
Audubon Turns One Hundred! 
1905-2005

The National Audubon Society, the nation’s largest bird conservation 
organization, and now known simply as “Audubon,” is celebrating its 
centennial throughout this year. Travis Audubon Society, founded in 1952 and a 

mere 53 years young, is proud to be part of this effort.

“A full century after its foundation, Audubon remains the nation’s leading bird 
conservation organization,” stated John Flicker, president of National Audubon 
Society. “From our landmark ‘State of the Birds’ report issued in October 2004, to 
the recent battle to restore the nest site of legendary Red-tailed Hawk Pale Male, 
Audubon’s work today is as relevant and critical to bird conservation as it was 100 
years ago. We will be here through the next 100 years to give voice to those same 
founding values and principles.”

Picture the year of Audubon’s founding, 1905: Theodore Roosevelt was President, 
milk cost about 10 cents a gallon, and Albert Einstein published his Theory of 
Relativity. In the world of high fashion, ladies donned hats adorned with heron and 
egret plumes, and many even wore elaborate millinery creations containing entire bird 
bodies. 
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TAS Regular Monthly Meeting  - Thursday, November 17, 2005
Meeting begins at 7:00 pm, social time at 6:30 pm

Cliff Shackelford, Nongame Ornithologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin
WATCHING HUMMINGBIRDS IN TEXAS: BETTER THAN REALITY TV 

see page 8 for additional details

continued on page 3

My name is Jennifer Jentsch and I am eighteen years old. I recently graduated 
20th in my class out of 433 students on May 
28th from Seguin High School. I am currently a 

freshman in college attending Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville to major in Criminal Justice, so I can pursue 
a career as a Crime Scene Investigator. More importantly, I 
have been a Girl Scout since I was fi ve in kindergarten, and 
I am still going strong. Girl Scouts has transformed me into 
the person that I am today because Girl Scouts has taught 
me to help people in need and to serve the community, 
which I think is the most important aspect of the Girl 
Scouting program. 

The Next Generation

continued on page 6

photo courtesy of Jennifer Jentsch
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Subscription Information
Signal Smoke, published 11 months of the 
year by Travis Audubon Society, is a TAS 
mem   ber ship bene fi t. To join TAS, see the back 
page of this newsletter. For address or sub-
scription changes, please call 512 300-BIRD 
(2473) or email TAS at info@travisaudubon.
org. The post offi ce will not forward Signal 
Smoke.

Newsletter Deadline
The submissions deadline is the fi rst day of 
the pre ced ing month (for example, September 
1 for the October issue). Sub mit uncopyright-
ed arti cles,  an nounce    ments, and art to Tess 
Sherman, tsherman1@austin.rr.com; or mail 
to 210 E. Walnut Dr. Austin, TX 78753. Sub-
mis sions by e  mail or on a fl oppy are pre ferred 
but not re quired. Call Tess at 974-8582 if you 
have questions.

 TAS Rare Bird Alert Isaac Sanchez 263-2767
 Bird Records Lawrence Buford 452-6344
  Ethel Kutac 346-7659
 Conservation John Kelly 331-8693
 Education—Adult Bill Reiner 445-0565
 Education—Youth Julia Balinsky 926-7312 
 Field Trips Charles Stephens 328-9453 
 Hospitality Susan Moak 512-925-4590
 Latin America Bob Warneke 443-5488
 Programs Howie Richey 444-4550
 Property and Finance Pat Dillon 347-0452
 Publications Tess Sherman 974-8582
 Publicity Barbara Anderson 346-6584 
 Sales Jim Terrell 267-0880
 Sanctuary John Wilcox 219-8425
 Urban Habitat Development Jane Tillman 794-0058
 Volunteer Opportunities Rob Bates 528-9317
   

COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIRS

ABOUT SIGNAL SMOKE

Mission Statement
The Travis Audubon Society promotes the enjoyment, understanding, 

and preservation of birds, other wildlife, and their habitats in Central Texas.

Materials are copyrighted by their authors. For permission to reproduce
for nonprofi t purposes, please contact TAS.

LETTER FROM THE TAS PRESIDENT

 

 Travis Audubon Society
General Address

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704
Address for Donations

P.O. Box 40787,  Austin TX 78704

Phone numbers listed below without 
an area code are local numbers in the 

512 area. 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
President
 Shelia Hargis 300-BIRD
First Vice President
 Sam Fason 474-1185
Second Vice President
 Barbara Anderson 346-6584
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Recording Secretary
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Directors
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ACT REPRESENTATIVES
John Kelly (state president) 331-8693
Bryan Hale (state treasurer) 474-5599

SIGNAL SMOKE EDITOR
Tess Sherman 974-8582

TAS TELEPHONE 
The offi ce number is now 512-300-BIRD 

(2473). To leave a message for Board 
President Shelia Hargis, press 1. To leave 
a message for Executive Director Valerie 
Staats, press 2. To report sightings of rare 
or unusual birds in Central Texas, press 

3. To ask a bird-related question, press 4. 
TAS WEB SITE

www.travisaudubon.org
TAS EMAIL

info@travisaudubon.org

Signal Smoke is printed 
on recycled paper 

using soy ink.

In late September, I attended an event hosted by Jane 
Tillman to thank the Habitat Stewards who had been 

trained during the last two years. Over 25 people attended, 
representing at least four different organizations: TAS, 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF), Capital Area Master 
Naturalists, and Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT).  
It was exciting to hear about the various projects being 
undertaken in and around Austin.  

Some highlights of the Stewards’ efforts include: 
Rebecca Matthews is working with Sunset Valley in 
hopes of certifying Sunset Valley as a Community Wildlife Habitat through NWF. 
Anne Bellomy has certifi ed three Backyard Habitats and is working to educate 
her co-workers at LCRA about wildscaping. Pat and Dale Bulla are working with 
the Bull Creek Foundation to restore Bull Creek to its pre-Loop 360 bridge state. 
Jeremy Dertien, the youngest Habitat Steward ever, is working on a wildscape at 
his church. Kathy Nordstrom is on the Zilker Garden Council and works to keep 
parts of the garden native. NPSOT is airing conservation announcements on KGSR 
encouraging people to use native plants to “keep Texas looking like Texas” and 
conserve water. Those are just some of the great projects the individuals in this 
group are pursuing!  

Shelia Hargis,
photo by Robert Baumgardner 

continued on page 7
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by Jane Tillman

Jane Tillman’s Urban Habitat Development will return next month

In response to the plunder and subsequent decimation of plume 
bird colonies, several local Audubon Societies agreed to take 
aggressive action and form a united front to protect birds and their 
habitat throughout the nation. On January 5, 1905 they offi cially 
incorporated to form the National Association of Audubon Societies 
for the Protection of Wild Birds and Animals, later shortened to the 
National Audubon Society.

During its fi rst several years, the fl edgling Audubon organization 
racked up an impressive list of accomplishments, including passage 
of the Audubon Plumage Law (1910), the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
(1913), and establishment of its fi rst two bird sanctuaries (1924): the 
Theodore Roosevelt Sanctuary near the president’s former home in 
Oyster Bay, New York, and the Paul J. Rainey Sanctuary in coastal 
Louisiana.

“Our heritage at Audubon has always been to connect people with 
nature,” continued Flicker. “From our earliest days our chapters, 
staff, and grassroots volunteers have worked to help people make 
the connection between the health of bird populations, and the health 
of human populations. Declines in bird populations are often early 
warning signals of threats to other species, including people.”

Audubon continues its fi ght for avian conservation, monitoring 
bird populations and sounding alarm bells about hazards like DDT, 
fi ghting for 
clean air and 
water, and 
providing 
environmental 
education to 
Americans 
through 
Audubon 
magazine, 
Audubon 
chapters, and 
a national 
network of 
nature centers. 
– Copyright 
2005 Audubon

Audubon Facts and Figures    
Source: Audubon

Mission: 
The National Audubon Society conserves and 
restores natural ecosystems, focusing on birds 
and other wildlife, and their habitats, for the 
benefi t of humanity and the earth’s biological 
diversity.  

The name and the numbers:

Named for John James Audubon (1785-1851),    
 naturalist, explorer, and wildlife artist

Founded in 1905
Now has 500,000 members 
Over 500 chapters across North America

Public policy successes:

Protection of Alaska National Wildlife Refuge  
 from oil development

Restoration of the Everglades
Restoration of Nebraska’s Platte River
Restoration of the Upper Mississippi River

Citizen science programs:

Audubon’s Important Bird Areas Program
With Cornell Lab of Ornithology, BirdSource, 
 a state-of-the-art Web site
Christmas Bird Count, the oldest bird 
 monitoring project with 100 years of data
Great Backyard Bird Count
WatchList, an accounting of birds in decline

Headquarters: 
Audubon House, a century-old New York City 
building, was renovated by a team of scientists, 
engineers, and architects using environmentally 
sound technology and design.  

Web site: www.audubon.org

Photo source, National Audubon Society

Audubon Centennial
continued from Page 1
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NATURALIST’S  
CALENDAR

by Bill Reiner

photo by Robert Baumgardner 

“As I looked about me I felt that the grass was the country, as the 
water is the sea. The red of the grass made all the great prairie 
the colour of winestains, or of certain seaweeds when they are 
fi rst washed up. And there was so much motion in it; the whole 
country seemed, somehow, to be running.”  

    – Willa Cather, My Antonía

November transforms the grasslands of central Texas, as 
seeds ripen and stalks wither. Big and Little Bluestem 
impart the wine-red and copper hues of the Nebraska 

prairie recalled by Willa Cather. Other species contribute their 
own tints: amber of Indiangrass, pinkish-gray of Switchgrass, 
gray-green of Big Muhly, blond of Meadow Dropseed, and 
dozens of other subtly varying shades. The effect is of a quilt, 
rippled by the wind.

The swatches are not random, however, and the patterns of the 
prairie grasses can teach a great deal about the character and 
history of the landscape.

“Prairie” is a French word, meaning “meadow.” French explorers 
were the fi rst Europeans to see the grasslands of what is now the 
Midwest. They apparently had no experience with such treeless 
expanses, and no word to describe them accurately. The little 
manicured meadows of Western Europe had about as much in 
common with the American prairie as a stock tank has with Lake 
Superior, but the name stuck.

The word “prairie” can denote any wild grassland, but ecologists 
often use the term more specifi cally. The prairie that the French 
explorers encountered, in or near what is now Illinois, is called 
the “true,” or tallgrass, prairie. It is characterized by grasses that 
stand at least four feet tall at maturity.

The Blackland Prairie that stretched from Dallas to near San 
Antonio was tallgrass prairie. Interstate 35 roughly follows its 
western edge. Little Bluestem, Indiangrass, Big Bluestem, and 
Switchgrass once dominated the Blackland Prairie. Most of it is 
gone now, as is 95% of the American tallgrass prairie. Settlers 

found prairie soil to be very fertile, 
so plowed the native grasses 
under and replaced them with 
corn (a non-native tall grass) and 
other annual crops.

Farther west, reduced rainfall 
could not support tallgrass prairie.  
Shorter grasses, ranging from two 
to four feet tall, dominate this 
grassland, called the mid-grass 
prairie. Also called mixed-grass 
prairie, this is the grassland 
typical of the eastern Edwards 

Plateau. Little Bluestem is dominant here, too, though it is 
shorter than on the tallgrass prairie. Co-dominants include 
Meadow Dropseed, Sideoats Grama, and Tall Grama.

Still further west, Blue Grama, Buffalograss, and other grasses 
less than two feet tall carpet the High Plains of the Texas 
Panhandle. This is the short-grass prairie, also known as 
“steppe”.

Of course, boundaries are rarely sharp between these 
grasslands, or with the deciduous forest at the prairie’s eastern 
edge, or deserts to the west. Wetter soils in swales and river 
fl oodplains allow plants of more easterly ecosystems to thrive.  
Shallow, droughty, ridgetop soils provide a niche for western 
plants. So mixed-grass prairies usually include pockets of both 
tallgrass and short-grass prairies.

Grasslands are also very dynamic ecosystems, constantly 
shifting. Fire is essential to maintain them, to exclude woody 
plants, especially at the ever-fl uctuating boundary between 
grassland and forest. When fi re is suppressed – either by human 
intervention or by increased rainfall – trees and shrubs will take 
root and begin to shade out the grasses. An extended drought, or 
intensive grazing, will shift the balance the other direction. The 
ranks of the taller grasses will thin, and shorter grasses, that are 
better adapted to an arid climate, will move in.

On much of the Edwards Plateau, both fi re suppression and 
intensive grazing have been the rule for many years. The 
native mid-grasses are sometimes squeezed out: cactus and 
woody plants like juniper that are unpalatable to livestock 
invade the grassland. Shorter grasses also proliferate, as cattle 
preferentially graze the taller species.

With increased grazing, some grass species decrease in 
abundance, while others increase (at least in comparison).  
Switchgrass, for instance, is very susceptible to grazing 
pressure, since its spring shoots quickly grow to within easy 
reach of herbivores. It is a strong “decreaser,” often the fi rst 
to disappear from a pasture. Other decreasers of central Texas 
grasslands include Big Bluestem, Indiangrass, Little Bluestem, 
Plains Lovegrass, and Eastern Gamagrass.

“Increaser” species are those that can better tolerate grazing.  
They often spread by stolons and rhizomes, depending less 
upon the spikelets that are so vulnerable to being nipped off.  
They may also delay sending up sprouts in the spring until 
after other plants have greened up, and can assume some of the 
grazing pressure.

Texas Wintergrass (also called Speargrass) and Silver Bluestem 
are common “increasers” in central Texas. They were co-
dominant on the Blackland Prairie, but become even more 
common as Switchgrass, Little Bluestem, and other decreasers 

continued on next page
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THE DAN CALLAWAYDAN CALLAWAY  
      R E P O R TR E P O R T

Birding to Tahitian Village - 9/28/05
Participants: Ethel Kutac, Ingrid Huskey, Homer Cunningham, 
Catfi sh Kelly, and Dan Callaway 

Target birds:  migrant hawks

We departed Austin going Southeast on 71. Across from 
the entrance to McKinney Roughs LCRA Park, we 
turned right and continued on the access road, right on 

Still Forest, left on Cedar Lane, right on Lake Front, and then left 
on Lake View to the entrance to Crystal Lake which happened to 
be closed and a posted sign displayed. We then circled the lake 
to the South side. We saw a fl ock of fi ve Black-bellied Whistling 
Ducks fl ying overhead. Other good birds seen in the area were 
Red-shouldered Hawk, Inca Dove, and Eastern Bluebird. In 
Bastrop along 71 we counted seven Eurasian Collared-Doves. 
Across the Colorado River, we turned right and followed that 
road to the backside of the ball fi elds. We turned left on a 
Hawaiian named road and stayed on the paved road, turning 
right on the fi rst dirt road passed the electric transmission lines. 
This area is more like West Texas habitat with thick mesquite 
trees. A Greater Roadrunner fl ew low across the road in front of 
us. Eventually this road follows the river and along the Tahitian 
Village golf course. Prior to reaching the golf course, we spotted 
four Anhinga (three males and one female) circling overhead. 
They were going counter-clockwise and the Black Vultures were 
going clockwise. One close encounter caused one Anhinga to 
swerve. In a yard near the golf course we spied the second of 
three roadrunners. He was crippled but fat. Other good birds in 
this area were Broad-winged Hawk, Belted Kingfi sher, Red-
bellied and Downy Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker (one 
heard), White-eyed Vireo, Carolina Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, 

Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, and Northern Cardinal. 

After making a tour through Colovista, about a mile past the 
Tahitian Village main entrance, we headed for the picnic area 
of Bastrop State Park. As we were eating and listening to a Pine 
Warbler, one came down to feed on the ground about fi fteen feet 
away, a dull-colored female. Then the bright yellow male joined 
her for a short period before they both fl ew up and away. We 
stopped by the CCC-built cabins overlooking the pond to see 
two Red-shouldered Hawks. Although the heat was approaching 
a record 106 degrees, we decided to stop by Hornsby Bend to 
see the Fork-tailed Flycatcher which had been seen daily since 
September 23rd. Quite a few birders were in the area hoping to 
spot the bird, but no one had reported him.  

Total species:  48  (twenty-fi ve by 9am, thirty-one at 10am, and 
thirty-seven at 11 am)

Best bird:  Anhinga

Dominant bird:  American Crow

Our fi rst Autumn cold front overnight killed the heat wave, 
and the high for the 29th reached upper 70s. The Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher returned to Hornsby to feed alongside the migrating 
male Scissor-tailed Flycatchers. He was near the front gate 
perched on the new barbed wire fence that angles back toward 
FM 973. At times he would fl y out into the fi eld across from the 
Administration building and perch on the irrigation pipe. Rather 
than watching the air for fl ying insects, he looks to the low grass 
for his bugs.  Hopefully he will remain in the area, however, he 
may soon head South with his scissortail companions.

dwindle. Other increasers of central Texas grasslands are Curly-
mesquite, Fall Witchgrass, and Hairy Grama.

When grazing becomes very intensive, even the “increasers” 
decline, and new grasses appear. These are called “invaders” 
– a term not necessarily synonymous with “invasive species.”  
Many invaders are native annual grasses that cannot compete 
with taller species. After grazing pressure is relaxed, the 
original tallgrasses return and supplant them. Native invaders 
include Hairy Tridens, Little Barley, Poverty Dropseed, the 
windmill grasses, and the threeawns. When grazing is not 
intensive enough to eliminate the decreasers, invaders will often 
persist on poor soils around the edges of mature prairie. There 
they help to protect the soil from erosion.

All of the non-native grasses of central Texas are considered 
invaders, too. Many of these are also aggressively invasive 
species that can exclude native grasses. They include King 

Ranch Bluestem, Johnsongrass, several bromes, and 
Bermudagrass.

A native grass species might be decreaser, increaser, or 
invader depending upon the type of grassland. Sideoats 
Grama, for instance, is an increaser in the tallgrass prairie, 
becoming more common as Big Bluestem and other tall 
grasses are grazed out, but it is a decreaser in midgrass or 
shortgrass prairie. Buffalograss is an invader of tallgrass 
prairie; an increaser in midgrass prairie; but a decreaser in 
steppe, where it is often the dominant native species.

By noting the relative abundance of decreaser, increaser, 
and invader species, an ecologist can tell something of the 
history of a grassland, as well as the character and fertility of 
its soil.

References for this article included The True Prairie Ecosystem 
by P. G. Risser et al., Where the Sky Began: Land of the Tallgrass 
Prairie by John Madson, Texas Plants – A Checklist and Ecological 
Summary by F. W. Gould.

Naturalist’s Calendar continued
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Support TAS: Each One, Reach One

November and December are always the busiest months 
of year, fl ying past in a blur of holidays, both secular 
and religious, school vacations, and the attendant 

social events and obligations. The hyped-up “holi-daze,” as 
my friends and I call it, can, if we’re not diligent, include 
conspicuous consumption in various forms – overeating, buying 
things that aren’t needed, and using more than our fair shares of 
public goods like energy, on decorative lights, for example.

How about considering a different kind of holiday gift this year? 
Whether you celebrate Chanukah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, or all 
of the above, perhaps this should be the season that you give 
something unusual: a gift membership in Travis Audubon 
Society. Not only will your gift last all year, but the recipient 
will think of you every time he or she receives the latest Signal 

Smoke. You’ll also, we hope, be introducing someone new to the 
wonder of birding, and we all know that once someone becomes 
a birder, caring about conservation and the environment follows. 
Thus your gift will reach well beyond the person you give it to.

To encourage Travis Audubon Society members to make such 
gifts, from now through January 3, 2006, we offer a $20 (fi rst 
year only) new member rate for each membership that you 
initiate. We will send a notecard announcing your gift to each 
of your recipients. To do this, simply mail a check (payable to 
Travis Audubon Society) to us at P. O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 
78704, with a printed or typed list of your gift recipients’ names 
and mailing addresses. And please contact me in the offi ce if you 
have questions or special considerations. Thanks very much.       

Valerie Staats

I have also developed a love for nature and birds through my 
parents because they introduced me to the world of birds by 
visiting birding centers that are located in Port Aransas and 
all around Texas. So, as a Girl Scout I have developed a deep 
passion for nature and all of its creatures.

During the summer I have been working very hard on my Gold 
Award Project, which is the highest award that a Girl Scout can 
earn. For my project, known as TheWILDlifeESCAPE Garden, I 
designed, created, and built a wildscape (nature site) that would 
attract more birds and insects to the new Jeff and Gail Kodosky 
Program Center that is the Girl Scouting Headquarters in Austin. 
Included in my Gold Award Project is a bench that I built, with 
the help of my dad, for Council staff and other Girl Scouts to 
observe birds and insects, birdfeeders, and a birdbath to attract 
more birds to the area. I also planted colorful fl owers such as 
Lantanas, Esperanza, a Fire Bush, and a Blue Plumbago to 
attract hummingbirds and butterfl ies. 

I donated a pair of binoculars and a bird book to the Program 
Center for others to learn about and become familiar with the 
different types of birds that visit, such as Northern Cardinals, 
Carolina Chickadees, Mockingbirds, and House Sparrows. There 
are also Great-tailed Grackles. To complete my Gold Award 
Project, I am writing this article to let others in the community 
know about my project, and to see what affect my project will 
have on the community. My project is very important to me 
because I want others to develop a love for nature like I have 
and for them to learn about different types of birds and insects. 
Most importantly, I want my project to serve as a quiet learning 
environment and atmosphere for observing nature and to give 
other people a new learning experience that will always keep 
them optimistic when it comes to learning about nature.

With my Silver Award Project, the second highest award in Girl 
Scouts, that I completed during my Sophomore year in high 
school, I already had a deep interest in birds. For my Silver 
Award I designed a birding checklist for The Seguin Outdoor 
Learning Center. In order to complete my Silver Award I had 
to visit the site and identify how many and what kind of birds I 
saw for about an hour or more. After completing the checklist, I 
donated a backpack that included a water bottle, binoculars, and 

a bird book that people could check out when going out on a 
trail to further learn about birds. The checklist turned out to be 
a great addition to the Seguin Outdoor Learning Center, and 
served everyone from teachers to students in the community.

My family (parents James and Janice Jentsch and sister 
Jessica) are also members of the Travis Audubon Society 
instead of being a member in the San Antonio area. Through 
their love of nature and birds, my family has constructed a 
wildscape in our own backyard that has given insects and birds 
a home to call their own with a pond and many birdfeeders. 
By helping to construct a wildscape in my family’s yard, I 
was able to be inspired to design, create, and build my own 
wildscape to serve as a nature site for another community for 
my Gold Award Project. The Travis Audubon Society also 
recently helped with a Girl Scout event known as the Feathers 
on the Wind Event, in which they helped us pick out a site and 
choose the proper native plants for a wildscape that was built 
at the Girl Scout camp, Camp Texlake, that would be called 
For the Birds.

Since I have had so much experience in birdwatching and 
constructing wildscapes, I felt that building a wildscape 
for another community would be perfect for a Gold Award 
Project because the main purpose of this project is to serve the 
community. This project is important because it will serve as a 
quiet atmosphere for all people to learn about wildlife. It will 
also allow them to relax from the stress of everyday problems 
and to listen to the sounds of birds and the wind blowing 
through the trees. 

Having a growing appreciation for nature is the greatest feeling 
to have, and building a wildscape for a community can do just 
this. With this project, I hope to give adults and girls of all 
ages wonderful learning experiences that they will carry for a 
lifetime and pass on to others. I want this site to be treasured 
for many decades to come and for others to be inspired 
and encouraged to maintain a garden or to create their own 
wildscape with many fl owers. For now, I have accomplished 
my goal of giving back to the community and creating a site 
just for them to enhance the Girl Scouting program into a 
greater learning experience.

Girl Scout, continued from page 1
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Working with like-minded organizations is the best way to be 
effective, and seeing these partnerships in action was amazing. I 
look forward to what we will accomplish together.

If you care about protection of wildlife, you know that at the 
end of September, the U.S. House of Representatives passed 
legislation that would seriously weaken the Endangered Species 
Act, created over 30 years ago and responsible for bringing back 
the Bald Eagle, for example. The bill, HR 3824, would endanger 
the habitats of creatures such as the Florida panther and the 
California condor. If passed, HR 3824 would eliminate or limit 
the size of critical habitats; eliminate the role wildlife agencies 
play in reviewing federal projects that could affect threatened or 
endangered species; and, exempt pesticides from environmental 
review. We still have time to make an impact. Pick up the 
telephone, take pen to paper, or power up your PC today and 
contact our two U.S. Senators to request they oppose the passage 

of HR 3824. Go to www.senate.gov and choose Texas to get the 
contact information you need. 

Another conservation issue before us comes in the form of the 
Travis County bond election to be held November 8, 2005.  Don’t 
forget to vote YES for Proposition 2! For more information, see 
www.hillcountryalliance.org. And thank you for using your vote to 
protect our environment.

By the time you receive this issue of Signal Smoke, you will likely 
also have received our annual appeal letter. Like all charities, 
we need contributions to keep going. As you plan your year-end 
giving, please consider a donation to Travis Audubon Society to 
help us carry on and expand our wonderful programs.

I hope to see you at the membership meeting to hear Cliff 
Shackelford on November 17.

Shelia Hargis

President’s column, continued from page 2

If you wish to visit the ponds and the hawkwatch, only use the marked VISITORS ENTRANCE gate [not the main entrance road]. If 
you have not been to Hornsby Bend for several years, this entrance is different than the old way in. The visitors entrance takes you 
immediately to the ponds. You can then drive around the ponds, but at the far side [west side] of the ponds, you must return on the dirt 

road between Pond 1 and Pond 2 - DO NOT DRIVE AROUND Pond 1 through the gates with the two large “Plant Personnel Only” signs. 
The best birding on Pond 1 West is now the southwest corner, not the northwest corner as in the past, because now the inlet pipe for water 
is in the southwest corner, and so there are always mud fl ats there.

The Austin Water Utility is committed to keeping Hornsby Bend open to public, but we need your cooperation to do this. Hornsby Bend 
is not a park or preserve, but an industrial facility and working farm where we recycle all the sewage and yard trimmings of Austin. 
This means we have lots of heavy equipment and lots of regulations that we must follow to fulfi ll our mission of safety and sustainable 
operation for the plant. We are concerned for the safety of our visitors and need you to respect the signs. If you have any questions, please 
call me or visit me in my offi ce at the Center for Environmental Research.

Lastly, please keep us posted on your recent sightings at Hornsby Bend through the Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory recent sightings page.
                                                        Kevin M. Anderson, Coordinator, Austin Water Utility - Center for Environmental Research

CER website - www.ci.austin.tx.us/water/cer2.htm & Hornsby Bend Bird Observatory website - www.hornsbybend.org

Hornsby Bend Information

Cliff’s Class

Photos taken by Jaci Kopra while 
at the Texas Cooperative Wildlife 
Collection in College Station in 
August 2005 during the fi eld trip of 
the Intermediate Birding Class taught 
by Cliff Shackelford.  

PHOTO #1 is of Jesse Huth, a teen 
birder from Wimberley, holding a skin 
of an Accipiter.  PHOTO #2 shows 
some of the class examining skins.

This summer sixteen participants completed Cliff’s Intermediate Birding Class, which included lectures and a fi eld trip to 
College Station to study the bird specimens collection at Texas A&M University. Among other skills, birders learned how 
to focus on important fi eld marks of an unfamiliar bird, document a rare bird, and identify birds using “jizz.”
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Thursday, Nov 17, 7:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm for social time)
TAS Regular Monthly Meeting

Program: WATCHING HUMMINGBIRDS IN TEXAS:  BETTER THAN REALITY TV 
Presenter: Cliff Shackelford, Nongame Ornithologist, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin

Cliff will discuss the new book Hummingbirds of Texas. He will also cover the detailed lives of several of our state’s hummingbirds by 
poking fun at the titles of several reality television shows, in a humorous as well as informative presentation.

Cliff has been an active TAS member since moving to Austin in the mid-1990s. He continues to teach two of the popular TAS classes, the 
Warbler Class and Intermediate Birding Class, that together have raised over $3,000 for the TAS Education Committee. He is senior author on 
the book Hummingbirds of Texas that was released in September 2005 by Texas A&M University Press. All royalties from the sale of this book 
go back into TPWD’s Hummingbird Roundup Program.

Program begins at 7:00 p.m. Location: LCRA Board Room 3700 Lake Austin Blvd. The board room is in the Hancock Building, the middle 
building in the courtyard. We’ll be in the room on the left upon entering. Parking available in garage. Bus Routes available at www.capmetro.
austin.tx.us. Bicycle routes at www. ci.austin.x.us/bicycle/bikemap.htm; 974-7240. Refreshments provided.

RESOURCES ON HUMMERS 
compiled for Travis Audubon members (more resources are posted on our Web 
site):

The major organization is the Hummingbird Society: 
www.hummingbirdsociety.org

A Hummer Primer 

Hummingbirds: 
• Generally weigh 2 to 20 grams
• Number approximately 330 species
• Feed on nectar and insects
• Can fl y up, down, left, right or hovering
• Have feet designed for perching, not 

walking
• Live only in the Western Hemisphere
• 28 species are endangered or vulnerable

A few recommended books:
Hummingbirds of Texas: With Their New Mexico and Arizona Ranges, Shackelord  
et al., Texas A&M University Press, 2005
Hummingbirds of North America: The Photographic Guide, Steve Howell, 
Princeton University Press, 2003
A Field Guide to Hummingbirds of North America (Peterson Field Guides), Sheri 
Williamson, Houghton Miffl in, 2002
Hummingbirds of North America, Paul A. Johnsgard, Smithsonian Books, 1997
Hummingbirds: Their Life and Behavior, Esther Quesada Tyrrell, Crown, 1985

Within My Garden, Rides a Bird

by Emily Dickinson

Within my Garden, rides a Bird
Upon a single Wheel –
Whose spokes a dizzy Music make
As ‘twere a travelling Mill –

He never stops, but slackens
Above the Ripest Rose –
Partakes without alighting
And praises as he goes, 

Till every spice is tasted –
And then his Fairy Gig
Reels in remoter atmospheres –
And I rejoin my Dog, 

And He and I, perplex us,
If positive, ‘twere we –
Or bore the Garden in the Brain
This Curiosity – 

But He, the best Logician,
Refers my clumsy eye –
To just vibrating Blossoms!
An Exquisite Reply!

Book Signing by the authors & illustrator of Hummingbirds of Texas. Books will be for sale.

The World of Hummingbirds

Black-chinned hummingbird on nest
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TAS President Shelia Hargis asked Jackie Davis and me 
to make a presentation to the Board on the necessity 
of completing Phase II of high fencing at the Baker 

Sanctuary at the April 2005 meeting (please see the Baker 
Sanctuary News in the July-August Signal Smoke). As you 
recall, TAS has already high fenced 9294 feet along our 
eastern boundary to prevent human and feral animal trespass 
and to deny White-tailed Deer access to the Sanctuary from 
that side. We needed to complete Phase II of high fencing on 
our west and north sides for the same reasons. Those of you 

who volunteered to helped us clear our east fence line know 
how much hard work it took to clear a strip two feet wide 
of overgrown fence line in 2003 and then imagine the effort 
required to clear a strip 6400 feet by 10 feet wide through dense 
brush! So we proposed calling for bids and hiring a contractor 
to clear and high fence our western boundary from our common 
corner with the LCRA northward to Lime Creek, and then clear 
and fence eastward along Lime Creek to the intersection of 
Harris Creek.

As my July-August Signal Smoke article indicated, the project 
was broken up into two stages. Stage one, which was completed 

ahead of schedule, entailed clearing an area 6400 linear feet 
long by 10 feet wide along our existing western fence line 
and then along Lime Creek to Harris Creek (the length of the 
amount of land cleared was less than anticipated under this 
contract). On July 1st, I sent out bid packages that included 
maps, specifi cations and bid conditions to six land clearing 
contractors.  I conducted site visits with the contractors and 
closed the bids on August 1st. We received a bid under our 
budgeted amount and the contractor, Hill Country Fence began 
work on September 6th. In just a little under two weeks, the 
contractor had shredded to mulch the thick brush and slash 
in the areas that needed to be cleared including Fisher Creek 
canyon, the steep slope towards Lime Creek and along Lime 
Creek itself. I will take bids for stage two of this project, which 
consists of tearing out of the existing three-strand barbed wire 
fence and installing the high fence, in December. Construction 
will begin after White-tailed Deer season and, if we have dry 
weather, I anticipate the high fence will be completed by the 
time our Golden-cheeked Warblers in arrive in the spring.

We have had high temperatures and a small amount of rain 
at the Sanctuary this summer. We received 1.5 inches of rain 
in June, 3.25 inches of rain in July and 2.3 inches of rain in 
August. As of the end September, we not only experienced 
record heat, we also received only 1.5 inches of moisture for 
the whole month. The Baker Springs already had low fl ow 
when Lisa O’Donnell (City of Austin Watershed Protection and 
Review Department), Colin Peden and I surveyed for Jollyville 
Salamanders on August 26th. Lisa found two adult salamanders 
and we found waterstriders, leopard frog tadpoles and mosquito 
larvae. We also found a good bit of bottom sediment in the 
pool below the spring, reddish-orange algae near the springs 
and green algae below the spring run. By the way, the owl box 
mentioned in last month’s column was donated to the Sanctuary 
by Karol and Jim DeVries. Thank you!

Sanctuary Closed Date  The Sanctuary will close October 23, 
2005 and will reopen January 28, 2006

John Wilcox, TAS-Baker Sanctuary Chair and Steward

photo credit: Marcie Wilcox

Baker Sanctuary News

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP underwrite the important 
high fencing project at Baker Sanctuary, described by 
our Sanctuary Steward above? This new fence is vital to 
protecting the Golden-cheeked Warbler habitat (which 
supports many other birds and animals as well). 

To help sponsor the high fence, please mail a check in any 
amount, payable to Travis Audubon Society, to P. O. Box 
40787, Austin, Texas 78704, and note “Baker Sanctuary 
Fence” in the memo. line of your check. Your contribution is 
tax-deductible. With questions, please contact Valerie Staats 
at 300.BIRD (2473). Thank you!
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About TAS Field Trips  All TAS fi eld trips are open to members and nonmembers and to experienced and inexperienced birders. Wear 
appro priate clothing and walking shoes, and bring binoculars and water. Unless otherwise noted, fi eld trips are free. Carpoolers should ex-
pect to pay a share of the gasoline expense. For complete, up-to-date information on fi eld trips, includ ing cancellations due to weather or 
other circumstances, please check the TAS Field Trips webpage at www.travisaudubon.org (click on “Activities” and then “Field Trips”). 
Because of the pub lication schedule of the newsletter, things can change. If you do not have Internet access, please contact the person(s) 
listed with the event description.
About Hornsby Bend  Maps and other information about the Hornsby Bend facility may be found on the Hornsby Bend website at 
www.sbs.utexas.edu/hornsby.

    Additional event details always available at www.travisaudubon.org
TAS Events - Nov 2005

And don’t forget, after your fi eld trip please add your sightings to our online Bird Records 
database! We’ve made adding entries very easy - just go to:

 www.travisaudubon.org and click on the Bird Records link
P.S. We want entries about your “every day” backyard bird sightings, too! 

Saturday, November 5
8 am to 10 am

fi eld trip

Sunday, November 6  
7:30 pm through lunch and 

beyond
 fi eld trip

Saturday, November 12
7 am & 4 pm

Hornsby Bend monthly bird count

Sunday, November 13
7:30 am & 9 am to 10:30 am

fi eld trip

Saturday, November 19 
7:30 am - noon

monthly bird walk

Sunday, November 20
7:30 am & 9 am to 10:30 am

monthly bird walk

 Thanksgiving Weekend
November 24 - 27

 

Fall Bird Walk at Lady Bird Johnson Wildfl ower Center

Contact Rachel Zierzow at 837-9975 for more information. 

Winter Bird Survey on Nancy Moore’s property, “Acacia”

Join Anne Donovan and Nancy Moore as they survey winter birds on Nancy’s property, 
located near the Pedernales River. Participants will meet at the Albertson’s in Oak Hill 
at 7:30 am. Please bring a sandwich. Nancy will provide drinks, fruit, and cookies. The 
survey will continue until mid-afternoon. Please contact Anne Donovan, 512-472-3030 or 
ajdonovan@austin.rr.com to reserve your place or for more information.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 

Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory.

Bird Walk at Riata Pond
For more information contact Charles Stephens, or call (w) 328-9453).

Monthly Bird Walk at Hornsby Bend
Contact Richard Kaskan (kaskan@ieee.org, (c) 748-8660) for more information.

Monthly Bird Walk at Roy Guerrero Colorado River Park
Contact Charles Stephens (charles_stephens@yahoo.com, (w) 328-9453) for more information.

Bird Your Favorite Park!
Get out and walk off that stuffi ng! Sunrise is at approximately 7:05 a.m. and sunset at 5:30, but the 
birds will be hopping all day long.
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Meeting Schedules
Education Committee: meets on the 1st Monday of each month, contact: Bill Reiner, 445-0565

Sanctuary Committee: meets quarterly, contact: John Wilcox, jmwoso@earthlink.net or 219-8425

TAS Board of Directors: meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month (except for December), contact: Shelia Hargis, 300-BIRD

Urban Habitat Development Group: meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, contact: Jane Tillman, 794-0058

Bird Records Committee: meets on the 4th Thursday of the month, contact: Ethel Kutac, 346-7659

TAS Regular Monthly Meeting: meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month except for June, July & August. 

Latin America Committe Meeting: meets most 3rd Wednesdays, contact Bob Warneke at warneke@austin.rr.com for details

TAS Nature Book Club Meeting: the 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00pm at BookPeople, contact: tessiebanks@msn.com

Ongoing TAS Meetings

TAS Events - Dec 2005
Saturday, December 3

8:00 am – 12:00 pm
fi eld trip

Saturday, December 10 
7 am & 4 pm

Hornsby Bend monthly bird count

 Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Berry Springs Park (Georgetown)

We will explore one of Williamson County’s newest parks with folks from Twin Lakes 
Audubon Society. Crushed granite nature trails through an old pecan orchard and open fi elds, 
along Berry Creek, and around a pond created by damming Berry Springs, should create 
plenty of early winter viewing opportunities. Bring water/snack, and lunch if you’d like to 
eat afterwards in one of the picnic areas. Directions from Austin: Take IH35 N to Exit 261A 
(RM 2338, Lake Georgetown, Andice). At the light, turn right onto Williams Dr, and then an 
immediate left onto Austin Ave. Go 0.5 miles, and turn right onto FM 971. Go 1.5 miles and, 
just after the light, turn left onto CR 152, just before the Heritage Baptist Church. Stay on CR 
152 for 1.8 miles (the road will make a sharp turn to the right, go under SH 130, and then over 
Berry Creek). The park entrance will be on your left. Meet at the fi rst parking area on the left.]  
Directions from Belton: Take IH35 S to Exit 262 (RM 2338, Lake Georgetown, Andice). Turn 
left onto Williams Dr, then left onto Austin Ave, and then follow the directions above.

Monthly Bird Count at Hornsby Bend. 

Contact Kevin Anderson (972-1960) for more information - sponsored monthly by the Hornsby 
Bend Bird Observatory.

Bird Your Favorite Park!
Sunrise is at 7:25 and sunset at 5:27. Enjoy a brisk bird walk in your local park! 

Austin CBC – Saturday, December 17, 2005
Compilers – Shawn Ashbaugh, sashbaugh@austin.rr.com, 512.288.5172

            Scott Young, birding-biker@austin.rr.com, 512.293.9989
 
Granger CBC - Friday, December 30, 2005

Compilers - same as above

And looking ahead to January 2006
Bastrop-Bueshcer State Parks CBC – Monday, January 2nd, 2006  
Meeting place: Texas Grill Restaurant, Hwy 71,  Bastrop at 7 am
Contact David Mitchell at mitchelldl@starband.net. 

Christmas Bird Count News
More details in December’s 

Signal Smoke
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Other Events of Note...

TRAVIS AUDUBON SOCIETY NATURE BOOK CLUB

We invite you to join the Travis Audubon Society Nature Book Club, which is usually held the 4th Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm at BookPeople (6th and Lamar, thank you BookPeople!). The group is informal and fun, 
and you can choose to go to all the meetings and discuss all the books, or you can pick and choose the meetings 

featuring books you would like to discuss. You do not have to have read the book to attend.  Below is a list of books we 
will read for the next few months.
Note:  Following is a change from our usual meeting time.  Because of the winter holidays, we will not have 
a November meeting but will have a December meeting.  We will have our December meeting on Thursday, 
December 1st.   So…

December 1st, 2005 - Winter World by Bernd Heinrich
 
January 26th, 2006 – The Feather Quest by Pete Dunne

Please note that this list is tentative!  Before you commit to reading a book for a particular month, you may want to call 
Terry Banks at 451-6302 or e-mail tessiembanks@msn.com to fi nd out if the book is still current.  

NOVEMBER BOND ELECTION 

On November 8, Travis County voters have a great chance to support land conservation. Proposition 2 in the bond 
election authorizes $62.2 million for acquisition and development of parks and open spaces around the county. 
Some of the projects which would be funded by this bond include improvements at three eastside parks (Northeast, 

East, and Southeast Metro Parks). Seven million dollars would allow the county to acquire Reimer’s Ranch, on the 
Pedernales River near Hamilton Pool. Purchase of land near Onion Creek in southern Travis County would account for 
$8.6 million. And eighteen million dollars would support acquisition of other natural areas in southwest Travis County.  
The county commissioners estimate that the bond would require about a $2 per year increase in taxes on the average-value 
home during Fiscal Year 2006.

The TAS Board of Directors recommends that members support Proposition 2.

CONSERVATION NOTES

Working at lightning speed, the U.S. House of Representatives has passed and sent to the U.S. Senate a bill 
entitled “Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act.” Sponsored by Representative Richard Pombo 
(R-California), Chairman of the House Resources Committee, the bill would effectively undo some of 

the central provisions of the three-decades old Endangered Species Act. Its fate in the Senate is uncertain. Senator 
Lincoln Chaffee (R-Rhode Island), chairman of the Subcommittee on Fish, Wildlife, and Water, part of the Senate 
Committee on the Environment and Public Lands, has announced he intends to defer consideration of the Pombo bill 
pending a report from the Keystone Council, an arbitration group. The Council hopes to bring opposing sides together 
to devise a rewrite of the Endangered Species Act.

In the meantime, Senator Chaffee is sponsoring a bipartisan bill declaring March 8, 2006 Endangered Species Day. 
His goal: to increase awareness of the country’s vanishing wildlife. Congressman Pombo is now circulating a draft 
bill which would sell off 15 units of the National Park system – twenty-three percent of the system’s acreage. Among 
the units to be sold is the Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument in the Texas Panhandle. Still another area 
proposed for sale: Theodore Roosevelt Island in the District of Columbia.

John Kelly
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Education Committee News - Classes

Committee
N E W SN E W STA STA S

In addition to the Nestbox Workshop and the Introduction 
to Grasses listed in last month’s newsletter, the Education 

Committee wishes to announce two more upcoming classes:

Beginning Birding Class
The Beginning Birding Class is designed to provide new birders 
with the techniques and skills to help them identify unfamiliar 
birds. Lecture/slide presentations will be held on Thursday 
evenings, Nov. 10, Dec. 8, Jan. 12, and Feb. 9, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. 
in a meeting room at First Presbyterian Church, 8001 Mesa Drive, 
in northwest Austin. Field trips will be on Saturdays following 
each class — Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 14, and Feb. 11. Trips will 
usually begin at 7 a.m. and end between noon and 2 p.m. Because 
fi eld trips provide the opportunity to put into practice the skills 
taught in the classroom, we strongly encourage registrants to 
make a commitment to attend the fi eld trips as well as the lectures.

Class members will receive a beginning birding booklet, plus 
many other handouts. Topics will include tips for identifying any 
unfamiliar bird, buying and using binoculars, and using birding 
resources. The class will be taught by Jean Martin, who has been a 
birder for more than 16 years and has taught this class twice a year 
for the past 5 years. The class fee is $45, and the class size will be 
limited to 12 people. This class fi lls quickly. To register, contact 
Trent Miller at trent9719@aol.com or 327-6454.

Sparrow Identifi cation Class
The fall 2005 Sparrow Identifi cation Class will be taught 
by Byron Stone.  Participants in his previous classes have 
pronounced this course “awesome”! Byron has been an avid 
birder and lister since the early 1970s. He became interested in 
sparrows when he found his fi rst Fox Sparrow in a mixed winter 
fl ock near Luling 25 years ago. He spent much of the intervening 
two decades trying to fi gure out how to tell all those “little 
brown birds” apart. He has traveled all parts of Texas to observe 

and listen to birds and has seen all of the sparrows that occur 
naturally in Texas. Byron enjoys many other activities, including 
fi shing, hiking, and playing classical guitar.

By early November, most of our wintering sparrows have arrived 
in force, and this class will help participants take advantage of 
that fact. Field trips will visit a variety of locales in the Austin 
area to maximize the number of species observed and enhance 
the opportunity for comparative study.

This class will focus on the two dozen members of the family 
Emberizidae that occur regularly in Central Texas – everything 
on your checklist between Spotted Towhee and White-crowned 
Sparrow. There will be four Wednesday-night lectures, each 
followed by a Saturday-morning fi eld trip. Lectures will be from 
7 to 9 p.m. on Nov. 2, 9 and 30, and Dec 7, in the Tarrytown area 
of central Austin. Details provided with registration.

This is a good class for people who already have some birding 
experience but want to refi ne their approach to the identifi cation 
of sparrows, including subspecies. Byron also says it is a good 
class for “people who don’t mind tromping through some grass.”  
Sturdy footwear is strongly recommended! Tuition is $60 for 
TAS members and $70 for nonmembers. Contact Anne Donovan, 
ajdonovan@austin.rr.com or 472-3030, to register for the class.  
The class is limited to 12 participants.

Thanks to the ABA
The Education Committee is grateful for the donation of 
several issues of Birding magazine from the American Birding 
Association. Each participant in Tim Fennell’s Shorebird ID 
Class received a copy of the July/August issue, which featured 
“Biology of the Charadriiformes.” (That’s the order of birds that 
includes the sandpipers and plovers, though we’re sure you knew 
that already.)

Bird Records Committee

Members of the Bird Records Committee continue to go out 
each Wednesday to check the bird populations of various 

areas in the BRC checklist circle. Their data form a valuable 
portion of the data collected each month on the Bird Record 
Entry form located as a link on the Travis Audubon Society 
website.

Records continue to fl ow into the database and the committee 
is appreciative of those who take the time to share their birding 
experiences. Discussion continues on improvements needs for 
the entry system and they are being accumulated by the computer 
experts who developed the system for action when time permits. 

Records are monitored by computer reports by several TAS 
members and on occasion, record senders are asked for 
validation of their sighting(s). They, as a general rule, are very 

cooperative in responding. The limited number of monitors 
causes a burden on some of the monitors and the Bird Records 
Committee discussed this problem at its monthly meeting on 
September 22, 2005. TAS President Shelia Hargis attended the 
meeting and was supportive of the activities of the committee. 
President Hargis is working diligently to fi nd a way of making 
information about sightings of rare birds in the area as the 
present recorder, Isaac Sanchez, prepares to leave the position. 
The Bird Records Committee is hesitant to associate itself with 
the Rare Bird Alerts for fear that birders might come to think 
of the committee only in terms of rare birds instead of the 
comprehensive records it seeks.

The next committee meeting will be on the fourth Thursday of 
October.
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Many Thanks
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS …

Travis Audubon Society sincerely thanks the 
following friends and members, listed below, who 
have supported our work with contributions and 

premium memberships during April-September 2005. 
(We’ll issue a comprehensive list of donors in our 2005 
Annual Report.) 

We could not do our important birding, education, and 
conservation work without your support, and we welcome 
gifts at any time of year. To contribute, please mail a check 
(payable to Travis Audubon Society) to us at P. O. Box 
40787, Austin, Texas 78704. Gifts are tax-deductible to 
the extent allowed by law, and we will mail you a receipt. 
Thank you again!

2004 Annual Appeal

Margaret Aeschbach
Terry Banks
Wesley Lokken
Jerold Martin
Daphne & Ben Vaughn

Audubon Adventure Kits

A. E. Buck
Lawrence Richardson
Ray Toburen

Conservation Committee

Robert Iski
Ted & Betsy Rogers

Corporate Matching Gifts

Sun Microsystems 
(via Paul and Cynthia Roush)

Louis “Red” Adams Memorial Gifts

William Benham
Audrey Dearing
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Gragg, Jr.
Emily Moreland

Painted Bunting Membership
Ilene Barr
Mark Bentley
Vanessa Chiapetta
Robin Dennis
Anne & John Donovan
Bob Houck
LaVerne & Marshall Johnston
Stephanie & Bryan Leuenberger
Charles Michalik
Elsie Mogck
Sally Scott
Jim Terrell
Debbye Wallace

Vireo Membership
Sandra Barling
Anne Beckner
Drake & Kristin Fason
Jamie Ferguson
Ann Gardner
Christopher Gunter
Shelia Hargis
Dale Jarpszewski
Gray Jolink
Gene Majors
Trent Miller & Meta Hunt
Stephen Monti
Diana Seidel & Jim Thatcher
Charles & M. E. Simms
John Sunder

Warbler Membership
Sam & Maydelle Fason

Life Membership
Jeffery Mundy

For more ideas on ways you can support Travis Audubon Society (including an on-line 
donation button for those who prefer to give via the Internet), please go to our Web site at 
www.travisaudubon.org and click on Support Us.

2005 Birdathon
A special note of thanks to all those who generously 
participated in the 2005 Birdathon! Splitting the 
proceeds evenly with Audubon Texas, we received 
$750 in contributions. Thank you also to Audubon 
Texas for their work on this important birding/
fundraising event.
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VVolunteer Opportunities &olunteer Opportunities &  NewsNews

Travis Audubon Society seeks a Rare Bird Alert 
Compiler to help the Society carry out its mission by: 
accepting reports of sightings via e-mail and telephone 

(TAS offi ce); following up with the birder if needed; reading 
Texbirds (e-mail postings) for rare sightings not reported to 
Compiler; and compiling a weekly report for the TAS offi ce 
to distribute (to include the bird seen, where, when, and other 
pertinent details.) 

This important TAS volunteer will make sure that the sightings 
are entered into the TAS bird sightings on-line database. If 
the species is a Texas Bird Records (TBRC) Review species, 
the Compiler will also work with the birder to provide 
documentation to TBRC (in cooperation with the TAS Bird 
Records Committee.) The volunteer Compiler should also be 
willing to write occasional articles for our newsletter, Signal 
Smoke, and to compile monthly summaries of sightings for 
distribution.

Like all volunteer positions, this one has benefi ts to the person 
taking on the role. Our Rare Bird Alert Compiler will engage 
with a larger community of birders and increase her or his 
knowledge of birds. The Compiler will have the opportunity to 
have articles published in our newsletter. Finally, this person 
will have the satisfaction of contributing to the success of Travis 
Audubon Society and to greater understanding and awareness of 
birds by birders and the general public in Central Texas.

This position is generally taken on for two years. Requirements 
are an interest in birds, ability to use e-mail and the Internet, 
and membership in Travis Audubon Society. If interested, 
please contact Shelia Hargis at shargis@rr.austin.com as soon as 
possible. 

We also seek a Travis Audubon Society Sales Table 
Coordinator for our general membership meetings 
and annual holiday party (9 times per year). This 

vital TAS volunteer position will be the face of Travis Audubon 
to members who come to our meetings and holiday party 
(September through May). This volunteer will staff a TAS table 
at each membership meeting, help distribute name tags and door 
prize tickets, and collect payments at the TAS table for TAS 
membership dues, Checklist donations, calendar or book sales, 
and other items from time to time. 

This is a one-year volunteer position. Requirements are an 
enthusiastic enjoyment of people, the ability to handle cash and 
checks and occasionally make change, accuracy, and reliability. 
This volunteer, who should be a Travis Audubon member, will 
work closely with the TAS offi ce. If interested, please contact 
Valerie Staats at valerie@travisaudubon.org or 512-300-BIRD 

Volunteer of the Decade?
Jean Martin

After serving previous stints as Field Trip Coordinator, 
Board Member, and Education Committee Chairperson 
(‘96-’99), Jean Martin generously offered to pick up 

the reins of the Education Committee for yet another year 
beginning in July of 2004. During this time, she coordinated 
around 20 classes and many other education-related activities, 
with an astounding seven new classes that expanded our birding 
curriculum (digiscoping, hummingbird ID, birdsong, nestboxes) 
and pushed farther afi eld into the related arenas of odonates, 
grasses, and even gardening for hummingbirds. In addition, she 
also taught two sessions of her popular Beginning Birding class 
and co-taught the Waterfowl ID class. She greatly expanded 
the Guidelines for Class Registrars and Instructors to document 
hard-won lessons learned.

Ever an innovator, Jean managed to accomplish all these 
results with quarterly in-person meetings and monthly email 
e-meetings. We have a very wonderful and hard-working 
committee, but it takes a special person to coordinate this fl ock. 

Jean, you have made a real difference; hundreds of people have 
directly and indirectly benefi ted from your vision as Education 
Chair. Everyone here at the Travis Audubon Society is grateful 
for your generous and vital contributions.

(2473). Great sales and outreach experience! All volunteers 
are recognized by Travis Audubon Society and may request  
reference letters from the TAS Executive Director.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to the 
outgoing Bird Record Alert Compiler, Isaac Sanchez, who has 
held this volunteer position for the past two years. Isaac worked 
diligently and unobtrusively in the background, and we thank 
him and wish him all the best. 

Chris and Shirley Doggett, Membership Chair/Webmaster and 
Membership Secretary, have resigned their positions. During 
their 2-1/2 year tenure, local membership head count attained 
over 400, and local dues income grew by a third. We appreciate 
the hours and energy the Doggetts gave to Travis Audubon and 
wish them every success in their future activities. Thank you, 
Chris and Shirley!

We’re getting a wonderful response to our new TAS News 
and Notes e-mail blasts (a benefi t of TAS membership). To 

get in on the buzz, please send your current e-mail address to 
info@travisaudubon.org

*
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Membership
Join the Travis Audubon Society by using 

the form at the right, and your dues will be put to use sup-
porting local conservation, education, and research projects. 
You may also join the National Audubon Society through 
their website at www.audubon.org. As a member of National 
Audubon, you will enjoy Travis Audubon chapter member ship, 
and receive the quarterly Audubon magazine, with a portion of 
your dues going to support national programs.

Join Travis Audubon now and support
local birds, wildlife, and their habitats.
Travis Audubon Society members receive 11 issues of the 
Signal Smoke newsletter, priority sign-up on local fi eld trips, 
discounts on educational classes, and the opportunity to par-
ticipate in our email group and monthly lectures. 

To join Travis Audubon Society:
Make your check payable to Travis Audubon Society
and send with this form to TAS Membership Secretary, 
P.O. Box 40787, Austin, TX 78704.

Travis Audubon Society
YES! I want to enjoy the benefi ts of Travis Audubon 
Society membership. Enroll me as a member of Travis 
Audubon Society. Enclosed is my check for:

� $12 Youth Membership (up to age 18)
� $25 Individual Membership
� $35 Family Membership
� $75 Painted Bunting Membership (bonus Travis 

Audubon T-shirt)
� $100 Vireo Membership (bonus T-shirt and book)
� $250 Warbler Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

and free workshop)
� $1,000 Lifetime Membership (bonus T-shirt, book, 

free work  shop, and listing in annual report)

 T-shirt size _________________  
 � This is a gift membership from  _________________________

 � I would like to save TAS money and natural resources. 
Please send me an email each month when the newslet-
ter is posted online instead of mailing me a hard copy. 

Name _______________________________ Phone ________________

Address _____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Visit the TAS Web site:
www.travisaudubon.org


