put to work for TAS.
Thank you!

Baker Sanctuary Annual Open House Date Set
Mark your calendars for the Annual TAS Baker Sanctuary Open
House scheduled for Saturday, March 19th from 9:00 AM until
noon. Last year we had a great group of bird guides, support
staff and trafﬁc controllers. This year, we will need at least ten
bird guides, four individuals to greet visitors and four people to
show our visitors where to park. If you would like to help with
our Open House this coming March, please contact us at 2198425 or email me at jmwoso@earthlink.net.
Birders to Survey Private Land: Occasionally we get requests
from individuals for a birder or birders to visit their property
and survey the birds. If interested, contact myself, Rob Bates at
528-9317 or robertkbates@hotmail.com. I’ll maintain a list of
volunteers for future requests.
Translators; English to Spanish: The Latin America
Committee is looking for anyone that may be interested
in helping us translate publications from English into
Spanish. Anyone interested should contact Rob Bates at
robertkbates@hotmail.com or 512-228-2112.
Cats Indoor Volunteer Ops: Anyone interested in helping us out
with the Cats Indoor Campaign, see cover story and page 6 for
further details.
Webmaster: maintain & improve our website. Contact Chris
Doggett at ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Membership Committee Members: help maintain &
increase our membership. Contact Chris Doggett at
ckdoggett@mindspring.com or 512-898-5500.
Adult Education Committee Members: In addition to the need
for committee members to help coordinate adult educational
opportunities, we are seeking a chair, who would be willing to
assume the responsibility by summer 2005. This is a committee
for which teamwork is very important, with committee members
TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

alternating in handling class registration, coordination with
instructors, as well as developing new classes. Some committee
members serve as volunteer presenters to organizations, such
as nature clubs, classrooms, etc. The chair prepares the meeting
agenda and chairs meetings, assuring that the classes are
announced and held on schedule in accordance with guidelines.
Contact Jean Martin at jeanmartin@austin.rr.com.
Youth Education Committee Members: help coordinate youth
educational opportunities, assist with our fall youth camp.
Contact Julia Balinsky at AudubonAdventures@balinsky.com
or 926-7312.
Field Trip Committee Members: help coordinate ﬁeld trips.
Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
Field Trip Leaders: lead a ﬁeld trip to your favorite birding
location. Contact charles_stephens@yahoo.com or 328-9453.
Austin Nature Day 2005 Committee Members: help coordinate
ﬁeld trips & other activities in association with other likeminded organizations. Contact Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.
rr.com or 291-1861.
Lago Vista Songbird Festival Committee Members: coordinate
ﬁeld trips for the spring festival (work closely with Friends
of Balcones Canyonland National Wildlife Refuge). Contact
Shelia Hargis at shargis@austin.rr.com or 291-1861.
Sales Committee would like an assistant to help with sales and
interested parties should contact MarcieWilcox via email at
marcy.wilcox@earthlink.net or by phone - 512-219-8425.
Property & Finance Committee Member someone that is
interested in the basic ﬁnancial running of the society can
contact Pat Dillon at (512) 347-0452.

Help needed on window-kill project
in Austin and surrounding areas

I

t is estimated that at least 100 million birds are killed in the
U.S. each year by ﬂying into windows. This estimate is based
on a small number of mostly short-term studies. We will begin
a study this Spring to estimate the number of window kills in
Austin and the surrounding areas. We also hope to determine
some of the factors that cause some buildings to cause higher
mortality than others in this area. We are seeking volunteers
to help us with the monitoring process. If you would like to
monitor your work or residence, your help would be greatly
appreciated. For more information and instructions on how to
volunteer, please contact Dr. David Hall at the University of
Texas: 512-471-5475 (work), 512-502-0369 (home), 512-6275458 (cell), or davehall@uts.cc.utexas.edu (email is best).
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Local and National
Audubon
Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using the form at the right,
and all of your dues will be put to use supporting local conservation, education, and research projects. You may also join
the National Audubon Society through their website at www.
audubon.org. As a member of National Audubon, you will
enjoy Travis Audubon chapter membership, and receive the
quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of your dues going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the
Signal Smoke newsletter (their choice of online or through
the mail), priority sign-up on local field trips, and educational
classes. All of their annual dues support local projects and programs.

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary,
P.O. Box 422, Thrall, TX 76578-0422.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefits of Travis Audubon Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:





$10
$20
$30
$60

 $100
 $250
 $1,000

Youth Membership (up to age 18)
Individual Membership
Family Membership
Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis
Audubon T-shirt)
Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, and
free workshop)
Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book,
free workshop, and listing in annual report)

T-shirt size _________________
 This is a gift membership from _________________________
 I would like to save TAS money and natural resources.
Please send me an email each month when the newsletter
is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy.
Name _______________________________ Phone ________________
Address _____________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________
Email ______________________________________________________

